
NOTED NATURALIST 
ADDRESS PUBLIC FORUM I 

-- . I 
If •present pian.s materiol.ize the 1 

folk of Sw>00t Home and com-
munity will •have the pleasure of I 
listening to an address at thie next 
regular public forrum meeting 
by that noted naturalist, William 
L. Finley. Mr. Finley's subject is 
not announced but it will, per-
haps, be alio·ng the lines of pre-
serving our national 'l'esources 
and na.tural beauty. A large crowd 
is anticipated at this meeting, 
for, besides this noted s1>eaker a 
splendid program is bein·g arrang-
ed by the Square Circl•e who have 
charge of the program for the 
mext meeting. 

Don't forg•e.t the date, Thurs-
day evening at 8, June 8, 1939, 
Sweet Home, high school gym. 

N~lifot?f3/ 
To Address Forum 

SWEET HOME, May 21 (Special) 
W. L. Finley, noted naturalist, will 
be the guest speaker at the Sweet 
Home Community forum at its next 
regular meeting, June 8. Mr. Finley 
will discuss the conservation of 
natural resource and natural beau-
ty. His talk will be based primar!ly 
upon the effect the proposed Wil-
lamette valley project dam at Sweet 
Home will have upon this phase of 
nature, 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Finley are 
well known throughout the United 
States and especially the western 
states for their many talks, books, 
articles and pictures regarding · the 
conservation of nature. 

LAST WEEK'~~MJ_) 
MEETING ~ --;J'; /~'f 

Tqe eeting opened 
with Director Ed Swink pinch-hitting 
for President Tommy, the latter being 
on the trip with. the rest of the boys, 
bound for Juneau and the District 
Conference. 

Neal Zimmerman gave a snappy an-
nouncement on the Golf Tournament 
at Columbia-Edgewater this Wednes-
day. Ed Johnson of the Sunshine Com-
mittee reported Bob Jacob somewhat 
improved, and that Jim Elton is con-
fined in Good Samaritan Hospital. 
Treasurer George Crain substituted 
for Secretary Andy and read two 
proposals for membership, Paul Baker 
and Charles Bayly. Chairman Ed 
called on Frank McCaslin, president of 
the Rose Festival Association for a 
short talk on the approaching Festival, 
which was given in a clear and concise 
manner. Walter Scott gave a bang-up 
announcement about the dinner put 
on last week by the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers, sponsored by 
the Columbia Empire Industries. 

Wanton destruction of "renewable" 
natural resources was decried by Will-
iam L. Fi~ noted author ari(f lec-

't:urer:-who held the absorbed atten-
tion of our club members. 

Finley suggested that before we go 
in for consumption of forests, the dig-
ging of deeper channels and the build-
ing of higher dams we consider our 
problems with the logical business 
sense we're supposed to have. 

Finley cannot see the sense of the 
taxpayer digging down to water pri-
vate land at a cost of around $200 an 
acre, as he says is the case with the 
Grand Coulee project, and he figured 
that if it costs aound $400,000,000 to 
build a dam, some of that money 
ought to be diverted toward a pro-
gram of preserving water life. 

"The history of the world," he said, 
"is man's search for food. In the early 
days of our statehood, our settlers 
used what came to hand-and they 
were entitled to do that. It was a 
matter of expediency. 

"We are no longer confronted with 

the problem of expediency so it nat-
urally follows we are not enLitled to 
pollute our streams, destroy our salm-
on runs and ruin our lands. Those 
things are in our keeping for the sake 
of future generations." 

Clean waterways and pure water, he 
suggested, will do more to advertise 
Oregon than all the industrial uses to 
which such an asset can be put. Pure 
water, he declared, is just as important 
to maff as pure air. 

Bearing down on the business angle 
of his many-sided subject, the speaker 
declared a classic example of inland 
water transportation extravagance is 
the case of New York. It costs the Em-
pire state taxpayers $4.51 for every ton 
of freight that moves over its canal 
systems. And, meanwhile, the railroad 
owners are not only digging deeply in-
to their pockets to pay their own way 
but are bearing their considerable 
share of the tax burden. 

The experienced Finley had some-
thing in the way of competition from 
a 10-year-old chap named Bill Scott, a 
week-day Bible school student. Bill re-
minded the adults that ideals still ex-
ist in youthful hearts and that the 
finest patterns for human behavior 
are to be found in the Bible. And the 
youngster was impressive, too, because 
of his adult poise and flashing intel-
lect. 

The Negro Jubilee Singers, present-
ed by Whit Whitney, delighted the 
gathering with their melodies. To 
round out a well-nigh perfect program, 
Amos Burg, geographer and explorer, 
to whom the wide world is indeed a 
very familiar place, became a Portland 
Rotarian. 
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