
ROOSEVELT SEES FINLEY PICTURES 

WILLI AM l . F INLEY. S c. 0.. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT heard about the 
unusual motion pictures which W illiam L. Fin-

ley of Oregon presented to the 21st American 
Game Conference, and the contrasting wildlife 
conditions they illustrate so graphically in the 
W est today as against twenty years ago. 

Mr. Finley was invited to the White Hous~ to 
give the President and his guests a private showing 
on February 4. 

The changes, which have weighed so heavily against our wildlife 
resources in the W est , due in large measure to lack of federal plan-
ning and coordination, as portrayed by these pictures are mosi: 
. . impressive. -. - Anierican Game Bulletin. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGl'QN, D. C. 

February 27 , 1935 . 

Mr . William 1 . Finley, 
R. F . D. 10 , Portland, Oregon . 

Dear Mr . Finley: 

I want to t hank you for the tremendous stimul us 
you are giving to wildl ife conservation through the 
agency of your moving pictures and l ectures . 

You, more than anyone el se I know, have suc-
ceeded in dramatizing one of the most interesting 
and val uable el ements of our North American conti -
nent , namely wi l dl ife , its needs and the threat to 
its existence . 

Your recent voluntary contribution of an 
evening out of your busy schedule to show the 
pictures and give your talk on them at the White 
House I bel ieve was one of the most practical steps 
toward t he promotion of a national wi l dli fe progr am 
we could have possibl y had . 

Yours very truly, 

J . N. DARLING , 
Chief . 

THE FINLEY MOVIES 

One r ecent eveni n g after dinner at the 
Wh i t e HouRe, President Roosevelt sat for an 
h our look i ng a t n1oving p ictur es o f the scenic 
magnifi cen ce of the W er-; t . Explaining t h f?' 
p ictu r eR, aR they unf o ld ed a thrilling r eview, 
was vVill iam L. Finl ey, O r egon's noted na-
t uralist. Appreciativel y l ooking on was J. N. 
("Ding") Darling, once a cartoonis t, now 
h ead of the United States biolog·ical survey. 

Question followed f]uestion on the Presi -
dent's part as the Fin l ey films disc losed the 
Malh eur n1igrato r y water fowl r eserve in Or e -
gon. When the nat ura l ist commented that 
b ird r eservationR Rhou ld b e c r eated in con-
nection with the Rtor age r eservoirs of f ec1eral 
r eclamation projectR, the P r esident suggested 
that Secretary I c k es of the Interior d epart-
ment and r epr esentatives of the reclamation 
bur eau ought to see the picture. 

Brought t o him viRually by aid of t h e 
n1ovies w as t h f> probl en1 of h elping ~m.1111011 

t o pa.::Js Bonnc•·!ne d:-tn~. 

Not by his plclures a lone, but by hiR inti-
mate scientific knowl edge, William L. Finl ey 
is perfor ming- a service o f full nationa l pro-
porti o n s to the region "Where r olls the O re-
gon." 

In entire agreen1ent i s P r esident R oosevelt 
i n Natural b-;t Finley'i;; valuation of \Vild l ife 
and the greal outdoor s that Rhoulcl as much 
be p laced upon a basis of su stained yiel d as 
the forests and the f i el ds. 

- Edi tori a l , The Journal , F eb. 24, 1935. 

CONSERVING OUR 
NATIONAL RESOURCES 

N ece'Sity o f adef]uate fiRhways at Bonne-
ville clam to protect the sal mon indus t r y of 
the Col un1bia river wa8 urg·ed b y Willia.in L. 
Finley, Oregon natural ist and lecturer, in an 
address given at t h e l uncheon nieeting of 
the Portla nd C h am ber of Commer ce m em-
bers' forum at t h e Porlland h otel. 

" T h e bui ld ing- o f dams on the Columbia 
ri ver I:.; the greate-f-lt nienace to the sahnon 
industry. T hey will k ill t h e li ttle fish coming 
down and prevent fb;h g etting up. ~rhe dan1s 
wi ll niake a series o f ponds, sui tabl e for 
such fiRh as bass, and probably will exterm-
inate the saln1on/ ' Mr. F'i n l ey said. ··we are 
spending ~30, 000 , COO to produce power and lo 
d estroy a $200,000,000 i ndustry." 

'The Colun1bi a r iver i s the n1ost in1portant 
sal mon Rtream in the w orld , h e con1n1en t ed. 

Beaver Protection Urged 
l\fl'. F i n l ey spoke of laek of coordination 

b etween goven1111ent hureaus and activities. 
The r ecl a n1ation ~Prv i ce, h e said, interferes 
with protection of wi l d b i rd a nd a nimal life. 
When the sl ate l egislature passes a l a w r e-
n1ovi ng prot ection on b eaver, the state is 
ser iousl y dan1aged. 

" The beaver d ead i s worth $10, while the 
h eaver a l i ve iR worth $300 in value to t h e 
slate," Mr. Finley said. He r elated the habits 
of beaver in niaking clan1 s ' vhich stor e up 
t h e w a t er and aid in irrigating the land. "It 
appeals m o r e lo spend $20,000 ,000 on a n irri-
gation project than to con serve the w a t er 
r esou 1·ces t ha t we have," h e stat ed. 

-Oregonian, Marc h 12, 1935. 
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