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'.rO 'the ,l!;Q.1 tOI: 

Jennings ~edge, uzegon 
July 2t;, i·~Mo 

Una.e:r the hea<1 ing o:r nw11d .Ll:re J,L es," i J. you1 
issue ot July 2e~ soma ll't~le sp ce ls devoted to VHlneur 
lake. Thexe is tne following sta:tement: 

npiesiden~ HooveI's veto or a oill passed by 
Con._tess to make possible the determina'tion o:r lana. 
owne:rsh1p 0:1 "the s otes of ~.!alh9n:r lake is u temporary 
set-Dack to plans !OI 1eestao11snlng ~ne great rHineur 
ma~sh in ~antral Ozegon as . recte1al zaruge for wat~r 
fowl and otner migratoxy birds." 

Pxesitlent Hoovex's veto C!Aatei no set-back 
to J:u.1n~uz L ke as a t·e .er al re:ruge bAca.use !'alneur lake 
is now, an<:l ha t. been a fedoial sa.nc'tuary 1·01 wild. blxos 
ro1 the past t anty-t~o yea1s. President ~oosevelt issued 
a special executive L xoclamation c:rea.tlng .:ulneuI lake 
1ese1vation August lb, l~UH. For man; yeazs the 9iologi-
cal ~u1vey or tne 1Jepa?tmen't' of Agilcultu:ro nan ma1ni:v.1ned 
a waxden sexvice sucn as its 111 .. i 'ted. funds could supply . 

~here has neveI been ~ny question f!D~ t~e . 
:redetal standpoint aQout .r.aulnP.UI lake resezvation: While 
i:ne Si;a~e or Ozegon, through some of its offlcialb has 
mo.in'ta1nea. owne1 ship on t!1e lnke beu, tne Gove:rnmen"t has 
Deen in £oesession since l~U~. lr tha Sta~e or Oregon 
could take action asainst tna .l"~de:ra.l l7.overnment to I a-
gain, anc1 snoulCl be succeus:rul in re tinlnff tue ownership 
or tne lake be .. i, tnexe woul<l still be a blf! contiove:rsy 
between tne state and the sq11"i t'te! s ami la.n; owna:r s on 
'the bo:rde! 01· the lake who oluim they o .n tne p:rope1ty 
adjoining ana extenctine to the lake cen'ter. Tne gxeat 
q ues'tion at issue I egard ing l~alneur lake .. vd1i<.:h v;ill ta.Ke 
yeais to settle, is the a'Juct1cai;1on or 'the watoI rignta. 

•rne Government logically claims water I ien"ts 
on a cextain amount or wateI from the Blitzen an ~ilvies 

F.ive?s, one flowing in rxon 'tne ::;outh a.net the othet from 
the ..:lOith. 

Yeats ago tne lo~ogical ~uzve~ or the Vepart-
ment o:t A51icul.tu1e -was a.nxi ue to S't a.It a suii; to etex-
ralne tne watex I lghts. '.f he land oi,,·I1e1 s and cextain state 
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ox1·1ciaJ.s apnealed ;to on:r senatox s a..i:1.<I repxesenthti ves 
in Congress 'to noln up this su1 t:. '..L'ne Secretary of 
Agiicultnxe yielded to these state demands. 

In the Oxegonian of July 19. is a dispatch 
fxom your Washington Office. to the effect that the 
United States Attoiney-Gene?al is 1ea.dy to sta:rt this 
suit which he wanted to sthxt yeazs ago • 

.!!101 ma.ny years .1:alhom: lake :r:ese:r;vation has 
been one of the s:reatest wild fowl sanctuazies in the 
Un1tecl dtates• It can, of couxse, be im:p1ove 1.t when-
evex the wate1 ilghts axe adjuJicated. ln the gene:ral 
state election of novembex 19t;O, a bill was initiated 
and pxesente-1 to the voters of <hegon in an effo:rt to 
settle the M~lheu:r: question. ~his hill 111 ovidP.u that 
the State of O:refon would cede any Iights that Vieie 

claimed. on the bed of I:alheui 1a.ke to the FEh· ezal 
Government. This bill shoul(i have been )Jtl.sse'"t but was 
defeated largely by sta.tementB that this a:rea contained 
good ag1icultUI<:il land. Anyo.r .. e who is fa.,uilla:r \~itt. 

this Ieeion knows t:h.at. because of the ulkf.d.i in the 
soil. the aiea ~ill aot p1oduce c~ops, but le of gxeat-
eI value f1om public st ,111dpoint as a wild bird tese:r:-
va.tion. 

lf the State Gai:ne Cormusnl.on and the spoxtsmen 
of Ozegon 8.Ie xaall~ lnte?estecl in wild fowl sa.nctua1ies, 
their attention could well be turned to"ald ~.;0\\01 

Klamath lake which was a vast a..xea of lake l'i.llCt t:)v.amp 
cove:rine over ao.ooo ac1es and was one o.f the greatest 
wild fowl I&Geivations in the United States. It was 
also set asiue by-~xesident 3oosevelt ae.a Fede1al 
x'eservation • .August b. 1900. At that time the lake and 
swamps wexe alive with nesting multitudes. In the years 
that foll >we.i. proroote1s got an uppe1 ·hand in this :region. 
The lake \\.as d:i:iell up and the swamps destroyed. The 
alkaline a.tea neveI has )!Oduced any er.ops of value. 
Toda:; this :ree;ion of desolation -is a moni.ll'lent to one of 
the greatest c:times against wil~l. fov.l eveI comml ttec 
in this count:ry. .th;t not ao1:i:ect this by :reflooding the 
at ea? 

For som~ Jea:rs therp, was a very uecided sentl-
ment in the State' Game Commission to nrevent the Fede:ral 
Gove1nment f1om taking a hand in the conse1vatlon of 
g9.11le in 01ee;on • . Recently there seems a (.eaide(1 change. 
which ls to 11e commended. Federal funds, however. are 
limited. ~aeh year the .tate Grune Commission has some 
,,.,400,000 to exr}enct in the protection and 1nop~fation 
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of ga.me in 01agon. 'lhls is 11ui te a laxga sum. If the 
Commission would set aside a cextaln a.mount eaeh yea! 
fOI the purchase of swamp lands ·01 otheI areas tis ~ilu 
fowl reservations, it would be a most lmpoxta:nt step. 
It could accomplish in Oxegon the ve1y thing that, fox 
yea1 s, the Jt.,e,1e1al Gove1nment has been -cond.emne1.. fo:r 
attemptine but is now encou:ruge to do. 

. . 



To the EO.ito1 : 

Jennine Lodge , ox go~ 
:ril 14, 1931 

Coneid xabl emaoe ha been d ote~ 

to the pz0poeed bu11d1 ot a big pows% pla.nt on the 
. 

Kl th iv 1 1} southexn oxo on, coet1n~ many 11-

lione of dollax e and gi Yin,z f!mnlo;r: 1ont to m my man. 

In you? eu14oxial of the issue of Ap1il 14th, you 

tate th~t 016 en d10 bis plant out nd ~hat Cal-

itozaie wel.-O s it. I baYo wo zed, whetho1 tho 

full faota hav been publiehod in this case and 

w t ei o ? % ? haYe b en i en e h oe to 

eigh this m tte1. 
! am w1itin3 fxom memozy. some siz 01 

s n y I a o, appl1ostion wexe made by the 
po ei . intete t to build th?ee huge dame on the 

TO.a.math Rivex in Cali~oz _ ie. Cal 01nian did not 

loo e t i indu txy, beoauso ~bill vas 1 "tiated 

a oto s aken .. h :m.d ed thou -

and ma3o:rit;.y, the people decided that ono of' those 

uama co ld be 1uilt. 

!'h xeaaon wh Cali o :n - ,.. :refu the 

po ei inte1ests these pexmits was that euch con-

st11ioti would de t:ro ve1y valu ble %un of s lmon 

th ie ate othei stioama in t ia stie • !nasmuo 

whe1 powe:r c be developed, Oalitoxnia eu gested 
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th t pow a • !tee on oth 1 x • 
no inh it d by al on. In otheJ: woid • eTen 

thOl.l(!h el 0 ·081 % is 1 01 ublio 
. 

nooee it ' the food th t co s in ai e ting th 

?iT J is 1 ooessity. i tathex 

di OJ t .... ot l t l i uati th1ottl 

lle:r one. 

1noe CalifOlll onoe lOT the po t in-

te1 .... st ff the lamath Riv ? , the eta e nt is 

th t .ow Ote o ?iv 8. :r 0 p off 1 8 

axt Of the .Kl d. 0 l wo 8 it. 

i l a i 0 ?ri? tio , OCOll to i~e 

that 11 tho t ots h v 0 uen pn l , he • 

(' 
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that powex oom~e.nie~ seek a1tea on othet ~tioams 

nfit itlh bi ted t., aa.l..Lilon. !n otne:r n?!is- . evea· 

_hi:.u,,t. :el,,c<.x..l:cnl e. '1?g ,- f s m. impo:rtant vu.bl1o 

naoe'ELi t.;1. tho =oou. t.ha.t oomee in '1n1Vsfrt.:.nn' the 

r i vai s 1.s a.l:n a r.vH3eee1 ty. The ·ublitj i x loth"f!l 

. 
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WILLIAM L. FINLEY - .A C.ALIFORNIAN 

Visualize an old home on the edge of the town of Santa Clara in the SO's. 

Be.ck or the house is a tall shake-roofed barn with swallows flitting in and out of 

the loft and protesting vociferously about the head or a young boy, scarcely in his 

teens, who is in the act or placing four mottled white and brown eggs in his mouth 

for safe-keeping. she is sliding down the roof with his fragile burden, the back 

door or the house opens and the boy's mother comes running over to the barn with a 

switch in her hand. The boy makes e. flying leap for e. pile of straw beneath the barn 

eaves. Eis jews crunch impulsively--disastrously. He swallows convulsively, and 

faces his mother with the guileless look that only youth can muster. "No ma'am, I 

ain't doin' nothin•.• 

That was William Lovell Finley's first taste of ornithology; a taste 

which, in spite of the age of the eggs, has led him to devote his life to the out-of-

doors and to natural history; a taste which has made him one of the greatest photo-

grapiers of wild-life in the world• field representative of the National Association 

of .Audubon Societies, a member of the advisory board of the Migratory 'Bird Treaty 

Act, and one of the most active supporters of game preservation in .America. He has 

even tre.nsmitted his taste to his wife, Irene Barnhart Finley, who was graduated 

with him in lgo3 fran the University or California. 'J..'hey are partners in the work 

which has resulted in amassing the largest library of natural history films in exist-

ence, consisting of some a:>0,000 feet of moving picture film, and some 20,000 still• 

life negatives, stored in a fireproof Tault in their home in Jennings Lodge, Oregon. 

Through his articles in the Nature Magazine, the National Geographic, the 

Atlantic Monthly and other national publications, llr. Finley has become known to 

thousands of people who have never heard him lecture or seen his remar'Hable motion 

pictures. Three large federal wild bird reservations in Oregon staI¥l as a record 

of his efforts in arousing popular interest in the conservation of our outdoor re-

sources. These were created by special executive procl8I118.tion of President Theodore 

Roosevelt. For the pest twenty years Mr. and Mrs • .rinley have cruised the coest 
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line, packed and camped through all the wilder mountainous country of the west, 

fran Alaska to Mexico. Their motion picture films.constitute the greatest photow 

graphic record of .American wild animal life ever me.de. 

While in the Bay Region, Finley will g[ve two lectures under the title 

"Where Rolls the Oregon." His Berkeley lecture will be given Thursday evening• 

April 16, at 8 p.m. in Wheeler .Auditorium mn the University of California campus. 

He will appear in San Francisco Friday evening, April 19, at 8 p.m. at the E:rtElla 

sion ~uilding, 540 Powell Street. Both lectures will be illustrated with several 

reels of new outdoor film recently taken by Finley. 



.FllfL.t...Y TO LEAVE ON E ST:r;RN L :CTUB!t: TOUR 

''Tha laxgeat aase bly oa spo1tsmen and fish o.nd Bame of-
ficials in the histo1y of the conae1vation movement in Maine is 
expected to g1eet illiam L. Finlay of Poxtland. 01oeoh, one of 
Amexioa's fo1emost natu1aliste and explo1e1s when he oomes hexe 
next _eb1ua.1y l~~. to give tiil illustxate leotuxe. 0 says the 
Poxtland, aine. P]ESS- lbR LD of Deoembex 4, 1933 • 

. aine is vi tally inte1ested in building up hex 011tdoo1 
zesouxces to attxet.ct tou11sts.. Gove1no1 Louis tT. Bta.nn of ' ine 
ill >Iesid~ at the above convention. whioh featuzes ·inley'a 

motion ictuxes, and t:he same oo :iroissione1 s of r)lactica.lly all 
of the Hew •'n{!lan states will attend his lootu1e. 

illiam TH ?inlay, Vioe-pxe:~ident of tT• P. Finle!! & Son, 
will laa.ve soon on his t en !f-fi1st tou1, hioh t kos him thzough 
the le ding oi ties of th~ Kast. Fox many seaat>ns. he has taken 
motion piotu1ee of out(lOOI life :f'ea.tu1ing bi1da, animals and 
scenics in evezy patt of the )acific f oxthwaat. His leotux~s 
and wo exful "')iotu1es have educate many easte1ne1a in the 
Pacif io Coast us a vao tion land. 

1. l!,inley opens his t,1u1 befo1~ tho ,hioago Congxegational 
Club, follrnved by leotu1as at the Cnm.:. Fite Club and the Ace.-
dam o± Soienoa. ! ong othe1 club lectu1 s that he will give 
aie the T1avale1s' : a:i' a Club of HtntfoHl, Conn. t Union Club 
and Hazvaxd Club of Ue Yo1k City. He ill appeal at select 
p1ivate schools, such as the Choate Sohool, all1ngfozd, Conn., 
Hotchkiss ohool, Lakevillo. Conn., Pelham School nea.1 .. Jew Yo1k 
City. and Bo doin College, B1unewiok, .:a.ine, and othe1 a. 

a a roomb~1 ot the dviao1~ ~oat of the Iig1ato1y itd 
T1eaty ot and one o! he Vioe-p1eaidents of the Amo1iaan Game 
Protaotive Association, 1. ninlAy wlll take pa?t ii the annual 
thxee-da oon:f'e1anoe of the la.ttox 01g~nisation while in Ue 
Yo1k. Heie the loadinB oonsetvationieta of the count1y 111 
fo1mulate plans fox a oam aign to save the d1sappea1ing watax 
fo l. 
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