
nice brood of ducklings. But the drake never entered into real marriage 

with the forlorn hen. He was only an instrument and derisive and un-

feeling to her. She was always a thorn-in-the-flesh to him, and un-

walited. 

Headlong love life is usually punished in one way or another. 

In his own mind, the drake owed nothing further to this hen and her brood, 

and he fretted at the persecution of being penned up with her. One moon-

light night he was fussing about the bottom of the wire fence trying to 

find a hole in it, or make one. He was making too much noise for a sagacious 

wild bird. But he was neither sagacious nor wild, so how could he know? 

He paid no attention to the dark trees down the hill or"what might be in 

them. c l 

Suddenly' there was a flare of powerful wings above him,f'-sicken-

"' ing choking sound. Those who had raised him under an electric light and 
• 

petted him into an unnatural member of his race were not there to save him. 

When morning came, the hen duck and ducklings were cowering petrified under 

cover. The drake was found lying in the yard, his body almost cut in two 

and his head eaten off. His love affair had been cut short by the talons 

and beak of a great horned owl. 
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