
FINLEY ATTACKS 
P OPOSED. DAMS 

N aturaiist Sees Dangers in 
Flo. Control Plan 

//~~,;2..,,~ f/:11 

SALEM May 1 (SpeciaI>-Ob-
jection t~ the · present plan for 
flood control in the Willamette val-
ley, Involving construction of a se-
ries of seven proposed dams, was 
voiced by Dr. William L. Finley, 
Portland, nationally known natural-
ist, author and lecturer, in an ad-
dress before the chamber of com-
merce here Monday. 

He said construction o:!' these 
dams would back up the McKenzie 
and two Santiam rivers, prevent 
free run of salmon and create a 
biological desert of the two ;most 
beautiful parts of the state. 

More Study Urged 
"Either the high or low dam 

projects need greater study and 
caution should be exercised before 
more taxpayers' money is expended 
for this purpose," Finley said. 

Finley said power production and 
irrigation have legitimate purposes, 
but should not be developed to the 
detriment of natural fish !if&, which 
is of unestimable value as an in-
dustry and recreation. He declared 
th.at river pollution destroys insect 
life beneath the surface, takes oxy-
gen from the water, kills fish and 
spreads disease unless regulated 
and controlled. 

"The increased spending o:!' fed-
eral funds has opened up the wild-

1 est campaign through this nation, 
which is captained by local pressure 
groups," Finley averred. "The more 
the government spends on local 
problems the greater is the gaiI1 
for shrewd exploiters. They reap 
the harvest, while the taxpayers 
take the loss." 

~ J.J 1f'.Jf Dams and Fish Life ~~ 
T ol_, refrain sung by William L. Finley, Oregon nat-

uralis evf since it was first seriously proposed that dams 
be built in northwest streams-that they would wipe out com-
mercial and game fish-was repeated when he spoke at the 
Salem chamber of cotnmerce luncheon Monday noon. 

Finley was referring to the Willamette valley project 
this time, but he was equally positive some years ago in 
warning that Bon~~eville datn would have that effect. Bonne-
ville is built, even though it is not doing a horsepower's worth 
of work as a power project. The threatened destruction of 
the fishing industry is not yet apparent. 

In fact Finley's address here was poorly timed, for in 
'Vashington, DC, the same day, Charles E. Jackson who is 
acting fisheries commissioner announced that Bonneville 
"may prove the key to the restoration of the Columbia river 
fisheries." 

Jackson explained that it is now possible for the first 
time to count accurately the number of salmon ascending the 
river to spawn, this determining whether there is a sufficient 
escapement of fish. As a result of this information, it is pos-
sible intelligently to plan conservation measures. 

As for the Willamette valley project, R. H. Kipp, execu-
t ive secretary of th~ newly created Willamette River Basin 
commission, gives assurance that fish life is included in the 
calculations of the army engineers who are designing the 
project; that about 5 per cent of the suitable stream fishing 
area in the valley will be ruined but that in compensation, 
the government will see to it that there are more fish for the 
sportsmen. 

There may be sound objections to some phases of the 
Willamette Valley project, but certainly no one may say au-
thoritatively that destruction of fish life is one of them. Even 
if it were, that liability would have to be balanced against the 
many benefits which the project contemplates. 
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The Oregon Audubon Society is a corporation, organized under the laws of the State of Oregon. The ~~jfgltio~~~iness and pursuit of this corporation is 
1. To use any and all lawful means for the pro-tection of the wild birds and animals of the State of Oregon and elsewhere; and by literature, lectures and by all other available methods to disseminate knowledge and appreciation of the economic and esthetic value of wild birds and animals. 

2. To acquire, own, hold, use sell and otherwise dispose of, and convey, real and personal property; to accept and receive gifts, devises and legacies; and to borrow money and execute therefor its promissory notes, mortgages and other assurances. 
3. To do any and all other acts and things which may be necessary, advisable or convenient for the purpose of more effectually accomplishing the pur-poses aforesaid, or any of them. 

foll~!,~~ership in the Society is of three classes, as 

Active membership dues ............. $1.00 per annum Sustaining membership dues. . . . . . . . . 5.00 per annum Life members ...... . .... . . .... . .. . .. 25.00 
FORM OF GENERAL BEQUEST 

I give and bequeath to "Oregon Audubon Society," a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Oregon, the sum of 
. .. . ..... . . .. .. . . . dollars." 

FIELD TRIPS 
Field Trips will he conducted at least once a week, beginning in March, usually starting at 7 a . m . An-nouncements will be m ade at the evening m eetings, as well as in the p ress. These walks arc for the beuellt of members and friends who wish t o become acquainted with the s.ongs, habits and foods of birds. Pittock Bird Sanctuary, Reed College Lake, Wash-ington, Mt. Tabor and Columbia Parks are visited, 

as well as Tualatin Valley and the lowlands of the r iv,·rs. f.r:rvt· you r clog~ a t hon1r. 
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