
H•coRDS OF DUCKS KILLED OVER RAITED ~ATERS 

An inte1esi:in,..,. 1cco1d o l dnok shooiiine la.st Fall has 

just bean published b~ the Biolo ical Juzvay o~ tho epaztment of 

g1icultu1e. ~he new I.gulations by the fede1al ova1nment have 

outla.-wed. bai tin,,.. of duoka. La~t ye I , bo.i tine a.s ... 1mi tted pno~1 

vidine the holde1s of p91mite kept daily 1eoo1ds nd ade 1epo1te 

at tho alos~ o~ ihe sq son. 

J.he toto.1 uwho:i: o ·unmu s last yea? SOQ.U~ovei 

baited a.1ees was 44 , 349. 1hA iotal bng · a9 673 , 083 bi1ds. The 

:rA001ds aho\SJ th 1t in +.wo 8tut'3o o.P thr! T lon t·1exe i e1e mo10 hun-

te1s ohoo+in du~ ~ ove! bultem w to1 ~ d no1e te1:fo\'-il killed 

than in all +he oth.1 s~ates combined. T .~ce two btates a1e Illin-
ois nd li ..p In.i. • 

In lifo:t:nL ... , t:l'.. ... IO 10 10 , 476 1:'1:1 lo who Y:illed 

310 . 258. bi Ids. lliuoia Catn3 second. i th a i,ot:a.l ba o:r 160, 014 

b11 ds bf 12 , 958 l-11. .. 1 ... 3z s. >the:r · tatAs •• :r ~ 1 !''n nit hold.els 1 e-

-no1ted tota.l ills o.f mo:re r.1 20, 000 ctn0Jq3 voze : ..... shinaton, 

whele 2 , 477 ~11 te1.o idlled 74, 'f:l uuc s; O!e on, ,·th 2 , 421 hunte1s 
. 

and 62,lbJ duoks; ia.1yl id , ~ith 1,~71 '.l'llltcns u1d 04 ,146 duoks; 

and Missouxi , 1 , 804 hlUlteJ:e and. 20,b38 ouc1 s . 

Th1ouc;nout the count:ty, the? e ;;- of cou1 ea a mu oh la1-

se 1 llled , but 

these iunnois .01e not shootin ovet bnit d ~Iaas. q,lla1da made 

up the la1~est sha1e of tho bacr fxom tha baited a1eas , the total of 

237 , 893 including lo5 , 710 xepoxted fxom Illinois. Pintails we1& 

next with a total fox the aount1y of 187,462, which inoluded 
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127,958 zapoxted fzom C~lifo1nis. 

mha a 1,nson"":1a.+ion of wate1-f'ovvl in Illinois and C, lifoxnia 
is easily eX}_lla.ined. ~be !ll'issisSiI)pi Va1 lo;,r is +h~ eteat fl:r-way 

of. the ~ll'iddle ~oat, anl thA 1.'Va+cnwflys th1our;h +Jds ('ltete aze a 

na.tu1al att1aation. It is the '"'9Jne in Ca.lifo:rnie. wlle::r:e .. he main 
the 

duck azeas aI cen+n::r:ed in Sao1amento a.;.1d ('l~n Joaquin 1alleys and 
tho Bay 1errion. Thie is a so1t of a bottle-n~o1 wheie all the flocks 
11 om the To 1th and a.13 faI P-ast as :iont·a:.11a po1.lr in _duz inr; the dnte1. 

'!1houah p:ra.c";tcect in onl • .r a ..l!'ew 5.IP-aa a+ the olose of 

tl'.a \Voild ·~ra1. 1'a!tine 01ce ...,t:m:ted. , S!iOil hecamo wide eriea.d. Gun-

ne1s who baited h81 a t1er1endons a.avfu:tn._o · ('nra1 thoc·c VihO did not, 

and wl1P.n one hnntf;I sta1 ted 'J, i t:inr, o+.hr--:r c) sh.oot:i.!I"" in tl:e same 

s.1ea felt rno1e o:r l.eiss oon ,~llou -to foll0· ... 

1 ov. uattl in 19'3.3, an i11v~stica-
tion wa.s 1e.g11Psti;;.1 by of.}"" A1viso:r., fo"l.I·l of · '°' ''"1 :ra.+oxy Ri:rd Tzeaty 

Act. T'h~ inv" r·ti a.ti on sho·rnd that the:r. ,fl.B ~s r •1op natu1 al food 

today pel bi:rd US t e:re .. VAI \.~1B, 'm+ haiting .tt:r"cteu. the birds 

adapted fo1 wint~1ing wat~r~owl. ~inoe noa1ly all oh tho gunnezs 
ceased to put out foo<l at tho clo13e of" th c;,u min" cea.eon, tha bi? de 
delayed in thcit migza+ory fli !'ht th9n o:fte l eu:ffP:lfd. f1om oold and 

sta.tvetion. 

The e:r11at quantities of co1n and. ''hent soatto:r:ed as an 
att1a.otion to.ducks, toc.;ethex -with ,he use o:r g la:reo numbez of live 

deoo:r.s, quickly tamed the wild biHls so that the:,7 would li~·ht within 

a fe'71 feet o;f the blinch:i. ~o:-, )1s.i rt 1 tu~ often b~en made that the 

methods of baitill{; have oomme?oializod duck shooting to suoh an ex-

.. ,.,.+ •"-at it had -to be etop:ped.. 
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