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Thoro is o.. bird :::'ight coing on dcr;;n in the old 'i.p';'.)le troo. All the 

robins 0::.1 4;1!e 'l'_)lnce a:'."e thero rnshine abotr'.; and :rellin~ cnnir hoads off. 

The r.o11il1S are rtlY"El.::fS st.._rti!lt GCGJ.o-·l;l_ing. Th:::ire £003 the -u.erlt,OUS towhee 

just f'ollcrv5.n; l:;he crmm.. end a junco crurious to see w11a.t it's all about. 

Yes, you 1-.-.ve g-.. :e:..;·"cd :•i .l t.. !.>'n inoE'f'cinsiv sc::"e ch c:~;l h::-..s been walking 

in his nlee.:. Bnd hJ.unuorod in1_,o tho orch~irc". .lie is no ple.c for him in 

the day ti'."'!o. 'Ever,'{ bill is ":.t.;;<Jir.S"'v him, 'Y'TC?'!. th.,._t donble-orom:ier, the 

Steller ;,...y, mo na3:es ~'.10 --.:ir :·b::; .. r.tt a nmr~· i;r -J l1.'"'it.crl" l'he blas-

l ,._.,_ '""cl 1oo',.~ "'t"""1·,~ ··!+h ,..•.,.,..A.-- -·0 11,..,.,1 ~ ....... ~ ,,. ... b • ..,.,., .. .., ........ s 011 ..-..ath 
.l.JJ.W .. .., -"-U .-, "4l..f ""· · •1..1.~ U-,,n;:..t,+,·,.J.-,_:-..ij'>.' • .-:....Jt '-".JV'-'•'-'""' , ·:;;,iJ:, .. O ""'-'• p ...... lj'J.L •a 

forlorn one-sided w:l.nk. 

a cri pp1cd old oott()n. ood on o-:;r !"i ·1nr ")11.!'..k. ":his is perho.ps ninety or a 

hundred fo.:it oclo,1 the hot1 ce tor -Ch0 hill:J:l!:o uescen.~.o in ~teep terraces 

ai1C: io well woodtid. Ench ocasoa vre l.ook tor t..,.e cominr;-out ·or thB owl 

children. 1.ook.ing; aO\;ll i;"1e hill frou Ot.r \ id0 terr .C'I:) O!l n :moon] :J.~ht lli~t, 

1m catch tho ~oi.reD.er!t c!: Ci sh&.dO:" that drops into a .1<:.rk fir tree ond becomes 

a faintly outlined lump on a limb. 1e strain ~ur eyes to meke out whether 

the lw...-ip 1noves., of •:hethar it in just ir:-.:;q~i:nation on ou:.- r.art. Then so:rtly, 

tremulously co:mo~ ~~he mellO'i7 "''1hi:Tne:,..L"lc;11 of" th.:? po.rcn-':: ;:;cre~nh <ml .from 

som01mere over, the open fields. Soae Jhing fans lie; ltly in '"1.!ld drops down 

beside the dark lUl."lp on t;he liiiib. It comoa ·!;o life and though aoundlese t'rom 

where we a1·e, there l'!.re evident n.,ve:~ontn of -:::he two she.do.vs bobbing on the 

fir branch. 1ho :.:1other m»l is f;::;edi;:ig her brood rts theyp~nsh patiently 

here ~Jld there in the dark treos. Calls flll.d answers and flaring shadO\vs 

bring the hillside to life, :moonb0run.u olantinr; throug-,h the trees, dj.mly 

lighting the placid river f'a.r below. 
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It is a pleasant plaoe for an owl estate and with squatters' rights 

the screec..~ ouls hnve poesessed it for ~ ~ood many years. I oan't remember 

r.h.on the ort.L fa.:dly ho.s tailed us, for t~ children come tlong ree;ularly to 

keep uc compc.Il;/ or :rn:m:!lf>r e7eninge. hen old en.out;h to !lot that'lSelves 

through the . ods e..nd CNer tho 1 :tme that are !i tar lly pcri'orated with 

1oouso . olac, the ycnnr: C't"TlE r.-.re a ohti:iv mm.oh. They tlont out over the 

hlL"'ltiug ground, iover on silent w:tnc,:::. hen baol:: again to a peroh in one 

of tho nt!'!?lc tr cs just. ewer oor hands. A:. we look E1.t ea.oh other- and per-

haps tnlk ::-of'tly ""o got il.Cqtt!'.inted- Jie in P. mi3ty dim picture for ua, but for 

those lt iUot'\S yellow f1'Je8 "- ff\08 bel<JV i 8 (i'S elenr as et nOO!ld.uy. The 

yotlnf~to:-:J :-e usod to ua t<.nrl ooma f'lld fO in ~hair breo.kf'ast hunting. rhey are 

alivu to life ~d Ron thei~ " - aw, d they ~e seldo~ still. They :ma9'e 

about on a. U.ri• _ hop up o . llie;her one, t.l'ld suddenly B"'ci1. out +.o pick up 

In the i'a.l 1 .:ihon hO"".ia~eepi~ ar.i.d • nby-rf"J.S:l.!''l' o over, nd the 
• cr.rl f'""'ily e busy buildin~ up fat an f.oathers. there is ~.n eleotrlc es-

sence in the air. Tho cold noonlirjl.t r;litters on the leaves llnd :frosts the 

tips or the grass. It picks out a snider web spread on e. buoh ar.i.d lllakea 

Eilver laoe!'ror- of it. 1'he cmlB t:1.re eleotrifiod. too. and more talke.tive. 

The~,r quicken their paoe as they out through the ait• with unce.IJey" certainty. 

In mid ovember I lesned out of the windcm at midnight. Suddenly 

from ~he e'lves above rrr:r head sounded a sharp, Kyeekl Kyeek! It etartled 

,,...a at first, en then I knmr him. Through the roof ~d ~les I f'elt the 

eager expectancy in the call. Be was enswered from 1-~he hillside belovr, end . 
th"'3D. another, until it seemed e.s 1r all the owls were talking to each other 

at once in nute-clear, ripplin{>; tones. hether this was a thrill from the 

crisp night and adventure- which wocild not be unbelieVllble even for owls-

I didn't want to doterr."dne. I hoped so. 'l'he owls ou-t-.-laated me and I went 

to bed still hearing those clear, aingint; onlls. 

One notable thing about this owl is that apparlBl!J the birda are 
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mated f<r lifo, or e.t least they inhabit the Sal!le old home tree for n 

nw.bcr or yerArs. As far as knmm, there has been but one pair nesting on 

our plaoc en.ch y&:c..:r and in the smne cottonwood on the rl.ver bank. No one 

thinks of' '!"Ol()stinr: them e'."".'3ept to pay a short Visi:t; w.d peek in 'their 

door. Thi:' mn'\111er a cou;:>le or onriovs litblo bo7a i'o:md Ol'l':i o:·: thG owl 

children s1e'3pi:n.:; iu a 1':1 llor tr0e. Tl10 Ji t; ·;le f'eJ.lOt'T ·,ms ~'i.rd to see be-
' • 

C9..U.SB htJ hsG. str(Jtch9<1 hL"1'.solf up thin ond. ctri:cd.ght with his pointed ears 

wot·l:lcd l:i.r.the Conc:td0r~.ng; 5.t a real fo~:t, ths boys pickocl hi.-rn off his perch 

ahd h:mup:ht niin np to the hmum. A ... ~e1~ takiru>: a ~ood. look end lea.ming somo-

thing- e.bout him, hhe ··,<Y'JS ,-aro Pd.:io:nishod to OAX'7 hin bo.c:!. c'.oi.m •..;o -bhe ex-

and c. red O!:.Ce Long: ago i~i11ien itchc"' said~ 1 e b'.trd o2 0110 color me.y be 

L'l.8.tr;d "ith f" bird ·::>t' unother color, and ull oi: their young rru;y ~ e ot one 

of i:r.ixod col01:s. ' lien.co ,w1is bird is often co.llec the '1i:ottloc:l owl." 

The little scree.eh OTil is \"Tell known tln·ou hout {~he U:nihod States. 

Soattero~i over the country e.rG eicht kinds t;"JPioal of their various regions, 

the Florida scr~0ch OVTl, tho Roc1.ry b:ountain scr~ech zy~l, MacFarlano's scrooch 

mrl, Kennicott' s screech cml~ Aiken's screech owl, the Hex.1.cal:i. or Arizona 

screech owl, the spotted screech owl. t'nd ·i;he i'1.~'lll1Ule:i;ed sc4•eieo~1 <:ml. The 

last one is the least in aize !.llld lit:l:;le is known abcut him. Re has one 

distinc_t peculiari~J• The iris of the ,eyes of,all the other m'lls is ;fellow, 

Y.rhile that of' the fle:""\'l!TIUlated owl is a clark chocolate-brm-m., givinr:~ tl.c bird 

a queor mild e:itpression quite un-owl like. The Ke:mioott's screeoh Ot'Tl is 

the ono found 00Im:10nly in Oregon, rangint; from this etate to SitY-..a, Alaska. 

;11th the exception oi' the burrowing owl, the screech owl reeds more 

orlonsively on insects thr:n arr.r or the other 01."'?"ls. !t ic t.>.. diligent mouser. 
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