
GAME BOARD JOBS 
SAFE FOR PRESENT 

Re.signations to Be Act· 
ed on With Discretion. 

MR. VINING EXPLAINS ORDER 

Replacements· Not to Start 
for Several~ 

NEXT MEETING MAY · 1l 
---'l-1~-"'61 

Commission, In Secret · Session, 
Said to Have Discussed Man 

for Position of Supervisor •. 

The new state game commission; 
meeting for the first time In its ex• 
ecutlve offices in the Oregon build-
ing, Portland, yesterday amplified .its 
order of the previous day demanding · 
the resignation of all of its 145 em-
ployes within 15 days. 

"These resignations are to be filed 
with our office within 15 days of yes-
terday and will become effective only 
when the commission acts upon 
them," said I. E. Vining, Ashland, in 
explaining the order. "The fact that 

. we are asking for ·these resignations 
does not mean that these positions 
are vacated. They will not be vacated 
until we declare them so." 

That the commission does not in· 
tend to vacate positions and make 
appointments for several weeks wac 
Indicated when M. N. Dana, Port· 
land, chairman, announced that he 
would be out of the· state for about 
three weeks and would be unable to 
meet with the commission during that. 
time. The other four members of the 
body declared they did not desire to 
meet until his return. 

Next Mee~ in May. 
May 11 was then designated as the 

next meeting day, and the Portland 
office was designated as the place. 

The comn;lission's order of Monday 
requiring resignations to· be filed by 
all employes caused quite a flurry 
among those on the commission's· 
payroll due to the indication that a 
clean swee_p of personnel waa about 
to take place. Whether this will be 
the case no member of the comml1-
1ion Indicated yesterday. 

In the meantime the commiaaion's 
employee will be expected to con-
tinue their dutJes just as in the. past. 
With the opening of the official trout 
season today 8.Ild the general .nigra.-
tion of thousands of· anglers to trout 
waters, a full force of wardens to 
patrol these streams wla be· required, 
said Art M. Fish, chief of law en-
forcement, who stated fr.at all war-
dens will be expected to continue their 
work as if no order for resignations 
had been issued. 

Present at yesterday's :m,eting were. 
IMr. Dana, chairman; Kr. Vining, 

I Matt Corrigan, McMlnnvllle; Dr. J. c. 
Vandevert, Bend, and Carl liilven, 
Baker. 

Educatlo-1 Proirram 'Urged. 
William L. Finley, Portland nat· 

uralist, and W. S. Raker, outdoor .en-
thusiast, were present to urge the 
commission to plan and follow up a. 
definite educational program, co-
operating with schools and clubs to 
teach proper respect of wild life and 
of laws protecting it among young 
and old. They declared that past ef· 
forts along this line had not been 
successful because the men in charge 
of the work had not been properly 
fitted. 

Mr. Vining, as spokesman for the 
commission, answered the visitors by 
stating that the commission felt that 
educational work can greatly a.id in 
lessening the necessity of warden pa. 
trol work. 

A star chamber session was held 
late in the afternoon when news-
paper representatives, employes of. 
the commission, and visitors were 
excused from the room. After an 
hour's session, the doors opened again 
and the members of the commission 

. denied that any action had been 
· taken. 

"We've only been discussing mat-
\ers," said the chairman. 

It had been rumored, however, that 
1he commission was selecting a man 
for the position of state game super-
visor, provided by the recent legisla-
ture, as well as men for other 
offices. 

Channel to Be Opened. 
During the afternoon, the commis-

a; ion authorized an appropriation of 
$50 for opening of a channel through 
Canfield riffle, near the mouth of 
Rogue ri.ver, to allow salmon and 
stcelhead to get up the stream. F. :M.. 
Brown, in charge of warden patrol on 
the lower river, will have charge of 
the work. 

Many vouchers were signed and a 
few were que-stioned by the members, 
who asked Harvey L. ·Moreland, act-
ing- game warden, and Art Fish for 
rxplanations of certain items listed. 
'l'hey found fault with many upstate 
n ew spapers o~ small circulation that 
charged nearly as much for publish-
ing legal notices of stream closings 
~s did the metropolitan papers of 
l'ortland with many times the circu-
lation. 

'l'he Elks club of La Grande was 
,granted the head of a bull elk killed 
in Wallowa county last fall. The 
lodge was active in having elk in-
troduced to Oregon, according to Mr. 
l•ish. 

"Did this elk lose his head in a 
game commission upheaval?" some-
one asked, referring to the frequent 
changes in game commission per-
1;onncl. 

Special Duties Assigned .. 
At the morning session Chairman 

Dana assigned each member of the 
commission to give special attention 
to a. particular phase of the commis-
sion's work, giving the commission a 
li'ort of in:ormal cabinet organization. 

Dr. Vining was assigned to all mat-
ters pertaining to game, Dr. V:mde-
Ycr'. n 11 matters p,ertaining to fish, 
Cal'! Silven all matters pertaining 'o 
law enforcement and Matt Corrigan 
nil matters pertaining to administra-
tion. The commission voted, upon mo-
1 ion by Dr. Vining, to leave educa-
tional matters in the hands of the 
chairman. 

Attmtion was given to the ap-
proaching hearing between federar 
and state authorities to quiet title on 
Malheur lake and the surrounding 
lands . . Dr. Vining was appointed to 
attend a meeting of the state land 
board at Salem today, when the mat-
ter will be discussed. 

Written Reports Asked. 
J. E. Cullison, chairman of the game 

commission that passed oiit of office 
last week, was requested to accom-
pany Vining to the meeting to repre-
scat the commission. Dana suggested· 
that Crump Jake, situated near Mal-
l1eur lake, be recommended for a mi-
gratory bird refuge when the matter 
of designating Malheur lake as such 
a refuge is proposed. 

Ralph Cowgill, engineer for the 
<'ommisslon, was assigned to accom-
pany Dr. Vandevert to Burns May 12 
when the Malheur lake title hearing WiJl be he.Id. 

Tfie'COmmiss1on reqtieSfeii a.tt L. 
Ryckman an:d Gene M. Simpson, re-

. flpectively su·perintendent of the fish 
hatcheries and superintendent of 
game farms, to prepare and file com~ 
plete · detailed reports of their work! 
and experiences while in the employ 
cf the commission within 14 days. 

"Does this mean we will write our 
own obituaries?" Mr. Simpson asked. 

"No," said the chairman, and the 
1·est of the commission nodded its ap-
proval of the answer. 

' · Value of Work Noted. 
The matter was introduced by Dr. 

Vining, who said that both men were 
nationally known authorities in their 
respective lines and have been of 
great value to the state of Oregon. 
Records of the problems met and 
solved, and the values created by 
their departments, were desired by 
the commission to be handed down to 
posterity, he said. , 

Written reports also were requested 
of Art M. Fish, chief of law enforce-
ment; Harvey L. Moreland, acting 
state game warden, and Ralph Cow· 
gill, as engineer of the commission. 

In the course of a. brief oral sum-
mary of his work as chief of law en-
forcement since October 1, Mr. Fish 
told of dividing the state into foiir 
divisions and placing a district war-
den in charge of the deputies in each 
district to gain closer contact with the 
men. on patrol duty. Changes were 
made in personnel and a reduction of 
the cost of patrol duty resulted, he 
said. 

Mileage Rate Cut. 
The mileage rate allowed deputies 

fo1· the use of private automobiles 
was reduced from 8 and 9 cents to 6 
cents, he said. 

"Some of the wardens admitted," 
he stated, "that they had been .mak-
ing $25 to $50 a month on their auto-
mobiles and therefore used their cars 
more than necessary just to earn this 
extra mileage." 

This pri.ctice had been stopped, he 
said, with the reduction in the mile-
age allowance. · 

Superintendent of Hatcheries Ryck-
man, in answer to questions asked by 
Commissioner Corrigan, said central-
lzation. of hatchery work would re-
duce overhead expense and allow 
further expansion of the work. Such 
centralization, he stated, would in-
clude buying of supplies and reduce 
mileage of haul necessary for trans• 
porting eggs, fish and supplies. 

, Financial :Report Read. 
Mr. Moreland read a financial state-

ment showing an estimated balance 
on hand of $15.072.95 and outstanding 
bills payable of approximately $4000. 

Removal of the commission's exec-
utive offices from Portland to Salem, 
Jiropo~elj · !it the Monday meeting in 
Salem, was approac,hed again yester-
day when Moreland was asked for a 
detailed statemer. on the amount of 
floor space necessary, provisions of 
the leas!', and rent paid. He sailj the 
rent amounted to $298 a month, and 
was figured on a space basis. The 
lease, he understood, was in the hands 
of the state board of control. 

A request from the Marion Coun-
ty Game Protective associat:on for 
young Chinese pheasants to be turned 
over to the club by the commission, 
to be raised and released shortly after 
the close of the hunting season, was 
granted. A similar request for 2000 
Chinese pheas11I1t eggs for the Jack-
son County Game Protective associa-
tion. also was granted. 

The commission adopted a genera.I 
rule that Gene Simpson, as superin-
tern:.ent of game farms, should as-
siime tha responsibility of farming 

out pheasants to sportsmen's 
izations. 

I 
organ-\ 

The commission rejected an offer 
of Weatherly Fa.rms, Inc., to sell 400 
Chinese pheasants tv the commission 
at the rate of $3 a head for hens and 
$2 a head for cocks. 

A bill of the William J. Burns In-
ternational Detective agency for $250 
for detective work was questioned by 
the commission. Mr. Moreland said he 
had no record of any detective worlt 
having been done for the commission, 
and had asked the agency for a de-
tailed statement. 


