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WHEN THE FIRST Euro· 
peans settled on our Atlantic 
coast they found a veritable 
paradise for wild game. Deer, 
elk, grouse, quail and waterfowl 
were to be found at every hand. 
As the settlers pushed westY.'ard 
forests were cleared, swamps 
were drained and the wild crea· 
turei. were driven farther and 
h.rther into remote areas. 

This, together with over· 
shooting by market hunters, the 
destruction of millions of birds 
whose plumage was used in the 
millinery trade, stream and lake 
pollution steadily depleted our 
game supply. 

By the turn of the century 
conservationists east and west 
realized that something must 
be done, and done at once if our 
future generations were to en· 
joy the sport of wildfowling. 
By 1900 there were only nine 
states in the uriion that pro· 
hibited spring shooting on the 
nesting grounds. Each state set 
up its own laws. the season 
opening anywhere from Septem· 
ber 1 and continuing throughout 
the fall and winter even until 
April when geese were nesting 
&nd most ducks preparing to do 
so. 

CONSERVATIONISTS: 
Insist on Passage 
Of Migratory Law 

Such practice was, of course, 
disastrous, and far-sighted con· 
servationists who had been 
watching the steady decline of 
our waterfowl were insistent. 
Finally, during March, 1913, 
congress passed the migratory 
bird law conferring upon the 
United States department of ag-
riculture the authority to adopt 
regulations fixing seasons ·on 
this cla.;s of birds. , 

In view of the fact that many 
of our birds nesting ir. the far 
north migrated from or through 
Canada into the United States 
i~ became necessary to initiate 
a treaty between this country 
and Great Britain to properly 
protect these migrants. This 
agreement, known as the mi-
gratory bird treaty, was signed 
by President Wilson on July 3, 
1918. This treaty made the mi· 
gratory bird law ,pf 1913 super· 
-fluous and it was repealed. 

I;>uck hunters and conserva· 
tionists alike realized that fur-
ther protection was •1 ecessary 
if we were to restore 1he great 
flights of our ducks and geese 
and at the same time continue 
the sport of wild-fowling, and 
that there must be created addi-
tional refuge areas as inviolate 
sanctuaries where the birds 
could have suitable nesting, 
feeding and resting areas. 

The first federal wildlike ref· 
uge in the United States was 
created by act of congress on 
March 14, 1903. This was Peli-
can island in Florida. Addi· 
tional refuges for the protection 
of ducks and geese were created 
between 1904 and 1907, primar· 
ily in the hereditary wintering 
grounds of the Louisiana coast. 

OREGON: 
Nesting Grounds 
Studied by Naturalists 

The great waterfowl nur-
series at Malheur lake and in 
the Klamath basin in southern 
Oregon and northern California 
had been studied by thor~ inter· 
ested in preserving these areas 
as nesting grounds for not only 
ducks and geese, but a great 
variety of interesting marsh 
birds. 

Two Oregonians, William L. 
Finley and Herman """T:-nohl-
man, both enthusiastic young 
naturalist photographers, pre-
sented the cause '.o President 
Theodore Roosevelt who on Au· 
gust 8; 1908, signed a proclama-
tion creating the great Klamath 
lake bird refuge of over 80,000 
acres and on August 18 of the 
same year signed an additional 
proclamation creating Lake 
Malheur of about 80,000 more 
acres of swamp. These two later 
were the first of a series of 
great reservations created sole· 
ly for the permanent protection 
of wildfowl, although little 
money wai: provided for patrol 
work and less for development 
of those areas. 

Then came the great drought 
of 9 9-1934. Nes ng groun s 
in the northwestern part of C:a~
ada and in our own pra1r1e 
stc>tes dried up, ponds and lakes 
went entirely dry, and the 
waterfowl were without water, 
food and cover. All concerned 
recognized the great danger of 
some species becoming entirely 
extinct. 

During 1934 congress enacted 
the migratory bird hunting 
stamp act, which provides that 
each hunter buy one of these 
stamps costing $1 before hunt· 
ing waterfowl, the fund thus 
raised to be used exclusively 
for protection of waterfowl. In 
addition, an allotment of $8,· 
500 000 of emergency funds was 
set 'up and the division of mi· 
gratory waterfowl was organ· 
ized on July l, 1934. This en-
~bled the biological survey to 
continue as the leader in wild-
life restoration and mainte· 
r.ance. 

Since 1934 continued progress 
has been made. New refuges 
have been set up on all the 
major flyways, embracing some 
13,500,000 acres all told. 
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