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It is a pleasant place for an owl estate snd with squatters' rights
the screech owls have possessed it for a good meny years. I can't remember
when the owl ‘fmﬂy has failled us, for the children come along regularly to
keep us compeny of sumer evenings. _ When 0ld enough %to pilot thomselves
through the woods end over the lawss that are literally perforated with

mouse holes, the young owls sre a chummy unch. They flcab out over the

hunting ground, hover on silent wings, then back egain to a perch in one
of tho maple trecs just over our headse As we look at each other- and per-
haps talk softly to get acquainted- he is o misty dim ploture for us, but for
those luminous yellow ayes e face below ig s elesr as ot noonday. The
youngsters are used to ue end?oome end go in their breakfast !m:;t:ing. They are
alive to life and "on their ﬁn" now, and th\ey are seldom still. They move
about ona]..iuio, hop up to a higher one, and suddenly eail oubt %o pick up
a sowrrying mouses ;
In the fall when hoﬁsekupmg and haby=reising ere over, and the
owl farily are busy bullding up fat and festhers, there is an slectric es-
gence in the air. The cold moonlicht glitters on the leaves and frosts the
tips of the grasse. 1I% picks out a spider web spread on a bush and makes
silver lacewor: of it. The owls are electrifiod, too, and more talketive.
They quicken their pace as they cut through the air with uncanny certainty.
In mid November I leaned out of the window st midnight. Suddenly
from the eaves above my hoad sounded o sharp, “Eyeekl Kyeeki" It stirtled
me st first, and then I imew hime Through the roof and shingles I felt the
eager expectancy in the call. He was enswered from the hillside below, and
then another, until it seemed as if all the owls were talking to each other
at onece in flute=clear, rippling tones. Whether this was a thrill from the
erisp night and admﬁuro— which would not be unbelievable even for owlse
I didn't want o dotermine. I hoped so. The owls out-lasted me and I wemt
%o bed still hearing those clear, singing calls.

One notable thing sbout this owl is thet awm Yirds are



mated for life, or at Ie,nasb they inhebit the same old home tree for a

number of years. As far as known, there has been but one pair nesting on
our place each year and in the seme cottamwood on the river bemke No one
thinks of molesting them exeept to pay a short visit and peek in their

doore This summer a couple of ourious little boys found one of the owl
children sleeping in e willow trese The 1little fellow wms hard to see be=-
canige ho had stretohsd himself wp thin and streisht with his pointed ears
st1£C, his oyes helf closed slits, and his wood=brom body simulating a
motiled 1inbe Considering it s real fest, the boys picked him off his perch
abd brought him up 5o the houses Afber teking s geod look end learning some-
thing sbout him, the boys were admonished to oarry him back down %o the ex-
act perch where they had found hime

Perhaps the strangest thing about the screech owl is what is called
"diohvonatism," which noans the dsvelopment of twp plumage phases, a gray
and o red ores Long ago William Dutoher saids "a bird of one solor may be
meted with 2 dbird of another coclor, and 21l of their young mey be of one
_colorhd.ther red or grays or the parents mey be of one color snd the young
of mixed colorss” Hemce this bird is often called the "mottled owl."

The 1ittle sereech owl is well Imown throughout the United States.
Scattered over the country are eight kinds typleal of their various regioms,
the Florida sereech owl, the Rooky Mountain sereech owl, MacFarlane's screech

~ owl, Kennicott's screech owl, Aiken's sl owl, the Hexlean or Arizena
sereech owl, the spo‘btod screech owl, end the ﬂmxlated screech owl. The
lest one is the least in size and 1itsle is knowmn about hime He has ome
distinet peculiarity. The iris of the eyes of ‘all the other owls is yellow,
while that of the flammlated owl is a dark chocolate~browm, giving the bird

| a queer mild expression quite um-owl like. The Kennicett's screech owl is
S e found commonly in Oregon, ranging from this state to Sitka, Alaske.

“ith the exception of the burrowing owl, the screech owl feeds more
extensively on insects then any of the other owls. It 113 e diligent mouser,
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