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Ranch house at Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, N. M., where Mr. and Mrs. Finley 
have spent the winter. 
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With The Juncos 
By WILLIAM L. AND IRENE FINLEY 

OUTSIDE of our study window 
at the Ghost Ranch in New 

Mexico are two very different kinds 
of juncos or snow birds. One has a 
black head, chest and neck with 
light under parts that mark the 
Oregon and Shufeldt juncos. The 
other has an ashy-gray head as if 
it had grown older with age, and 
a rufous back. 

·During the winter it is always a 
sporting game to create a cafeteria 
in a sheltered spot outside the win-
dow where bird seed, crumbs and 
other food bring in the winter resi-
dents. The juncos prefer seed. The 
gray-heads that nest and live in 
these southern mountains rule the 
tables, while the black-headed tour- . 
ists that are the winter guests have 
to sneak in here and there and grab 
a few bites. 

Sitting at the desk in front ot the 
fireplace and clicking a typewriter 
to visit with distant friends gives 
one a merry time, but it is frequent-
ly delayed by the exciting game 
outside. The aspen tree beyond the 
porch seems leafed-out with juncos, 
perha_ps four or five species of the 
eight species recorded in Ne\\t M~:it
ico. On the p o r ch outside is an 
amusing banquet of 23 birds. It is 
like a three-ring circus. One drops 
down from the tree. T h e r e is a 
flash and two flutter straight up in 
a contest for a seat at the table. 
One of the identification marks of 
a junco in flight is the spread of 
tail feathers showing the outer 
white ones. 

In the midst of this, two canyon 
towhees, almost twice the size of the 
juncos, appear and usurp the speak-
ers' table. Instead of standing up, 
they sit down and complacently 
take charge of the banquet. Most of 
the juncos retire to the observation 
tree, awaiting their turn. It is a 
peaceful scene. 

Then of a sudden there is a burst 
of wings in every direction. It seems 
to be set off by a tiny squeak from 
one or two guardsmen. Some dash 
under the Chamisa bushes and the 
small spruce trees. 0 t h e r s flare 
away under the boulders on the 
hillside. Two or three cling petri-
fied to the beams under the porch. 
One squats in the corner, and a 
couple huddle under the chairs; all 
sitting for several minutes with 
frozen faces and staring eyes. We 
had noticed an act of this kind 
three times during the last week. 

A few minutes later we discov-
ered a sharp-shinned hawk on the 
lower limb of a cottonwood tree 
about 100 yards away. As long as 
that predator was there, there was 
not a movement of a small bird 
anywhere in sight. They must have 
a fine ventriloquial warning note 
that vibrates to all of the compan-
ions and sends the wings beating 
for safety. It was five minutes after 
the discomfited hawk had sailed off 
toward the chimney peaks a mile 
away before the "all's well" note 
was sounded and the juncos came 
to life. 

Far south of our Oregon home, 
one might expect a warmer climate. 
Yet it is colder here than along the 
Willamette, since the altitude is 6400 
feet. This season snow has been 
more frequent than in Portland, so 
our winter food supply has been a 
"grandma's kitchen" for the feath-
ered breadline. 

When summer plays out and fall 
weather arrives, some residents of 
the north have a habit of moving 
south. If they are human dwellers, 
it is perhaps more from a health 
and recreation standpoint. But many 
varieties of birds have a different 

motive. It is not so much climate 
and health to them as the necessary 
search for food. Some get a living 
around ponds, lakes and rivers. 
Others like seeds or insects fro.rq 
the soil. All are deprived of dinner 
when the top soil freezes and the 
snow falls. The fading of insect life 
affects many song birds that are in-
sectivorous, so they gradually gather 
in flocks and start on the long trek. 
It is the numerous seed plants in 
New Mexico that are an attraction 
to many species. 

The change from the sea l~vel of 
Oregon to the high mountainous 
plateau of this state shows a tre-
mendous difference in all forms of 
nature. The big picturesque rivers 
are supplanted by dwindling streams 
and dry washes. This is the land of 
little rain. Forests b 1 an k et the 
mountainous areas of the north, 
w h i 1 e here they are only a thin 
patchy covering for the dry red 
hills. The mountains here are ripped 
and torn by erosion, and yet there 
is a charm in the metallic red, blue 
and gold colors. 

A bird lover from Oregon or a 
member of the Audubon society 
who likes bird walks throu h the 
~ -
in varieties in this ancient Indian 
country. The canyon towhee that 
drops in for lunch outside our study 
windows several times a day is not 
at all like the Oregon towhee. He 
is a p 1 a in grayish-brown with a 
light rufous cap on his head. The 
throat is huffy and finely spotted. 
Another visitor that is well known 
in Oregon is the Gambel or white-
crowned sparrow. A more interest-
ing and rarer species is the Town-
send solitaire which we saw only 
once during the winter time in our 
orchard at Jennings Lodge. He nests 
from the east central part of Alaska 
south along the Cascades and Sierra 
Nevadas, also through the Rocky 
mountains to New Mexico. This is 
his winter range. We see two or 
three every day, but never the male 
and female together like the tow-
hees. They are solitary birds with a 
single eerie call across the canyons 
at this time of the year. 'As a breed-
er, this bird is rare in New Mexico 
and is found only on the highest 
peaks. 

William L. and Irene Finley. 
They write for The Journal. 

Mexico Tough 
On Ci)uail, Ducks, 
Finlex~~~.~ts fttJ 
~and quails have ~o1t the 

same degree of protection in Old 
Mexico as "gringo" oil magnates, 
judging by reports received from 
Dr. and Mrs. William L. Finley. 

"You can shoot all the quail and 
ducks on sight, buy pintails or 
mallards for 25 cents apiece or fill 
up on a dinner with two roasted 
quail for 75 cents," they wrote 
Portland relatives. 

Armed with still and motion pic-
ture cameras, the nationally known 
Oregon naturalists have spent the 
winter "shooting" wild birds and 
animals in Mexico and the South-
western United States. They have 
covered much of the same ground 
that they first toured 30 years ago 
and will report on changes and on 
the various birds which winter in 
the South at the annual Oregon 
Audubon society banquet April 25. 

Vice president of the National 
Wildlife federation, Dr. Finley will 
represent the Pacific Coast at the 
fifth North American Wildlife con-
vention starting Monday in Wash-
ington. He will also 'confer with 
Oregon representatives in congress 
and federal officials on conserva-
tion of Columbia and Willamette 
fish runs. 

Dr. Finley will attend the board 
of directors' meeting and annual 
conference of the Izaak Walton 
league, of which he is vice presi-
dent, in Chicago March 27 to 30. 

Finley Att s 
Capital Meet 1 

WASHINGTON, March 16.-
(Washington Bureau of The Jour-
nal)-William L. Finley, Oregon 
naturalist and vice president of the 
National Wildlife federation, is here 
with Mrs. Finley to represent the 
Pacific Coast in sessions of the 
North American Wildlife confer-
ence, which will open Monday and 
continue three days. 

This is the fifth annual meetipg 
of the conference, formed far the 
study of wildlife resources and 
their use. Finley will discuss espe-
cially the fish resources of the Pa-
cific Coast states as involved in 
flood control and power projects or 
affected by problems of commercial 
fishing. 

In the last days of March Finley 
will attend the annual convention 
in Chicago of the Izaak Walton 
League of America, of which he is 
vice president.~\., 1'1 /~~ • • 1, /' 
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