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they looked almost like pressed flowers.

We took him to a.‘ diminutive pond made by demming up a Btreem thet flowed
from a spring and then went mesndering through brush to the river not a hundred
feet sway. It should have suited s wild bird, for it was hidden in the woods
and lay secluded and grass-pgrown. He wafted out on the surface, 1ifted his
white front streight up end stood on the water as he sent his shrill, piiping
whistle up to the sky. This new lake did suit him. But for how lonp?

Ho was hungry and went sbout dabbing his bill here and there, then look-
ing wp ingquiringly why no fish, or evenm . froge Three fat slugs were thrown in,
and down he went for the bottom, which wesn't far for the pond wes shallow. Per-
hsps he would have to top off with some of his own feathers, which the scientists
aver arc always e part of his diet. It is en appetite that must be inherited
for even three-year old chicks have been found with balls of baby feathers in
their stomachs. 3

Something startled him. Almost tco quick for the eye to see, his neck
was arched, the javelin bill slid downwerd, the slim body followed in m curve
below the surface, leavinp scarcely eny wake behind. We followed him with our eyes,
a pointed eraft with wings tightly closed, propelled by ite two powerful paddles
at the stern: The hesd end sharp prow, the shadowy body, £1id under the weter
almost like 2 snake. Coming up for inspection, he found things quiet end idled
rocking on the weter -- he, the wabter nmymph of the bird family.

The western grebe, like otl-:erz of his family, has difficulty in rising
from the water. Beinp at home on the waves, it is not easy to frighten him into
flight. But once under way, he is s strong, rapid flyer. He looks like a little
torpedo shooting through the eir, with his tube neck end stream-lined body stretched
out in a straight line, his splay feet dragging behind, and smell wings vibrating
at high speed. Nor does he slacken to alight, but usually lands with a force
that cerries him sliding for some distance.

The nuptial sesson in the marsh is e riot of din and courtship. The tule
masses that border the water and far out to hidden islends are the nesting places

of many kinds of water birds. About one of these islands we found the floating
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Ean‘bs of many gro"boa. When leaving, the mother does not cover her eggs as some

of the other grebes do. The number of eggs varies, but the families seen are us-
ually from three to four. Instances of eleven or more eggs have been found in a
nest, but two or three lazy neighbors must have welched on a willing hen and over- ;
loaded her with their own maternel cares. Other marsh-nesting birds such as terns,
ducks, and coots often dump their epge in grebes' nests. The grebe herself is

none too good a housekesper, for her eggs, naturally lusterless end sometimes lumpy,
are often splotched with mud or stuck-up with bits of dirty nesting material.

The grebe chick never stays in the nest longer than s few hourse. Ons that
Ss Just hatohed s elothad in the most deliosbs scet of gray fury’' The old grebes
have a way of teking their young with them, for the little fellows climb sboard
end 1ie under the wing coverte with their heads sticking out. The parents swim and
dive readily with the young on thelr backs, but occasionally when one is startled
the kids are bumped off and have %o peddle for themselvss.

The courting sntics of the prebe are uniques Two birds swim eide by side.
Without e signel, eech arches his neck seversl times with a jerky motion, the bills
turned straight down, the bluck crests spreads They curve and sway their necks
back, touching them apainst thelr bodies with a rythmicel motion. It is like a
ba ckward bowing, a flirtetious Invitetion. After s few minutes they settle down
and swim about unconcernedly. Thie poes on for scme time. Then e second perfor-
mance commences, more dramstic and intimete. It ssems to be a climax to the bow-
ing. As the birds swim side by side, suddenly both stand upright as if walking on
the water, snd rush alomg, splashing the surface for twenty or thirty feet, with
wings tight to the bodiess They drop their Lreasts in a graceful glide that car-
ries them along about fifteen feet further. This might be eelled the water glide.

The third aot of the show is a real wedding dance. It begins as the other
two with the actors swimming quietly along together, when plwump, they dive. The stage
is empty, the water serene for a few minutes. Suddenly they pop up, each holding
a -piaoa of moss or weed in the bill. Instently they face each other and rise,
treading weter, with stiff bodies half ebove the surface, necks straight up. Then
begins the dance, treading about breast to breast, until they make three or four
circles. They drop down on the water and flirt the moss from their bills, swim-
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