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1Illegal Jlunting, 
By Well-to .. Do 
Hit at Dinner 

1 ct. ~~.ts-rr:J7 
Gairielson, of Biological 

Survey, Assails Shooters 
Before Wildlife Institute 

Illegal hunting by well-to-do "duck 
club" shooters of game was denounced 
vigorously by. Ira N. Gabrielson. Chief 
of the United States Bureau of Bio-
logical Survey. at a dinner of the 

I newly organized American Wildlife 
Institute last night at the Waldorf-

'! Astoria. 
"There Is a numerically small, but 

exceedingly noisy group of shooters, 
I won't call them sportsmen," he 
said, "who have by some strange rea-
soning reached the conclusion that 
because they have Invested money in 
l'md where they may hunt waterfowl I 
on their own property they are en- , 
titled to special consideration and 
even to the privilege of violating the 
law with immunity.'' 

Finds No Excuse for T~'JH! 
"I can find less excuse for this type 

of man," he said "than for the poor 
devil who takes the birds to eat or 
who needs the money to support his 
family." 

Mr. Gabrielson outlined the history 
ot the early efforts of the Reclamation 
Ser1'.ice, which ended. he said, in large 
sections of the country going "drain-
age-mad_,'' taking away much of the 
available marshlan.d in which water-
fowl had been accustomed to "breed 
in, rest in and feed in." 

Until a few years ago, he said the 
minority who saw the dangers of ex-
termination of wild fowl had fought 
a losing battle, but that three years , 
ago the picture began to change. i 
Smee then funds appropriated for the 
Biological Survey had been used for 
buying suitable lands and re-flooding 
them, he said, adding that c. c. c. 
boys\ had given invaluable assistance 
in p anting 60,000 pounds of aquatic 
Plants for the birds to feed on. 

- - More than a million trees, largely 
food bearing, have been planted for 
this same purpose of providing sus-
tenance for the birds after the re-
fiooded marshes were made available 
again for their yearly building of 
nests. 

Tell~ of North Dakota Program 
Mr. Gabrielson described with par-

ticular pleasure the program insti-
tuted in North Dakota, where a law 
has been passed removing taxes from 
lands which are re?fiooded. He said 
that seventy-six such projects were 
already under way in that state and 
that thirty of them are now com-
plete. "Within two months of the 
time water was turned in on that 
land," he added. "one of the c. c. c. 
boys found 142 nests on an island in 

' one of the fiooded areas." 
I William L. Finley, of the A~!can 

Nature Association, showed motion 
pictures taken by him at the time of 
the reclamation service work in the 
Northwest, and before that time 
pointing out when the Reclamation' 
Service had given up certain marsh-
lands as useless and mid them to land 
promoters, fires raging for years over 
over the area had made it uninhabit-

1 able for wild game, resulting in !ts 
I transformation into a "biological de-
sert." 

Pictures taken by him more re-
cently, since the biological survey has 
been at work, showed a gradual re-
population of the same areas and a 
return of the volumes of wild fowl 

' formerly inhabiting them. 
Presiding at the meeting was for-

mer Senator Frederic C. Walcott of 
Connecticut,presll'ient of the American I 
Wildlife Institute. More than 200 j 
members of the institute and their 
friends attended the dinner, among 
the1'.1 being R. R. M. Carpenter, vice-
pres1dent of the du Pont Company; 
Harvey C.Couch, of Kansas City, prom-
inent in coservation work; Harry B. 
Hawes, former United States Senator 
from Missouri; ;Herbert L. Pratt, 
Eltinge F. Warner, publisher of "Field 
and Stream," and C. K. Davis, presi-
dent of the Remington Arms Com-
pany, ........_ 

POU Tl GS SCORED 
BY GAME EXPERT 
lO.AaA,-~. t'f:'31 
;;~&-rIAN NEWS BUREAU, 

Washingtolil, Jan. 18~William L. 
Finley, Portland, national authority 
on wild life, told Secretary of Com-
merce Roper today .that people he 
represents are opposed to having 
politicians in charge of the United 
States fisheries bureau or any other 
bureau dealing with wild life. 

Mr. Finley has taken exception to 
Frank T. Bell, United ·States fish 
c.ommissioner, in m,.agazine articles. 

Finley told Secretary Roper men 
who knew and understand problems 
of fish are wanted, not ppliticians. I 

Commissioner Bell was secretary 
to former Senator Clarence C. Dill, 
Washington. 


