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soft light-brown hair. The combined weight of the three was ten ounces.

Showt'ls are very pugnacious and often fight ferociously among them-
selves, but one that was trapped and tamed afterward became gentle in twenty-
four hours. Or perhaps it was indifference as he showed neither 1like nor dislike
for his captor. He drank large amounts of water and munched his fern leaves
audibly. He washed his face after the mamer of smell marmals, reaching back
with his fore paws onto his shoulders and neck, the movements being short, quick
dabs. When irritated, he twitched his whiskers emergetically, and when most
angry uttered a husky, querulous note somewhat like a cough. He often satisfied
his curiosity by sniffing and working his nose which was very semsitive, for
the slightest blowing on it produced spasmodic starts. | ;

Scwellel sexes are identical. The gemersl color is chestnut to reddish-
brown with some of the longer hairs black. The under parts are plumbeous. The
head is broad end blunt with long whiskers, the ears inconspicuous and nearly
hidden in hair. The legs ere short and stubby with long claws for digging.

The mountain beaver lives in cclonies and usually a colony consists of
one large family. The plan of the burrow is one or more long main runways opening
to the surface by short side burrows at fresquent intervals. The diemeter of
these runways is from six to ten inches and tha.pnasqgauay is kept free from loose
dirte Generally the runway follows any natural advantage such as fallen logs,
and here the burrow is often so shallow thet it is but a helf off its usual depth,
the log serving to cover it. The main system in many cases may extend for more
than a hundred feet. Dirt is handled much in the same fashion as the pocket
gdpher works. A mass of loose goil is pushed ahead of the 5ody by the chest and
shoulders, the broad head also being used to shove mside the dirt.

As an experiment, a showt'l was liberated on the bank of a small creek
and was put out into a fairly deep pool. He swam ashore showing no fear whatever
of the water, nor any particular liking for it. He locked much like & swimming,
tailless muskrat. There is a doubt if he ever swims for the love of it.

It was no wonder that the young naturalist thought he had found a new

species, considering the unique and secretive character of the sewellel.
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