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We had been carelessly indifferent for a number of years to the
presence of this big raet about our place. We called him = wharf ret snd let
it go at that. We had not been'interested in him as o cemera subject,
because rats, snakes, and such like had always been tsboo on the lecture
program because they brought sm..mals from women patrons snd sometimes a
protest to the lecture management. The war fixed that, too, for trsveling
for lectures and even camera equipment are outs So we do a 1little photo-
graphing and kodachrome work about the dooryard, the birds that are home
folks and slways ready to exchange a picture for a handouf, the little gar-
ter snakes sunning on the study steps end don't mind being carried around
in a pocket, the big hop toad of the cabbage pateh that will take a fly
from a toothpicke. S0 we decided - or the f:armer did = thet we would take
the nasty rat's picture and enroll him in the list of {ilms in the cahinet.

He put a2 heavy glove on one hand, for one hand was all that
would po into the small cage door, reached in carefully - so he thought -
and tried to get a good hold of the rat's body. As quick as 2 greased pig
it slipped out of his fingers and squirmed out of reach from one corner to
another. He finslly got it out and carelessly didn't put on his other glove.
Instantly the rat sunk his teeth into the palm of his bare hand, cutting
deep. The blood ran, the men swore, and shoved the little villain back
into his cell. I got camphor and soaked the wound thoroughly, then put on
a Red Cross adhesive band. This time, both of us put on gloves.

-+ We took the fiery rat out end held him quietly, letting him get
used to things, and after squirming/ and trying to twist our of our ha.nds,
he finelly settled down. But it took quite a bit of rabeiling and biting at
the tough gloves to get it into his head that this wasn't a prize fight.

We didn't tell him that he was going to lose anyway. Before we got through,
we had four or five snaps. But he wasn't a good subject, for every time
the camera clicked he jJerked involuntarily, which meant a blurred picture.
The thought of a bubonic rat in our hands never entered our heads.

The family of rats and mice is the largest among memmals. One
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