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~<1-·/q~7, 
Noted Naturalist Assails 

Destruction of Natural 
Bird Refuge in Speech. 

How co-o~ratlon among sport .. 
men's and civic organizations i1 
needed to combat despoilatton of 
natural resources was described 
to a large Klamath audience at 
the Willard hotel Thursday night 
by Oregon's outstanding wild-life 
authorities. 

The speaking was sparked by 
William L. Finley, famed natural-
ist and national vice-president of 
the wild life federation, who 
spoke at length on Lower Klam-
ath lake as a "horrible example'' 
of the destruction of a valuable 
bird sanctuary for assertedly un-
profitable farm operations. 

Conservation Move Rises 
In their talks the visitors told 

how unthinking mankind has d&-
stroyed important natural re-
sources, and how the conservation 
movement is now taking shape 
along the lines of a federation of 
all organizations with member-
ships interested in stopping thl1 
destruction. 

Ed F. Averill, president of the 
Oregon Wildlife federation, pre-
sided at the meeting. The vislton 
came here to help get underway 
the Klamath1 county wildlife fed-
eration, which ls headed by Hal 
Ogle. Those here from outside, all 
of whom spoke at the meeting, 
were: Stanley Jewett, U. s. biolog-
ical survey; Wlllam Smith, state 
vice-president of the wild life 
federation; Frank B. Wire, state 
game supervisor; c. W. Reynolds, 
state planning commission; Edwin 
P. Cliff, game management agent 
for the forest service, Finley and 
Averill. 

Tnle Lake Exception 
The Klamath Sportsmen's asso-

ciation arranged the event. The 
association ls one of the sponsor 
organizations of the wild-life fed-
eration. 

Finley, in his talk, said that in 
connection with his charges that 
many lake and swamp areas have 
been drained to no good purpose 
there are admitted exceptions 
such as Tule lake, where rich 
farm land was developed. 

Lake Now Desert 
But in both his talk before the 

Kiwanis club Thursday noon, and 
his night speech, he made hard-
hitting reference to Lower Klam-
ath. 

"Biological Desert" 
Finley declared that before 

Lower Klamath lake was drain-
ed, government experiments had 
shown the land of no value for 
agricultural purposes. But pro-
motion had its day, he said, and 
the land was drained, anyway. A 
great natural bird sanctuary w ;is 
destroyed, and "Lower Klamath 
lake became a biological desert- · 
a comnlete loss," he declared. 

Three prominent members of the Oregon Wildlife Federation 
tour party, in Klamath Falls Thursday and Friday, are shown 
here. Left to right: William Smith, vice-president of the state 
federation; William L. Finley, noted naturalist, vice-vresident of 
the national federation and well known writer; Stanley Jewett, 
official of the U. S. biological survey, pioneer Oregon naturalist 
and supervisor of the Malheur refuge, 
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..,,rt,.bSDA Y'S wildlife conferences here, brought about 
rough the sponsorship of the Klamath Sportsmen's 

a11ociation, served the · vital purpose of directing local at-
tention to the great natural resource conservation move .. 
ment now underway in this country. 

Despoliation of natural resources, without their re-
placement by other resources of equal or greater value, 
is Qbviously wanton and short-sighted. Yet much of that 
sort of thing has been done, and it would continue to be 
done without the development of a counter-movement 
of the kind represented by the wild-life organizations 
and their new co-operative federation. 

A sane and balanced viewpoint on these questions 
la needed. The country can't be turned back to the 
Indians. Where developments are economically sound, 
and are going to benefit any considerable number of 
people, they are bound to come and it would be unwise 
to stand out blindly against them. But that does not 
mean that the great resources of the woods, the marshes, 
the lakes and the streams should be ruthlessly and 
needlessly destroyed. A program for their protection 
and conservation, while the country is being developed, 
is needed, and that is what the conservationists are figh 
ing for. 

Finley said that he now under-
stands a proposition is being push-
ed forward that may bring water 
back to Lower Klamath lake. 

The speaker asserted that for a 
long time the reclamation service 
worked solely from the viewpoint 
of land "reclamation" and with 
no consideration of the conserva-
tion of waterfowl. 

However, he said, in recent 
times the reclamation service and 
the U. S. biological survey have 
developed close cooperation, with 
the result that practices ruinous 
to wild life have been halted. He 
mentioned the Clear lake stock 
grazing controversy, describing it 
as an example of the two depart-
ments working at counter pur-
poses. "All that has now :ieen 
changed," he said. 

Finley said that pollutiLn of 
streams is one of Oregon's great- J 
est problems at the present time. 
He described the Willamette river 
as a "public sewer" and excori-
ated taxpayers for their unwill-
ingness to provide other sanitary 
facillties and conserve the na-
tural life in the river. 

Dams, !\fines Held Menace 
The speaker told how dams are 

a menace to fish life. He said 
that conservationists do not pro-
pose the abolishment of any in-
dustries, but they do want them 
to conduct their operations in 
such a way that they will rot 
destroy these great natural re-
sources. 

Conservation of natural re-
sources, he said, means use-but 
not abuse-of those resources. 
Finley discussed the Importance 
of forest preservation and told 
of the work done by beavers in 
the conservation of soil and water. 


