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Ex-Chief of Biological Sur-
vey Visits State 

Another plea for the conserva-
. i\'on of two of Oregon's natural and 
far-famed ' resources - birds and 
fish-was voiced yesterday by Dr. 
William L. Finley, who recently 
returned from California, where he 
attended the meeting of. the West-
ern Association of Fish and Game 
Commissioners. 

Traveling through the bird 
refuges, game reserves and viewing 
southern Oregon's fishing streams 
with Dr. Finley were a group of 
notables in this field, including 
J. N. Darling, former chief of the 
biological survey; I. N. Gabrielson, · 
the present chief, Carl Shoemaker 
of the Wild Life Institute, and 
George Nordenholt, California's 
commissioner of natural resources. 

Visitors Much Surprised 
The visitors were much sur-

prised to see the number of birds 
and game being raised in the Ore-
gon refuges and reserves, "which 
were all in fine shape," Dr. Finley 
said. 

Dr. Finley reported that Cali-
fornia's fish and game commission 
is urging Colifornians to come to 
Oregon to do their fishing. "Their 
streams are played out and they 
are trying to save them by shoot-
ing their fishermen up to Oregon," 
the local naturalist continued. "The 
Umpqua and other southern Ore-
gon streams are open to commer-
ci.al fishing. The Californians think 
it very silly for us to permit it." 

California was driven to closing 
its streams to commercial fishing, 
Dr. Finley said. "In ·view of the 
great influx of tourists who fish 
our streams, we ought to build ours 
up by stopping this waste and con· 
serving our fish," he added. 
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MALHEUR REFUGE 
DE~LARED BEST 

Chjef Qf Biological Survey 
Praises Conservation 

Of all th~ migratory water ·fowl 
refuges established ,by the United \ 
States biological survey, number-
ing now more than 100, Oregon's 
refuge at Malheur lake is the best 
breeding ground of the system, Ir& 
N. Gabrielson, Washington, chief 
of the biological survey, commented 
yesterday during a brief Portland 
call. · 
' The region is coming back mar-
velously, w}th an abundance ·' of 
vegetaticm, since the go~rnment 
bought the old P ranch and restort!d 
the water of Blitzen river to the 
lake, the survey chief said. 

.Mr. Gabrielson came to Portland 
directly from the Malheur r~fuge, 
which he visited with Dr. W1lliarn 
L. Finley, Oregon naturalist; J. '!'· 
Darling, · former chief of the b10-
loo-ical survey, and others. Mr. Ga-
brlelson said he "kidnaped" Mr. 
Darling at the San Francisco meet-
ing of the Western Association of 
Fish and Game Commissioners and 
bt'.onght him into Oreg-0n 

In eastern Oregon Mr. Gabriel-
son conferred with Ferry Carpen-
ter, in charge of government graz-
ing lands, and eastern. Oregon 
stockmen relative to settmg aside 
a big-game refuge of abou.t 300,000 
acres in the Hart mountam com~
try for ·antelope. The money is 
available to buy the land just as 
soon as President Rooseve.lt signs 
the eicecutive order, the b1olog1cal 
s'urvey chief said . . Oregon's herd <!f 
antelope now numbers approxi-. 
mately 4000, he estill'l~t~ed~·~~--
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Waste Land 
~rought Back 
Into Promise 
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• By~ Ricltard H. Syring 
"Home on the Range" may be 

more than just the title of a cowboy 
song if cattlemen perk up and fol-

low the success 
th e government 
is having with an 
antelope refuge 
in N e v a d a. In 
fact the federal 
project is prov-
ing th a t sage-
brush land may 
again be the home 
of roving bands 
of cattle. 

Enthusiastic, to 
say the least, is 
big Ira N. Ga-
brielson, chief of 
the United States 

I. N. Gabrielson biological survey, 
over the govern-

ment's success with the Charles 
Sheldon antelope refuge of 30,000 
acres in Nevada, about 75 miles 
southeast of Lakeview, where grass 
has staged a "comeback." 

Here for a one-day visit with the 
local office,' where until February, 
1935, he spent 17 years Gabrielson, 
last week visited Nevada refuge and 
Eastern Oregon projects en route 
from San Francisco, where he at-
tended the Western Association of 
Fish and Game Commissioners. 
Antelope Roam at Will . 

"Our success with the restoration 
of bunch grass and other grasses on 
our Navada antelope refuge is al-
most unbelievable," explained the 
survey chief. "For two years we 
have had the land fenced against 
cattle but allowed more than 2000 
head of antelope to roam at will, 
and the grass has come back. 

"Our success should prove to cat-
tlemen that grazing, lands can come 
back if cattle are kept off for a few 
years. In future yea!ls we may let 
cattle on the land again." 

Oregon also has an antelope refuge 
in the Hart mountains, bourtdary of 
which has not yet been fixed, .Ga-
bri-elson said, since some of the land 
still is unsurveyed. All told, though, 
the refuge will encompass" approxi-
mately 300,000 acres, he said, about 
50 miles north · of Lakeview, where 
more than 3500 antelope will roam. 
Greatest Nesting Place 

But it is the Malheur refuge for 
birds which causes the biological 
survey chief to swell with pride. It 
terms it "the greatest single nesting 
place in the whole refuge system in 
the United States." 


