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so a e hope to a·ttend rncogmto 
a spo smen's convention, for the purpose 
of preseinting a resolution. It would start 
"Whereas, the preservation of wildlife is 
vitally importan't . . ." and we have a 
hunch the assembled sportsmen would pass 
i't, despite that the concluding sentence 
would read: "Therefore, Be It Resolved: 
That all sportsmen be summarily execut-
ed." 

Not that . we want them executed, you 
understand; they're fine fellows. But our 
suspicion that they would approve such a 
resolu•tion has been heightened by the ac-
tion of the state Wildlife Federation in con-
demning, apparently after slight investi-
gation, if any, the Willamette Valley Pro-
ject, or at any rate 1the proposed high dams. 

William L. Finley addressed the conven-
tion on Wednes:chry;- repeating his well-
worn arguments against these dams; at 
that time the convention withheld endorse-
men1t of his stand, at the urging of Presi-
dent William J. Smith of the federation, 
pending a study of the project's alleged 
benefits. On Thursday 1Jhe resolution was 
finally passed; and knowing what we do 
about conventions, we hope to be pardoned 
for entertaining grave doubt that the issue 
was investigated thoro'ughly. 

It has been announced and repeated 
times without number that the army en-
gineers' plans for the Willamette Valley 
Projec•t provide for safeguarding fish life 
in the Willamette an.d its tributaries. Un-
til the sportsmen have proof to the con-
trary, it does their cause little good to pass 
resolutions inimical to the flood control, 
irrigation and navigation program which 
congress has approved for the benefit of 
an important section of Oregon. 

Fu 

western Oregon at the group's 
annual meeting at the Campbell 
Court hotel here Monday night, 
it was announced Tuesday. Also 
unanimously el e c t.e d were 
Thomas H. Grice, Portland, 
vice-president, and William C. 
Carroll, Gresham, secretary. 
treasurer. 

Legislative matters were dis- , 
cussed by Charles W. McGee 
and William L. Finlex as repre-

1 sentatives of the Oregon state 
funeral drectors' and embalm-
ers' board. They announced a 
special meeting of the board at 
1 P. M. Saturday in the Oregon 
building and revealed that an 
embalmers' examination will be 
held in Portland on January 8, 
9 and 10. ./ 

an of 
The Or gonian December 3, 
John C. Page, commissioner of 

I reclamation, · warned the public 
to be wary of real estate agents 
selling the land to be irrigated 
by the government's huge proj -j ect south of Grand Coulee dam 
in Washington. 

Mr. Page is correct in saying 
that the government has no 
land to sell in eastern Wash· 
ington which they are planning 
to irrigate. Hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars have been spent 
by the government in irrigating 
privlite property in western 

I_ states.L and the land · owners 
have never paid back the loan~
and have been relieved of pa 
ing interest. In other states be· 
sides Washington, this has 
given land boosters and specu-
lators a chance to cheat both 
the taxpayers and the farmers. 

Irrigation of arid lands in 
the west is of great value, but 
it should be handled on a busi-
ness and not a political basis. 
If more information and facts 
were furnished the public, real 
estate promoters could not bene-
fit as much by false statements. 

Since the reclamation service 
will have to spend about $200 
per acre to irrigate the private 
land south of the Grand Coulee 
dam, and this money has to 
come from the taxpayers' pock-
ets, will these land owners be 
compelled to repay this or not? 
If private land owners can con-
tinue to get funds from the gov-
ernment and not pay interest or 
principal it will continue to be 
a great game for real estate 
promoters. 

WILLIAM L. FINLEY. 
Route 10, Portland, Or. 
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The Orego St e ~ 
and trees wi "S OO be i abited by 
gray squirrels, Phil Branson, presi-
dent of the wildlife club, announced 
at a meeting last night. The plant-
ing of these animals will be a proj-
ect of the club for the coming term. 

Gray squirrels, Branson ex-
plained, are outstanding for thei.r 
sleek beauty, and for eaRy domest\• 
cation. They are familiar to vaca-
tionists throughout the tall timbe1· 
of the Pacific northwest, and are 
the same species of squirrel that 
live in the lawns and trees of the 
state capitol at Salem. 

Another club project, scheduled 
for the latter part of January' is 
the showing of motion pictures 
taken by William Finley world-
famous Oregon na ura"li!rt, includ-
ing an Alaskan series on the Kodiak 
bear. An attempt will be made .to 
have Finley lecture with the pie-
tur 

OPPOSES V DAMS 
To · the Editor. I eceived a 

copy of the Salem Statesman of 
December 3, containing an edi-
·torlal entitled "Opposing the Val-
ley Project." This refers ·to the 
annual meeting of the Oregon 

, Wildllfe Federation at C.orvallls 
and states that the sportsmen, I 
without proper investigation, op-
pose the Wlllamette Valley Pro-
ject. It also states that the 
army engineers' plans tor this 
project provide for safeguardln~ 
fish lire in the Willamette river 
.and its tributaries. ' 

It fou'r high dams are built 
on the north and south forks of 
the Santlam, the McKenzie, a,nd · 
the middle fork of the Willam-
ette, the army engineers have 
.&tated that these cannot be sup- . 

• 'plied with fish ladders. We have 
a state law to the effect that 
d·ams that block our .migratory 
tisli runs cannot be constructed 

' unless authorized by the state 
fish and game commissions. ~oth 

; of these commissions have op~oa
, · e.d the building of these tour 

dams. The sportsmen also feel 
that this state · law should not 
be violated. 

The Wlllamette River Basin 
commission has informed the 
public that an extra mllllon dol-
lars will be spent by the govern-
ment on hatcheries and wtll not 
9tllY save the fisheries from the 
destructive effects of their pro-
posed dams, but will actually im-
prove both commercial and sport 
fishing, ·This is not true, accord-
ing to the studies made by state 
and federal fish experts. 

. The artificial spawning of cer-
tain varieties of fish has been 
very successful. The facts show 
that other fish, like the spring 

I Chinook ·salmon, can be spawn-
ed but later they gradually dis-
appear If their natural spawning 
beds are destroyed. 

The Baird hatchery on the 
headwaters of the Sacramento 
river in California was establish-
ed years ago by the United States 
Bureau of Fisheries. For some 
time this hatchery handled about 
20,000,000 salmon eggs each sea-
son, but nevertheless it has been 
abandoned simply because, In 
spite of its efforts, the salmon 
have disappeared. The same thing 
occurred where Chinook salmon 
were artificially propagated in 
the Salmon river In Idaho, and 
that hatchery was also abandon-
ed. 

Again, years ago when the 
Clackamas river, tributary of the 
Willamette, was blocked with 
power dams, the bureau of fish-
eries built a hatchery a few 
miles up in the hope of main· 
taining the Chinook runs. They 
stopped all the salmon at River 
Mill dam, and they were spawned 
artificially. Instead of increasing 
or holding their own, the num-
bers of fish returning to the river 
steadily dropped. Where 2,428,-
000 eggs were taken in 1'931, the 
supply had dropped in 1938 to 
300,000. Finally the salmon w.ere 
permitted to ascend a fish lad-
der at River Mill, and a new 
fish ladder recently constructed 
at Cazadero, because the only 
hope seemed to lie in allowing 
tlj.em to spawn naturally. 
JU.<, 15, William L. Finley, 

111¢ J Portland, Oregon. 
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