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"Conservition of our Salmon 

Runs" will be the subject on which 
William L. Finley, nationally-fa· 
mous naturalist, and resident of 
Jennings Lodge, will speak on! 
Thursday at the weekly luncheon 
o( the Oregon City Kiwanis club 
in the chamber of commerce rooms. 

Members of the Clackamas Coun-
ty Sportsmen's association and all 
other persons interested are invit· 
ed to attend the meeting and hear 
Mr. Finley, who is vitally interest-
ed in conservation of wild life and 
in the Willamette valley. 

Mr. Finley, field naturalist wi~h 
the Nature association of the Um~
ed States and national vice-presi-
dent of the Isaak Walton league of 
America recently returned from a 
speaking tour of the ~n!te~ ~tates 
ancl Canada. He is an honorary 
member of the local Kiwanis club. 

P. K. Hammond II, local attor-
ney and pei':<;onaJ friend of the not-
ed naturalist, will introduce the 
speaker. Dr. 1'. Rohert Phelps, vice-
president of the club, will preside. 

1 Luncheon will be served at 12: 10 
p. m. Reservations may be made to-
day by telephoning 134. 
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KIWANIS TO HfAR · 
TALK ON SALM~.~I 
~· --~$7 1 
Noted Naturalist to Speak 

to Oregon City Group 

OREGON CITY, April 13 (Spe-
cial) - "Conservation of Our Salm- 1 
on Runs" will be the subject on I 
which William L. Finley, national- 1 
ly famous naturalist, and resident 
of Jennings Lodge, will speak on 
Thursday noon at the weekly lunch-
eon of the Oregon City Kiwanis 
club in the chamber of commerce 
rooms. 

Members of th e Clackamas 
County Sportemen's association and 
all other persons interested are in-

1 vited to attend the meeting and 
hear Mr. Finley, who is interested 1 
in conservation of wild life and in I 
the Willamette valley. 

Naturalist Makes Tour 
Mr. Finley, field naturalist with 

the Nature association of the 
United States, and national vice-
president of the Isaak Walton I 
league of America, recently re-
turned from a speaking tour of the 
United States and Canada. He is an I 
honorary member of the local Ki-
:wanis club. 

P. K. Hammond II, local attorney 
and personal friend of the noted 
naturalist, will introduce the 
speaker. Dr. T. Robert Phelps, vice-
president of the club, will preside. 1· 

Luncheon will be served at 12 :10 
p, M. 

Bill Finley Takes 
Hot Dam Dams 
.E,o! ~ther14!i~~~: . ,..., 
There was agam sung before the 

Kiwanis club Thursday noon the fa-
miliar song, "Are the Hot Darn 
Dams Worth What They Cost?" This j 
subject was under discussion at a 
recent meeting of the Oregon City 
Chamber of .Commerce, when C. 
Schuebel and E. A. Koen debated to 
a draw. 

This time it was William L. (Bill) 
Finley, nationally known naturalist 
and sportsman, who really lives at 
Jennings Lodge, but whose home is 
the wide world, who did the talking. 
The Finley program was arranged 
for by Phil Hammond, secretary of 
the club, who introduced the speaker. 
Finley tore right into his subject, 
and from b11glnning t-0 the end of a 
40-rnlnute talk questioned the advis-
ability of building dams here and 
there and almost certainly destroying 
what he called a 10 million asset of 
fish annually, which means fine in-
terest on a 200 million dollar invest- I 
ment. He even questioned to an ex- ! 
tent the comparative value of the 
Bonneville dam. 

Finley opened by telling of the 
draining of swamps, ponds and lakes 
in the middle west, the result being 
that the water level was lowered 
100 feet, crf'ating a desert out of 
what had been a wild life para-
dise; told of Malheur and othf'r Jakes 
beinc- destroyed in the interest of, 
industry, with the government now' 
spending in excess of 650 million do!-: 
Jars to restore what was wantonly 
destroyed; that now the same prob- , 
lcms arc present as to the riverR, · 
which are being used as sewers, 
losing their recreation value, becom-
ing a menace to health and destroy-
ing valuable fish life that comes to all without cost. i 

Finley pointed out that the salmon 1 
runs come in four year cycles; that ' 
it is believed that while in the ocean 
they live and bt>cornc strong and fat 
on consuming pilchards or large sar-1· 
dines: that the coast states have 
made an industry of catching these 
latter fish, one great net taking as 
much as 150 tons at one cast and I 
questioned if this new industry will 
net destroy the great salmon runs in 
the Columbia and Willamette rivers I 
and asking that congress regulate 
the situation. He also called atten-
tion to the unscreened turbines and 
Irrigation ditches and insisted that 
these destroying agencies must be 
cared for. I 

Finley closed with a passionate ap- 1 
peal for the people to inform them- 1 
selves upon the comparative cost 
of transportation by railroad, by 
truck and by artificially created wa-
terways, and insisted that where the 
water freight was possibly 25 per 
cent less that the taxpayers pay the 
difference and then some; that there 
was a time when new waterways 
were necessary, but this has been 
done away with by the fine railways 
and the exoellent roads. In this 
coJ)nec:.tlon he cited U\~ tremendous 
expense that wlll be Involved in the 
construction of the proposed many 
new dams ln the Willamette and 
Columbia rivers and held that the 
interest on the investments will be 
greater than if the government 
shipped the freight by trains and 
trucks and paid the entire cost be-
sides which valuable fish runs ~ould 
be destroyed. 

"Waterway transportation is today 
the greatest pork barrel in the coun-
try," Insisted the speaker, holding 
in effect that the people are trad-
ing to possible industry an asset 
that is worth many times what 
will be the factories that come as a 
result of the dams that destroy fish 
life. 

W. O. Phelps, vice president, pre-
sided. 

Finley Says 
Salmon in 

1 Real Peril 
~ j'Y('' I .. 6 J'/, 7 

Ore.!(on City, April lli.-Unlt>ss 
concerted action is taken to halt 
the destruction of pilchard, a prin-
cipal salmon ~0ocl, and unle:ss stre:im 
pollutionis 'ialted, and if the pro-
posed series of dams in the upper 
Columbia is built, the salmon in-
dustry is doo'lled, were the out-
standing statements of William L. 
FinlPy, speaker at the Thursday 
noon meeting of the Kiwanis club. 

He said that before people aUow 
destruction of the salmon industry 
they should count the cost. He said 
the value of inland waterways · has 
been .greatly exaggerated, de:clanng 
that while it cheapens transporta-
tion costs somewhat the taxpayers 
pay for it, sometimes many times 
over. 

Finley said that ~O or 75 years ago 
the development of inland water-
ways was really necessary, but this 
does POt hold today because of the 
network of railroads and sta'ge lines. 

The speak=r made it plain that he 
was not in favor of retarding de-
velopment, but he advised a study 
to determine whether one industry 
will destroy 'mother. He painted out 
that as the Far West has been de-
ve!oped people have tried 1o get all 
they can out of the country, too 
often with selfish motives, so that 
the problem today is to conserve 
wild life resources. 

He said the drainage of ponds, 
lakes and swamps has brought great 
loss to Middle Western states by 
destroying fish and fur bearing 
animals, lowering water tables and 
encouraging dust storms. 

1 He spoke briefly on the Willam-
ette valley project, including flood 
control and irrigation dams on its 
tributaries. but made no direct 
criticism of the program, which he 
admitted he had not studied in de-
tail. 


