















































A good example of ho¢ dangerous a grizzly may be anywhere
around the feeding area is the case of a well known doector who was
taking motibn pictures of the grisslies on Otter Creek. He was
standing just beyond some trees near the present feeding platform.

An 0ld grizzly and her cubs were his subjects. She must have been
suspicious of the camera. All of a sudden, she turned and charged.
The doetor ran for the nearest tree, but was a little slow in c¢limbing
out of reach. Her charge was not a bluff: she meant business. She
caught him by the foot, bit through so vieciously that she mangled

a toe andﬁgad to be amputated. TFortunately h:hg?ftad himgelf up k==
beyond her readh or she would hawa dome mora damaga. It was also
fortunate that a grizzly does not climb treaa like tﬁ; bladk bear,

The doetor had a narrow escape from death, and it will be the same
with anyone else who from now on comes in contact with any of these
half-tamed grizzlies where they have lost their fear of the human

being.
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In the Lewis and Clark journels, one may read of the earliest
wizle~theso early ex-

pionsegip)exparienne with the grizzly bear.
plorers im of 1804 and 1805 were in this region where the Yellowstone
Park was later established, mmm they tell of;a;ég;;éPt ineidents m%
meeting this big bear. He had a good deal of ouriogity. His habit
was to stand up, or even approach a stranger to see what he was. From

the tales of Indians, the explorers were theproughly convinced that
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the bear was viecious and chargeﬂ to kill. The man with a gun was
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1oaded from head to foot :}th fear, far more fear than the grizzly : [t
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fired mmeaiately m the aﬂort to kill.,;,{-_.
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had at the time.

In some cases, the grizsly ma# hava charged 1n vangeanuﬁ' but’ ﬁﬁ-a L;’
71_ ..f_}_. Jes
rule he fled. "~ ey

-J

From that time on, it was the man with a gun and his ancestral

¥

fear of this huge bear that brought about its extermination in the

State of California and other places. It was this continued war on
tﬁe grizzly who had no otherarﬁﬁ% enemies except man that taught him
to keep far out of sight_of-men and to run for his life at the scent,

(Qets 0l

sound,or sight of anything thet hed S B indiestion.. ¢/
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Ty The grizzly, therefore, up to the present time has seldom been

gr’raal danger to paople in the Park. His fear of the human being is
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Fifteen or twenty years ago{ it was a rare sight ever to see
& grizzly even in the Yeliowstona. It is even quite rare today in the
forested areas where the grizzly hangs out. Even when the black bears
used to come in to the garbage dumps, & grizzly never dared appear in
daylight. At dark he came lumbering down out of the trees, woofing
and making plenty of noise to scare the black bears so he could get &
portion of the food. 4; Z;: ﬁ;an
Today there is a great change in the habits of this animal, He

sits around in the afternoon waiting for the truck loadg of seconds
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from tﬁﬁ camps and hotels. Then an army of sixty or seventy grizzlies
will come right out in the open to the banquet table with a horde of
& thousand people sitting just above in plain aight no one can say
that the life of this bear iétieing metaﬁofyhosY% Sooner or later,
whether it is ten or twenty years, the grizzly will lose all his fear
of the sight, sound or smell of the human being. He will surely come
to his own in the Park. -‘-éoma—tionsmzw

"jduﬁpﬂﬂ*ihﬁ§9&¥t is will mean that under the

present method of free grub and no gunning, he will be the most dan-
gerous animal in any wilderness area._QEvo§#¥£;se who want to take an
outing along the wooded trails will dojso at a tremenduous risk.

At the present time, the Park/}angers are compelled to shoot
and kill any of the black bears tha. go off half—cOokad and injure

the touria;s in camps and along t

roads because of fami%ﬁarity.
/

Thdra is but/ one answer to the present p licy of queting

thod of keeping armed gers on the

the grizzliea. It/ is the army
line and occasionally shooting /the grizzlies so they are trainsd to

know a free and pasy living from the hands of man als_ means a bullet

Tha park feeds the gr zzlies sesthes because its a

free
world rpnoune¢ show to attrgot the touristg. Park Jlovers will pay

plenty an the end. The peqple feed the blawvks fg{ fun and excitement.

But vhap they do this, thay ought to know that the bears have to be
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shot.. : | The people are eduoating the bears to bgﬂdangeroua)
wnﬁk@ip g nuisance and as a result they have to be killed.
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During the past season, there was a marked increase in the
number of tourists injured by bears, as compared with the totals
of the six preceding years. Of visitors hurt, there were 114,
but this number is small when it is likely that 50;000 people
invited injury by their lack of disecretion. It is doubtful if
in any one case the blame could be justly be laid to the bear.
The total number of cases where bears did damage to cars and
around camps was 8l. The public is a little wiser than in for-
mer years, for in 1933, 146 damage cases were reported, and 451 _
in 1932. On account of accidents to people and property dam-
age, the park rangers had to single out and shoot 47 bears this
season. The black bears were-tha main aggressors. For obvious
reasons the rangers will have to adopt more stringent plans
and kill off more bears in the Yellowstone.

It is true that the néxional parks with their efficiency
have saved wild animals like the moose, buffalo and grizzly bear
which were once at the point of final disappearance. A well
managed wilderness area is the only home where these can sur-
vive, but they must live according to natgral habits. The arti-
ficial feeding of the Yellowstone elk in Jackson Hole has proved
a detriment to the-species. Pampering of the black‘beara by the
people, and coaxing the grizzly population out of their natural
environment with free food, is fostering disaster.

Of course, fewer visitors would be able to glimpse a
grizzly if the big bear show at Otter Creek was discontinued,

because it is not predieted that the grizzly tribe would tura
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out along the roads with their tin cups as the black bears did.
At that, with good behavior on both sides, the public might ses
both blacks and grizzlies in a role more natural and healthy for
them than eating lazily at a man-made table. What is so funny
about the glutfpnous scene 0f the grizzlies? 1Is it for the future
good of either the bears or the people?

The real purpose of the national parks thins down to whether
they should be used largely as playgrounds to amuse the people.
Should not the government maintain these marvels of nature more
from an educational standpoint? Should not the unequaled
grandeur of the national parks be maintained gbre for the mental
inspiration of Americans? Thousands ofllocal playgrounds and
parks have been established from the Atlantic to the Pacifie,
and thousands of other areas furnish abundant opportunities for
physical recreation.

To be sure there is a sharp competition between the
National Park Service of the Department of the Interior and the
Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, to please and
benefit the voting publie. For years a great publicity campaign
has been under way to build up attendance, but the sanctity of
guarding nature's marvels and our wilderness areas should not
be sacrificed. Let the Coney Islanders play in their own en-
vironment. Let the 200 enthusiasts keep their peanuts for their
local zoos.

Why should any bears be fed in the park? Why tack up the
sign on one tree, "Don't Feed The Bears," and on another, "Come

and See Us Feed Them?" Let 0ld Mother Bear go home and dig for

herself.
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