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Crizzly Bear Etiquette
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S intent as a sales manager in
conference with his staff.

He can not be disturbed.

This is Bruin fishing in a mountain
stream, says Courtland Holdom in The
Christian Science Monitor. Kadiak and
grizzly bears, he tells us, are no more
dangerous than any high-powered, high-
pressure executive. But—

“If one is persistent, and pushes boldly
past the seeretary—or the warning growl—
he may in either case expect serious
consequences.”

William L. Finley of Jennings Lodge.
Oregon, has spent some thirty vears of his
life getting acquainted with bears and other
wild animals with only a camera shoot at
them. He claims that the hunter with a
gun, going out only to make a killing, can
never know wild life as it actually is.

Mr. Finley, who has caught Kadiaks
and grizzlies as close as twenty feet, ex-
plained to the Monitor correspondent:

1t is generally believed that bears stand
beside a stream and reach quickly down
with a paw, like a eat, to swish a fish out
upon the bank. Their actual methods are
quite different. Again and again 1 saw
them plunge with a great splash into some
deep pool, where salmon were swarming,
and drive the fish out into the shallows.
Then they would scramble into the shal-
lows themselves and quickly plant a paw
upon a fish. Invariably they would then
retire with their cateh to a secluded nook
in the brush for their banquet.

“It was interesting to observe the differ-
ences in method between the young bears
and the veterans. The youngsters would
frequently try to cateh two or three fish
which they had driven out into the shal-
lows, while the old bears, taught by long
experience, invariably kept their eyes upon
a single fish, and as invariably caught him.”

WHILE bears are not the viciousereatures
they are sometimes pictured, Mr. Finley
would not encourage familiarity with them.
Hspecially is this true in national parks,
says the Monilor writer, where bears
have become accustomed to the proximity
of men, and are not so inclined to flee
from them. If treated with decent respect
they are not to be feared. No animal of
their size and strength should be ap-
proached flippantly.

Bruin demands the deference due to
majesty. Mr. Finley thus eorrects some
current fallacies concerning the etiquette
of meeting Bruin as a social equal:

The naturalist who wishes only to study
and photograph bears learns vastly differ-
ent things coneerning these huge denizens
of the backwoods. A bear is generally
disinclined to “‘charge’” a human being.
He is, in faet, extremely desirous of avoid-
ing human scent, and even the largest
Kadiak bear-—a,nd he is the world’s largest
carnivore—will make off into the woods
if the wind carries to him the message of
a man’s presence.

If he sees a man whom he does not smell,
however, the average big bear will stand
his g;round

He is king of the forest, and aceustomed

to all

approach. If he is busy—fishing, for
instance—he may be observed quite openly.

But if his right of way is openly chal-
lenged, or one attempts to ‘‘shoo’ him
away, he will yield with the utmost reluc-
tance, if at all.

But by nature he is not vicious. There
are, however, many bears who have had
sad experiences with humans, who have
been hunted, and possibly shot, or have
escaped with difficulty after being cornered;
and these may bear a grudge against man-
kind. Being large and powertul animals,
it is not beyond reason that they may now
and then maul the injudicious hunter or
camper who fails to recognize their dignity
and give them a wide berth.

But the vicious “charge’ of the bear,
made famous by many a hunter and nov-
elist, is largely fictitious. His own obser-
vations have brought to light several expla-
nations of why a bear may run toward a
man without any intention of injuring him.
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