
PROTECTION OF 
FISH IS ASKED 

1 BY RIVER ASSN. 
~~~.p 

Protest Meetfug Hefd ~1 

Jennings Lodge; Dead 
Eels, Fish Nuisance --. ,_,, _ 3, \ • 1 

' 

Resolutions Passed, Appeal 
1 Made to Governor for 

Immediate Action 

Blaming Oregon City .industries, 
the fish and game commissions fo1• 
failing to take .steps toward pro· 
tection of two anadromous species 
of fish-the Chinook salmon and 
the lamprey eel-the Willamette 
River Improvement association at 
a mass meeting at Jennings Lodge 
Wednesday night passed three reso· 

1 lutions asking Governor Meier tu 

I take immediate action. 
Some 3() residents of Jennings 

I Lodge and nearby comm~nities and 
0. D. Elby, Fred Perrme, R. J. 
Schadt, Jack Albright, George 
Brown, Charles Gates and Amy Ma· 
gone from Oregon City, ·attended 
the meeting. W. L. Finley, noted 
naturalist, presided. 

Oxygen Being Destroyed I One resolution stated that the 
growing evil of pollutie>n has de• 
stroyed the natural beauty and use· 
.fulness of the Willamette. river by 
making it an open sewer, and re· 
moving the supply of dissolved oxy· 

'gen upon which all fish life is de• 
pendent; the· second charged that 
adeQ.uate provision has not been 
made for fish to successfully pass 
over the. dam in the river at Ore-
gon City, and the use of practically 
all water by power plants and mills I at Oregon City cause destruction o~ 
fish each year, the dead fish be• 

1 coming a public nuisance and det• 
riment to the health of the citizens, 

ResoluHons are Listed 
The complete resolutions follow :I 
Whereas, the Fish commission of 

·the state of Oregon has been given 
.full authority by the legislature to 
build or compel to be built ade· 
quate fishways over dams and ob· 
strucUons in the rivers of Oregon, 
so that all species of anadromous 
fish may have sufficient water for 
the free passage to and from their'. 
spawning beds, and 

Whereas, adequate provision has 
not been made for fish to success· 

1 fully pass the dam in the Willam· 

I ette river at Oregon City, and 
Whereas, this condition has 

existed for several years and now 
exists, 

Therefore be it resolved, that the 
Willamette River Improvement as· 
sociation petition Governor Julius 
L. Meier to immediately take steps 
insisting that the state fish com-
mission and its officers perform 
their duty according to the laws. I now in effect on the statute book~ 

[ of Oregon, and 

Natu.ral Beauty Destroyed 
Whereas, the growing evil of pol· 

lution has destroyed the natural 
beauty and usefulness of the Will· 
amette river by making it an open 
sewer, removing the supply of dis· 
solved oxygen upon which all fisl1 
. life is dependent, and · - ~ -;-- · 1 

Whereas1 a valuable run of food j 
and game fish is rapidly bdng ex-

1 terminated, and 
Whereas, the laws of the state of I 

Oregon prohibit the discharge of 
waste from pulp mills; dyes and I 
I chemicals from woolen mills and I 
other plants; and refuse, waste, 
and sewage into the waters of the 

I state of Oregon, and 

I 

Whereas, these laws are violat-
ed especially at 01·egon City and 
aloni.. nearly the whole course of 
the Willamette river by both pri- 1 
vate and municipal oorporations, I 
and 

Whereas, the state game com-
mission has not enforced these laws 
although they . have funds, officers, 
and full authority through the act 
of the state legislature, 

Now therefore be it resolved, 
that the Willamette River Improve- , 
ment association request Governor 
Julius L. ~c;:ier to insist that. the\ 
state game commission have its of-
ficers take legal action in the pro- I 
per courts <Jf law to correct these 1 

public abuses. 

Ask Law Enforcement 
Wiiereas, the dam in the Willam-

ette river at Oregon City and the 
use of practically all the waters of 
the Willamette river by the power 
plant and mills at Oregon City pre-
vent the successful return of two 
anadromous species of .fish, the 

I 
lamprey eel and the Chinook salm-
on, to their spawning places, caus-
ing the dest1 uction each summer 
of untold numbers of eels and quite 
a large number of salmo~. and 

Whereas, the state board of 
health of Oregon, through State 
Health Officer Dr. F. D. Stricker, 
a year ago, declared dead eels and 
salmon rotting along the banks of 
the Willamette river a public nuis· 
ance and a detrimen_t to the health 
of its citizens, and 

'Vhereas, a year ago at the de-
mand of State Health Officer 

1 Stricker, the Portland El?ctric I Power company, the Crown-W1llam-
I ette Paper company, and the Haw-
11ey Pulp & Paper company. each 
1 appropriated · $150 and the nmsance 
I was effectively abated, and 

Whereas, a public nuisance again 
I exists in the dead salmon and quan-
tities of eels rotting along both 
shores of the Willamette river and 
no steps have been taken by the 
state board of health, I Now therefore, be it resolved, 

I that the Willamette Rive.r Improve- I 
ment association, composed of ,1 

property holders along the Willam- ) 
ette river and citizens interested in I 

j outdoor health and recreation, re-1 I quest that Governor Julius L. , 
l,Vleier immediately take steps .. 
which will compel the state board I 
of health and state Health Officer i 
Stricker to enforce the laws pro-, 
tecting the health and welfare of 
our citizens, and not_ only care for I 
the present menace but also take 
steps toward the permanent abate-
ment of this public nuisance. 

POLLUTION OF THE WILLAMETTE. 
In his recent letter to this newspaper, Will· 

iam L. Finley characterized the Willamette 
river as filthy-through the increasing intro· 
duction of sewage and other waste-and urged 

I an immediate study and measures for relief . 
Such measures are admittedly expensive. Yet 
Mr. Finley did not exaggerate actual condi· 
tions, and in connection with the probable cost 
of a proper disposal of wastes it may be re-
marked that the public health is never, under 
other circumstances, set aside for reasons of 
expense. 

It has been said, so severe is the depletion of 
oxygen in this pestilential water during the 
summer months, that a game fish must swim 
quickly if it would traverse Uie middle city and 
escape with its life. This statement, too, is un-
doubtedly well founded, and it affords a graphic, 
understandable illustration of the condition of 
a once beautiful river. It is to this river that, 
watch them as we may, many of our children 
go to play and swim. Yet the stream might well 
be the most healthful and comely of all our 
city's natural endowments. 

There seem to be other problems of a more I pressing nature. We are inclined to delay the 
provision for a proper disposal of wastes. The 
river is our sewer, and all who live below us are 
welcome to the foulness we send down. But in 
simple fact there is no problem, whether it is a 
bridge, or a street, or a park, or whatever it • 
may be, so real and vital as this. Other and 
greater cities have been taught as much, and 
now are acting. We cannot long continue to 

, avoid our duty- a duty in law and conscience-
but certain it is that every year of delay makes 
the eventual reckoning all the gre~ter. j 
~. ---- ~~~--~--:a.~ - 1 • 

RIVER POLLUTION SCORED 
City Asked to Take Action to Pro-

tect~lamette. ,.,...... )~ · 1'1 .! 1 
R tha he city take definite 

steps toward he eiiminat!on of the/ 
1 pollution of the '\yillamette rive;- by/ 
sewa e was made to the city .coun<;_il 
yesterday by the Willamette River 
Improvemer.t assodation th r o •.lg h 
Wi:liam L Finley. Mr. Finley aoked 
that the city engineer be directed to 
gather· data on the condition of the 
str~ar;i, :he_ means of eliminating- the 
pol,ution, tne cost and other infor-
mation that may be of value to the 
public. 

The letter declared that Portland 
and other cities have so contaminated 
the river that it has become a menace 
to health · and that ·the . city health 
officer 'ldvises the public not to bathe 
in it. The recreational value of the 
river has been ruined, said the let-
ter. 
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In onor of three young couples, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Byerley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wade Newbegin and Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Welch, and Mrs. Townley 
Wheeler Bale of Los Angeles, Miss 
Phoebe Finley and William L. Finley 
Jr. are giving a porch supper Satur· 
day, June 27, at the Finley country 
home at Jennings Lodge. 
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