


FATHER AND SON PERFECT NINE MAN TABLE 

NECESSITY is the mother of inven-
tion. And in the Dock Pipe Shop 

at Oregon there was a necessity aris
ing from the difficulty in flanging pipe 
on a group of small benches equipped 
with one vise on each end. 

Gone now are the single benches 
that tipped with the use of flange 
wrenches and that used too much 
space. C . Z. Bn1mm, foreman , and 
his son, W . F . Brumm, lead man, 
tackled the problem. Their solution 
was a single table with greater weight, 
larger vise capacity, where workmen 
could reach material easily. 

The table is 32 inches high, 21 feet 
long, 8 feet wide. One side has bays 
3 feet square spaced at 3-foot inter
vals. The other side has 2 bays of the 
same dimensions, six feet from each 
table end. This jigsaw arrangement 
permits the use of 9 vises, 5 of which 

are workable right or left. The table 
top is covered with quarter inch steel 
plate, lending durability and rigidity 
to the unit. 

This idea of a single table has obso
leted the use of five small benches, 
saves valuable space, is particularly 
effective when flanging large bends, 
and has greatly increased efficiency. 

ISHERWOOD TRAILER TYPE CUTTING TORCH SAVES TIME AND ACETYLENE 

New motor-driven cutting torch cuts time 20% 
-acetylene 10% . Three Swan Island men 
pioneered this production idea. 

Cargo bulkheads at Swan Island 
are made of corrugated plates ranging 
in thickness from Y2 " to % 11

• Edges 
must be accurately square cut to exact 
dimensions. The old cutting method 
employed torches that did not turn at 
a perpendicular to the corrugations. 
This resulted in a cut with a ragg~d 
back lash, a waste of oxygen and 
acetylene and much lost time. 

The boys at Swan Island got to
gether with the manufacturers and 
devised a radically new torch. The 
automatic motor-driven torch runs on 
a standard track, but the torch itself 
is on a separate set of rollers and is 
attached to the motor unit by a flex-

ible arm. This allows the torch to 
follow the corrugations in the plate 
at a constant right angle. Thus, an 
accurate, clean cut is made with an ; 
estimated saving of 10% acetylene 
and 20% saving in time. The new 
machine uses a No. 2 tip for faster 
cutting and travels at an average rate 
of 18 inches per minute. 

Four of these machines are in use. 
The idea was conceived by John 
Walish, Master Mechanic, who made 
the first working model, and Gene 
Hamm, Burner leadman, and E. L . 
(Babe) Reynolds, Burner supervisor, 
who contributed much time and effort 
on the original design . 

"AW, HELL, THAT THING AIN'T MUCH, LET ME SHOW YOU A REAL INVENTION." 
Lee Sheller and L. L. Carter, machinists, talk 
over production ideas with "Snoose" Johnson, 
Foreman. 

"If there's an easier, faster way to· 
do a job, I'm the guy who can dope 
out the tool to do it with ," says lanky 
Mark "Snoose" Johnson, machinist 
foreman at Oregon. 

Born the son of a naval machinist 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, Johnson 
came with his parents to Portland 
when he was four years old. When 
Mark was seventeen, World War I 
broke out and he obtained employ
ment in the shipyards as a machinist . 
After the war Mark got a job with 
the City of Portland as foreman on 
the construction of the Bull Run 
Water Reserve. 

In December, 1941, Mark joined 
the ranks of the shipbuilders. Over 50 
of his inventions ranging from Air 
Rams to portable Flanging Machines 
are in use around the plant. When we 

asked him to explain the Air Ram 
shown in the photograph, he growled, 
"Aw, hell , that thing ain't much. 
Let me show you a real invention." 

Air Ram , invented by B. M. Johnson, Machinist Foreman , 
and built by L. L. Carter, Machinist. Th is machine has 
stepped up production 50% over the former method of 
using a vise and bending material by hand with a levering 
tool. The Air Ram is made from scrap, will bend up to 
% x 3" Aat bar to any degree of bend desired and is used 
in making some 35 types and.sizes of brackets. 



HELP WIN THE WAR 
OF PRODUCTION 
Three yards organize to develop 
new methods, save time, cut 
waste and increase efficiency. 
SQUARELY on the shoulders and brains of the men on 

the production front lies success on the fighting front . 
Every man and woman at Oregon, Swan Island and 
Vancouver knows this. They know also that ships and 
more ships are vital to victory. 

Much has been said about shipbuilding records at 
Oregon. More headline achievements are in the making, 
because the close cooperation between management and 
50,000 Kaiser yard workers in Portland and Vancouver 
will be intensified through a newly organized Production 
Ideas Department. 

At the three Kaiser yards the organization of a Produc
t ion Ideas Department gives formal recognition to meri
torious suggestions and encourages all workers to take an 
active part in the movement. Many men have made 
valuable contributions during the past year, and Oregon 
Ship 's record of "better and faster" is partly due to their 
time and labor saving efforts . 

SUGGESTIONS CLEARING OFFICE 

All employees are urged to use suggestion boxes and 
suggestion envelopes. Suggestions will go directly to the 
Suggestions Clearing Office where they will be examined 
carefully, and each person will receive an acknowledgment 
letter. All suggestions will be treated impartially and con
fidentially . No employee need fear that he is " sticking 
his neck out " when he sends in an idea or a constructive 
criticism. If an idea has practical possibilities, Suggestions 
Clearing Office will contact the employee personally for 
further information on his subject . The idea will then be 
submitted to a voluntary committee composed of work
men, foremen and leadmen in the particular department 
concerned. For instance, if the suggestion deals with plate 
shop improvement, the committee composed of men in 
the plate shop will examine the idea. If it is considered 
worthy of adoption, it will go to the department super
intendent for his O .K . and will be put info effect as soon 
as feasible. 

To facilitate handling, a special Suggestion Envelope 
will be available at the suggestion boxes. This envelope is 
so designed that the employee who does not wish to sign 
his name may detach a stub which has a duplicate number 
on it . Each issue of the Bo's 'n's Whistle will carry a list 
of suggestions submitted and if a personal interview is 
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Suggestion boxes are located in 
time checking booths at 0. S. C. 

desired, the Bo's'n 's Whistle will publish the numbers 
requested to contact the Suggestion Clearing Office. 

The Bo's'n's Whistle will carry feature stories concern
ing employees whose ideas have been adopted. Award 
Medals for outstanding service will be given at the end of 
each month to employees whose ideas have been used, and 
will be presented at ceremonies to be held during the lunch 
periods on all shifts. 

Mr. Adolf Schmidt, graduate engineer, with years of 
practical constructio!f experience, will head the Sugges
tions Clearing Office at 0. S. C. His temporary location is 
room 204 in the new Administration Building. Mr. Henry 
Bloch will head the Vancouver department. His office 
is room 212 , telephone 600, in the Administration Building. 

The 44 suggestion boxes at 0. S. C . are located in the 
time checking booths, and can be identified by a sign with 
a red arrow reading "Suggestion Box." Directly under 
the signs there is a slot cut into the booth, and the boxes 
are inside the booths where no one but authorized persons 
have access to them. Suggestion envelopes are available 
in racks on the Bo's'n's Whistle distribution boxes. 

The 40 suggestion boxes and envelopes at Vancouver 
are located in convenient places through the yard and in 
the offices. Boxes will be locked, insuring the safety of the 
ideas submitted. 

Arrangements for a Suggestions Clearing Office and 
suggestion boxes at Swan Island are now being made and 
will be announced in the next issue. 

Suggestion envelopes can be mailed directly to the 
offices if desired, or dropped in the suggestion boxes. 
Sketches or plans which require a larger envelope should 
be mailed directly to the Suggestion Clearing Offices. 

Suggestion box at Vancouver 
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T2-SE-Al 
An amazing engineering achieve

ment is on display in the conference 
room at Swan Island's Yard Office. It 
is a 100% accurate steel model of the 
T2-SE-Al tanker. Scale 1/ 2 " to 1 foot. 
Cost, $25,000. Purpose- for use by 
instructors and personnel in the 
building of tankers. 

The model is built in three sections, 
and emphasizes the intricate struc
tural detail of a tanker. 

Deck houses above poop deck and 
bridge deck are not included, as the 
joiner contractor does this work. 

Brass wire indicates a weld made 

1. $25,000 worth of model oi! tanker pro
vides visual instruction at Swan Island. 

2. Bow section looking forward. 

' \ ' 

in the field- silver for plates welded 
in the shop. Galvanized iron is used for 
members and corrugated bulkheads. 
Tank sections, longitudinal and trans
verse bulkheads, stiffeners, are labeled 
and lighted for easy observation. 

The ten miles of piping in a T2-
SE-Al tanker are faithfully dupli
cated. To simplify the complicated 
piping system for study, valves are 
painted red, oil lines yellow, water 
green, steam white , air blue. 

The model was built by Chas. K. 
Van Riper, Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
It will be used extensively at Swan's 
Field Office School, and is on exhibit 
to interested workers at all times. 

3. Bow section, quartering view. 

4. Midship section from starboard side. 

S. Midship section looking aft. 



THE BIG TUBE 

Have you ever wondered- at Vancouver- how so many 
tools, machinery and lights are furnished with power when 
there are no poles or wires overhead? 

Where is the source of supply of power for tools, head
lights, pumps, lights, whirleys, ventilation system? Where 
are the pipes that supply oxygen, water, steam? 

The answer is The Big Tube- a tunnel 1,496 feet in 
length situated underground at the head of the ways. 
It is built of corrugated 10 gauge .pipe, and is 7 feet in 
diameter. Both ends of the tunnel have steel and concrete 
bulkheads. At one end a flood water pump is located. 

The south wall of the tunnel supports a 4 11 oxygen pipe
a 16 11 air pipe - a 10 11 water pipe - a 3 11 steam supply 

Turning valve on steam system. Vancouver sub-station . 

line- a 2 11 steam return - a 2 11 hot water supply and 
a 1Y2 11 hot water return, with pressure varying from 25 
pounds in the 3" steam supply .line to 85 pounds in the 
air and water lines. 

The north wall supports three electrical lines of 440 
volts; 3 electrical lines of 220 volts and 2 lines of 110 volts. 
Each odd-numbered way- six in all- house sub-stations 
which transform the 11,500 volts into the above mentioned 
440, 220, and 110. From each of these stations a man hole 
leads directly to the tunnel. Telephone connections to 
which portable telephones can be hooked up are at hand. 

The wiring and tubing in this tunnel, if strung out in 
one continuous line, would be about four miles long. 

Flood water pump . 



SHIPBUILDERS UNIVERSITY EXPANDS 

OF all the shortages that threaten 
America 's war production machine, 

manpower is the greatest . To check 
that shortage, to make men more 
efficient , to maintain the Kaiser 
yards ' reputation of "better and 
faster ," vocational schools at all three 
yards have undergone expansion and 
are busier than ever before. 

SWAN ISLAND 

The Vocational School at Swan 
Island is assuming a position of real 
importance. The school classrooms 
and workshops are adequately fitted 
out to accommodate and train l.arge 
groups of employees under the able 
supervision of · Mr. M . L . Bullard, 
vocational director for the three yards. 

At present more than 700 students 
attend classes- better than 19% of 

all the men engaged in tanker con
struction. Operating 24 hours a day 
and six days a week, the school offers 
approximately 30 courses on the many 
phases of shipbuilding, including 
Marine Electric, Shipwright, Ship
fitting , Rigging, Safety Engineering, 
and the basic course, Fundamentals 
of Tanker Construction. Pipefitting 
will be started soon, and before long 
the workshops for Electrical Training 
and Layout work will be in operation. 

The school is fortunate in having as 
shipfitting coordinator Harry Chap
man, construction expert, and J. W . 
Bilyeu, a shipfitting instructor. The 
other teachers are foremen and lead
men from yard assembly. In addition, 
the School District has loaned slides 
and movies to aid in classroom work . 
Eleven reels on Shipbuilding are now 
available. 

HOW TO ENROLL 

1. By signing up in the applicant's 
own department on a list provided 
for that purpose, or 

2. By applying in person at the 
school or even at the time the class 
starts. 

Those other than employees may 
not attend the school and take courses 

with the exception of that in Funda
mentals of Tanker Construction. All 
welding students are restricted to 
helpers of the Boilermakers' Union 
who are working in the yard. In
quiries should be made directly t o 
the Union. Welding students are put 
in training, receive 95 cents an hour. 

Upon completion of training, stu
dents receive badges and become 
regular employees authorized by the 
Boilermakers' Union. Their wage 
scale is increased to $1.05 and they 
are transferred to the yard for further 
instruction. After thirty days they 
are eligible for advancement to pro
duction and a wage rate of $1.20 an 
hour. 

The Welding School can accommo
date 180 trainees. There are sixty 
welding booths, complete with weld
ing machines and electrode holders. 

The time now required to train a 
welder depends on the urgency of the 
need in the yard, and necessarily 
varies from time to time - fifty hours 
minimum, and close to 150 hours for 
proficiency in flat and vertical weld
ing. Overhead welding has been prac
tically omitted, and must be learned 
later. At present, there are many 
women welders in the school. 



COURSES AT THREE 
More than 20,000 men 
have received Vocational 
Training at 0. S. C. -
Vancouver - Swan Island 

o. s. c. 
The Vocational School at Oregon Ship already has 

trained 16,000 students, and approximately 1,700 workers 
are taking courses now. Biggest news from Oregon is that 
the already rounded-out vocational program has added 
two new courses---one in Silver Brazing for brass and 
copper pipe ; and a course in Job Improvement for the 
pipe shop and for welders. 

VANCOUVER 

Under. the supervision of Mr. Carl Lodell, Vancouver's 
vocational training program has been notably successful. 
Approximately 4,000 men have been trained to date, or 
are currently in training. As in the other yards, classrooms 
and workshops are completely equipped, and students are 
learning their respective skills rapidly under competent 
instruction. High spot in the Vancouver yard school at 
the present time is the course in Welding. 

Machine Shop Training Class at 0 . S. C. 

Student Welding Booths-Vancouver. 

Student Welder-Vancouver. 



"ILUES IN THI NIGHT" 

That's what the swing 
shifters got- and liked
when they were enter
tained on the War Bond 
program August 11 by 
Sherry Martin, typist in 
the 0. S. C. Purchasing 
Department. Sherry's real 

............ name is Margaret Tate. 
So und familiar? You saw her auburn hair 
at the 1942 Rose Festival- a Princess in 
the Queen's C ourt - representing Port
land's C ommerce High School. 

AUTOGRAPHS-SHIPYARD VERSION 

"'Breathes there a guy with soul so dead, 
Who never to a gal has said-

Please autograph this - it 's for my head ." 

So she did just that. Miss Beverly Gross, 
widely known as "Miss Oregon" and now 
a starlet at Warner Bros. Studios in Holly
wood, celebrates a homecoming by paint
ing V on helmets at the 0 . S. C . War Bonds 
program August 12. Miss Gross has more 
than a passing interest in shipyards- her 
father is J ohn H ershberger, O .S .C. chipper. 

SWEET AND HOT 

Some things are pretty good- and some 
things are tops. Tops in music, take it 
from thousands of day shifters at Oregon, 
is the "Tin Hatters, " 0 . S. C. dance band. 
These boys shot the works at the yard 
show August 12, and had the music-loving 
audience so entranced that they thought 
they were in an auditorium and sat in 
straight rows. (See photo.) From sweet 
swing to jumpin' jive this group of 
musicians demonstrated what everyone 
who listened might have guessed- practi
cally every one of them has had experience 
in name bands the country over. Proudly 
we present the "Tin Hatters": Pete Kraus
haar, Piano (Marine Electrician); Fred 
Dalby, Guitar (Facilities Superintendent) ; 
Hank Wales, Bass (Machinist); Al Carter, 
Drums (Welder); Ken Richards , Sax (Time 
Checker) ; Jim Gillespie, Sax (IBM); 
Johnny Calles, Sax (Storage Yard); Arne 
Mattson, Sax (Sub-Contract Office); Art 
Presthus, Trumpet (Mold Loft); Al Brock, 
Trumpet (On the Way.s); Jackson Smith , 
Trumpet (On the Ways); Merrill Leonard, 
Trombone (Guard); Lew Meyers , Trom
bone (Painter). 

" . ... you can tell from these boats 
I made for Junior that I've had a Jot 
of experience as a shipbuilder." 

FROM DUTCH HARBOR TO SWAN ISLAND 

Freeman Engberg, Swan 
Island time checker, left 
Dutch Harbor May 1st, 
after three m onths as a 
guard at the Naval Air 
Station. He was on duty 
when a formation of Jap
anese planes flew over on 
an observation flight. He 
also had a brush with a submarine on his 
way to the Aleutians. 

What's it like up there? Well ; it's cold 
and wet and windy. The drinking water is 
so flat that it is necessary to take calcium 
tablets along with the water . The " park" 
consists of one tree. But there are fish 
galore- codfish so thick you can club them 
as they swim by . 

The 500 odd natives working at the 
camp are big and strong, and drew pay 
equal to that of the workers imported from 
the States. The food- excellent; quarters 
- comfortable. Engberg lived on the ship 
"Northwestern" where the Guard Head
quarters were located. 

NOW YOU SH IT-NOW YOU DON'T 

This man Szabo - the 
Great Szabo, tool checker 
and magician extraordin
ary, went into action at 
an Oregon Ship noon yard 
show August 8. Accus
tomed to mystifying folk 
all over the world, this 
shipyard Dean of H ocus

Pocus got one of his biggest thrills out of 
entertaining workmen at the n oon yard 
show. If you think there wasn't a crowd, 
look at the picture below. 

THE BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 



"SHE'S A GOOD SHIP" 

Walter Harvey, able sea
man on the SS "William 
Cullen Bryant," has a 
story to tell and the evi
dence to back it up in the 
form of steel plate and 
torpedo head fragments. 

"WesailedfromHawaii, 
through the Panama 
Canal on a routine, uneventful voyage. 
Early one morning there was a horrible 
crash and the whole ship seemed to leap 
into the air. I was dumped out of bed along 
with my roommates. We were ordered to 
abandon ship, and drifted in the sea wait
ing for another attack. In a few minutes, 
Army bombers were dropping flares all 
over the water. The sub had disappeared. 
When dawn came, the 'William Cullen 
Bryant' was still afloat, so we all went 
back on board. Except for No. 1 hold 
which was full of water, not a seam had 
opened, and the cargo was in perfect shape. 
We were towed into a Florida port where 
the 'Bryant' is being repaired." 

Says Walter, "I'm gonna keep this piece 
of steel and bounce it off the head of some 
damned J ap or German on my next trip." 

PAGE MR. KRUPA 

Al Carter is a welder. Al Carter is also 
a drummer. If necessary, he can make the 
fish jump out of the Willamette by playing 
a drum solo with welding rods on a steel 
ship side. When he has the real tools of a 
musi"cian (see photo) he is real competition 
to noted Drummer Gene Krupa. Al has 
held down the hot seat for many orches
tras, including Woody Hite, Maury Bin
ford, Jack Baine, Bart Woodyard, Johnny 
Callahan. 
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WHISTLIN' PETE 

Peter Van Audenhagen, 
alias the Belgian Night
ingale and Whistling Pete 
can imitate anything from 
a baby chick to an eagle 
on the back of a silver 
dollar. 

His rise to fame as a 
whistler started in 1914 

when the Belgian Nightingale got low on 
funds and entered an amateur contest, 
where he won the first prize, the substantial 
sum of one dollar. After the show, Pete 
was immediately offered a contract with 
the Pantages Circuit. 

Pete is a driller in Bay 4 in the Oregon 
Shipyard Plate Shop, where he entertains 
the boys at lunch hour with some of his 
unique bird imitations. When Pete is not 
drilling holes and whistling for the fellows 
at Oregon, Ship, he is busy farming his 
25-acre ranch at Forest Grove. 

CHALLENGE 

"I'll wrestle any man in 
the Kaiser yards and guar
antee to pin him. I might 
even consent to warm up 
on Ernie Piluso." 

So speaks George Wag
ner, Swan Island burner, 
one - time light heavy
weight wrestling cham
pion. Ever hear of "Kingfish " Levinsky? 
George took him in a mixed match, in 32 
seconds. 

Mrs. Wagner is George's best friend and 
severest critic . She was formerly his 
second. Their hobby is collecting defense 
stamps and buying three war savings 
bonds a month. 

FllE FIGHTER 

Recently an acetylene 
tank lying on the edge 
of a way at Swan 
Island began leaking gas. 
A gauge had become de
fective and before it was 
discovered a screen of 
acetylene had been laid 
down around the cylin

der. A spark from a "stinger," a 
flash, and the air was filled with 
fire and black smoke . The leadman 
in charge was 26-year old Roy H. Keller, 
Jr. He decided it was up to him to do 
something to save life and property. After 
a few minutes he had turned the jet off, 
firemen had arrived, and Keller was on his 
way to the First Aid Station with second 
and third degree burns on his face, arms 
and hands. 

Roy is now back on the job swathed in 
bandages. Thanks to his quick thinking, 
work is progressing according to schedule . 

·-IT TAKES YEARS TO COMPLETE HIS HOllY 

To Mr. A. Espey Crozier, joiner leadman 
for Oregon Ship building Corporation, 
making violins is a hobby and has been 
what he calls relaxation for the past 2 5 
years. During that time he has com 
pleted seven beautiful instruments. 

Knowing that a violin is only as good as 
its tone and acoustical qualities, Mr. 
Crozier pursues his bobby with scientific 
thoroughness. The wood is air dried for 25 
years before the process of scraping, form
ing and assembling of the instrument takes 
place. Then Mr. Crozier puts in 150 hours 
of delicate, scientific work in the prepara
tion of the instrument itself. Then comes 
the preservation process of both the tone 
qualities and acoustical value of this spruce 
and maple masterpiece. 

Six months are consumed in the appli
cation of the seven coats of special, slow 
drying varnish. 

To most people, a hobby consuming as 
much time as violin making would seem 
adequate, but not to Mr. Crozier .. Con
temporary with his present avocation, he 
finds time for oil painting, wood carving 
and sculpturing. 

When asked how he happened to come 
to give up construction work for ship
building, Mr. Crozier replied, "Right now 
it's the least I can do fo~ my country, and 
I'm mighty glad to be here." 

WAIT UNTIL NEXT TIME 

Down Albina way, they feel pretty good 
about winning a welding contest over 
0 . S. C . at the Victory Center. In the pic
ture, left to right, Phil Jackson, publisher 
of the Oregon Journal; Oregon's crack 
Vern Petrik and Harvey Robb, and Lead
man Kenneth Collins. 



Eliot Hall - Reed College (Eastmoreland, S. E. Portland). 

PORTLAND UNIVERSITY 
AND REED COLLEGE 
feature courses for 
shipyard workers 

Good news for many workers is the 
announcement that two of the Pacific 
Northwest's leading institutions of 
higher learning- both in Portland
are featuring day classes for defense 
workers. 

REED COLLEGE 
Primarily for Recent High School 

Graduates 
TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 21 

Many high school students have 
abandoned their plans for continuing 
formal education in order to fill the 
ranks of the great army of defense 
workers. In the belief that these stu
dents should receive all possible en
couragement and assistance to in
crease their usefulness, Reed College 
has planned a special series of courses 
that will enable young men of ability 
and ambition to make a start on their 
college education while working in 
the defense industries. 

Briefly, the Reed College plan is as 
follows: The College will establish 
special classes between the hours of 
11 A.M. and 3 P.M. Tentatively the 
courses being planned are beginning 
courses in college mathematics, me
chanical drawing, physics, chemistry, 
biology, French, German and Eng
lish. Some of these courses will be 
offered for 2 semester hours of credit 
and some for 3 ; it is expected that the 
maximum number of semester hours 
which any individual will undertake 
will be 5. A 5 semester hour program 
would involve a total of 15 clock 
hours of work per week in classes, 
laboratory and home study. 

Full information may be obtained 
from Mr. Schulz, Admissions Office, 
Reed College, Portland. SUnset 1112. 

PORTLAND UNIVERSITY 
Primarily for College Men Wish

ing to Continue Their Studies 
TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 14 

The University of Portland will 
provide for the continued education 
of college men in defense work. A 
great variety of courses will be offered 
at times most convenient for those 

who wish to go to college without 
l~aving their present jobs. 

Who are eligible : Graduates of 
standard high schools; those who 
have already begun their college work. 

Hours for class and study: 9 :20 to 
3 :30. Most classes are taught during 
the morning hours. Schedules may be 
arranged for every morning or for 
alternate days. Full college credit 
whether a student takes one class or 
several. 

Facilities: Board and room at 
student rates. Cafeteria for noon 
luncheon. Gymnasium, swimming 
pool, playgrounds. Conveniently lo
cated, overlooking Swan Island Ship
yard; ten minutes by bus from the 
Oregon Shipyard; twenty minutes by 
bus to city center. 

Courses to be Offered: (Multiple 
sections of important classes make 
scheduling easier.) 

Biology, chemistry, physics, math
ematics, full Liberal Arts program, 
College of Business. 

For further information write or 
call The Dean of Studies, Portland 
University, Portland, Oregon. UNi
versity 1641. 

Portland University (Willamette Blvd., N. E. Portland, overlooking Swan Island). 
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NEW RADIO FACILITIES 
AT OREGON 

for Air Raid Control 
and Yard Activities \q __ _ 

Q S. C. 's new Radio Control ~oom 
" atop the General Stores Building 

is completed following weeks of con
struction work on this specialized and 
highly important phase of yard 
activities. 

Nerve center of Oregon's 300 acres 
of ship production, the radio room 
controls all lunch hour broadcasts, 
shift changes, news broadcasts, 
launchings, entertainment programs, 
and all yard activities when subjected 
to air raid warnings, blackouts or 
other emergency conditions. 

For first hand news reports a direct 
connection has been established with 
radio station KGW. Other direct 
connections are maintained with sev
eral important posts of the Office of 
Civilian Defense so that personnel 
and facilities of the yard may be 
directed to provide a maximum de
gree of protection. 

ENLARGED P. A. SYSTEM 
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ough study of accoustical effects of 
sound distribution in the yard. Work 
is progressing under technical super
visor Paige Kutchenthal, who prom
ises that the entire yard will be 
enjoying excellent reception within a 
short time. 

Air Raid Organization Progressing 

Oregon Ship spirit has been demon
strated in the generous response for 
volunteers for Incendiary Bomb duty. 
Assignments are now being made to 
squads. These trained units, together 
with schooled personnel forming facil
ities maintenance, guard, fire, first
aid, rescue and decontamination, 
provide Oregon with a proficient 
plant protection organization. 

The threat of air raids is ever 
present and all employees are asked 
to : 

1. Know and observe the informa
tion contained in the booklet, "Air 
Raid Instruction to all Personnel of 
0. S. C . upon hearing the Air Raid 
Signal- three blasts of siren." Addi
tional copies are available at the 
Guard and Safety Office. 

2. Keep alert to instructions and 
announcements over the P . A. System. 

-----~ 

New Radio Room on General Stores Building . 

Control Console in Radio Room . 

Part of the New Radio Amplifying Equipment. 

Technicians installing 



THE TRUTH ABOUT OREGON SHIP SINKINGS . 
Close your ears to rumor -- listen to the truth. Only 

one Oregon Liberty Ship has been sunk. That was the 
George Clymer, 0. S. C.'s 16th delivery. Torpedoed in 
the South Atlantic, she was sunk after three days 
afloat, by a British cruiser as a menace to navigation. 
. . . The William Cullen Bryant, delivered May 7, 
was torpedoed in the Caribbean, but the ship was 
towed to a Florida port for repairs .... Best news of all 
is that the Star of Oregon was recently in a Pacific 
Coast port, loading for her fourth successful trip. 

-- There it is, men. Your ships are good. Your ships 
are on duty. You have not worked in vain. Swing into 
your job with the knowledge that every ounce of 
energy, every skill that you possess,is building staunch 
ships -- Victory ships. 

SHIPYARD SlANfi 
IN the best American tradition, ship-

yard workers have <level oped a 
slanguage all their own. For current 
interest and posterity, theBo ' s ' n ' s 
Whistle wants to compile a complete 
anthology of shipyard slang ; presents 
herewith a few expressions and invites 
workers to heat it up with the terms 
in common usage in their various 
departments. Sufficiently encouraged, 
the Bo's'n's Whistle will devote a 
section in several future issues to 
contributions. 

Wooden Indian 

Loafer. 

Chalk Talker -

Layout men. 

Bark Gang- Painters 

who put on the flint 

coat. 
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Quinella- - Saturday and Sunday off 

together. 

After-birth- Sliding ways and para

phernalia that stays with the ship 

when it goes down the ways, and 

which must be taken off after it 

reaches the outfitting dock. 

Old Man - Any kind of auxiliary 

extension, handle, or lever which 

gives operator more power when 

working. 

Cherry Picker - Small travelling 

crane. 

Cable Raveller - Rigger. 

Kettle Buster - Boilermaker. 

Gold Room - Warehouse where all 

valuable parts are kept. 

Get High Behind - Put your shoul

der to the wheel. 

Christmas Tree - Auxiliary steam 

manifold with lines and valves in all 

directions. 

Dog House - Dispatching material 

office. 

Slab Happy - Man 

after working on slab 

for a long time. 

Pig- Welding 

Machine. 

THE B O'S'N'S W HI ST LE 



QUT in the yards it used to be called "No Woman's 
Land." But times have changed. Some 300 lady victory 

workers are now at their appointed jobs, and the number 
is constantly growing. 

What do these women do, where did they come from, 
what is their background, and how do they fit in to the 
skilled, fast tempo of producing Liberty Ships? 

Typical of women shipyard workers are the three who 
are introduced on this page. 

JOURNEYMAN ELECTRICIAN You are looking at Ann 
Bruce, first lady in Oregon to receive a journeyman elec
trician's card. Mrs. Bruce has been around since she left 
Bellingham, Washington, Normal School in 1926. Alaska, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Baltimore- at various types 
of work. Following courses in Aviation Sheet Metal and 
Marine Wiring, she came to Oregon Ship on her birthday, 
April 30, 1942. Mrs. Bruce lives in Portland with her 
invalid husband and a six-year old daughter. Does she 
like her job? " I've never worked with a finer bunch of 
men and have never done anything in all my life that I 
like so well." 

AUGUST 27, 1942 
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BURNER So burners have to be big tough guys, huh! 
Meet Welder Myrtle Snyder, 30 years old, 95 pounds big. 
One of Oregon's first women burners, Myrtle learned her 
craft from her brother-in-law. She builds ships while her 
husband, Corporal Walter Snyder, is on duty in Alaska. 
Mrs. Snyder's principal off-the-job interest is nine-year 
old daughter Imogene, and her progress in piano lessons. 
"Burning is a lot easier on the nerves than office work," 
says Mrs. Snyder, " and I am glad to be doing a worth
while job in our war program." 

ELECTRICAL SHOP From lingerie buyer in a smart fashion 
shop to stock room work at Oregon's electrical shop is the 
transition story of Helen Peck. Mrs. Peck felt very much 
like a pioneer three months ago when she began work and 
found herself the only woman in the electrical department, 
but now her boss says he'd like to have other women 
workers like her. Mother of a 15-year old girl, Rhoda, 
Mrs. Peck plans to find time in a busy life to attend night 
school in order to fit herself for some other needed job 
when the war is won. 
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