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the big boulders on the hillside. Two or three cling petrified to the beams
under the porch. One squats in the cormer, and a couple huddle under the
chairs, all sitting for several minutes with frozen faces end staring eyes.
We had noticed an afct of this kind three times during the past weeke

A few minutes later we discovered a sharp-shimmed hawk on the lower
1imb of a cotton_wood tree about a hundred yards away. As long as that pre-

’%t there, there was not a movement of a small bird anywhere in sight.

dator
They must have a fine mf.riloquial warning note that vibrates to all of the
companions and sends the uingﬁ beating for safety. It was not until five miqn-
utes after the discomfited hawk had sailed off toward the chimney peaks a mile
eway that the "All's-well" note was sounded and the juncos came to life.

Far south from our Oregon home, one might expect a warmer climate. Yet

) it is colder here than along the Willemette, since the altitude is 6400 feet.
. Thiz season snow has been more frequent than in Portleand, so our winter food

supply has been a "Grandma's Kitchen" for the feathsred breadline.

When the summer play:‘i:nd the fall weather arrives, some residents that
live in the north have a habit of moving south. If they are humen dwellers,
it is perhaps more from a health and recreation standpoint. But meny varieties
of birds have a different motive. It is not so much climete and health to
them as the necessary search for food. Some get a living around ponds, lakes
and rivers. Others like seeds or insects from the seil. All are deprived of
dimner when the top soil freezes and the snow fallse The fading out of insect
life affects many song birds that are insectivosous, so they gradually gather
in flocks end stert on the long trek. It is the numerous seed plants in New
Mexico that are an attraction to many species.

The change from the sea level of Oregon to the high mountainous ple-
teau of this state shows e tremendous difference in all forms of naturee. The
big picturesque rivers are supplanted by dwindling streams and dry washes.

This is the land of little rain. Forests blenket the mountainous areas of the

north, while here they are only a thin patchy covering for the dry red hills.
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/' and female together like the towhees. They are solitary birds with a single

in the metallic red, blue end gold colars.
A bird lover from Oregon or a member of the Audubon Society who likes

bird walks through the woods would find such a differencéd in varieties in

this anoient Indian countrye The canyon towhee that drops in for lunch outside

out study windows several times a day is not at all like the Oregon towhees

He is plain grayish-brown with e light rufous cap on his head« The throat is

buffy and finely spottede Another visitor that is well kmown in Oregon is the

Gambel or white-crommed sparrow. A more interesting end rarer species is the

Townsend solitaire which we saw only once during the winter time in our orchard

at Jennings Lodge. He nests from the east central part of Alaska south along

the Cascades and Sierra Novadas, also through the Rocky Mountains to New Mexico.
‘."T_}_i:ls' is his winter range. We see two or three every day, but never the male

eerie call across the canyons at this time of the year. As a breeder, thighl
is rare in New Mexico end found only on the highest peaks. |

| For companionship, there is a marked difference between the solitaire

and the junco. The latter is always in flocks and the different species are
chummys They are more abundant than any other birds around the Ghost Ranch.

As we wender over the wide llanos, we meet the flocks of pipits end hormed :
larks, Then along the ridges emong the stunted pines and junipers we often

come upon & wandering flock of pindn jays. They straggle under the nut pines

and oaks and wg'jlia‘bon to their cheery mewing calls. They are so different from
the other two species that we ooéniomlly see, the long-crested and the Wood-
house jay. These last two are more solitary.

Glaneing out of the window one mawy dey, we saw seven chestnut-backed
bluebirds that had come in near our adobe cottage to see what the juncos had for
lunch. One took a taste of crumbs, but he preferred insects and vegetable
foods They scattered among the apricot and peach trees, dropping in the grass
to hunt, Two other birds that we sew in the orchard were the gray titmouse and
the Rocky Mountain nuthatch. The gray titmouse of New Mexico is more like

the resident of Portland that never travels or winter, His migre-
tion 1s about as restricted as any bird in New Mexico, as he just wanders sbout.
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