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1 have r i d a copy- of 
your issue of ecember 5, cop-
taining an editorial from the 
Salem Statesman, entitled "Op-
posing the Valley Project." This 
refers to the annual meeting of 
the Oregon Wildlife Federation 
at Corvallis and states that the 
sportsmen, without proper inves-
tigation, oppose the Willamette 
Valley Project. It also 'states 

t the Army Engineers' plans 
for thi11 project provide for safe-
guarding fish life in the Willam-
ette River and its tributaries. 

If four high dams are built 
on the north and south forks of 
the Santiam, the McKenzie and 
the middle fork of the winam-
ette, the Army Engineers have J 
stated that these cannot be sup-
plied with fish ladders. We have 
a state law ta the effect that 
dams that block our mi,gratory 
fish runs cannot be constructed 
unless authorized by the state 
fish and game commissions. Both 
of these commissions have oppos-
ed the building af these four 
dams. The sportsmen also feel 
that this stat law shou d not 
be violated. 

The Willame e 
Commission has informed the 
public that an extra million dol-
lars will be spent by the Govern-
ment on hatcheries and will not 
only save the fisheries from the 
destructive effects of their pro-
?osed dams, but will actually 
improve both commercial ' and 
sport fishing. This is not true 
according to the studies mad~ 
by l'tate and federal fish ex-
perts. 

The artificial spawning of cer-
tain varieties o! fish has been 
very :;:uccessful. The facts show 
tha.t other fish, like the spring 
Chinook salmon, can be spawn-
ed, but later they gradually dis-
appear if their natural spawn-
ing beds are destroyed. The 
Baird Hatchery on the headwat-
ers of the Sacramento River in 
California was established years 
ago by the United States Bureau 
of Fisheries. For some time this 
hatchery handled about 20,000,-
000 salmon eggs each season but 
nevertheless it has been abor:don-
ed simply' because, in spite of its 
efforts, the ·salmon have disap-
peared. The same thing occurred 
where Chinook salmon were ar-
tificially propagated in the Sal-
mon River in Idaho, and that 
h.atchery was also abandonel 
Again, years ago when the Clack~ 
amas River, tributary of the Wil-
lamette, was blocked wiih pow-
er dams, the Bureau of Fisheries 
~milt a hatchery a few miles up 
m the hope of maintaining the 
Chinook runs. They stopped all 
the salmon at River Mill Dam, 
and they were spawned artifici-
ally. Instead of increasing ar 
holding their own, the numbers of 
~it;h returning to the river stead-
ily dropped. Where 2,428,000 eg.gs 
were taken in 1931, the supply 
had dropped in 1938 to 300 000 
Finally the salmon were pe~it~ 
ted to ascend a fish ladder at 
River 111,lill, and a new fish lad-
der recently constructed at Caz-
adero, because the only hope 
seemed ta lie in allowing them l tq spawn naturally. 
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On the editorial page of The 
Journal of December 6 was an 
article by l\1r. Claude Buchanan. 
member of the Willamete River 
Basin commission, claiming that 
those who oppose the high dams 
on the upper \Villiamette river 
are zealots, and that those who 
want the federal government to 
build these dams are realists. 

At the Oregon Wildlife con-
ference at Corvallis, where this 
problem was discussed, l\Ir. Bu· 
chanan said it was a one-sided 
controversy that needed clarify-
ing. ;He says that I am a great 
naturalist, who leads the fight in 
opposition to the development 
of the Willamette valley. He is 
c<;mnected with the Finley clan, 
the early residents of the Wil· 
lamette. I have a deep love for 
the future of Oregon and her 
citizens. l hope I am not on the 
wrong trail. 
The Other Side 

Since this is a flood-control 
act, the public has to pay the 
cost. Since the public has the 
right to consider both sides of 
this question, I hope 1\11'. Bu-
chanan, the other members of 
the Willamette Valley Basin com· 
mission. or Mr. R. H. Kipp, em· 
ployed as its secretary, will pub· 
lish answers to some of the 
questions raised at the Corval· 
lis meeting. 

The main complaint of l\lr. 
Buchanan seems to be that the 
Wildlife federation is anxious to 
conserve the valuable salmon 
runs of the Willamette, but that 
these fish are not so important 
as farms. I feel tr!at both are 
needed for the future benefit of 
Oregon. If four high dams are 
built on the upper \Villamette 
and its tributaries, the army en-
gineers stated that these could 
not be supplied with fish ladders. 
vVe have a state law to the effect 
that dams that block our migra-
tory fish runs cannot be con-
structed unless authorized by the 
state fish and game commissions. 
Both of these commissions have 
opposed the building of these 
four dams. Is it fair for the Wil-
lamette Valley Basin commissi011 
to try to get this state law Yio-
Jated? 
'l'he Costlier \l"a,y 

The army engineers were hired 
to study the Willamette Valley 
project, and congress published 
their report. It stated that flood 
control on the Willamette could 
be handled equally by levees or 
by bank-protection works, at a 
cost of S33,000,000, or by a series 
of dams and reservoirs at the 
headwaters, at a cost of $62.· 
Oi5.000. Since this nation Is al· 
ready loaded with debt, why 
shove our nation more into the 
red by doubling the debt for this 
flood-control project? 

If the answer is t at tlie am~ 
can be used for other purposes. 
such as power development irri· 
gation and transportation, ti1e re-
port of the army engineers stated 
that, if the government pays for 
the construction of the proposed 
dams, "local interests be re· 
quired to bear the cost of land 
and damages, including .the cost 
of railroad relocations and the 
facilities for the propagation of 
fish and related works, and be re-
quired to maintain and operate 
the reservoirs on completion." 
At the estimated cost of 862.0io,-
OOO for this project, the engineers 
stated that the government is to 
pay $43,430,000, and the local in· 
terests are to pay $18,645,000. 
\\'ill the property owners in the 
Willamette valley agree with the 
orders of the united States 
army engineers, or will they in-
sist that all costs for damages 
and construction be met by the 
taxpayers? 

From a national staml.point. 
should we disregard the state· 
ment of the national resources 
committee, appointed by Presi-
dent Roosevelt? "If projects de· 
serve federal contributions, they 
certainly also deserve local con· 
tributions, and unless local in· 
terests are prepared to make ap· 
propriate contributions on their 
own behalf, the federal govern· 
ment normally should not par-
ticipate in the improvements 
they seek. The fact that a state 
or city wishes to save its own 
money cannot properly increase 
any federal obligation to help 
it." In other words, if the land· 
owners in the \Villamctte vallC'y 
want these federal funds as a 
Christmas gift, should not mil-
lions of others in Oregon and 
other states be remembered in 
1 he same way by Santa Claus'? 
This, of course, would bankrupt 
ihe nation. 
I>1·owning Out Towns 

One mci.tter that needs more 
consideration is that the pro· 
po,,ed four high dams will drown 
out towns like Sweet Home and 
Oakridge and destroy valuable 
farm lands in four valleys. A 
statement made by the promoters 
of this project is that it will be 
for the greatest good for the 
greatest number. A petition op-
posing this high dam on the 
south fork of the Santiam was 
signed by 48 Sweet Home busi· 
ness men and 186 property own· 
ers. One of the leading residents 
of Sweet Home said, "The Wil· 
lamette pressure groups are us· 
ing the same high-handed meth-
ods that Germanv uses on small-
er nations." The quf'stion that 
needs more study b, Why :<houl<l 
some v a 1 u ab 1 e fanm; be de· 
stroyed to benefit others? 
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