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rollicking satisfaction in collecting tlds cache, under which nha had mede a
nest for her young. : _

Wood rats of the genus Neotome, Imown aleo &s pack rats or trade rats,
are smong the most mumerous of native rodemts in the western United States.
They sre common throughout the Rocky bain and Pecific Coast regions st
practically all altitudes save the high Boreal Zome, snd in & wide variety of
hebitate. Nowhere ere they more abundemt than on the platuua and desert of

7&‘4- s
Arigona. This silky, pinkish-buff 1ittle fellmr, “white underneath even to his

toes, and with big eyes and ears, is go mild in tenpomt end so much clesner
and less destructive than the brown or vharf rat that it scarcely deserves to
be thought of in the seme class. | '

Once in our ramblings, we met this wood rat face to face. T.-twl:lag
into the round doorwey of a cactus wren's nest in & jumping cactus bush, who
should pop out but @ rat. He hed probably just feacted om delicatepink eggs
We decided to mske him pay for beiny ceught coming out of g bird's mest.

He stood in the smmmzt hole, his round, black eyes staring, the light
shining on hie pink nose ar;d making his big pink eers almost transparent. He
started to mske a bresk for froedom. The csmers man ceught him by the tip of
his teil, end them by the back of his meck. In the souffle, the leose tkin
of his tail tip slipped easily off as a lisard’s does. It bled & little, but soom
dried up. Heo didn't seem to notice it. But if didn't add to the loocks of that
end of him. |

We tock him to a big mass of low prickly peer nearby, which we con=-
cluded wes his home. Under the roots of the sprawling, thorny fortress was a

‘mags of browmn debris, dried cectus fens, sticks, and all kinds of Trash. One

entrance hole was in pix_;in gight , but we knew there were several other run-

" ways hidden urnder the jumble. Shallow trails ren in several d.‘lraeti.m off into

the desert. Many of the cactus lobes over his den had semi-ciroulsr chunks
eaten out of thm; showing where he took his suppers.

It was tedious work standing in the blistering fu‘tﬁ'&rying to educate
the little fellow to pose for his pleture on top of a green fan. He wasn't
at all excited or apparently utmic.l, but he didn't like the sun either. It
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