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once enormously abundent in the eastern United States. Its demise is & grue-
some recitsl of almost unbelievable slaughter that wiped it out in a compara-
tively Vrief period.

Some of the early ormithologists reported that the flocks of the
pessenger pigeon darkened the sun and estimated that there were untold millions
breeding throughout the wooded porticns of Canada, east of the Rocky Mountains,
and from ¥ansas over to Pennsylvenia and New York, They wintored in the
southern states from Texas to Loulsisnna snd Florids. Thoy were slain by
millions during the middle of the last cemtury. From one region in Michigan, it
was reported that three millions of these birds were iilled for the market,

It wes about forty-five yesrs ago, or the ba\giming of the present
century, that these passenger pigeons were completely exterminmted. & few %
birds were kept in confinement for some time after the wild birds were gono.
The last survivor of its raco was in the Cincinnstti Zoologicsl Park in 1914,
Years ago when these birds were over plentiful, it was thought they needed no
proteation as there were so many of them that they could be bought in the mer-
ket at = very low prices Today it is almost impossible to buy one of these
mbunted specimens for $8500. >

The bandw-teiled pigeon of the West might have followed in the path
of this eastern bird years ago had the people m*§ been aroused to the neces~
sity to save it. The ensctment in 1913 of the federal law for the protecticn
of migratory birds vme the most important step that vas taken %o save our wild
pigeon of the West, ss well az some other species. Under the provision of
this Act, the band-tailed pigzeon wns removed entirely from the list of pgeme
birds.

This pigeon rmg;a up and dowm the Pacifio Coast end oceaszionally
ags fer as Colorado end western Texas. Fifty years age, these pigeons were
very abundant in Oregon, and many people made s business of ah-soting or net-
tidy them for the market. Years age, Mr. 0. G. Delada of Corwvallis told us
that he caught a great meny of these birds in the coest hills. He said he

took twenty-five dozen at one spring of his net at Bddyville, and many others
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got aways At that time they were shipped to markets in Portlend end Sen Fran-
cisco. Ho shipped as meny ns eighty dozer at a time. 'ﬂ;o birds were ncenn-
+omed o aollect around mineral springs or at wmboring places at certain sea-
-sons of the years .

Durine the winter of 1911-1912, Mr. W. Lee Cherdbers of Los Angeles re-
ported nn irmenze 1ight of bend~-tailed pipeons from Pasa Robles south to Ford-
hoff.«nd all through the comst mountainse Great rumbers were killed and shipped
to Sun Francizeco and Los Angeles, One hunter shizped over %two thoussnd birds.
A grest many huntere from all through southern Celifornia were out daily %o
shoot pigeons. This is en example of a certsin time and plase where e.' zreat
number of pigeons collected together and sbaid in orne locelity until “hey were
prectically destroyed.

The band=tailed pi_g;eon, aftor belng protscted from 1613 up to a few
years ago, had inereased in nusbers, end now that the ﬁuson has been opened
for one month, careful study is needed to estimate how many of Lheso birds ere
Killed through the West so thet the present mwbers, which are not nearly as
abundant as formerly, are not reduced too much.

Some birds survive the hunters that wege war aprainst them every yeer
better them otharse The China phessant which was introduccd in Oregon over |
Pifty years ago and the Fungarian parbridpe have been able to hold their own
better than our native game birds. These two foreign birds thrive better in
the sasbern part of the state than in the West, and they are totally different
from native Oregonians like the mountain quail and come of the grouse, In
other words, these birds that came from Asia end Burops are more sturdy and
tenaolous than our rative spolcies. Fron the standpoint of many hunters, they ssem
£o want our nation ooecupied by foreign birds instead of rativece
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