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Spring is not far away, and that iaeans coon tinie ~ Some time ago, 

meeting ire . larolu ;)eJcum Gill &t a tea., the signt ot ma :um.st have orot:1'..ht 

up the thour,hb of the out- o_ ... doors, wi.lo. places and wild cret;ttures, and all 

of: our mei:.l'J.dor.a.Ur,.J by lanQ. and vJater e.t.ld the que~r company we kept. Sha 

f!S.V!'~ me ~n inter~s1<'ing desc1·i:pcion o.f.' n .fa.ti.ily of coons that lmd been in the 

in spring: ·i.;ime . 'The li·ttle coous 1d:bn fa1a:ir- ·zutc i'aaoe ,. eager • ..n<l excitod, 

• 

bu"',; in a PU..: a.::.::0. gs:.i '.;1e r"-t~io:'l like · :estJnl O .. ·e~;cn, llo .::u. ' no·; :r.~\vl i:ilto a 
den 

/ . 
fror::s on .... hic:1 he d.itec. B•.i.t i.'i.;.'".;.b t-:..ml ·;er:r 1 .por:..U lu 0n ·:l.L f",e;;;h. spring 

$~C'IOWh.ere i:'..'l Ct ~;-:ug, .. :aft holl~ in rt!! Ol.1 tree, or perhs:os in a . 

sate cave nii •i hillside, ,.,.~ h:"o to f'~:vc qn~rter round, n.e.ked, squirmin~ 

. 
Thet!e fir'>t days at" bHnd :L"'ld. rl:most !r.nni!1'~t.e, ~ust wnitinp.- :i"o1!" · time to do 

its work , then feelint:-: , wri~gling end suckin~. They gradue.lly awake to each 

• 



• 

-
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ot!'10rs' wurm ocdias. their mother's · soft hnir, and they ")egin to vrhimper 

c-.nd c:rcrr;d for pli2".oes at the te.ble. Soon they sa.."l.se light and use their feet 

-i;o cra:\":"l '.lbout. J.nd coon they are nibbling ~l'.i r..;.w .flo.Jh ·\:hat thoir nother 

br:b:.i.c;s tu. J\nd they begin to ur;o ·i:;hoir li tt1e hands to crawl up ·-to the 

d oor o.nd .f'eel the be.lmy nir and sunshine. It isn •+, 1.011g until the"'J n::·e 

orossed hy black ma ... ka.- libtle han ls v;ith nakod soles, an rcn'!T..d bushy tails 

cir~ler "Id.th bl:;..ck rings - all in ell e. neat drcos po.t·tern.. And th~y are 

slfYrr1y n.cquit'in~ a.11 tJ.'e coc:i.mess of their :p1 rents,. ar:.d c..re ~,,._dy to go out 

in tho -i•ror1d and tr-.r i;beir hands l'.t hun:.ing and hidinc:, plajrmr- and feasting. 

T11oir .:.,.other £H>ot1 leQos bhei:i down be the littl'.;' s+.'!"eam, for it 

is always water :£'01~ cho c1)01.t tribr., :;.r1d ·they o.r~ born !:l!ld live near it. 

1'he mr•a.11, clear rrbrcn.i.-r. J:::t':i ct ling doYr..1 'through the woods beocmes thei:r play-

It is no·l::;::c...:.3..hl- ·1;;' .a-b ;;J1cir foct r..i.ro nevo:':." rt11J 1 £llw,,.ys i'eoling for some-

thin<?. ·ath oyos roanin{; up 5.nto tho treo-tnps, these nr:ile han.ds vnll be 

hidden in · t; . Ii' thoro hr.>.ppe:'.l.s to be £~ bootle or a _wor.n, it is drar.~e~ d out 

and p1•orop·ti, · t:.-i.~::cn 1own to the vm.ter, . dr:.nked s.nd sozzlea ·md ma.ulod into a 
\ 

"-in, and fil.w.lly 

swtlilcw it ilt a gulp ~.s if it h~s pe~ ·i::rr-..nsfo?"J'lle<.t into o. oh.oio<:; :nors0l • They 

arc not p~rtfoub.r abmxt wh.a·b they eat. i'or they a-re about as om.'livorous as 

ros"l:;ly t: oir. '.r.l.enu consists of· frogs, small fish, crayfish, c.1.~, 11russt>ls, 

berries o.nd other f'!4'!i1ts,·nnts. and of' course corn green or ripe. ln. autumn 

they 1'n.tton o~ :mts ll!ld gt'0.in, rettinrr rood~~ !'or long cold days :.?.! d nights 

and le~m pickings- or perh'l.ps a lon~i: sleep using up t.i.1eir stored i'u.~. 

'•Then their mother drags &. crayfish or a l'l·og i'ro:m th1:; '!nu.ddy bank 
, ' . - • ' • . t. ~ 11 

• 
,V.ith dragged be.ck to the water again and souled and wai;.he~. As if that 



/ 

f:lt\t"Or 0')1 "'l. ;:> '"O c a.roun n br nr: u 000te rn re 

u·1 h ch i rl store on th 1 :mp- er ti re, . d tho "1!'9.Ahinn; is dono all 

sh! ocr ish thr. I:: 1'.!l e never b en out of ter 

s1.n~e it . s hat~hod! 

once 

nld tub, f'nr thP- e '!!!!". s ~J m:r ni r1 in it. 

, ~+. o· ld · ~ esc &! thoAfll .,rnb e ·in ers t.hn. clutched 

+.n PO. It mm~ h WtH·Jie<l, t'.nrl .W.nhod it vm.s 

"J:-' -l:h ·r·~l. bh ~ it ~,.,. h s ~f'\'lth na hA~~n ~~ R?dnr. 1\d sm:ty, 

!" ,:i j 1kn d" e iun, 'tri.a lon"", serious f oe solemn. 

F nnn Ud!"' t. .... ' h~ s be.o "t . rd, A.lld this s an aspeci 1 treat. What e. 

t reminded MD of 

.t was domied. 

ro ·u oe ·ien raoooons ha.ve l>ee OW! to catch poultx:f, 68-

t • s '~nd they undoubted y catch small gs.me 

r.lso d &tr<.y some corn ·while in the toasting cnr 

st9.(!"e , or ·im • en rine, but hlles6 u enre<lations re usually 01'.·erlooked in 

vi rt of thei ~ gEmenl ue a.i:; g ms and fur-bea:dll!!; liui· 11 • In tJB.nY places 

the nocturr. 1 '·coon himt1' , 1 ... .h O/S is au exci tll "' sp :>r,v. 

Th fur value of' ~he raocoon is not great. ths prices reaching 

usuall bu, n £e.T dollars u skin, but bee uatt oi' 't.i.eir g ..... 1cral e.buntlllJ'lce 

and 'l.7i e .. iatr1bu1J.o:n, they form m1 important pu.rt r he tmim?.l i"ur crop 

of Ore~otl· The .... ir ia attr c·civo, waru, u.nd v ry dura lo. lt rro.s ·'·ormer 

l!'.!UCh t:sed in winte1· coats i'or 'Uotl o ... ru 11 .i; e l e m tho cold ca stem ro-

I': ::!.ons , it is still popular for winter travel by mo~o~ • 

No, Procyon lo~or - Pro Jon, the uaa.~er - can no re chm .. h!s 

ho.bits than the lo 1ml"d .!nn h_:ls 3-pOt... Ho rill still be 1mshin~ hie crt..y-fi sh 

till the end of h:ts days. 
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