Jennings lLodge, Uregon
July 28, 1930

10 the KAiTOX:

Undex the heading of "Wild Life Lines," in youzx
issue of July 28, some little space is devoted to Halheux
laske. Thexe is tne following statement:

"Presidentv Hoover's veto of & bill passed by
Congress to make possible the determination of lana
ownership on the shores 0f Malheur lske ig s temporary
get-back to plang Tor xeestapnlishing the great Hulheux
ma¥sh in Uenvral Oxegon as & Yederal refuge for watex
fowl and othexr migratoxry birxds.”

FPresident Hoovexr's veto created no set-back
to Malneur Lake as a feuexral refuge because WValheur lake
is now, and ha: besn a federal sanctuary for wild blxds
+0x the past twanty-two years. President Koosevelt lssued
a special executive proclsmation creating Mulheur lake
resexvation August 16, 1Y0B. roxr many years the RBiologi-
cal Suxvey of the uapaztment of Agzlcultu:e nas maintained

& warden service such as its limited funds could supply.

TheYe hag never been any guestion fxom the
federal standpoint apout Mulheur lske resexrvation: While
the Stave or Oregon, through some of itvs officlals has
maintained ownexship on the lake bed, The (overnment has
veen in possession since 1vUs. lI the Siate or Oregon
could take action against tne Fedezal Govermment 10 Xe-
gain, ana should be successful in regaining the ownership
or the lake bed, there would still be & bhlg controversy
between the Btata and the squatters and land ownexrs on
the border of the lake who ¢laim they own the propexty
ad joining and exteading to the lake center. The great
question at issue regarding Malneur lake which will take
jears to settle, is the adjudication of the water rights.

Tne Government logicslly claims water xights
on & cexrtain amount of water from the Blitzen and Silvies
Kivexrs, one flowing in frxom the South and the other from
the North.

Years ago the Biological Survey of the Vepart-
ment of Agriculture was anxious t0o staI¥t & sult to deter-
mine the water xights. The land owners and cexrtain state

(



orficials appealed to our senators anq;:opxesenxativea
in Congress t0 hola up this suit. Tne Secretary of
Agriculture yielded to these state demands.

In the Oxegonian of July 19, is a dispatch
from your Washington Office, to the effect that the
United States Attorney-General is ready to staxt this
suit which he wanted to staxt yeaxrs ago.

Foxr many years lialheur lake reservation has
been one of the greatest wild fowl sanctuaries in the
United States. It can, of course, be improved when-
ever the watexr rights are adjudieated. In the genersl
state election of November 1920, a bill was initiated
and presentei to the votexs of Oregon in an effort to
settle the Malheuxr question. This hill provided that
the State of Orepon would cede any xights that were
claimed on the bed of Malheur Lska to the Feuexal .
Government. This bill should have been passed but was
defeated largely by statements that this area coantained
good agricultural land. Anyone who is familiax with
this region kuows that, because of the alkall in the
g80il, the area will unot produce c:ops, but is of greatl-
exr value fxom publie standpoint as a wild bird resex-
vatioxn.

1f the State Game Commission and the spoxrtsmen
of Oregon are Yeally interxested in wild fowl sanctuaries,
their attention could well be turned towaxd .owex
Klamath lske which was & vast area of lake and swamp
ecovering over 80,000 acyes and was ons of the greatest
wild fowl reservations in the United States. It was
_ 8lso set aside by President Roosevelt as . a Fedexal
TYeservation, August &, 1908. At that time the, lake and
gwamps were alive with nesting multitudes. In the yeaxs
that followed, promoters got an upper hand in this region.
The lake was dried up and the swamps destroyed. The
alkaline area nevexr has nroduced any crops of value.
Today this resion of desolation is a monument to one of
the greatest crimes agsinst wild fowl ever committed
in this country. Why not corxect this by reflooding the
area? 2

Foxr some years there was a very decided senti-
ment in the State Came Commission to prevent the Fedexal _
Government from taking s hand in the consexvation of
game in Oxegon. . Recently there seems a decided change,
whieh is to be commended. Fedexal funds, however, axe
limited. ZHach yeax the 5tate Game Commission has some
400,000 to expend in the protection and propagation






Jennings Lodge, Oxegon
April 14, 19351

To the Editox:

_ Oonsiderable space has ann devoted
to the pxoposed building of e big powez plant on the
Klamath Rivezx in ponthszn'bxogon._costing many mil-
llona‘of dollaxs and giving employment to many men.
In your editorial of the issme of Apxil 14th, you
gtate that Ordgon drove this plant out and that Cal-
ifozniea wclﬂpmel it. I have wonﬂc:oﬁ_uhnths: the
full faote have been publighed ia this case and
whethex your readers hnve‘boen given a chance to
weigh this mattez.

I am wziting from memory. Some six ox
seven yesrs ago, applications wexe made by the
powex. lntexests to build thzee huge dams on the
Klamath River im California. Califoralsns did not
welcome ‘pi- industry, beocaunse & bill wau‘ih&tlatod
sad a vote was takea. By neaxly two hunized thous-
and majority, the people desided that mone of these
dams could be built.

The respon why Californians refused the
power intexests these pexmits was that such con-
gtruction would destioy a very valuable rxun of salmon

in this styean. Inassmuch as there are other streoanms

whoxe powsxy can be developed, California suggested



that power ocompanies seek sites on oth;z'ntieanl
not inhabited by salmon. In other words, even
thongh eleotzical energy is an impoztant public
necessity, the £food that comes in haxvesting the
rivezs is also s necessity. The publio is zathex
diaoxeat_in pot letting a laxgex industry throttle
a nmullox one. A . |
Since Califoxnis once dxove the powex 1n—
texents off the Klamath Rivex, the statement is
made that now Origoﬂ dzives & powex company off its
paxt of the Klamath River and Califorais welsomes it.
As a matter of public information, it occurs to me

that 311 tha faota have not been publishnd.
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WILLIAM L. FINLEY - A CALIFORNIAN

Visualize an old home on the edge of the town of Santa Claras in the 80's.
Back of the house is a tall shake-roofed barn with swallows flitting in and out of
the loft and protesting vociferously about the head of a young boy, scarcely in his
teens, who is in the act of placing four mottled white and brown eggs in his mouth
for safe-~keeping. 48 he is sliding dwn the roof with his fragile burden, the back
door of the house opens and the boy's mother comes running over to the barn with a
switch in her hand, The boy mekes & flying leap for & pile of straw beneath the barn
eaves. His jaws crunch impulsively--disastrously. He swallows convulsively, and
faces his mother with the guileless look that only youth can muster. "No me'am, I
ain't doin' nothin'."

That wes William Lovell Finley's first taste of ornithology; a taste
which, in spite of the age of theeggs, has led him to devote his life to the out-of=-
doors and to natural history; & taste which has made him one of the greatest photo-
grathers of wild-life in the world, field representative of the National Association
of Audubon Societies, a member of the edvisory board of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, and one of the most active supporters of game preservation in Americe. He has
even trensmitted his taste to his wife, Irene Barnhart Finley, who was gradusted
with him in 1903 from the University of Californie. <They are partners in the work
which has resulted in smessing the largest library of natural history films in exist-
ence, consisting of some 20,000 feet of moving picture film, and some 20,000 stille
life negatives, stored in e fireproof veult in their home in Jennings Lodge, Oregon.

Through his articles in the Neture Magazine, the National Geogrephic, the
Atlantic Monthly and other nationel publications, Mr. Finley has become known to
thousands of people who have never heard him lecture or seen his remariable motion
pictures. Three large federal wild bird reservations in Oregon stani as & record
of his efforts in arousing populaer interest in the conservation of our outdoor re-
sources. These were crested by special executive proclamation of President Theodore

Roosevelt. For the past twenty years Mr. snd Mrs, rinley have cruised the coest



line, packed and camped through a1l the wilder mountainous country of the west,
fram Aleske to Mexicos Their motion picture films constitute the greatest photo-
graphic record of American wild animal life ever made.

While in the Bay Region, Finley will give two lectures under the title
"Where Rolls the Oregon." His Berkeley lecture will be given Thursday evening,
April 18, at 8 pem. in Wheeler Auditorium én the University of California campus.
He will appear in San Franecisco Friday evening, 4pril 19, at 8 p.m. at the Exter~
slon Building, 540 Powell Street. Both lectures will be illustrated with several

reels of new outdoor film recently taken by Finley.



FINIEY TO LEAVE OR EASTERN LECTURE TOUR

"The laigest assembly os sportsmen and fish and game of-
ficials in the histoxry of the consexvation movement in Maine is
expected to greet William L. Finley of Poxrtland, Oregon, one of
America's foremost naturalists and explorxers when he comes heie
next Pebruary 13, to give an illustrated lectuire,” says the
Poxrtland, Maine, PRESS-HERALD of Decembex 4, 1933.

Maine is vitally intexested in building up hex outdooz
tesouzces to attraet tourists. Covernoxr Louis J. Brana of Malne
will preside at the above convention, which features Finley's
motion pictures, and the game commissioners of practically all
of the New England states will attend his lectuxe.

william L. Pinley, Vice-president of J. P. Finley & Son,
will leave soon on his twenty-fiist toux, which takes him through
the leading cities of the East. Fox many seasons, he has taken
motion pictures of outdoor life festuring biids, animals and
scenics in every part of the Pacific Horthwest. His lectures
and wondexful pictures have educated many easternexrs in the
Pacific Coast as a vacation land.

Mx. Finley opens his tour befoxe the Chicago Congregational

Club, followed by lectures at the Camp Fire Club and the Aca-

demy of Science. Among othexr club lectuxras that he will give

aze the Tiavalexs' Hen's Club of Haxtford, Conn., Union Club ‘
and Haxvaxd Club of New York City. He will appear at select it
private schools, such as the Choate School, Wallingford, Coan., \
Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Conn., Pelham School neax Hew Yok

City, and Bowdoin College, Brunswick, liaine, and othexs. |

As a membex of the Advisoxry Roard of the Migratoxy Biid :
Treaty Act and one of the Vice-presidents of the American Game
Protective Association, M. Finley will take part in the annual ok
three-day confexence of the lattexr oxganization while in New B
Yoxk. Hexre the leading consexvationists of the country will 4

ioz?ulate plans for a campaign to save the disappearing watex
owl.




	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0001
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0002
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0003
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0004
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0005
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0006
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0007
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0008
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0009
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder08_0010

