
DAMS HELO PER'IL 
T LAND WEALTH 

WilHam Finley Sees Need 
for~orou~h stur . /_ lt:Y.3 . , / 

MARSHFIELD, April 16 (Spe-
ciaD-The need for thorough 
study of all elements involved in 
the erection of federal dams on 
western streams was pointed out 

'i::>efore Coos county Izaak Walton 
league club members, 100 in num-
ber, at their annual banquet here 
Friday night by William Finley, 
Portland naturalist and author. 

He said Oregon is spending $100,-
000 per year in advertising to draw 
tourists and sportsmen, but that 
some steps have been taken to 
hinder preservation of wild-life re-
sources, without adequate plan-
ning being taken on other phases 
involved, such as erosion of soil, 
preservation o! water supplies and 
establishment of game sanctu-
aries. 

Finley, regular contributor to 
National Geographic magazine. 
vice-president of both the Wildlife 
federation and the national Walton 
league, said that the present rush 
to build dams on western streams 
is only a continuation of a poorly-
thought-out policy of conservation. 

Food Primary Need 
"The history of mankind is the 

history of his search for food," he 
said. "Man despoils fertile lands 
and makes deserts of them, then 
moves on. But we have renewable 
and non-renewable resources-the 
minerals in the ground are not re-
newable, but the fertility of the 
soil, its forests and streams, are 
renewable. Conservation is the wise 
use-and not the misuse-of the 
resources. In America 300,000 acres 
of good farm land pass out of cul-
tivation each year. 

"The forest is the mother of our 
country. It stores up water, it pre-
vents erosion and flood. But today, 
right here in Oregon, we sadly 
need a program of tax revision to 
protect those who hold forest lands 
but cannot, because of tax expense, 
hold onto them. We must protect 
both the men and the forests," Mr. 
Finley declared. 

"What worries me is that one 
use of streams is destroying all 
the other uses. Pollution, caused 
by commercial interests, destroys 
the oxygen in the water, the insect 
life dies, and fish will not live. We 
need to study irrigation projects, 
for too often the farmer does not 
benefit, the increased cost is too 
great, and he never gets the mort-
gage paid off to the government. 
Often there are no screens to pre-
vent fish from being killed; too 
often sanctuaries of wild fowl are 
destroyed for the sole purpose of 
irrigating farm land." 

River Blocked at Coulee 
Finley said that after vigorous 

efforts by fishing interests, both 
sportsmen and commercial, the 
government had finally put in fish 
ladders at Bonneville dam. "Coulee, 
however, is blocked completely, as 
is the Sacramento river at Shasta 
dam, and salmon on these streams 
may eventually go out of exist-
ence." Finl~y said, how,ever, t&11.t 
the government plans a aix-year 
program to produce a million fish 
a year in the Grand Coulee area, 
but after that has no program 
whatsoever. 
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wttDLIFE FANS BANQUET I 
The annual banquet of the Coos 

County Izaak Walton League will be 
held at Bush's in Marshfield Friday ev-
ening of this week with a program of 
promin,¢-.apeakers. Chief on the list 
is Wrn. Fin!9: of Portland, vice presi-
dent Ot-ttre Wildlife Federation of 
America and vice president of the Iz-
aak Walton League of America. An-
other prominent speaker will be Wm. 

mith, in charge of wildlife federation 
work in Oregon. All those interested 
in wildlife conservation are invited to 
attend. Tickets for the b~nquet can b~ 
obtained at The Arcade m Bandon ;!10~ 
at Bush's in Marshfield at the time of 
the banquet which is 7: 00 p. m. 

Mr. Finley Knows His Subject . 1t If~/ 
William Finley, one of Ame~ica's best-lfoown authori-

ties on wild life and outdoor topics, told Walton club mem-
bers Friday night that before the government builds dams 
on the McKenzie and Santiam rivers, or on any other rivers, 
adeqµate study should be given to all aspects of the situa-
tion a dam creates. Too often, he said, the dam brings new 
problems of fish propagation, erosion control, water trans-
portation and destruction of other outdoor resources. 

Thus Bonneville and Grand Coulee dams, while ex-
pected to bring millions of dollars' worth of cheap power to 
the Columbia river valley each year, may destroy a large 
part of the ten million dollar yearly income from Oregon 
fishing. For, as Mr. Finley pointed out, arrangements to 
let fish go around Coulee dam are not even included in 
the project, and whatever steps are taken to transport the 
fish by truck, flume or what not will be subject to the 
whims of each succeeding congress. As yet, man's attempts 
to interfere with nature in such an important problem have 
been partial failures. 'The government has not yet proved 
that its fish ladders at Bonneville are going to do the job 
they're supposed to. Certainly; they will not be as efficient 
as the river itself was before the mounds of concrete and 
steel were put in place. 

Another important aspect of these government dams is 
that they are usually poorly managed and become too ex-
pensive to pay out as they would be forced to do if private-
ly managed. The Bonneville administration, with thousands 
of watts of power to sell, and millions to spend in selling 
it, is in the position today of trying to cram power down 
the throats of the Oregon people. Its acts in the recent 
legislature were not beyond criticism, as it tried to get 
liberal laws passed so everyone could drink from the bot-
tomless well of public electricity. So whether the Bonne-
ville project will do anything more than force several pri-
vate utilities to go broke or out of business, is still an-
other question. 

There are many qualified engineers, too, who claim 
that hydro-electric projects are by and large outdated in 
such an area as the northwest where distances between 
centers of population are great. It is, they say,-and cite 
figures to back up their statements,--much cheaper and 
more efficient to have steam generating plants scattered 
throughout the area. Steam, made by burning coal, can 
generate power more cheaply than does water. And the 
coal industry certainly needs to find a new outlet for its 
product. 

It has been estimated that several thousand coal miners 
could be given work were the government or private utili-
ties to erect coal-burning power plants throughout the land 
instead of hydro-electric. And the movement of coal would 
certainly create jobs for roalroad workers, truckers, and 
chemists. Certainly if coal is cheaper than water in de-
veloping power, it should be given a hearing. 

And certainly if the fmnous McKenzie river is faced 
with possible loss of its fishing resources, its value as a 
playground area, and other destructive as well as construc-
tive results, the people who know should be given a hear-
ing before Uncle Sam tosses up a mass of concrete above 
Eugene, for the supposed purpose of controlling floods in 
the lower Willamette. 
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