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Wildlife Zealots 
Versus Realists 

By Clandfl Buchanan 
Corvallis Member of the wiitamette River Basin Commission 
The one-sided controversy at 

the Wildlife conference at Cor-
vallis, and reported in many 
newspapers, needs some clarify· 
ing, lest the misunderstanding 
prevail that the action taken by 
the Wildlife conference is un-
challenged. 
Hits Finley Stand 

The great naturalist, W. L. 
Finley, who leads the fight m op· 
position to the development of 
the Willamette valley, loves wild· 
life and nature in its primitive 
state, unspoiled by man. To 
him, wildlife, natural woods and 
streams mean more than im· 
proved farms .and growing cities. 
To him, the preservation of a few 
spawning beds for the salmon 
means more than the saving of 
farm buildings, livestock and the\, 
rich soil that is washed away by 
flood waters. In his zeal to main· 
tain the Willamette valley in its 
primitive, undeveloped state, he 
would block the work that has 
been tn progress since G.wernor 
Martin started the Willamette 
Valley Project committee to 
work in 1935. To state, as did 
Mr. Finley, that no opportunity 
was given the public to oppose 
the project, is misleading. Mr. 
Finley should know of the com· 
mittee work, and of the public 
~gs, and pf the investiga· 
tion;"the survey and the app 
by the army engineers. 

Wildlife zealots oppose the 
Willamette River Basin project, 
of course, because, to them, fish· 
ing means more th~ t~ Jlf..2§· 
perit,y...J)J the farm~rs. But thf.se 
men, who dream of the few fish· 
ing pools affected in the head-
waters of the Willamette river. 
in all its primitive setting, can· 
not ke~p the settlers from build-
ing homes and improving ...the 
rich lowlands ne~ Jb.e Willam-
ette rfver. Neither can they keep 
the cities on the river from grow· 
ing. Neither can they keep the 
farmers from practicing inten-
sive agriculture and irrigation. 
Benefits of Project 

The proposed dams will mate-
rially increase the stream flow 
during the summer, to aid irriga-
tion and navigation, and to offset 
increasing stream pollution, so 
deadly to fish life. The million 
dollars allotted for improvement 
of fish hatcheries should offset 
the loss \Jf the few spawning 
beds that will be rendered use· 
less for natural spawning. 

It has taken a lot of hard work 
on the part of men who have 
given of their time and talent 
unselfishly, without compensa-
tion, to promote this improve· 
ment for a greater Willamette 
valley. It will require team work 
of public-spirited people to com-
plete the project, now 11nly be-
gun. Let us not allow the ele-
ment that always comes forward 
to oppose improvement and 
block progress, to block also the 
development of the Wiilamette 
valley that means so much to 
ourselves and to future genera-
tions. 
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