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Write These Wild Life Articles

Tree Crickets
Symphony of
Oregon Nights

The all-pervading music of a Sep-
tember night is nature's orchestra
which begins with the setting of the
sun and plays through the hours of
approaching dawn. This is a chorus
of tree crickets in every garden, or-
chard and wooded lot around Port-
land.

A child's knowledge is generally
tested by a list of printed or oral
questions. How easy to test his love
of nature by walking in the garden
as night approaches during the late
summer and fall and trying to dis-
tinguish the players in the omni-
present chorus of insects.

Who knows the master fiddlers in
the diffused light of the September
moon? No, they are not the tree
frogs or the well known liti{le black
chickets that cheep like a chick and
love a crevice among the clods. They
are two species of tree crickets,
ghostlike, dressed in pale green, al-
most white in color and less than an
inch in length,

STOP AND HARKEN

Yes, you must consciously stop and
harken. The delightful, rhythmic
music is so interwoven with the
night, It might escape you like the
21l prevailing dim effect of the moon.
Then, harkening, you can single out
two musicians in the chorus, the
chorus, the “whistler” with a eclear,
soft, unbroken note; the other we
might call the “fiddler,” for his notes
puisate, with a slight pause between,
as regular as the beat of a human
heart. You will notice the key is
high-pitched in both but varies a

little in different individuals. Hun-
dreds of players join the concert, vet
all are in harmony.

Approach the bush or a branch of
the tree and try to locate one of these
elfin ‘musicians. He is right here.
Then you furn the other ear, No, he's
over there, He’s like a ventriloguist
Press on your flashlight and if your
eyes are keen, you'll see the Iittle
wings elevated or even bent for-
ward, The inside edges rub together
much like a bow crosses the strings
of a fiddle, You will be amazed that
such a loud clear sound can come
from such a tiny instrument. The
membrane of the transparent wing
is as taut as a drum.

FEMALE IS SILENT

Stranger than fiction, you will dis-
cover that the female of the species
is silent. The male is a little artist
that does mot wander about seeking
his lady love. He stands steadily at
his own gate fiddling in the faith
that his sweetheart will like his song
and come of her own free will.

The little tree crickets each have
six legs with slender bodies. The
hind legs are shaped like those of a
grasshhopper. They are good jump-
ers. The male and female are easily
identified because the female has a
slender, round body and what looks
like a litile tail which is called an
ovipositor, With this she punectures a
twig or a cane and deposiis her tiny
eggs. The male has flat, gauzelike
wings resting on the top of his back.
Both of them have long, slender an-

Just Can't Take
Python's Pulse

Efforts to determine the actual
rize in temperature of a brood-
ing mother python 'have been
abandoned at the London zoo.
Snakes disturbed during incu-
bation of their eggs frequently
scatter them and they shrivel and
die. It iz known, however, that
there is a temperature increase
of two or three degrees during
the ll-week incubation period,
which also is a fasting period for
the brooding python.

Pilchard Eggs
Laid, Hatched

InOpenOcean

Much interesting information re-
garding the life history of the pil-
chard was obtained from the Califor-
nia authorities and also from J, L.
Hart of the biological board of
Canada,

According to these men, the pil-
chard is a pelagic spawner, i. e., the
eggs are deposited in the open sea
and are free floating, In a dfew days
they are hatched. The exact spawn-
ing grounds are not known, although
California investigators are con-
vinced the fish taken off the coast
of British Columbia, Washington and
Oregon were spawned off the coast
of Southern California.

Each female deposits many thous-
ands of eggs during the spawning
season which apparently extends
over three or four months. Not all
eggs are matured at one time. One
bateh of eggs will be deposited and
then after a period of a few weeks,
another is turned loose in the sea
and after a still further waiting pe-
riod another and possibly the final
batch is deposited. W, L. Scofield ex-
pressed the opinion that the fish now

|being taken off the Oregon coast have

previously spawned at least three
times in California waters.

The principal foods during the
summer months, according to Dr. J.
L. Hart, are diatoms and copepods—
many species of each, The former
are simple one-celled plants which
have the peculiarity of secreting for
themselves a siliceous casing. The
latter are small, somewhat simpler
members of the shrimp family.

When both the California and Brit-
ish Columbia authorities were asked
as to the possible effeet of unre-
stricted fishing on the supply of a
pelagic fish, such as the pilchard,
they hesitated to express positive
opInions.

“Personally, I fthink that unre-
strained exploifation can reduce the
abundance, but that is a matter of
unproved opinion.” said HMart, “In
the second place, it is impossible to
forecasy what the effect on the salm-
on runs would be if the pilchard
population were greatly reduced or
even reduced to the point of econom-
ie extermination. It is not at all im-
possible that salmon and other com-
mercial fishes might be able to turn
to other speeies sueh as herring and
sand launce without radically chang-

routes.’

tennae that move continuoysly like'
living threads.

At night when you slip into bed
and draw up the covers, if you are
a lover of nature, you are conscious|
of the throbbing of the cricket heart|
of September, It is a delightful,
rthythmie, sleep-inspiring music, the
most comforting of all the sounds of

nature, |

ing thgir habits and migration|

Fall Near as
Honk Honk of
Geese Sounds

Wedges of Canada geese cutting
southward along the highway of the
clouds is one of the most significant
pointers toward the approaching fall
weather, The {first early flock may
fare southward the first week or two
of September, but that is not an
omen of an early winter. All geese
are not like the sheep that follow

the herd.

There is no fixed code of move-
ment, Some old gander may become
restless and his individuality leads
him away toward new fields of fod-
der. Some day in early October you
will hear the deep sonorous “honk,
ka-honk,” which is more inspiring
than any other bird note, and you
will peer up to see a clean-cut dis-
tant arrow moving south,

With what military precigion the
flocks appear and disappear! Then
oceasionally you see a misshapen
wedge. FEach flock must have a
leader, It's all very human. One
guide is weakening and a competi-
tor is gaining strength, a deflection
in the ranks. An opponent gains, The
race is on and for the time being
the wedges are maore wave-like or
broken until mastership is reestab-
lished, Meeting a heavy head wind
is like a vital disagreement in all
political parties because it is thc;
severest test of leadership.

- The name Canada goose may give
the idea that the real home is beyond
the boundary line, but the breeding
range is wide spread from Northern
California to Alaska. Within the
borders of our own country, more
honkers are born in the lake region
of Southern Oregon than in any
other place.

Timberline Party
Sights Rare Birds

One party of picnickers who drove
to Timberline on Mount Hood last
week observed some animals and
birds mot seen at ordinary levels.
These ‘included marmot, golden
mantled ground squirrels and a pair
of Clark’s Nuterackers. Chipmunks,
pine sguirrels and many of the
smaller birds were found to be un-
usually nusmerous ‘and friendly. On
the open slopes above timber line
were observed some sharp-shinned
and red-tailed hawks. The forest
service has provided an attractive
camp ground at the end of the road,
while other picnic spofs with water
are available at different places,

TIME NOW TO HIKE |

The forest service road from
Government '‘Camp to Timberline
makes avajlable wonderful eppor-
tunities for the hiker and nature
sturdents, The present season of the
year is one of the most enjoyable
on the slopes of Mount Hood. The
air is clear and just coal enongh to
be invigorating. ‘The slopes are dry
and one can easily reach the gla-
ciers by wearing only ordinary
lwalking shoes.

Comes Fall as Honkers Spear Clouds in Flight

Quack! Quack!
Webster, S, D., Sept. 7.—Day
county rnominates itself as the
nations most popular waterfowl
haven. :
The South Dakota duck cen-
sus disclosed 48,778 resident
birds are splashing about in the
county’s lake and marshland
sectors. :
Of these, 8555 were female
ducks, 37,060 of the 1935 hatch,
and the remaining 3244 drakes.

Clark Nutcracker
Bird of Interest
On Mr. Hood Slope

Clark's Nutcracker, named afte
the junior member of the Lewis
Clark expedition, is the bird that
attracts more atiention of visitors to
Mount Hood than any other, In build
it is much like the ordinary jay but
is without crest. In color it is a
smoky-gray with whiteish head, blaek
wings and black central tail feath-
ers. The fips of some of the wing
feathers are whife as are the outer
tail feathers and undertail coverts.

This coloring gives it a striking ap-|

pearance., The bird is offen called
Clark’s crow, but it is not as large
as the crow and except for the fact
that it is also noisy, has nothing in
common with the black marauder.

HORSE UUPEEEP COSTLY
It cost E. H. Bradley $23,000 a
month to keep up his racing strings
%nc_l alss meet the upkeep of the old
entucky honde of 1700 acres in the
Blue Grass region, where there are
some 200 Hhead, including brood

mares, sires, foals and yearlings.

of Grays at rest. The thir

Wedge-shaped sky sprinters indicate summer's passing and honk-
honk of Canadian geese heading south leads to thoughts of fuel
bins. Upper left photo is oquung honkers while below is a group

picture shows a cluster of Pitcher

plants that devour hapless insects.

tudy and Love of Nature Boon to
Child's Health, Happiness

aronts and Teachers Urged to Start Young Folk
on Path Toward Clear Understanding

L With the beginning ‘of the
chool year, both parents and
teachers might well start the
child along the trail that leads
o a clear understanding of the
ways of nature. This gives him
truer concept of life and en-
courages him to do those things
which make life worth living,
A knowledge of nature de-
| velops accurate observation and
cultivates a love for the beauti-
ful. It may be the tint of flow-
ers in the field, the flash of an
oriole in an oak, the soughing
of the wind in the firs or the
gurgle of a mountain stream
which enriches one's life. The
companionship of the oui-of-
doors builds for physical and
mental health and happiness. A

true knowledge of nature’s laws
is the best proof they are not to
be violated. ,

It is often said this is an age
of nerve tension, More and more
people seek the relaxation of the
forests, streams and mounitains.
Many men are attracted for the
purpose of killing something.
Better far to encourage a child
to enjoy seeing how wood-folk
live than watching them die.

Nature study, with its true
stories that are often beyond hu-
man understanding, develops the
child’s imagination more than
faivy {ales. Walking with a
child in the woods opens the op-
portunity for knowledge
training that cannot be taught
in the school room,

and.

Deer Hunting
Season Opens
Next Sunday

Oregon's 1935 deer hunting season
will begin next Sunday, according
to a bulletin issued by the state game
commission. This is two days earlier
than in previous years. The season
will close October 25.

Bow and arrow hunting in the
Canyon Creek refuge in Grant
county, which was set aside by a
law enacted at the last legislative
session, will be restricted for hunt-
ers using the long bow and the broad
arrow. All archer hunters will be
checked in at John Day before being
allowed to enter the hunting area
to determine whether their equip-
ment is adequate.

The general season for upland
game birds will open two days
earlier this year. The season has been
set for October 13 to October 31.

Various counties have special sea-
sons, however, and sportsmen are
asked to consult the hunting synop-
sis issued by the game commission.
The bag limit for Hungarian part-
ridges has been increased to six in
any one day but not to exceed 12 in
any seven consecutive days, this ap-
plying to all counties that have an
open season on this species., In Mal-
heur eounty a special season on Chi-
nese pheasants has been declared
from October 13 to November 3,
with a bag limit of six pheasants in
any one day but not more than 12
in any seven consecutive days and
not more than two female pheasants
in & bag of 12. Any hunter taking
more than the general bag limit of
eight pheasanis out of Malheur
county must have the exira birds
tagged with a metal game tag before

+*

Clusters of
Deadly Flora
Found in Bogs

South of Gold Beach, following up
Pistol river, is a new road that in-
vades one of the primitive areas of
the state and opens up a wide re-
gion where years ago hunters found
deer in the forest almost as abundant
as sheep.
The party composed of Ed F. Aver-
ill, John Yeon and the writer, was
led by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Walker
of Gold Beach. All eyes were watch-
ing for deer, but all be saw were
tracks. One can't expect more than
this in the middle of a warm day.
But looking for deer, we found a
few wild pigeons and remarkable
clusters' of the Pitcher plant, a
unigue species of floral display in
the southern Oregoun mmountains.
The Pitcher plant might well
be compared to the carnivorous
variety of animals that caich and
devour others clothed in fur and
feathers, Not that it creeps
stealthily along and springs like
a cat on a mouse to crush the
flesh and bones between its
strong molars, but it has a leth-
al trap set to aitract all sorts
of insects, little and big, that en-
ter to sink and die in the di-
gestive juices and then be ab-
sorbed by the plant.
The pitcher plant, growing in
sphagnum bogs in the Coast range
of Southern Oregon, is called Dar-
lingtonia, named for the American
botanist, William Darlingfon. It is
interesting to note the first specimen
of, this species collected was near
Mount Shasta, The early explorers
were attacked by Indians and while
retreating, one of the members of
the expedition clutched a plant and
later the fragments of this were
'g:lentiﬁed as an inferesting and dis-
inct Patcher plant.

We saw clusters of the plant
two feet in height. The stems are
spirally twisted, rounded af the
top like a fiddle head, Under-
neath this rounded top is the en-
trance to the trap., From this en-
irance hang two long, reddish
flaps, a sort of attractive land-
ing place for insects and a lit-
tle walk that leads to the fatal
entrance.

Whether it's the color or some at-
tractive eodor that rings the death
knell for flies, millers and grass-
hoppers is not quite clear, but the
fate that follows is sure. Down the
long, narrow funnel the wvictims
crawl guided by hairs that pojnt
downward, Lower down, the insects
find ihat the attempt to turn is
blocked by an impassable array of
little, hair-like lances. They grad-
ually sink into oblivion and are di=
gested by the plant.

The roots of three clusters were
brought back to Portland and
planted in damp soil by a little
pool. Here they are gzathering bum-
blebees and yellow jackets, which
seem to add pep and wigor to the
pitchers of greenish yellow.

SMOKERS GET BLAME
Careless smokers are believed to
have caused more than 50 per cent.
of the forest fives in Michigan last

leaving the county.

Year.
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