
Realtors to Hear Finley-William 
L. Finley, naturalist and contributor 
to The Journal Sunday magazine 
section. will speak Friday noon be-
fore the realty board in the Im-
oerial hotel. He will talk on fishing 
resources and inland waterwavs of' 
Oregon. . ' ""'~ • "' - / 

FISH INOUSTm 
HELO MENACED 
BY PROGR.ESS 
u"-"-,."'"~~ 
Dams, River Pollution Will 

Destroy Salmon, W. L. 
Finley Says o.-fVl · t <., 

~, 

Need Congressional Action, 
Kiwanians Told; Yearly 

Value la High 
Warning that unless congres· 

slonal action is taken to halt de· 
structlon of pilchard (a principal 
salmon food) along the coast, and 
unless stream pollution is halted, 
and if the proposed series of dams 
on the upper Columbia is built, the 
great salmon industry will be de· 
stroyed, Wllliam L. Finley, out· 
standing naturalist and author, ad· 
dressed the Oregon City Kiwanis 
club yesterday at the chamber of 
commerce. He placed the total val-
ue of salmon, taken commercially 
and by sportsmen, at $10,000,0-00 a 
year. 

Introduced by Attorney Philip 
K. Hammond II Mr. Finley took 
off his gloves and went at the fish 
conservation problem in a straight 
from the shoulder address, urging 
that before the people endanger or 
destroy the great salmon runs in 
the Columbia and Willamette, they 
should count the cost. He charged, 
incidentally, that the value of In· 
land waterway development has 
been greatly, exaggerated, declaring 
that while it cheapens transporta-
tion costs somewhat, the taxpayers 
pay for it, sometimes many times 
over. He auded that 5-0 or 75 years 
ago development of inland water· 
ways was necessary, but is not 
necessary today because of the net-
work of railroads and bus lines · 
which do an efficient and econom-
ical job. 

Must Make Study 
"We can't stop development, bu~ 

we can make a study of develop-
ment programs to determine whe· 
ther one industry will destroy an-
other '' Mr. Finley said. 

The speaker pointed out that as 
the West has been developed, peo-
ple have tried to get all they can 
out of the country too often with 
utterly 11elfish motives, so that the 
problem today is 'to conserve wild 
Ute '"o a which belong to the 
:neon ..... ~~~-----~--~~~~~ 

Finley said that the draining of 
ponds, lakes and s~mps has 
brought irreparable loss to the 
middle western states, destroying 
fish and fur bearing animals, low-
ering water tables sometimes 50 to 
75 feet and encouraging dust 
storms. He pointed out that the 
government is now spending mil· 
lions ot dollars in an effort to off-
set this wasteful program. He 
cited restoration of Malheur lake 
as an example, $650,000 having 
been spent there to date, and the 
drying up of Lower Klamath lake 
into a biological desert as· a re-
sult of a private promotion scheme. 

In like measure, he said, the 
rivers of the ·west are invaluable 
for domestic water supply, irriga-
tion, power, and for the fish food 
crop, also having great recreational 
value. Fish life in these streams, 
particularly the Willamette river, 
Is being slowly but surely destroy-
ed by sewage which is dumped 
into the river. 

Showing how spring and fall Chi· 
nook runs and runs t>f silver side 
and blue ·backs have been de-
stroyed in California, with one ex-
ception, the Klamath river, Finley 
said that the Columbia and Its tri· 
butaries are now the greatest sal-
mon streams in the world, but will 
not be so if pilchard and sardine 
runs are destroyed at sea, high 
dams without adequate fish lad· 
ders are built and sewage dumping 
continues. 

Finley gave an interesting 
sketch of the life of salmon, de· 1 
scribing how they must fatten up 
on pilchard and sardines before 
beginning the long , trek back to , 
fresh water spawning grounds. 
Here the female wallows out a 
hole, lays from 1,000 to 5,000 eggs 
which the male fertilizes, then both 
die. This cycle is repeated every 
four years, the flngerlings going 
downstream to the sea and travel- • 
Ing hundreds of miles along the 
coast, to return four years later 
to the headwaters of the same 
stream If possible. 

High Dam Assailed 
The naturalist told how approx-

imately $7,000,000 is being spent 
on fishways for Bonneville dam, 
and rapped plans for spending 
$200,000,000 on a high dam at 
Grand Coulee. He predicted that 
if tentative plans to spend $375,-
000,00-0 to develop navigation of 
the upper Columbia and the Snake 
rivers are carried through, tax· 
payers will ultimately pay by in· 
direct taxes from $50 to $75 a ton 
for every ton of freight that is 
moved over these waterways. 

He touched briefly upon the .Wil· 
lamette valley project, including 
flood control and irrigation dams 
on its tributaries, but made no di· 
rect criticism of this program 
which he later admitted he had 
not studied In detail. He did char· 
acterize the navigation program 
for the upper Columbia and Snake 
rivers as another costly promo-
tion screme. He added that busi-
nessmen who are supposed to use 
their brains are falling for these 
schemes without counting t~e j 
costs. If the high dams are built 
in the upper Columbia district, the 
salmon runi; will be ruined, he pre· 
dieted. 

Finley was introduced by Mr. 
Hammond as an out.standing au-
thority on fish and game and out-
door life who as national vice-
president of the Isaak Walton 
League had spoken on wild life 
conservation in many cities . of 
the United States and Canada. He 
is an honorary member of the lo-
cal Kiwanis club. Dr. T. Rabert 
Phelps presided at the luncheon. .. . ~ 

SALMON IN PERIL, 
SCIENTIST WARNS 

.:....::::;..:;._.:....._!-/ \. / 7. 1 
Congressional Acts Urged at 

Oregon City 

OREGON CITY, April 16 (Spe-
ciaD-Warning that unless con-
gressional action is taken to halt 
destruction of pilchard (a principal 
salmon food) along the coast, and 
unless stream pollution is halted, 
and if the proposed series of dams 
on the upper Columbia is built, the 
salmon industry will be destroyed, 
William L. Finley, nationally known 
naturalist, stated in a talk before 
the Kiwanis club. He placed the 
total value of salmon, taken com-
mercially and by sportsmen, at 
$10,000,000 a year. 

He urged that before the people 
endanger or destroy the great sal-
mon runs in the Columbia and 
Willamette, they should count the 
cost. 

He charged that the value of in-
land waterway development has 
been greatly exaggerated, declar-
ing that while it cheapens trans-
portation costs somewhat, the tax-
payers pay for it, sometimes many 
times over. He added that 50 or 75 
years ago development of inland 
waterways was necessary, but is 
not necessary today because of the 
network of railroads and bus lines 
which do an efficient and eco-

1 nomical job. --- --

Casters to Hold 
Banquet Meeting 
:Jk.~_,11t~--~-~ - ~ii 
The Portland Casting club will 

stage a banquet at the Congress 
hotel tonight at 6 :30 for all sports-
men and women interested in the 
sport of angling. 

Featured on the program will be 
the personal appearance of William 

I Finley, explorer, who will present 
his motion pictures of Alaskan wild 
life. 

There will be no club activities 
at the Westmoreland pool tonight 
as previously scheduled. 


