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KP: This is Karen Park. I'm with Mr. Charles E. Wright in the law offices of Bullivant, 

Houser, Bailey, Pendergrass & Hoffman. Today's date is April 29th, 1993, and this is the 

first session of Mr. Wright's oral history, taken for the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical 

Society and the Oregon Historical Society. Why don't you begin by stating your name, and 

your date and place of birth? 

 

WRIGHT: My full name is Charles Edward Pares Wright. I usually am known as Charles 

E. Wright. 

 

KP: And where were you born? 

 

WRIGHT: In Portland, Oregon, on March 21, 1906. And shortly after I was born, my twin 

sister was born that same day. 

 

KP: Within hours or minutes? 

 

WRIGHT: Within twenty minutes. 
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KP: Is she still living? 

 

WRIGHT: She's still living, and she lives in Syracuse, New York, or just outside, in the 

suburbs of Syracuse, New York, and she's married to a lawyer from Syracuse who is now 

retired. And she, obviously, is the same age as I. [Both laugh] 

 

 Concerning my ancestry, my maternal great grandmother, Elizabeth Turnbull, came 

with her husband William Turnbull, from Sunderland, Durham County, England, in 1852, 

and they crossed the plains to Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory. They came with 

William Turnbull's brother, James Turnbull, and his wife and children. They both had had 

training in shipbuilding in Sunderland, England, and they established and built a line of 

sternwheelers on the Columbia in the late 1850s and continuing on. My maternal 

grandfather, Wilhelm Springer, came from Hamburg, Germany, in the 1870s to escape 

military service, and he married my grandmother Eleanor Turnbull. 

 

 My paternal grandmother was born June 1st, [1841], in London, England, and came 

with her father, Thomas John Tylston Pares, of Leicestershire, England, to Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, in 1858 or 1859. My grandmother married on June 26, 1866, the Reverend 

William E. Wright, in Delafield, Wisconsin. 

 

My grandfather, William E. Wright, was born in 1831 in Skibberrean, County Cork, 

Ireland, and came with his parents to Illinois in the 1850s. He graduated from Kenyon 

College, Gambier, Ohio, in 1862. He was one of the earliest graduates of that college, 

which was founded by Lord Kenyon and was British. He obtained his Bachelor of Divinity 

degree from Nashota Episcopal Seminary in Nashota, Wisconsin, and he was a founder of 

the Episcopal Diocese of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and he established parishes, sort of as 

an itinerant Episcopal clergyman, through Wisconsin, and finally settled in Geneva, Ohio, 

at the time of his death in – Oh. Off a minute. 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

3 
 

[Tape stops] 

 

KP: He settled in Ohio . . . 

 

WRIGHT: In 1861. And he stayed there, and also went to Michigan, and during the 

Spanish American War he became a chaplain with a Michigan regiment and all of his sons 

were in that war, including my father, who was Archibald R. Wright, who was born in Wasau, 

Wisconsin, on July 7, 1878, and he was son of the Reverend William E. Wright and Harriett 

Pares Wright. 

 

KP: Do you know what brought your maternal grandmother to the United States? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. She came with her parents because they had decided to leave England, 

and settle on the Columbia River, where they hoped to build boats, ____ ____  [that is?], 

her father and her uncle both. 

 

KP: Were they just tired of living in England or did want to try a new life...? 

 

WRIGHT: That I don't know, what precipitated their departure. 

 

KP: Now your paternal grandfather is the one who came from Germany to avoid military 

service, is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: My maternal grandfather. And he went into the lumber business here, and 

they lived in north Portland. 

 

KP: What type of military service would he have been subjected to? 
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WRIGHT: I suppose it was just a general military service that all German youths had to 

engage in. 

 

KP: How old was he, do you know? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, that I don't know, but I think he was probably around 18 or 19 years old, 

and he came by ship around the Horn and landed in Portland. 

 

KP: Did he have his own lumber business or did he work...? 

 

WRIGHT: No, it was working for some lumber mill, and I don't remember what that was. 

 

KP: How many children did they have? 

 

WRIGHT: I think five. Yes. 

 

KP: And your paternal grandparents, your paternal grandmother? 

 

WRIGHT: Was English. 

 

KP: Also from England? 

 

WRIGHT: From England, and she, as a child lived, in England for several years, and 

then her father, my great-grandfather Pares, had inherited an estate in England, in 

Leicestershire but there was someone who had the possession of it for her life, and then 

upon her death he was entitled to take over the estate. In the meantime, they traveled on 

the [European] continent, and my grandmother remembers going to Baden-Baden with her 

father and also to Italy, where they lived in various villas in Sorrento and Spezia and Naples. 

And then they finally decided to come to the United States, and they settled in Wisconsin. 
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KP: Did they ever go back to that estate? 

 

WRIGHT: Grandmother didn't, but her sister did. And I have also seen the place. 

 

KP: Is it still in the family? 

 

WRIGHT: No. It was out of the family after his death. 

 

KP: Oh, I see. And your father was born in County Cork? 

 

WRIGHT: My grandfather. 

 

KP: And when did he come to the United States? 

 

WRIGHT: In 1850s. And he graduated from Kenyon College in 1861. 

 

KP: What did your grandfather do for a living, do you know? 

 

WRIGHT: My grandfather Wright? 

 

KP: Yes. 

 

WRIGHT: He was a clergyman. Rector of various churches in Wisconsin and Michigan, 

and in Ohio. 

 

KP: This is the itinerant clergyman? 
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WRIGHT: Yes, ___ itinerant clergyman. And ultimately he settled in – he was the rector 

of Christ Church in Geneva, Ohio, which was just a small town east of Cleveland, and he 

was a Canon of the cathedral at Cleveland, Ohio. That's an honorary position. 

 

KP: Is this your maternal grandfather, I'm sorry, or your paternal? 

 

WRIGHT: Paternal. 

 

KP: Was your father's family all as religious as... 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, they — well, they all became Episcopalians, and I know father had a 

maiden aunt named Elinor Victoria Wright and she was [a] very ardent church-goer. And 

grandmother Wright's sister, Alice Pares, who married two different husbands, the first one 

died and then she married again, and she finally when she became a widow, settled in 

Nashota, Wisconsin, and she used to go to early service at the seminary there, so she was 

very involved in religious — my father became the organist of St. Marks Church here in 

Portland, Oregon, for over 35 years, and in addition to that he was sort of the manager of 

the inventory of a company here called the George Lawrence Company, which made 

saddles and leather goods. And, at the time I was born, we were living in a sort of a 

gingerbread gothic house at what is now the east end of the Ross Island Bridge. There 

was no bridge then and we looked out to the west hills, where the medical center is, from 

the east bank of the Willamette River, and I have a picture of the house [shows the picture] 

which was taken in 1916, and it was one of those old-fashioned houses with balconies and 

a porch that went around two sides of it, and then had ironwork along the eaves of the 

house. And it was located next door to the house of R. D. Inman. He was one of the owners 

of the Inman-Poulson Lumber Company, which I don't know whether you've ever heard of 

the . . . 

 

KP: I have not, no. 
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WRIGHT: And that was on the east bank of the Willamette River down below where 

we lived, and Mr. Poulson had a house next door to the – or across the street from the 

Inman's, which is still standing. It's the house when you go over the Ross Island Bridge, 

[heading] east, it's on the righthand side of the bridge just as you go towards Milwaukie 

Boulevard.  

 

KP: It must bring back memories to drive by it. 

 

WRIGHT: That house, as I say, is still standing. The Inman house was torn down, and 

the house in which we had lived was — there was a fire which destroyed it after we had 

moved. We moved from that house to acreage out near Garden Home, and we had a house 

there quite near one of the holes of the Portland Golf Club. And when I was — going back 

a little, I should say that my sister and I went to a grammar school in south Portland, the 

Brooklyn School, until we moved. Then we went to the Garden Home School, and then my 

sister went to St. Helens Hall, which was an Episcopal school here in Portland, which is 

now, I think, called the Episcopal School.1 

 

At that time there was an interurban electric line which served Forest Grove, and 

Hillsboro, and Garden Home, and then also a branch line that ran from Garden Home down 

to Eugene, Oregon. And on that, they even had trains with observation cars, and I 

remember my partner Mr. Bullivant telling me about going down to the University of 

Oregon on that train. Anyway, the interurban train that I took stopped at a station called 

Firlock Station. It was just about a quarter mile from our house, and we would go down and 

wait for the train, and go into town, and I went to Lincoln High School, because there was 

no high school serving Garden Home at that time. And my sister also went to Lincoln High 

School for a very short period, and then she went again to St. Helens Hall. Ultimately, she 

was given a scholarship to The "Misses Kirk's School" in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, and she 

                                                           
1 St. Helens Hall was later renamed the Oregon Episcopal School. 
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went to school and lived with a couple of teachers there for two years in her last years of 

high school, and then went on to Bryn Mawr College. 

 

KP: Let's talk a little bit about what brought your parents to Oregon. Were your parents 

... ? 

 

WRIGHT: My father's brother, Lewis Wright, had been in the lumber business in 

Wisconsin, and there were a lot of Wisconsin lumbermen who came out to Oregon and 

Washington to carry on with the lumber business, and my uncle came out and was in the 

lumber business here but died as a rather young man. But in the meantime he had written 

to my father, and my father had not gone to college, he had studied music, and then he 

came out here to join his brother and there he met my mother. They went to the same 

church, St. David's Church on the east side of Portland. 

 

KP: What musical instrument did your father play? 

 

WRIGHT: The organ, the pipe organ. He was one of the founders of the Oregon 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists here in Portland. Just recently they had an 

anniversary, which was celebrated at St. Mark's Church, and there was talk about my father 

having been organist. As a result, I was a good church goer when I was growing up [KB 

laughs], so was my sister. I remember sitting on the organ bench, I was allowed to sit on 

the organ bench when I got a little older with my father. But I fell off one time and hit the 

keys in the ____ [bass?], and I was banished from that position. [KB laughs] 

 

KP: How old were you then? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I was about eight years old, I suppose. And then I sang in the choir, and 

I became an acolyte, you know, lighting candles and so forth. My wife says that I never did 
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learn anything about the Bible, I was too busy swinging incense and lighting candles and 

singing in the choir. 

 

Anyway, while I was going to high school, I had a paper route. I delivered The 

Oregonian. I think I had a walk of about two and a half to three miles every single morning, 

and I think it’s probably done my health a lot of good, and it’s certainly strengthened my 

legs. Then I also had a job reading water meters for the Garden Home Water District. So I 

earned a little money that way. 

 

KP: How old were you when you had your first paper route? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I was about 12 or 13. I continued right through high school. 

 

KP: What paper was it at the time? 

 

WRIGHT: The Morning Oregonian. We had to pick up the papers about 4 o'clock in the 

morning at the general store in Garden Home and then start our routes, so I was up rather 

early. 

 

KP: Did you have a bicycle or something? 

 

WRIGHT: No I didn't. I just walked. 

 

KP: How long did it take you? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, probably about – it seemed to me it took about two and a half hours. 

 

KP: And you did that every morning before you went to school? 
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WRIGHT: Every morning. 

 

KP: How much money did you make doing that in a day? 

 

WRIGHT: Very little. 

 

KP: Even then, or compared to what they make now? 

 

WRIGHT: I think The Oregonian cost about 75 cents a month, and I don't know how 

many people were on my route, but I just got a small portion of that. So it was not very 

remunerative. 

 

KP: Did you have to go around and collect? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, at the end of each month I went around and collected. 

 

KP: Was that difficult? Were people always willing to pay for it? 

 

WRIGHT: It seemed to be pretty good in that neighborhood. I didn't have any difficulty 

in making collections. 

 

KP: And you had the paper route all through high school, is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: All through high school. During high school, I had a really outstanding group 

of teachers at that period. Lincoln High School had some excellent English teachers; a 

Latin teacher, I remember I took four years of Latin in high school with a Miss Mills. And 

then there were two teachers named Miss Edna Moore and Miss Henrietta Moore, both of 

them taught English. And then there was an excellent science teacher, a Miss Griebel, I 

remember her very well; and a very good history teacher, Miss Henderson. So, on the 
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whole I had a really fairly good education there, and there a lot of my classmates — I 

remember that, not in my class but in the class ahead of me, was Gus Solomon, who 

became a federal judge here in Portland. 

 

KP: Did you know him? 

 

WRIGHT: Ever since I was in high school. While in high school I was asked to be one 

of the editors of the high school paper, but I wanted to be in the class play and they said I 

couldn't do both, so – I much preferred being a thespian, so I was the villain in the class 

play, and I have some old pictures of the class. 

 

KP: What play was that, do you remember the name of it? 

 

WRIGHT: I can't remember the name of it. [both laugh] 

 

KP: Now let's go back a little bit and talk about your mother. She was born in Oregon, 

is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: She was born in Portland. You see, she came from the Turnbull family. Her 

mother Eleanor Turnbull married the Springer. And so she was one of the first graduates, 

I think, of the Portland High School which was a big school, the only Portland high school. 

 

KP: Where was that located? 

 

WRIGHT: It was located, I think, about where the Portland Library is now. It was in that 

area. [background laughter and conversation by unknown persons is audible] After high 

school, she did not go on to college, but I know she studied elocution. She also liked to 

act in plays and things, and she did some acting, just for local religious groups. And she 

was a very hard-working woman, both at home and also in church affairs, and she managed 
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the church guild rummage sale year after year after year, and then she organized what 

they called – shut it off a minute, let me think.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

 She would organize these silver teas, and various members of the church would 

have those teas at their houses. 

 

KP: Like tea you drink? 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah. People came in the afternoon and they would make a donation to the 

church while they were at that tea, and at our house in Brooklyn I remember people came 

there, and also later when we moved out to Garden Home. 

 

KP: Now Brooklyn was an area in Portland? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, it's right on the east end of the Ross Island Bridge now. I think there is 

still a grammar school called Brooklyn School, but that Brooklyn district was Southeast 

Milwaukie Street, if you know that, going east from Powell Boulevard for a short distance, 

and then south of that. 

 

KP: And they still call it the Brooklyn district? 

 

WRIGHT: I think it still is known as the Brooklyn district, yeah. 

 

KP: Did you have other siblings beside your sister? 

 

WRIGHT: No. 
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KP: Just the two of you. 

 

WRIGHT: No, Mother, I think, thought that having twins was quite enough. 

 

KP: Did they dress you the same when you were little? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, when we were babies, I think they did, much to my regret. [KP laughs] 

Finally I got out of that. 

 

KP: How old were you when they stopped doing that? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I suppose I was three or four. 

 

KP: Do you remember protesting? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I do. 

 

KP: Can you tell us about that? 

 

WRIGHT: My sister [Hilda] and I got along pretty well together. Though we had our 

disputes and so forth, and I always remember that she was a great tease, and she used to 

tease me. And then when I finally reacted and either hit her or said something to her, I was 

always reprimanded by my mother and my father who said ,"Just remember, you're a 

gentleman and you can can't treat ladies that way." And I remember saying, "My sister is 

no lady." [both laugh]  But later on in our life, though, we got along beautifully . . .  

 

KP: I think that’s probably normal. 

 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

14 
 

WRIGHT: . . . and we still are very close. We see each other almost twice a year. Either 

they come – she and her husband, who’s a great person He was born in Syracuse and 

went to Princeton University and then Harvard Law School. And I went to Yale College and 

Yale Law School. 

 

Now, when I got out of high school I didn't have money, nor did my parents have 

enough money to send me to college. And so I worked at the First National Bank of 

Portland as a messenger for my first job, and then I got into another department in the 

bank, but I worked there for a year to get money together to go to college. In the meantime, 

my sister had got out of St. Helens Hall and out of the Misses Kirk’s School and had come 

to Portland, and she worked for the principal of Lincoln High School for one year as an 

administrative assistant. The principal of Lincoln High School was then a Mr. Thorne, and 

he knew of my record at that school, I had — I guess I was the only one in my class that 

had an all-"E" record. 

 

KP: What did the "E"s mean? 

 

WRIGHT: That means "Excellent." There was one rival of mine, I can't remember his 

name now, but anyway he missed out by getting one "G" instead of an "E," and so he 

always ___ – but he went on to Harvard. 

 

KP: Did you have all "E"s all through high school? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. 

 

KP: Oh, my. How about grade school, were you the  same? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I can't remember grade school at all. I remember, though, [unknown 

person in background laughs] I had to take a course in agriculture, which always surprised 
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my friends later on in my life to find that I knew anything whatsoever about agriculture. But 

I had to take it at Garden Home School because I lived in the country. And I remember 

getting a grade of 100 in agriculture, which amused my parents very much, because I never 

did very much in the way of gardening or anything like that as a result. 

 

KP: Did you have a garden at home? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, father was a great gardener. He was one of those typical Englishmen 

who just love flowers and vegetables. We had slightly over an acre out there at Garden 

Home, we had lots of flowers and vegetables. 

 

KP: Did he take care of it by himself? 

 

WRIGHT: No. I helped him with the gardening, but I didn't do the gardening myself, but 

I helped him. But he didn't have any gardener, no. 

 

KP: Sounds like a lot of work. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. And mother helped a lot doing gardening; she liked it. It was interesting 

living in the countryside, which was the countryside then, not suburban, and yet going to 

high school in town, so both ways of life were known to me more or less. 

 

And one of my classmates in high school was Dexter Strong, whose sister I later 

married, years later. She was seven years younger than I, so I never knew her when I was 

in high school, but I had known Dexter Strong. Dexter Strong and my wife are great-

grandchildren of William Strong, who was one of the first federal judges in the Oregon 

Territory. He was appointed by President Taylor, and he had gone to Yale and graduated 

in 1825 I think, or later than that maybe. Anyway, he came out to Oregon in 1848 as one of 

the first federal judges, and he brought his wife and three children, one of whom died on 
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the way out of yellow fever. And he got yellow fever and they thought that he might not 

recover, but he was determined to recover and he did. Anyway, he arrived here with one 

of the first governors of the [audio cuts off]. 

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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WRIGHT: He came around the horn with Governor Gaines, who was one of the first 

governors of the Oregon Territory. And when they got to Astoria they had expected to be 

met by a sailboat or some sort of a boat to take them up the Columbia [River] to Vancouver, 

which was the settlement then, where the Hudson Bay Company was located. The Oregon 

court that he was to serve was at Oregon City, when he first started. 

 

When they got to Astoria, there was no boat there, and they sent an Indian 

messenger up to Vancouver, and the Hudson Bay Company Factors there got what was 

called a bateau, which was rowed by Indians, and they went up to Astoria and picked up 

William Strong and his wife and his children, and Gaines (and whether he had a wife I don't 

know), and brought them down the Columbia to Fort Vancouver. On the way down, William 

Strong saw a beautiful piece of land with a wonderful view at Cathlamet, Washington, and 

he determined that he was going to build a house there. Then he rode circuit, and as time 

went on when he was a judge, he did a lot of the trial work in what later became 

Washington Territory, which was north of the Columbia. And so it was convenient for him 

to have a house at Cathlamet, but it was not very convenient for his wife because there 

was no other white woman there. And the only way she could have any social life at all 

was to go down the river to Fort Vancouver, where later on it became a military post, as 

you may have heard, and there were a lot of military people there. 

 

In fact, in the Turnbull family, I think my grandmother, Eleanor Turnbull, was 

practically the only one who did not marry an army officer. All the rest of them married army 

officers, and I remember, one of mother's, there was – the other branch of the Turnbull 

family, the James Turnbulls, and their their grandson, James Troup – one of the Turnbulls 

had married a Troup, W. H. Troup, who was also from England, and they also had a line of 

steamboats, and they lived in Vancouver, most of the time, after my mother came to 

Portland. 
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KP: What happened to the Turnbull steamboat business? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, they finally became obsolete with the railroads coming in and so forth, 

but James Troup, and this is an oral history I've already given to Elizabeth Buehler 

regarding James Troup for the Oregon Historical Society, but he was the first pilot who 

took the sternwheeler over the rapids at Celilo Falls . . . 

 

KP: I've read about that. 

 

WRIGHT: . . . and The Dalles. And he convinced – J. C. Ainsworth was the president 

and one of the owners of the Oregon Railroad Navigation Company, and James Troup, by 

that time, was building ships for him. He not only was a good pilot, but he also was an 

engineer, and he knew how to build ships, and he built several of the fast steamers along 

the Columbia. And, he convinced Ainsworth that he could take this boat over the rapids 

without demolishing it, and he broke the rudder, and that was all, and so after that, the 

pilots all were able to navigate, they found how they could do it. 

 

KP: Do you have – what's your earliest memory of your grade school years? 

 

WRIGHT: I could remember very little about my grade school years, at Brooklyn, 

particularly, because _____ _____ (where I?) first started out, but there was a – oh, I 

remember that there was sort of a hill behind the school where we – and years later, when 

I saw it, it didn't look like a hill at all, [KP laughs] it was just a little slope. And, there were a 

couple of teachers there that I do remember, a Miss West, who was a very good teacher, 

but after going to Garden Home School, that was a school where they had three or four 

grades in one room because it was so small. 

 

KP: How did they teach that? 
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WRIGHT: Well, they just would separate the class from time to time, and teach them 

for a while, while we did some exercises and something else. That's the way it worked, 

anyway. 

 

KP: How many people were at the school, about, do you remember, at Garden Home? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I would think maybe 30. And I think they had just two teachers at the 

time I was there. 

 

KP: Did you like school at that time, do you remember liking it, or disliking it, or being 

indifferent? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I think I liked part of it, yes. 

 

KP: Didn't like the reading and writing part, or did you like that? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, we did a lot of reading in the family, so I always was sort of a good reader, 

and so was my sister. But that was mostly home training that we had on that, and it stood 

as a good ________ (stead?) later on. 

 

Now, reverting again to the time when I worked for the bank: during that time, I 

applied for a scholarship to Yale, and the Oregon Yale Alumni Association had just the 

year before established a scholarship of $500. So I applied for that, and took the college 

entrance examinations, and succeeded in getting the scholarship and I was the second 

scholarship student from Oregon to Yale. And my sister, in the meantime, had gotten a 

scholarship to Bryn Mawr, so we went to college together at the same year in 1925, that 

fall. And our parents were very generous to let us go off, because in that day and age, you 

couldn't come home for Christmas vacation, the length of time by railroad was five days 
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going and five days returning, and you had a vacation of two weeks, so, we stayed in the 

East, and that was very interesting because both my sister and I had friends in college who 

would invite us to their homes for Thanksgiving, for Christmas, and for Easter, so we got 

around the East and got to know the East very well. My closest friend, both in college and 

law school, was the son of a prominent lawyer in New York City, and I would go down and 

stay with them and they would take me to the opera and to plays, and I would also be 

invited to dances that my friend was invited to, and the same thing occurred with my sister, 

Hilda. In fact, I remember the first Christmas we were there in the East, a classmates of my 

sister's family had a country place at Point Pleasant, New Jersey, and we were invited there 

for the Christmas holidays, and so we both were there. The family was named Grace, and 

Mary Grace was a classmate of my sister's. That was the first year. After that, I usually spent 

Christmas vacations with this close friend of mine at college. And then that first Christmas, 

also, after staying at the Graces', we went to Baltimore, because a cousin of my mother's, 

who was married to one of these army officers, he was then Colonel O'Neil, I think, and 

they lived in Baltimore, so we went and visited them, and they took us to Washington, D.C. 

[District of Columbia] and took us around. 

 

KP: It must have been difficult, very difficult, it would seem, for your parents to have you 

and your sister go to college. 

 

WRIGHT: It was very difficult for them, but they were wonderful about it, and we 

generally got home every other summer, sometimes we – my sister, I think, got home 

nearly every summer, but a couple of summers, I worked at the Lake Placid Club as a 

waiter. [KP laughs] The Lake Placid Club, it was a beautiful place. I remember ___ (there?) 

was an uncle of a friend of mine at college who was a member of it, and he's the one who 

got me the job, but there were just nothing but college students working there. It wasn't 

that difficult, because we'd have time off between lunch and dinner, and so forth to go 

swimming and boating, and so forth. 

 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

21 
 

KP: How did you like waiting tables? 

 

WRIGHT: I didn't mind it at all. I got very used to it, and there were lots of interesting 

people that I met that way, who I waited on. The first time I went to the Lake Placid Club 

for this job, I had been invited up to the – my close friend's parents, who lived in New York 

City, had a summer place up in the Adirondacks, and so I went up there for, I think a week 

before I went to the Lake Placid Club that first summer. To get there, they just had their 

chauffeur take me over to the Lake Placid Club, and he drove me right up to the front door, 

and I remember the consternation when I said I was coming to work there, and they said 

there was, you know, not a tradesman entrance, but a different entrance for other than 

guests. And my friends got a great kick out of that, the people that I had been visiting. 

 

KP: So, you had to go around to the back? 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah. [Both laugh] Some people named Dewey ran the Lake Placid Club, 

and the mother of this friend of mine – their name was Begg, and Mrs. Begg said, "Oh, Mrs. 

Dewey goes around the Club with a guest list in one hand and the social register of New 

York in the other." [Both laugh] 

 

KP: Now, what did you do for, it was First National Bank at the time? 

 

WRIGHT: First National Bank, yes, a messenger, and then later on in the clearinghouse 

department, I think it was adding up checks and checking statements and that kind of 

thing. 

 

KP: And you went to work for them right out of high school? 

 

WRIGHT: Right out of high school, and the bank was then owned by the Corbett family 

here, and I remember Elliott Corbett, one of the heads of the bank, and C. F. Adams, who 
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was the vice-president of the bank. They were awfully nice people, awfully good to work 

for. 

 

KP: Had you always planned to go to college after high school? 

 

WRIGHT: I had always planned to. My father wanted me to, and so did my mother. 

Father's brothers had gone to college, but he had studied music, as I say, so he hadn't 

gone, so he wanted us to go. And that's why they were willing, I guess, to let us go off, be 

away from home for so long. 

 

KP: How did you like studying Latin for four years? 

 

WRIGHT: I liked it, because I continued in college and I took four years of – in fact, I 

majored in Latin at college, and that's how I happened to get interested in law, because 

my fourth year, my senior year at Yale, a Classics professor said he would teach a course 

in Roman Law if there enough people who would take it, and there were about 10 of us 

who decided to do it, and so he sent to Oxford for the Justinian Institutes (they weren't 

published in this country), and so we studied Justinian and Latin for one year, and I found 

it fascinating. Really, our law of adoption comes from the Roman period, when the 

emperors who had no male heirs would adopt, and the aristocracy would do that, adopt. 

So the law of adoption was rather well-developed at that period, and then there were a lot 

of land laws. Strangely enough, I hadn't heard of environmental law at all after I got out of 

law school, but during that course, there was some environmental law from the Roman 

days, when they were trying to preserve the land. 

 

KP: Let's go back to your high school years and can you tell me a little bit about the 

people or the things that were most influential in your life at that time? 
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WRIGHT: Well, I had several close friends at high school, but that was mostly a matter 

of social life that I had, and I think the greatest influence was the teachers that I had during 

high school. They got me interested in history, both ancient and also English history. I think 

United States history was neglected slightly by my high school teachers, or else I didn't 

have a very good course in it, so I really knew more about English history than I did the 

United States history. But as far as politics was concerned, there were a few of my 

classmates who I think were really interested in debating and thinking that they would 

become lawyers and politicians. There were two or three of them, but I didn't get very 

interested in that except through my family. My father was always a very ardent Democrat, 

and most of his friends and my mother's friends were Republicans, so I always remember 

that there was always that influence, and people wanting to make a Republican out of Hilda 

and me, but we remained true to the cause, I think, to the Democratic cause right through, 

and of course, when I got out of college, it was the time of [President Franklin Delano] 

Roosevelt. 

 

KP: When did you start high school, what year? 

 

WRIGHT: 1918 or 1919, and I was there for four years, it was a four year course. 

 

KP: So there was a presidential election in between that, in 1918? 

 

WRIGHT: That was before that. It was before that, as I recall. 

 

KP: President Wilson. 

 

WRIGHT: President Wilson, yes, I think so, it was in 1913 or 1914, around in there.2 

 

                                                           
2 Woodrow Wilson was elected president in 1912, and reelected in 1916. The election Wright describes here would 
be the 1916 election. 
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KP: And that's when your father was . . . 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, that's right, that's when father made a bet, and won it, because Wilson 

won. And Wilson campaigned – and I did hear a lot about that, on keeping us out of war. 

That was one of his planks in his platform, and he was unable to fulfill that wish because 

there was the sinking of the Lusitania and people became anti- German. 

 

KP: How old were you when that happened? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, let's see, I was about eight or nine.. 

 

KP: Do you remember seeing that in the newspapers? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, yes, yes, I remember seeing that. And I remember that father and mother 

had a set of German classics, and I said, we ought to get them out of the house, because 

I heard so much about anti-German propaganda, and they convinced me that that was a 

foolish thing to do. 

 

KP: But you were scared, obviously, you were a young boy. 

 

WRIGHT: It was just that I didn't like the Germans because they were talking about the 

atrocities, and the Belgian atrocities, and so forth. And before I got out of high school, I 

think it was my senior year, two friends of mine from high school, Bill Prudhomme, who 

was a close friend of mine, and I joined up for what they called Citizens' Military Training 

Corps, and that was a summer. For a summer, we were training for [the] military because 

the war had not ended in 1918 (that's when I went up, in the summer of 1918), and went to 

Fort Lewis, and that's where I had my military training, and learned how to shoot a gun and 

– lot of marching in hot weather. The lieutenant who was in command of our building, or 
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our group, was named Wedemeyer, and he became the famous General Wedemeyer who 

was engaged in the Chinese aspect of the First World War.3 

 

KP: Do you recall the First World War having any particular influence on anything that 

your family did, or your family life? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I remember that we stopped having any butter, for example. Mother 

would get margarine, and in that day and age, they didn't color it, and so they had little 

cellulite balls of coloring, and that had to be mixed with it to make it look a little bit more 

palatable. 

 

KP: What color was it before you added the coloring? 

 

WRIGHT: It was yellow, but a very deep yellow, so that it could be mixed in with the 

margarine. 

 

KP: What color was the margarine before you added it, though? 

 

WRIGHT: Just white. And there were other things that were scarce during the war, 

other foods that were scarce. We always had lots of fresh vegetables, though, I remember 

that. 

 

KP: From your own garden? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, a lot from my own garden. And, I think there was not much travel, that 

was curtailed. My father did not have an automobile, he never owned an automobile, so 

we never were curtailed in that respect. In the summers, during my high school days, we 

very often went down to Gearhart, but we'd go down by train, they had a train down the 

                                                           
3 This is slight misstatement, as Wedemeyer's service in Asia was during World War II, not World War I. 
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north bank of the Columbia – or wait a minute, the south bank of the Columbia, it was, on 

the way down to Astoria, and then they crossed a trestle at Astoria over onto the mainland 

and landed it at Seaside, but there also was a station for Gearhart. It was a rather nice train, 

pleasant ride, and we liked that. And my mother had a niece who, again, was from the 

Turnbull family, in ancestry, who married Judge Kavanaugh, who was a circuit judge here 

in Portland. They had a house down at Gearhart, and so we used to go down and visit them 

and they had several children and cousins of mine who we visited. 

 

KP: When did you first learn to drive a car? 

 

WRIGHT: In New York, on Long Island. Some friends of mine – I think it was one of the 

summers when I stayed on there, and some friends of mine invited me down to their place 

and they had a car, and they thought it was high time I learned how to drive, and so that's 

where I learned to drive, on Long Island, and then later on, I actually drove in New York 

City. 

 

KP: Do you remember what kind of a car it was? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, gosh, I can't remember, I have no idea. Probably a _____ (Velere?) [both 

laugh], maybe an Oldsmobile, I'm not sure. 

 

KP: When you were in high school, did a lot of your friends' parents have cars, were 

they pretty common at that time? 

 

WRIGHT: Several of our friends' parents had cars, yes. I know the Prudhommes had a 

car, and I think Dexter Strong's family had a car, but I didn't see much of Dexter in that day 

and age because he went on to Thacher School and left Lincoln, but there were lots of 

people, as I say, who had cars. 
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KP: What did you do socially when you were in high school? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, my sister was going to St. Helen's Hall, and I had a rather close flame 

at that time who was a St. Helen's Hall girl. And they had to go to St. March Church on 

Sundays, so I was always able to see her on Sundays, and then when they had St. Helen's 

Hall dances, I went with her. Also, I had a close friend at high school, a girl who I liked very 

much, and her name was Margaret Crookham. And she turned out to be the aunt of Charles 

Crookham, and she was the one who, in my senior year in high school, came running down 

the corridor, and said, "Oh, Charles! I have a new baby nephew!" I wasn't too interested, 

but anyway, that was Charles Crookham. I told Judge Crookham about that. He good a 

good kick. 

 

KP: That's a great story. 

 

WRIGHT: But, there was quite a lot of social life, and my mother had a brother who 

lived up in Olympia, Washington, who had a lumber mill up there, and he was quite 

prosperous, and he had a couple of cars, and they would come down to Portland and take 

us up the Columbia River Highway, or we'd go up to Olympia, and they had a boat and 

we'd go up to one of the inlets where they had a summer place. Hilda and I really had quite 

a good time while we were growing up. I missed her terribly when she went off to Bryn 

Mawr, I mean, at the high school years, but she would come back in the summers. 

 

KP: Was it easy for you to get the job at First National Bank? 

 

WRIGHT: I think it was, as I recall. They wanted to get young men to train in banking, 

and so, I think they were eager to get somebody who had graduated from high school, 

even before they went to college, and then they had banking classes, night classes that I 

went to, I remember. 
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KP: Did you work, like 8:00 to 5:00, were those the hours? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, it was just one of those situations, and I'd come in my train in the 

morning from Garden Home [background conversation audible], and then go back on the 

train in the evening. And all during the high school years, when I was finished with school, 

in the afternoon, around 2:30, there was usually about a two-hour period before there was 

a train going back from Portland to Garden Home, and I spent practically all that time at 

the Multnomah County Library. I got absolutely fascinated with books, and so I got to know 

some of the librarians. So that's where I would while my time and do some homework 

there, too. 

 

KP: Would you read anything in particular? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I got absolutely bogged down in [Alexandre] Dumas, for example. I read 

practically every book he ever wrote. I read a lot of [Charles] Dickens and [William 

Makepeace] Thackery, but as I say, Dumas was one of my favorites, The Count of Monte 

Cristo. The Three Musketeers. 

 

KP: How did you find out about the Yale scholarship? 

 

WRIGHT: My sister was working for this principal, Norman Thorne, at Lincoln High 

School, and he told her that this – about the scholarship having been established just the 

year before by the Oregon Yale Alumni Association. So she's the one who told me about 

it, and then I made the application. In the meantime, she had become a great friend of a 

woman here in Portland who was heading up the – what is it, the Five Sister Colleges?4 or 

whatever they call them, Bryn Mawr, Wellesly, Vassar, so forth, and they had a group here 

who also established a scholarship fund, and through that group my sister got her 

                                                           
4 The group of colleges Wright is referring to is known as "the Seven Sisters." 
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scholarship. Then, as we went on through college, we got scholarships from the college 

itself. 

 

KP: I was going to ask you if that covered the entire tuition. 

 

WRIGHT: No, it did not, and I did work while I was at college. Waiting on the table in 

the dining room, that was one of the things. 

 

KP: In the dining room at college or at the Lake Placid . . . ? 

 

WRIGHT: No, this was at college. So, I had a lot of training as a butler, I mean, really, 

[both laugh] and as a waiter. 

 

KP: Have you ever had occasion to use that training since then? 

 

WRIGHT: The only time I used that training was one time when we were in college and 

we were invited up to Massachusetts to, again, a friend of my sister's, Barbara Channing. 

The Channings had sort of a country house,5 it was at Christmas time, and they did not 

have a butler, but I got there before my, no I got there about the time when my sister 

arrived, and then, she was having a classmate, another friend of the Channing girls come 

up from Bryn Mawr, to visit, and they thought it would be a great joke if I pretended to be 

the butler and so, Mr. Channing got me out in the tail coat and striped trousers and so I 

acted as a butler when this friend of Hilda's arrived, and I took her bags up to her bedroom 

and so forth, and then at dinner time, everybody got hysterical laughing about, you know, 

because I was acting as a butler around the table, and then, finally, they broke down and 

said who I was, and Hilda said to this friend of her's, said, "Well, didn't you think he looked 

a little like me?" And she said, "Yes, but I wouldn't say that you looked like the butler!" So, 

that was a good comeback. I'll end with that. 

                                                           
5 The audio abruptly stops here. The following transcript for Tape 1, Side 2 could not be audit/edited. 
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KP: Okay, we'll stop now. 

 

[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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Tape 2, Side 1 
1993 May 6 

 
 

KP: This is Karen Park, we're in the offices of Bullivant, Houser, I'm with Mr. Charles 

Wright, and this is the second session of his oral history. Today's date is May 6th, 1993. 

When we last left off, we had just begun talking about your college years. I think we want 

to just pick it up there. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. Well, I might speak of some of the professors I had when I went to 

college. I entered Yale in September 1925, in the class of 1929. My most wealthy and 

illustrious classmate is still living, Paul Mellon, whose horse just won the Derby the other 

day. There are other classmates of mine whom I knew.  

 

KP: Do you keep in touch with your . . . 

 

WRIGHT: There was a class of about 1,000, so you certainly didn't meet all of the 

people in your class, and I never met Paul Mellon except at a mini-reunion, many, many 

years later. 

 

Anyway, when I arrived in New Haven, I had expected a small, New England town 

with a church on the green and so forth, but I found that it was quite an industrialized city, 

and I was a little shocked when I arrived to find that this wasn't just a small, New England 

town. The first year, for the first half of the year, I roomed off-campus because the 

dormitories were all full, and I roomed in a house that was right near the college, but in the 

middle of the year, I moved to Lawrence Hall, which is on the old campus. It was a brick 

structure on a square with lawns in front, and it was almost next to the entry which adjoined 

Battell Chapel, which the – it was compulsory chapel in those days, and you had to go to 

chapel, so it was good that I lived quite near. I was excused from chapel occasionally when 

I had to wait on the table in the dining hall, but otherwise we had to go to chapel, and the 
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people who lived in the entry that was right next to Battell Chapel said they lived in Hell 

Entry. [both laugh] 

 

My first year professors I don't remember too well, but I had a very good English 

professor, and a good French professor, and history, geology, and chemistry. I would like 

to comment now on the particular professors in later years in whose courses I studied. One 

of them was William Lyon Phelps, who was quite famous for his classes. I took a course in 

[William] Shakespeare under him and the major assignment we had was, each one of us 

had to memorize an entire Shakespearean play, and I can't even remember which play I 

memorized, but I did. And during the course of the lectures, instead of concentrating on 

Shakespeare, he often gave a course in contemporary drama, he had gone down to New 

York to see some play, so he would talk about that instead of about Shakespeare. Anyway, 

he was a very colorful and interesting man. 

 

Another professor who was colorful was Chauncey Brewster Tinker, and he taught 

the Age of Johnson. He was a bachelor, and he lived on campus in one of the nicer 

dormitories, and he was blind in one eye, and he had one glass eye, and always the 

question was, which was the colder of the two eyes? [KP laughs] But he was a fascinating 

professor and he concentrated on all of the writers in the Age of Johnson which was the 

18th century, and with heavy concentration on Samuel Johnson himself and also on 

[James] Boswell who wrote the Life of Johnson. He was a fairly demanding professor, and 

I remember the papers we had to write for him at exam time, we were always carefully 

scrutinized by him, and he did say that if we knew all of the writers, and knew something 

of the writers of the 18th century, we would have some of the best English that had been 

used.  

 

And then he did also say that if we really wanted to know England in the 19th 

century, we all should read heavily in [Charles] Dickens, [Anthony] Trollope, and [William 

Makepeace] Thackery. He said Dickens portrayed the lower echelons of English society, 
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and the terrible schools that the children had to go to, and the poor houses and that side 

of the English life. Trollope gave you a complete picture of the ecclesiastical life: the 

bishops, the vicars, the rectors and the people who ran the poor houses, and most of the 

plots in his novels have to do with the English gentry and their relationship with the 

ecclesiastical hierarchy. Barchester Towers was one of his famous works, and then he has 

a series following Barchester Towers with the same characters. But in Barchester Towers, 

there was a famous bishop named Proudy, and his wife was a termagant, just a horrible 

character, and anybody who reads Trollope should certainly read Barchester Towers. Oh, 

there were delightful characters, and he wrote another series called the Parliamentarv 

series, which had to do with the members of Parliament and the society and the social life 

that went around in the countryside and in London itself, relating to these members of 

Parliament, and one of those was pictured on TV [television] last year. I'm trying to think of 

the name of the novel, Can You Forgive Her? I think was the one. It had to do with a Duke 

of Omnium (in other words, a duke of everything), and he was a crusty old character.  

 

Thackery gave a picture of the more elite social life in England, and some of the 

shadier of the elite, Vanity Fair being one of his principal works. Anyway, that was Mr. 

Tinker's advice to us, and I think it's absolutely true, I've read enough of those three 

authors, so you get a pretty well-rounded picture of the social life in England, and the lower 

echelons of life. 

 

KP: Did you have a favorite of those three authors? 

 

WRIGHT: Trollope. I think his books are just delightful. Of course, I love Dickens, too, 

but Trollope, I think is my favorite. Tinker and Phelps were the two most outstanding ones 

that I had in English, and then I had a very fine professor in the History of the Middle Ages. 

H. M. Allison, and he was well renowned for his knowledge of the Middle Ages. After his 

course, I took a course with Michel Rostoftseff [spells out both names as transcribed here], 
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I believe that was the spelling.6 He was Russian, as his name indicated, and he taught the 

Religion and Thought of the Roman Empire, and that was fascinating, because it was really 

a course in comparative religions of that era. And he, himself, was somewhat of an 

archeologist. He had great difficulty with the English language, and we had great difficulty 

in understanding him. He couldn't pronounce "th" at all; he would say "wiss" and "weez" 

for this and these, and it threw you off a little. [KP laughs]  

 

 I had had history courses of English history, but none of Oriental history, and I think 

it was in my Junior year, a professor who came from Oregon City, Kenneth Scott Latourette, 

and he was a cousin of Judge Latourette, who was on the Supreme Court of Oregon for a 

while. He had been brought up as a child with missionary parents in China and had studied 

Chinese history, and knew Chinese language pretty well, and he was teaching at the 

Divinity School at Yale, and he said that if there were enough students at the college who 

would be interested in taking a course in Chinese history, he would teach it. So there were 

about 12 of us who said that we would like to take it, and that, again, was a very interesting 

course because even at Oxford and Cambridge, they didn't seem to teach Oriental history; 

they just forgot about the age of China. And so that was very interesting. And then, another 

professor was Norman S. Buck and he was a professor of economics, and I know I had 

difficulty with that course, but it was a very interesting course, and he was a very interesting 

man. He was dean of the freshman year, and had charge of the students in the freshman 

year, but besides that, he taught courses in economics and wrote books on economics.  

 

 Finally, another professor I should mention is Bellinger. He was a classics professor 

and he said that he would teach a course in Roman law, and I've mentioned this previously 

in my oral history, there were enough students who were willing to take that, there were 

about eight or nine of us, and that was when he sent to Oxford to get the textbooks, which 

were the Justinian Code of Laws, and that's where I first became interested in going to law 

school, as I mentioned before. 

                                                           
6 Wright is most likely referring here to Mikhail Rostovtzeff. 
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Some of the summers when I was at college, I worked. One place I worked, I think 

I mentioned, was the Lake Placid Club, and my sister, who was at Bryn Mawr at that time, 

one summer was tutoring the daughter of a woman named Katharine S. Angell. Her 

husband, Ernest Angell, was a lawyer in New York. And one weekend on my way to New 

Haven, the Angells asked me to come down and visit them for the weekend with my sister, 

and I became fascinated with her because she had just started to be one of the first editors 

of The New Yorker magazine. She stayed with The New Yorker magazine through the 

years. She was divorced from Ernest Angell about two years after I had met her, and 

married E. B. White, who wrote "The Talk of the Town" for The New Yorker, and if you've 

read any of his books, they're delightful essays on all kinds of things, and he also wrote a 

sketch of his trip to the west coast one year in a foreign automobile with a friend of his. He 

had gone to Cornell and the two of them decided they would make a tour of the west, and 

I can remember when they got to the Columbia River, he dropped his watch off the ferry 

going across the river and somebody dove in and managed to find it. Anyway, they were 

just awfully interesting people to meet, and later on when, I think, I was in law school and 

I was in New York one Christmas, and my sister and I went to the Whites' apartment for a 

pre-Christmas party, and we met [James] Thurber and a lot of the New York cartoonists 

and writers, so that was interesting. 

 

KP: That must have been fun. 

 

WRIGHT: That's one of the advantages of going east to college, I think and especially 

if you don't have any money because then you visit people anyway. 

 

KP: Now, you worked your entire way through your college years, is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: The entire way through, yes. 
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KP: What type of jobs . . . 

 

WRIGHT: I did get help at the time of law school from an uncle of a classmate of mine, 

financial help. But I usually worked in the summers. Some summers I came out to Portland, 

I worked at filling stations, for example. Once it was the Shell Oil Company. 

 

KP: Did you travel by train? 

 

WRIGHT: I traveled by train, and it was about, let's see, it was four nights all told, one 

night to Chicago, and then three further nights on to get to Portland. And that's why – there 

was no flying to and from the east at that point, and very few of the western boys who went 

to college or law school came home for Christmas or Easter vacation, because there just 

wasn't time to. By the time you took four days going and four days coming back, there 

wasn't much time left for a vacation. 

 

KP: Was it the norm, for the other students, did a lot of them work? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, there were numerous students who worked. And a lot of, I would say the 

majority of the class had come from prep schools, and they were pretty well-heeled and 

their families were affluent, and certainly, the friends I made were usually prep school 

people that I just met and liked. One of them was William Begg, I've mentioned his name 

before, he went through college and also Yale Law School with me, and I knew his family 

very well and used to go up to their summer place in the Adirondacks on the way to work 

and that sort of thing. Then there was a Ned Johnson, who – he was very interested in 

poetry and became a member of the Elizabethan Club which was a Yale club for people 

who wrote either poetry or articles, and so forth.  

 

 And then, my roommate was not my closest friend, but he was a close friend, and 

that was Jonathon Goodhue Sherman. And his father was the rector of Christ Church in 
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Bridgeport, Connecticut, and I had many Thanksgivings at his house, and he later became 

the Bishop of Long Island. He tells an amusing story. He didn't have the best sense of 

humor, but he did have a short fund of stories, and one was, when he was going to the 

consecration of one of the first black bishops in South Africa, and a few bishops from the 

United States were invited to go to the consecration, and they flew to London, and they 

were put up in a V.I.P. [Very Important Person] lounge waiting for the plane to Africa, and 

people would come up to say, "Yes, my Lord, where did you come from, my Lord," because 

bishops in England were all members of the peerage automatically, and Jon got a great 

kick out of being called "my Lord" and then when he was on his way to South Africa, he 

stopped at Nairobi to refuel, and he was walking up and down the tarmac, and an English-

gaitered bishop came up to him and said, "I beg pardon, what diocese are you from?" And 

he said, "I'm from the Diocese of Long Island," and the Bishop said, "Pray, and what part of 

Africa is that?" And John explained to him that that really was in the United States. 

 

Anyway, when I went to law school, I started in – see, I graduated in 1929 from Yale. 

. . 

 

KP: Before we leave your undergraduate college years, can we talk a little bit about 

what you did socially? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I went to New York not infrequently after my freshman year on 

weekends because this close friend of mine lived in New York, and I'd go down and go to 

plays in New York, and as I said, I spent one or two Christmas vacations with them, and 

would go to dances that Bill was invited to. And in college itself, I got a job not only working 

in the dining hall, but assigning tickets in the Yale Bowl, which meant working in evenings 

during the early fall season, but it was [a] fairly well-paid job and so, I had to sandwich my 

studies in with those jobs. 

 

KP: Now, what was the Yale Bowl? 
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WRIGHT: That's where all the Yale football games are held. It seats 25,000, and that's 

the Yale Bowl. And then I wanted to – I didn't know what sport I would like to take, except 

I went to a fencing match one time and got interested in it, and so I started taking training 

in fencing in my freshman year, and I got on the team in my sophomore year. You learn 

with the foil, and then you could graduate to other weapons. One was the epee, which was 

the old dueling sword, and the third was the saber, which was the slashing sword. I finally 

graduated to the epee stage, and I was on the Yale fencing team for my sophomore and 

junior and senior years, and my junior year, in 1928, was when the team won the 

intercollegiate fencing title from colleges and also from the military academies. We had a 

very rotund but able fencing master named Grasson; he'd come from Belgium. He 

remained the coach of fencing long after I graduated.  

 

 And then we made acquaintance with two or three families in the New Haven area, 

and on Sundays, we'd occasionally go and have Sunday night supper with them. And one 

of the families – stop it for a minute, let me see if . . . 

 

[Tape stops] 

 

 _____ they had a farm outside of New Haven, and a beautiful avenue of old trees. 

It was a really old farm, and I remember the mother of this friend of mine saying, when she 

woke up in the morning, she felt as though she had woke up in the American Wing of the 

Metropolitan Museum, because this house was so old and had old plank floors. And then, 

there was another family that I visited a great deal, and they had a daughter who was a 

close friend of my roommate, Jon Sherman. They never did get engaged, but I thought for 

a long time that that was the person he was going to marry, but instead of that, he married 

a bishop's daughter, so it was more fitting, perhaps. [both laugh] 

 

KP: Now, when you entered college, that was during the age of prohibition, is that right? 
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WRIGHT: Oh, yes, yes. And, I regret to state that occasionally during those prohibition 

days, the students managed to get ahold of some pretty awful alcohol stuff, and they'd 

make what they called "bathtub gin" with just grain alcohol, I think it was, and then they'd 

put something in it, but it was pretty awful. But then there were a couple of friends of mine 

who – one of them, his home was in Hartford, and his father had a great liquor and wine 

cellar, and occasionally, he'd show up on a weekend with a bottle of something so that we 

could imbibe. But I did not, however, go to any of the numerous speakeasies in New York 

City. That's one thing that my friend who lived in New York, his parents saw to it that we 

didn't get to any of those places. They thought we should get culture, so they took us to 

plays and to the opera and theater, and I didn't drink very much. 

 

KP: Time better spent, probably. 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah, it was part of a good education. I was just saying to Judge Crookham, 

who was in our office here, that when I was in college, and probably when he was, though 

he's a generation younger than I, we did a lot more reading, I think, than young people do 

now in college, and I've noticed it in the associates who have come to work here. They've 

gone through college, but it's amazing how they've never heard of Trollope. Most of them 

have heard of Dickens, because they have to read [A] Tale of Two Cities in high school, 

which is the least typical Dickens that you can read, really. But, I think that it has made a 

great difference when you have reading background and a habit of reading, which I think 

young people learned a lot more than they do now because of the TV. I don't know why I 

should comment on that, but it's just of interest, and I remember one associate who I was 

talking about England who said something about Queen Victoria, and he asked me 

whether Queen Victoria was ever married, and I said, "Albert is rolling in his grave, that's 

all I can say." [KP laughs] She peopled half the thrones of England with her progeny. But, 

it's startling glimpses of gaps in the education. 
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Anyway, when I graduated from Yale in 1929, it was a very hot day and we all had 

to wear caps and gowns, and my sister came up for the graduation. My parents couldn't 

afford to come east for my graduation, but my sister came up and I went to her graduation 

at Bryn Mawr. 

 

Then, we both went home that summer after graduating from college, and I cannot 

remember what I did that summer, what sort of a job; I had some sort of a job, and then I 

entered Yale Law School. As I say, there was some financial help from an uncle of this 

friend of mine, and with the work that – I didn't wait on table or do anything like that during 

my law school years. And there, I entered a class that was almost the, I guess the second 

or third class when the curriculum had changed. They had a dean of the Yale Law School, 

who became later president of Chicago University, and he thought the method of teaching 

law was deficient at Harvard and other law schools. He thought we should know a little bit 

more about the practical problems that you had to encounter, and then apply the law of 

that, and not just learn the law from cases, even though they did involve, of course, real 

problems, but he just felt that you should know the social background and the business 

background against which you would have to perform later on when you got out of law 

school.  

 

He went on to be the president of Chicago University, and the Dean of the Yale Law 

School when I entered was Charles E. Clark. He later became the author of Code Pleading. 

Charles E. Clark, Code Pleading. After that, he went on the bench in New York in the 

Second Circuit, and he became a judge of the U.S. Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, and 

was one of the outstanding judges. He taught procedure, and he was an excellent teacher, 

and he also taught contracts, so I had two courses with him, procedure and contracts. I 

had torts with a man named William Hale Hamilton. He was a very strict taskmaster and he 

had taught previously at Swarthmore; he was a trained lawyer as well. Then I took a course 

in international law. As some of the _____ (Portland) lawyers said after I graduated from 
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law school, "That's the trouble with that Yale Law School, they just teach peripheral courses 

that you never use." But I . . . 

 

KP: I'm going to turn the tape over. 

 

 
[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 
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WRIGHT: The professor who taught international law was named Borchard and he was 

one of the renowned writers on international law, and one of the things I always 

remembered from that course was that from the point of view of international law, if a 

country was ruled by a certain element or group or political party, you recognized them 

whether you approved of their political philosophy or not. In other words, you should 

recognize. And he felt that the United States, for example, should have recognized the 

Soviet [Union] earlier, because after all, it was a country, and it was operating under the 

Soviet regime, and . . . 

 

KP: Was that kind of a radical viewpoint at that time? 

 

WRIGHT: It was a radical viewpoint at that time because communism was unthinkable 

in this country and in western civilization, and therefore it was a radical point of view. 

 

One of the young men in law school when I was there was named Hazard, John 

Newbald Hazard. He later studied Russian law and is now a professor, or a retired 

professor, of Russian law at Columbia University, so that seed took root with him, and he 

became well-known. Then, I had courses in real property that were very well taught, and 

one in future interests, which had to do with the rule against perpetuities and all that, and 

. . . 

 

KP: That was an entire course? 

 

WRIGHT: That was an entire course, and it had all to do with land tenure in England, 

and the holding of title in tail male, and that meant that the property descended through 

the eldest son to the eldest son to the eldest son. And, in my own forebearer's family, I 
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came across a will written in 1824 which was 40 pages long, and it had just page after page 

of contingent remainders, shifting devises and what not, and there was one clause which 

I don't think very many Americans know about, and that's called the arms and name clause. 

And that provision, which was in this will, was if by any unfortunate chance, there was no 

male heir and only a female heir, and the property was left to her, when she married, her 

husband was required within one year of the date of marriage to apply to Parliament for 

permission to adopt the names and arms of the family of the woman, and thus, you have, 

these hyphenated names in England. For example, just recently, I learned of a person who 

was named, his last name was Paston-Beddingfield. And, I had read the Paston letters, 

which was a fascinating family in the time of [Geoffrey] Chaucer, and when I heard his 

name, I wrote to him and said, by any chance, are you related to the Paston family, and he 

came right back and said, "Yes, one of the Beddingfields, my ancestors, in the time of 

Henry VIII applied to Parliament and got a royal patent allowing him to adopt the name of 

Paston in addition to the name of Beddingfield." And that's because he’d married a Paston 

female, so I imagine that was – that's aside from anything else, but it's sort of interesting. 

 

KP: Well, when you were in undergraduate law school, at Yale, hadn't women just been 

given the right to vote? Isn't that right? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, that's right. 

 

KP: Did you know a lot of the suffragettes? Were you friends with them? 

 

WRIGHT: Nope. Well, you see, Yale undergraduate was all male, and I knew girls at 

Bryn Mawr from my sister, but though the head of Bryn Mawr was certainly a very staunch 

woman's rights person, and Bryn Mawr had a reputation for that, but I never remember it 

being talked about among the students or anything. 

 

KP: It didn't really concern you? It's not something you thought about? 
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WRIGHT: Well, Kathryn Hepburn was in my sister's class at Bryn Mawr, and she was 

one of the more militant females there, as you know.  

 

 Then, going back to the time in Yale Law School, the new buildings for the Yale Law 

School had just been completed, called the Sterling Law Buildings, and it was all an 

integrated group of buildings with dormitories for law students and [a] law library and 

administration office. I felt fortunate to be one of the first classes that could room in those 

brand new buildings. I remember – I roomed alone, I think, at that time, and I didn't have a 

roommate, but I had a room that had a window seat, and a desk, and an alcove for the bed, 

and then the bathroom facilities were on the landing. There'd be about three or four rooms 

to a landing, and it was very nice to be working in a brand new place, and the library was 

very handsome and the architecture – a lot of the windows at Yale Law School, if you've 

ever been there, have the old Vanity Fair prints, if you've ever seen some of the prints of 

lawyers and judges, they had those in stained glass in these windows, and they were quite 

fascinating to see. 

 

KP: Are they still there? Is it still that way? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. And now they're constructing a new library underground. They didn't 

have enough surface land to build a new building, but they had to enlarge the law school, 

and somebody's given something like $10 million or something for that. And it's being built 

now.  

 

 I was there last fall where I actually had an interview with Dean [Guido] Calabresi, 

the present dean of the law school. He's a fascinating man, and I learned that his mother 

was named Finzi-Contini, and I had seen a movie called the "Gardens of the Finzi-Contini," 

and it was an old villa in Italy, and the family had been rounded up by the Nazis and shipped 

off to concentration camp, but he said that his mother's family – although the name was 
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taken for that movie, and the movie was actually made in Fararra, at an old villa that 

belonged to his mother's family. But they had all seen the handwriting on the wall, and 

when his father was a student of medicine at the University of Florence, he went to some 

lecture addressed by one of Mussolini's cohorts, and he did not applaud at the end of the 

lecture, and he was dragged out of the place and beaten up, and thrown into jail, but his 

father was a prominent enough industrialist, so he was able to get him out. And then they 

had connections with the professorial groups in America, and one of them was the Yale 

School of Medicine, so his father completed his work and became a professor of medicine 

at Yale, and his mother became a professor of languages at Yale College, and she just 

died recently. But he's a very interesting person and has done a lot for the minority 

interests at the Yale Law School; lots of blacks, and – all you have to do is read about 

Justice Clarence Thomas, he went to Yale Law School, as did Anita Hill, and then, a lot of 

the people who testified at those hearings were black law school students from Yale.  

 

 They had lots of Jewish students when I was there. They had one woman, I think I 

mentioned that earlier, Margaret Worth, who came from a very wealthy Quaker family in 

Delaware, and she never did become a lawyer, but she was the only woman in the Law 

School. I'll stop here. 

 

KP: What was the tuition at the law school while you were there, do you remember? 

 

WRIGHT: I think it was $2,500. 

 

KP: Quite a difference from today. 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, yes. 

 

 [End of Tape 2, Side 2] 
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KP: This is Karen Park, I'm with Mr. Charles Wright, we're in the offices of Bullivant, 

Houser, Bailey, Pendergrass & Hoffman. This is the third session of his oral history taken 

for the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical Society. When we last stopped, we were 

discussing your Yale Law School career, and did you want to pick up there? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I will pick up there. And I now remember the name of the dean of Yale 

Law School just three years prior to the time I commenced law school; his name was Robert 

Maynard Hutchins, and after he left Yale Law School, he became the president of Chicago 

University. He was followed by Charles E. Clark, who was the dean at the time I entered 

law school in 1930. And, I have already spoken of some of the professors that I had at Yale 

Law School, but I left out William O. Douglas because I had already given an oral history 

regarding my studies with him to Whitman College, and a copy was given to the Oregon 

Historical Society, but I will just briefly refer to my studies with Douglas. He had come from 

the law school at Columbia University to Yale at the request of Dean Hutchins. He much 

preferred the method of teaching law at Yale to that at Columbia University. 

 

KP: What was the difference? 

 

WRIGHT: The difference was mainly the focus that Hutchins had made on what he 

called the functional approach to law. And that was, instead of just studying case books, 

they also considered the economic situation which the country was in at the time the 

teaching was going on, and tried to integrate the problems that were confronting the legal 

profession from the business world, and it was less academic than the approach used at 

Columbia or at Harvard. I had four courses with William O. Douglas and he was, I think, the 

most interesting professor I had ever had, either at college or law school. He did not obtain 

his materials for teaching from text books. He wrote his own materials, and he taught four 
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courses in corporation law. One was, they called it Business Units I, Business Units II, III, 

and IV. Business Units I was corporate organization, II was corporate management, III was 

corporation finance, and IV was corporate reorganization. And, I spent a term on each one 

of those subjects with Douglas, and he made the course extremely interesting. One of the 

things that I remember particularly was in our corporate reorganization course, he had 

groups of students in the class represent various security holders of the Seaboard Airline 

Railroad Company, which was in receivership, or in bankruptcy, in New York, and he 

wanted each one of the groups to prepare a reorganization plan with respect to their 

holders of securities. So, I think there were two in my section – V. H. Rothschild was my 

classmate who worked with me on one of the echelons of the securities. When we were 

all finished, we made our reports to Douglas, and then he, in turn, got in touch with the 

lawyers in New York, who were actually working on the various reorganization plans, and 

invited them up to Yale to listen to his students with their plans, and it was very interesting 

session that we had with the New York lawyers, and I think they gathered some good ideas 

from us, as well as we gathered some very excellent ideas from them. But that is an 

example of the type of teaching that was involved with Douglas.  

 

 He was a very demanding professor, and graded very strictly, so some of the 

students felt that he was too harsh. I liked him very much and he knew that I was from the 

West, and I think that gave me a little bit of an edge, because he had come from Walla 

Walla, Washington, and he regarded, particularly the students from Yale College who 

entered Yale Law School as spoiled, rich kids, and he had a little chip on his shoulder about 

his own upbringing. His father had been a minister, and he had no money, and he made 

his way by working through college ( very successfully), and I think he had just a little bit of 

a prejudice against students who had been brought up in affluent background, and had 

their own way. He finally found out, I think, that I had worked my way through college, and 

that made it a little bit better for me.  
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His protégé, and most brilliant student, I think, was Abe Fortas, who later became a 

Supreme Court justice, and he was in the class just behind me, and when Douglas left Yale 

Law School to work on securities legislation for President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he asked 

Abe Fortas to assist him and as a result, he became very closely associated with Fortas. 

Fortas later went into a firm in Washington, D.C. It was quite a firm of prestige, and later, 

Fortas became the personal attorney for President [Lyndon Banes] Johnson. 

 

KP: What was the political climate of the law school at the time you were there? 

 

WRIGHT: The political climate was liberal. And I think some of the New York lawyers, 

and lawyers even in Portland, regarded Yale Law School as being a bit out, not in the 

tradition of some of the older law schools. But as time went on, Yale Law School did acquire 

an excellent reputation. The professors who taught there, I think all had a liberal stamp, 

which has continued right up to the present time, as people know from hearing about [Bill] 

Clinton and Hillary Clinton and other students who have progressed from the Yale Law 

School. 

 

After I left law school, I would see Douglas from time to time, and when I was leaving 

the firm, (which I think I've spoken of) in Portland, when I started out in private practice, I 

wrote to Douglas and he's the one that obtained a position for me with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission at the Seattle Regional Office, I think I've already discussed that. 

Anyway, he would come to Portland and to Seattle from time to time because of his having 

a ranch in the Cascade Mountains, at Goose Prairie, Washington. My wife and I had gone 

up to a sort of a dude ranch, located right next to where his house was, and we heard a lot 

about him from the two women who ran the guest ranch where we were, and they were 

great admirers of Douglas, and they were also extremely liberal and were inveighing 

against all the motor scooters that were going on the trails up near that area, and they 

wanted Douglas to do something about it, and Douglas said that after all, he was a 

Supreme Court Justice, and he got in touch with me. Can you stop a minute? 
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[Tape stops] 

 

He came to Portland one time after having had a session with the two women who 

ran this guest ranch, and asked me to lunch with Allan Hart. Allan Hart had taught at Yale 

Law School and was a friend of Douglas. And at lunch, he asked me whether I would be 

willing to undertake a little pro bono work for these two women who ran the ranch and see 

what I could do with the Forest Service to stop this motor biking on the trails and woods, 

so I told him I would [be] glad to do so, and I did so, and talked with the Forest Ranger here 

in Portland and also up in the State of Washington, and they finally did manage to curb 

some of those activities. I never reported back to Douglas on that, but the girls at the ranch 

told him what I'd done, and so, I was glad that he had asked me to do a little work for him. 

 

KP: Before you entered law school, were you aware of Justice Douglas? 

 

WRIGHT: I was not aware of Douglas at all. Not even in college. It was not until I got to 

law school, and by then he had acquired a reputation as a professor at the Columbia Law 

School. And then I heard a little bit when I first entered law school about difficulties that 

the law school faculty at Columbia had had with Nicholas Murray Butler, who was the 

President of Columbia University. They thought he was too stuffy and some of them left, 

along with Douglas. Some came to the Yale Law School. 

 

KP: Was he particularly influential in your law school career would you say, Justice 

Douglas? 

 

WRIGHT: I think so. I think I found that I was more or less in tune with his ideas and 

with his philosophy of legal education, so I really admired him greatly, and I think it did 

make an influence on me, and I don't know. I thought it might militate against my going into 

private practice after I left the S.E.C. [Securities and Exchange Commission] because I was 
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a Democrat and I had worked for a New Deal agency, and most of the larger law firms in 

Portland were more or less conservative Republican lawyers, and the firm that I came with, 

Pendergrass, Spackman and Bullivant, all three of them were Republicans. But it was 

during the war time when I came to the firm, and they had just lost one of their associate 

lawyers who went into the service. I did not go into the military service when I was up in 

Seattle with the S.E.C. and this was in 1941 and 1942 and 1943. The S.E.C. was asked to 

make investigations of various places in Europe where there might be bombing sites, and 

some of the staff of the S.E.C., which were used to making investigations, were asked to 

engage in that kind of work, so that sort of insulated me from the draft because the Draft 

Board knew that I was doing that kind of work. Anyway, as a result of that, I wanted to get 

back into private practice, and I did make applications to numerous firms in Portland and 

one of them was the firm of Hart, Spencer, McCullough, Rockwood and Davies, and that 

later became the Stoel Rives firm, but Mr. Hart, who was one of the senior partners of that 

firm said his son was teaching at Yale, and when he got out, he had to keep a place for 

him. So I then interviewed Mr. [V. V.] Pendergrass and Mr. [Charles R.] Spackman (I don't 

think I interviewed Mr. [R. R.] Bullivant), and despite the fact that I was a Democrat and had 

worked for the New Deal, I guess they were sort of scraping the bottom the barrel and so 

I got hired, period. 

 

KP: What year did you graduate from law school? 

 

WRIGHT: In 1932, and I was admitted to the bar in 1933 because I didn't get home in 

time to take the bar examinations in 1932 ___ [at?] the summer, and they didn't have winter 

exams then. So, I started in my private practice in Portland in 1933. And then I was with the 

S.E.C. from 1937 until 1943, and that's when I came to the Bullivant firm. 

 

KP: Were you delayed for some reason coming home? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I was delayed in getting home. 
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KP: Do you remember what happened? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I don't recall now. In any event, I was unable to take the bar that summer, 

so I took them in 1933 and at that time, they advised the applicants by telegram whether 

they were admitted, and I got a telegram saying I'd been admitted. 

 

KP: That must have been a happy day. 

 

WRIGHT: That was when I was working with the Platt firm; Platt, Platt, Fales, Smith & 

Black. And I stayed with them until 1937 when that firm broke up because the two Platt 

brothers were having a dispute between themselves, and the firm broke up and I wrote to 

Douglas to get out of having to choose sides. 

 

KP: What did you want to do with your career when you first graduated from law school? 

 

WRIGHT: I wanted to go into private practice. I would have liked to have gone, really, 

to New York, to do corporation practice because of the courses I'd had with Douglas, but 

that was in the depths of the depression, and most of the firms, they were not hiring 

anybody, in fact, they were firing people. And when I got back to Portland, it took me a 

little time to finally get a toehold in the Platt firm, but they were all good lawyers. George 

Black later formed his own firm. It's now the Tremaine firm. Tremaine was just a young 

lawyer at the time he went with George Black. George Black had a brother, Harvey Black, 

who was a lawyer, and that's the Black, Heterline firm here in Portland. But, George Black 

had gone to Yale Law School, and he was very friendly to me, whereas Robert Treat Platt 

was very cold and icy, and a difficult man to work for. There are many tales about him, one 

of which was, he had a secretary who was an elderly woman named [Miss] Buckingham, 

and one morning, George Black was passing Mr. Robert Treat Platt's office, and he saw 

Miss Buckingham lying on the floor, and Mr. Platt was just looking at his papers on the desk 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

52 
 

and paying no attention. So, George Black said, "What has happened to Miss 

Buckingham?" Platt replied "Oh, she's just being a little hysterical." So George Black went 

out and got a glass of water and revived Miss Buckingham, but that was the type of man 

he was. 

 

KP: What happened, what were her hysterics? 

 

WRIGHT: [Laughs] I don't know; all I know, she had looked as though she had fainted. 

But she kept on working for him until he finally left. He left that firm and started a firm of 

his own again. He was the general counsel for the United States National Bank, so I had 

quite a little banking practice while I was with that firm. And then, it turns out, when I came 

to the Bullivant firm, Mr. Pendergrass was General Counsel for First National Bank, the rival 

bank. Anyway, when I came with the [Platt] firm, I was the only clerk. As a result, I had to 

do work for all three of the senior partners, and it meant working nights, and it meant 

working weekends, and I was paid only about $75 a month [to] start in with, and I think got 

up to $150 before I left for the S.E.C. 

 

KP: Now, you started as a clerk? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, just as a law clerk. 

 

KP: What kind of things were you doing? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, examining abstracts of title for the U.S. National Bank. I prepared cases 

for trial for Isham Smith who was trial lawyer there. I prepared cases for trial for George 

Black, and did some garnishment work for Robert Treat Platt in connection with the U. S. 

National Bank. I had all kinds of different phases of the law that I had to cope with at that 

time, and later, when I went with the Bullivant firm, again, there were many, many abstracts 

of title to be examined. It was a general practice. I probated estates, I drew wills, I handled 
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some trials for the bank, and assisted Mr. Bullivant in several of his trials so that I got a very 

wide ranging experience, and as time went on, I did less and less of trial work, and more 

and more of business law. The Bullivant firm had several clients who were established in 

financing, the Blake and Neal Finance Company, for example, which financed automobile 

dealers. I had a lot of work with the Uniform Commercial Code when it was first adopted, 

and working in that area. I think that the most interesting work that I did was with Mr. 

Bullivant, working on cases that he had to try. And, I did some work for Mr. Spackman, but 

that had more to do with personal clients and not business clients, drawing wills and 

organizing corporations for some of his clients. 

 

KP: The practice of law was much different when you graduated from law school. 

 

WRIGHT: It was extremely different because instead of the law firms being 

departmentalized, as they are now, they handled everything. They didn't have enough 

lawyers to put them in special categories so that the young lawyers coming in, and as they 

progressed, were required to do all kinds of legal work. For example, Mr. Pendergrass 

represented Pendleton Woolen Mills, and they had a trademark for Pendleton, which had 

become quite well known. The Congress passed a new trademark act called the Lanham 

Act, and as a result, old trademarks had to be re-registered. Mr. Pendergrass came to me 

and said, will you handle the registration of Pendleton, and I said, "Well, we're not a 

trademark firm or a patent firm, won't that be handled by a . . ." and he said, "You know 

how to read, don't you? Read the statute and attend to it." So I did, and I managed to get 

the trademark registered, but – in other words, there was no area of law that Mr. 

Pendergrass didn't think should be covered by any of his lawyers, and Mr. Bullivant felt 

very much the same way, I think. 

 

Mr. Bullivant was a fascinating man, and he just died recently. But he was, I think, 

one of the most versatile lawyers that I had ever met. He could handle almost any kind of 

litigation, any kind of legal work, and he had a phenomenal memory. I remember when 
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there was a famous case involving an explosion of a truck of dynamite down in Roseburg, 

it shattered many of the businesses in town, injured hundreds of people. The driver had 

gone in to get a cup of coffee and somebody threw his cigarette into the – anyway, Mr. 

Bullivant represented a lot of the insurance companies that were involved insuring the 

company that carried that cargo of dynamite. And, the case finally got into the U.S. District 

Court and Judge Solomon was one of the judges of that court, and handled that litigation, 

and I remember Mr. Bullivant coming to me and saying, "Well, what I think we should do to 

simplify this litigation, because there'll be numerous personal injury cases and property 

damage cases and so forth, is to bring what – do you remember this, Charles?" he said, 

"Do you remember this? A 'bill of peace'?" And I said, "No, I don't think I do." And he says, 

"It's an old equitable procedure, and it's similar to an interpleader, where there are 

claimants for a fund and they all get together and interplead their various claims and they're 

handled in one piece of litigation." And he decided that he would move the court to have 

that kind of a case involving the Roseburg Explosion. Judge Solomon welcomed that 

approach because he liked to simplify cases, and then he appointed a master to take 

evidence of personal injury cases and the property damage cases. The insurance 

companies then mingled the proceeds of their insurance for a pot to pay these various 

claims. Anyway, it took many months to straighten it out, but it was a very innovative 

method. 

 

KP: Can we back up to when you first learned that you, you received your telegram that 

you had passed the bar, do you remember that day? 

 

WRIGHT: I do, indeed, because my father had worked for the George Lawrence 

Company in leather goods, besides being organist of St. Marks Church, and he came up 

at noon the next day with a brand new leather briefcase for me, and so I do remember very 

well. I think even Robert Treat Platt congratulated me on passing the bar, as well he might 

since he had hired me before I had passed the bar. 
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KP: Was that unusual?  

 

WRIGHT: That was a little unusual. But, I think some people that I knew who were 

clients of Mr. Platt said that it would be a good idea if he'd give me a start in the profession, 

so, that's how I got in, yeah. 

 

KP: Now when did you meet your wife?  

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I think in about 1934, 1933 or 1934.  

 

KP: Did you meet her here in Oregon?  

 

WRIGHT: I met her in Portland through mutual friends, and . . . 

 

KP: What's her full name?  

 

WRIGHT: Her full name was Elisabeth Knowlton Strong, that was her maiden name. 

Her great grandfather was William Strong, who was one of the first federal judges of the 

Oregon Territory, so her family had been established in Oregon for years and years, and 

we went together for two or three years before we became engaged, and we were married 

in October 1937. 

 

KP: You were working for Platt, Platt, Fales, Smith . . . 

 

WRIGHT: No, I had just started with the S.E.C. I wouldn't have had enough money from 

the Platt firm to think of marriage, but when I got the position with the S.E.C., well I was 

sufficiently, at least better off than I had been, and so we were married, and she moved 

with me to Seattle, and we lived out near Edmonds for the first couple of years. Edmonds 

is on the water, you take the ferry from Edmonds over to Vashon Island, and some of the 
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islands in the Puget Sound. Her uncle had a friend in Edmonds who was a very wealthy 

man, and he had a gardener's cottage, and we rented the gardener's cottage for $25 a 

month, I remember that. And my wife Betty, who was a great gardener, had the use of 

some of the greenhouses that he had on his estate. He was property poor at that time, and 

he was a very staunch Republican, and hated Franklin D. Roosevelt, but when we got into 

the war (which he said was the fault of Roosevelt), he had buildings down in Seattle which 

hadn't been rented for years, but various military establishments needed it, so he really 

was able to recoup his wealth through that terrible President Roosevelt. 

 

KP: I think I'll turn the tape over now. 

 

 [End of Tape 3, Side 1] 
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WRIGHT: I first met Betty Strong through a friend of my sister, Mrs. Donald McGraw. 

The McGraws were great friends of the Strong family, and Mrs. McGraw knew that I was 

out of law school and starting out, and she got in touch with Betty's aunt, Mrs. Robert 

Strong, and said, "Why don't we get Charles Wright up to tea some afternoon?" So, I went 

to Mrs. Robert Strong's for tea. She was quite a character, very interesting woman, and I 

had a good time, but nothing materialized much out of that meeting. 

 

KP: And how long had you been out of law school? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I'd been out of law school, let's see, [pauses] nearly three years. And 

then, Mrs. McGraw gave a dinner party and invited Betty and me to that dinner party, and 

we became very well acquainted at that dinner party, and from that time on, I saw a lot of 

her and she had gone east to study with some woman who she had met at Reed College. 

She and another girl from Portland did that, just for some more education and living in New 

York for a few months, so I didn't see her while she was in New York, and when she came 

back, then we got in touch again. Then, I had a friend that I didn't know [when I had been] 

at Yale, but he was a Yale graduate, his name was Philip Joss. He's a lawyer here in 

Portland, is now retired, but he was having a relationship with Betty's cousin, Mary Van 

Strong, and they ultimately got married. So, the four of us used to go around together a 

lot, and as a result, I finally popped the question and I was accepted, and that was in 1937. 

 

KP: What was the social scene like in Portland at that time? 

 

WRIGHT: It was fairly active, but not in a very social way, I don't know how to put it. 

There were bridge parties, for example, and there were outings and picnics and things like 

that, but there was very little night socializing, other than at people's homes. And we'd go 
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on house parties at the beach together, for example, and there'd be a chaperon there (of 

course), and one of them was Mrs. Hartwell, who had a cottage down at Neahkanie, and I 

remember that was one of the parties that we particularly liked. Then we also went to 

Gearhart a couple of times together before we were married.  

 

 Then, when we were married, as I say, we moved up to Seattle and went to 

Edmonds first, and from Edmonds, we were there a couple of years, and Betty had a 

miscarriage, I think in 1938. And then in 1940, our first son was born, and we were living at 

Edmonds at the time he was born. And then we rented a house in Seattle after he was 

born, and we were up on Federal Avenue, which is an old district in Seattle, but we found 

a fairly modest house, though it was regarded as sort of a posh district, but we had a 

smaller house there, and we lived there for two or three years. And then, our daughter was 

born while we were in Seattle. And incidentally, all of our children were born in Portland, 

because Betty's doctor was an obstetrician here in Portland. So, and then she would go 

home and have the baby and the nurse would come for a while and then she'd come back 

to Seattle. That's the way we handled those. And that was for the first two children. Then 

our third child wasn't born until 1949. Our first two children were born in 1940 and 1942. 

Our daughter was born in Portland, but we were living in Seattle. Her name is Hilda Tylston 

Wright, and she was named after my twin sister, who is Hilda Wright, who in turn was 

named after an aunt of mine, Hilda Wright, who lived in Cleveland, Ohio, and she, in turn, 

was named after an aunt of hers who was an English woman, so there are several Hildas. 

And Betty and I always wondered whether Hilda would resent that name because it was 

often associated with Scandinavian house maids, [laughs] but she always liked the name 

and she still goes by it. 

 

And, then, in 1949, was born. That was seven years after Hilda, and Betty thought 

maybe she might Elisabeth have twins, and that would round out the family, but the twins 

didn't come through. So anyway, that's the story up to that point. I don't know whether – 
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KP: Why don't we talk about when you left Platt, the first law firm. It's Platt, Platt, Fales, 

Smith & Black? 

 

WRIGHT: That's right. When I left, I went up to Seattle to the Securities and Exchange 

Commission. 

 

KP: And you left because they were breaking up, is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: They were breaking up, and that's when I wrote to Douglas, and Douglas 

wrote back and said, well there was an opening. I said, "I'd like to get in." I didn't want to 

go to Washington [D.C.], particularly. [I said,] "I would like to go the San Francisco Regional 

Office or the Seattle Regional Office." So he wrote to the regional administrator of the 

Seattle office, who wrote back and said, that they thought an opening was going to come 

up. So then, Mr. Douglas wrote to me and said, "Make arrangements for an interview with 

Mr. Day Karr," [who] was the Regional Administrator. Day Karr's son became a lawyer in 

the firm Karr, Tuttle, and so forth, it's a very large Seattle law firm. Anyway, Day Karr had 

been in private practice, and then became regional administrator of the S.E.C. I do not think 

_____ _____ (that he?) had any experience with securities at all at that point. The only 

other lawyer up there was James Newton, and he had been hired just before I had been 

hired. That's the first lawyer in the Seattle Regional Office, I was the second lawyer. And 

then they had, what they called accountant investigators.  

 

 And, what we were doing were writing interpretive letters to various lawyers 

throughout the Northwest on the provisions of the Securities Act of 1933, which had to do 

with the marketing of securities and issues of securities, and also the provisions of the 

Securities Act of 1934. Both of those Acts had been primarily written at the request of 

President Roosevelt by William 0. Douglas and Abe Fortas. They were the authors, really, 

of the securities laws, and I was glad to get back into that atmosphere. I'd enjoyed my 

corporation work, and so I found it most interesting.  
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 One of the major duties of the lawyers in the Seattle Regional Office was 

investigating fraudulent issues of securities. For example, around Spokane, there were a 

lot of mining concerns, and there were some very unscrupulous kind of people who got 

into that business and would go out and solicit funds from farmers and people that they 

would promise that this was going to develop into a rich silver mine, or a lead mine, or a 

gold mine, and we had to investigate many of those cases. I remember there was one 

case, I went to Montana, I remember, to investigate, and it was a case involving a promoter 

who said that he had found a mine that had been lost for many, many, many years, but it 

had valuable deposits of gold and silver, and he said he found it because he had been told 

that if he could ever find an entrance to an old mining shaft with an old wheelbarrow, that 

was the place. So it was called the Lost Wheelbarrow Mine, and I remember, I had to 

investigate all of the shady dealings with that Lost Wheelbarrow Mine, and the story finally 

made Time magazine because – anyway, the man was convicted. But I found that most of 

those fraudulent security promoters, they would get indicted, they would get convicted, 

but they were sentenced to maybe two or three years. They'd get out and they'd start right 

over again. We had repeats of cases. 

 

KP: That must have been frustrating. 

 

WRIGHT: I should say! The courts just didn't seem to – I mean they'd give a terrible 

difficult sentence to somebody who'd stole a loaf of bread, but when it came to these 

mining frauds and the securities frauds, they just weren't used to – it was a white collar 

fraud, you see. Of course, Douglas was one of the ones who was just inflamed by all the 

watered securities that had been issued by public utility companies, and that's another act 

that he worked on, that had to do with the public utility companies. But in any event, it was 

most interesting work and I would often have to travel to Boise, Idaho, or to Butte, Montana, 

or to Spokane, Washington, and other places where those frauds were taking place. 
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KP: Did your office actually handle the prosecution? 

 

WRIGHT: No. We did the investigative work and then it was turned over to the U.S. 

[United States] attorney for the district in which the fraud was committed. And I had 

relations with the U.S. district attorney here in Oregon, I can't remember what his name 

was right now, but I would come down and assist in the prosecution, that is, giving them 

information that we had gathered. But those were handled the U.S. attorneys. 

 

KP: Were the U.S. attorneys equally frustrated by the lenient sentences that were 

imposed? 

 

WRIGHT: I don't think so. They didn't seem to be. 

 

KP: Did they have sort of the same view, that it's a white collar crime? 

 

WRIGHT: I think so. Then, we did have civil cases in which I did actually trial work and 

that was, to bring an action to enjoin a corporation from issuing securities, and I had cases 

in Montana, Washington, and Oregon on those cases. So I've had some experience in trial 

work of that kind. 

 

KP: Were you admitted [to the bar] in all of those states? 

 

WRIGHT: I was admitted in all three of those states, yes. No, wait a minute, I'm sorry, I 

was admitted to the U.S. District Courts of those states, but not admitted to the bar of those 

states. See, the work I was doing was civil case, which had to be brought in the U.S. courts, 

and that's why I was able to –. And some of the jurisdictions, I remember the judge – for 

example, Judge Fee here in Oregon would not allow me as a lawyer from State of 

Washington to handle the case without associating a lawyer in Portland, and I don't think I 

ever had occasion to do it, but that was his rule. 
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KP: That's interesting, even though you were admitted in the Oregon Bar. Was that 

because you weren't a resident of the State of Oregon? 

 

WRIGHT: I don't know, he just had that rule. I think he felt that the government lawyers 

for these agencies were sort of peripatetic lawyers [laughs] just wandering around and 

trying to get into various courts, and so he was very strict about that. 

 

KP: Now, when Platt, Platt broke up, did they want you to stay with either of them? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, Robert Treat Platt and Harrison Gray Platt, his brother, each one said to 

me, "Out of a sense of loyalty, you'll come with me." And the other one said, ____ ____ 

_____ _____ (repeating "Out of a sense of loyalty, you'll come with me" in a hurried 

manner?). Well, I just felt I was – a plague on both of their houses by that time. I wasn't 

making enough money to make a choice. And so, that's when I wrote [Douglas]. Because 

the Securities Act had been passed in 1933, the 1934 Act, and then there was a 1939 Act, 

that was the Trust Act. So the Securities and Exchange Commission was just getting under 

way when this trouble was brewing in our office, and I thought it would be very interesting 

to get in, on sort of the ground floor of the S.E.C. at that time.  

 

 And, after I had been hired by Day Karr and by the Securities and Exchange 

Commission, I was asked to come to Washington [D.C.] for, I think a month and a half. That 

was after I was married. Betty couldn't come with me, because it was a temporary 

arrangement, and so I just rented a room in somebody's house, as I recall, in Washington, 

D.C., then worked in the general counsel's office in Washington, D.C. in the depth of the 

summer. It was hot, and they had no air conditioning in either the building in which we 

worked or in the house where I lived, so I was awfully glad to get back to Seattle. But I met 

some very interesting people in the general counsel's office while I was back there, and 

one in particular I remember is Milton Freeman, who became attorney in the same firm that 
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Abe Fortas went into. I'm trying to think which of the – it's one of the big firms in 

Washington, D.C. And I kept in touch with Milt Freeman from time to time, and there was 

another one who's name I can't remember right now, but we would see each other. 

 

KP: Did you know Abe Fortas when you were in law school? 

 

WRIGHT: Not very well. I just knew him by sight, really, because he was in a class 

behind me, so we weren't studying at the same time together. But I knew of him, of course. 

And I knew that he was a protege of Douglas. 

 

KP: How did the other students feel about that? Did they feel that – ? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I don't think they thought a thing about it. And Douglas – I think Abe 

Fortas was the only one that he treated in that way, and so I don't think that there was very 

much feeling, no. And the other professors, I never knew of any who treated their students 

in any discriminatory way. 

 

KP: After you left Platt, did you want to get out of private practice? 

 

WRIGHT: No. Well, I wanted to get out of private practice in Portland, because the 

remuneration was so little, you couldn't live. These were the depression years, 1933 to 

1937. Also, I was interested, as I say, in the securities field, and having studied under 

Douglas, I thought, "Well, why not write to him and get it?" and I found it just fascinating 

and [was] very interested in it. Of course, I didn't have much use for it after I left the S.E.C. 

because the financing of securities is done in the San Francisco, and Chicago, New York 

– large cities. I think as time went on, there was a little bit more financing done in Portland, 

and I did have what ___ (were?) called Regulation A filings that I did for Blake and Neal 

Finance Company when they were selling stock in their company. I would register those 

under Regulation A with the S.E.C., so I was in touch with Jim Newton a lot. After Day Karr 
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retired, James Newton became the regional administrator up there, and I went to the 

annual meetings of the securities groups and so forth, and kept up with it that way. And I 

got to know the corporation commissioner in Oregon very well. He was a blind man, do 

you remember his name? 

 

KP: No. 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, he was wonderful, just a great person, though. But he was blind from 

childhood, and yet he learned law, and he was just an excellent corporation commissioner. 

 

KP: Now, did you stay at the S.E.C. through the end of the depression? 

 

WRIGHT: I left there in 1943, so yes, because the war had come by that time and things 

were getting very busy in the legal field again. 

 

KP: How did the start of World War II influence your life personally? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, when it started [in] 1941, I had one child and another on the way, but 

many of my contemporaries who either were unmarried or had no children were being 

subject to the draft, of course. I wouldn't have minded, except for my wife and children. 

But, as it turned out, as I say, the S.E.C. was doing some war work, that is, investigating 

things. One of the things, I remember I did in that investigation, there were factories in 

Manchuria where – the U.S. thought they would involved in the war with Japan in 

Manchuria because they were taking over, and they wanted to know about certain 

industrial sites there that could be bombed, and one of the men who had organized the 

largest soybean [coughs] manufacturing company in Manchuria had retired to Seattle, and 

I remember interviewing him. And he gave me photographs of the places, and then I would 

write a report, send it on to Washington, D.C. and then that was funneled over to the Office 

of Strategic Services or something like that. Another investigation I made was with an 
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engineer here in Portland who had built hydroelectric projects in Spain, and he had 

photographs of those places, and I learned a little about hydroelectric power and pen 

stocks and a few things like that; I wrote a report on that for the S.E.C. But otherwise, the 

war had this much influence that – there was that bombing scare when the Japanese 

bombed Pacific coast, you remember, in a couple of places. Astoria was one, and Seattle 

was very much worried about possible bombing, and I became a member of the air raid 

wardens in Seattle. 

 

KP: What did you do? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, we had meetings and discussed what ____ (you're?) – and we had 

blackouts there, we'd have to draw the curtains in our houses at that time, because they 

were afraid of an attack. 

 

KP: It must have been very frightening with a young child. 

 

WRIGHT: Well, Fred was just a baby, so he wasn't frightened, no. Not the children, but 

. . . 

 

KP: But, yes, but for you . . . 

 

WRIGHT: Well, we worried about – but we thought that was a pretty remote thing, you 

know, that was sort of an offbeat sort of an attack on the coast. But, we realized that there 

was always a chance that something might happen, but it wasn't too worrying, no. 

 

KP: Do you remember the day Pearl Harbor was bombed? 

 

WRIGHT: I certainly do. Again, we were living in Seattle up on Federal Avenue at that 

time, and I think that we were listening to the symphony over the radio when it was 
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announced that Pearl Harbor had been bombed. And then from that time on, the news, of 

course, got more and more absorbed in what was going on, and then the Congress 

declaring war. 

 

KP: Did your wife work during your early years of marriage? 

 

WRIGHT: No, other than working very hard at home, taking care of children and 

cooking and so forth, but – and she hadn't worked previously, at that time. She had studied 

music, and she was quite a good piano player, and I had studied music and I had played 

piano a little myself, we used to play duets together occasionally, as the children were 

growing up. And then, one of our children became quite [an] excellent musician, and we 

couldn't bear to hear ourselves any longer, but that was our younger daughter, Elisabeth, 

who is a harpsichordist and she now teaches at the University of Indiana with her husband 

[Stanley], who is a Baroque violinist, and they formed a duo, and they give concerts. When 

Betty and I were in London one year, we went to Cambridge to hear Stanley and Elisabeth 

play a concert at one of the colleges at Cambridge, and then made their debut in London 

at Wigmore Hall, and we went to that one. We were feeling a little nervous at that point, 

but the concert went off very well. So, we had music in our family a lot, because my father 

had been an organist. Betty played, we had lots of records, and we went to the symphony 

and to concerts. 

 

KP: I got the sense in our earlier sessions that your family, your sister and your mother 

and father were very close. Did you maintain that closeness after you moved? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, absolutely, yes. My father died very young; he had cancer of the 

pancreas and died just after I got out of law school, so he was only 53. So mother was a 

widow from that time on. 

 

KP: Did you travel back and forth from Seattle to Portland? 
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WRIGHT: Oh, yes, a lot, because Betty's family lived here, and my mother lived here. 

My mother died in 1941, and she was about 73 at the time of her death, but my father was 

only 53 at the time of his death. We would come down to Portland frequently when we 

lived in Seattle for weekends, or for weddings, or for Thanksgiving and Christmas, and so 

forth. 

 

KP: Did your sister move back to Portland? 

 

WRIGHT: She never moved back to Portland. She got married. She taught school. After 

getting out of Bryn Mawr, she taught school at Goucher College in Maryland, and then she 

taught English at the Madiera School, which is a private school in Washington, very affluent 

school. The head mistress of the Madiera School is the one who shot a man who was 

imprisoned, do you remember? She was the head mistress of that school. Not while my 

sister was there, but later on. That was shocking, then. But no, Hilda was in several 

weddings in the East with her classmates, and in one of those weddings, she was a 

bridesmaid, and a fellow named William Broad, who had gone to Princeton and Harvard 

Law School and was from Syracuse, was an usher at that wedding, and they met, and then 

they got in touch again when he was in Washington doing some legal work. Then they got 

married in June 1937, and Betty and I got married in October 1937, so the twins were sort 

of on a track. [Laughs] 

 

KP: Do you remember your first automobile? 

 

WRIGHT: I certainly do, I remember my first car. I got it right after I got out of law school. 

I had managed to get enough money together to buy a Model A Ford touring car. 

 

KP: How much did it cost? 
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WRIGHT: Oh, I think probably about $300 or something like that. And then, later on, I 

got a Chevrolet Coupe, which I think was probably around $600 or something like that. 

 

KP: Did you drive the car up to Seattle, back and forth a lot? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, that's right. But by that time, when I got married, I had a Chevrolet, I'm 

sure, and I then I got a Buick after that – oh no, a Dodge, that was it, and that was the car 

we usually commuted in from Seattle to Portland and back, back and forth. We did a lot of 

camping in the summers with our children, and we went up to Breitenbush. We also had 

friends in Montana who knew of a great camping spot up in the Absorke Mountains, 

wonderful stream there called Still Stream or something like that, but it was a rushing 

stream where you could fish. I wasn't much of a fisherman, but I did a little. But we did 

camping all over. We also, several summers, as I say, we went up to this ranch at Goose 

Prairie, and we did a lot of hiking, I used to be a great hiker. The ranch up at Goose Prairie 

was, as I say, run by two women who were wranglers, really. They had horses and they 

took people out on trips on horseback. We usually just did our hiking, we didn't go on 

horseback very much. 

 

KP: Did you take the children? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. And then we camped with the children a lot. 

 

KP: Did you have to work the same hours at the S.E.C. that you did at Platt, Platt? 

 

WRIGHT: It was fairly heavy work, yes, but not weekends. 

 

KP: So that must have made it a lot easier on your family life. 
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WRIGHT: It made a big difference. And then when I came down to the Bullivant firm, I 

did have to work a lot of weekends in those first few years. I don't think we got another 

associate for nearly a year after I came, and then Walter was one of the first ones, I think, 

Walter Pendergrass. 

 

KP: When you left the S.E.C., you came down to Portland? 

 

WRIGHT: To Portland, and we bought a house up on Myrtle Street in Portland Heights, 

it's right off Vista Avenue, and . . . [audio cuts off] 

 

 
[End of Tape 3, Side 2] 
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Tape 4, Side 1 
1993 June 3 

 

KP: This is Karen Park. It's June 3rd, 1993. I'm with Mr. Charles Wright in the offices of 

Bullivant, Houser, Bailey, and this is the fourth session of his oral history. Mr. Wright, when 

we left our last session, we were discussing your house on Vista Road. Do you want to just 

wrap that up because we got sort of cut off. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, the house was located really on Southwest Myrtle Street, right off Vista 

Avenue, about two blocks below the Ainsworth School. At that time, both of our children, 

my son Frederick, and my daughter Hilda, were going to the Hillside School, which later 

became part of the Catlin Gabel School. The Hillside School was really the lower school 

department of the Catlin school at that time before it merged with the Gabel school. And 

my wife and I were discussing whether we should send our children to public schools or 

private schools, and we had the theory that it might be better to go to private schools in 

the early stages of their education where they got good study habits, rather than later on 

sending them to a private school. But, during the course of Fred's going to Hillside School, 

they weren't many boys there, and we thought we better take him out and put him in 

Ainsworth School, and we did, and we found that he wasn't being challenged, and that the 

teaching at the Ainsworth School was inferior to the teaching at the Catlin School – Hillside 

School, so at the end of a trial year, we took him out and put him back into the Catlin 

School.  

 

 When he graduated from the Hillside department of that Catlin School, we decided 

he – and he wanted to go to Lincoln High School, and that's where he went and he 

received an excellent education there. At the time he entered Lincoln High School, they 

had what they called the Ford Foundation Grant for Accelerated Studies for some of the 

students, and Fred got into a very good mathematics class and a good Latin class and a 

good French class, and by the time he graduated from Lincoln High School, he was 

awarded one of the national scholarships to Yale, but because of my income, it was just 
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an honor. I mean, he didn't get the stipend that went with it, but it showed what a good 

education he had had at Lincoln High School, and he later on majored in mathematics and 

then became a teacher of mathematics and is now head of the Mathematics Department 

at the Lakeside School in Seattle, which is a private secondary school, and that was where 

one of his prize students was William Gates who is the president of Microsoft. And Fred 

had quite a time with both Gates and Allen, because they were so intent on going ahead, 

and they managed to break the Boeing code, and Fred had to have them go to Boeing 

and tell them that they had managed to break that code. They were not fired from the 

school at that time, but they were told to be more careful in the future. 

 

KP: And that's Paul Allen, who's . . . 

 

WRIGHT: That Paul Allen, who is now head of the Blazers, I mean, he bought the 

Blazers, but he has his own company, he split off from Microsoft after several years, but 

he's a billionaire himself and so is Bill Gates. 

 

KP: Did you send your daughters also to private school? 

 

WRIGHT: We sent both Hilda and Elisabeth to Catlin School, and then when Catlin 

merged with the Gabel School, which was another private school here in Portland, they 

continued on with the Catlin Gabel School. That time I was on the Board of the Catlin 

School, later on of the Catlin Gabel School, and I remember when Mr. [Henry] Cabell, who 

was the president of the board, said that he wanted me to do a little pro bono work (I may 

have mentioned this before) and handle the merger of Catlin and Gabel School. The 

Oregon legislature has just passed an act which authorized charitable corporations to 

merge. Up to that time, there had been no – this was in the 1950s as I recall, and so I had 

known the corporation commissioner down in Oregon for a number of years through the 

S.E.C. and also through work and corporations in private practice, Frank Haley, and he was 

a remarkable man. He was blind right from birth, and he could find his way around, and he 
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made one of the best careers as a corporation commissioner that I've known. Anyway, I 

called him and asked him to send me the forms that they had prepared for merger of 

charitable corporations, and he said, "Charles, we don't have any forms. You go ahead 

[laughs] and draft your forms, send them down to me and I'll take a look." So I drafted the 

forms and after a few sessions together, they worked out, so then I held my breath after 

the merger to be sure that it had all worked and that the real property had gotten into the 

proper corporation. Anyway, it came out all right. 

 

KP: And it's still Catlin Gabel School. 

 

WRIGHT: And it's still Catlin Gabel School, yeah. 

 

KP: I have just a few follow-up questions from our previous sessions. When we were 

discussing your law school years, you mentioned some problems confronting the legal 

profession from the business sector. Can you describe those? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I think this was when I was studying under William O. Douglas. And, I 

don't know whether I mentioned the courses that he had taught there, but there was 

corporation, organizations, management and finance, and reorganization. Anyway, on the 

financial side, the news media and other media had many comments to make on the public 

utility companies at that time, and they were exploiting the public and selling watered 

securities to them, and they were also monopolistic. William O. Douglas felt that these were 

nefarious practices, and he had hoped someday there'd be some legislation that would 

take care of it. The sale of securities, whether it was for public utility companies or other 

corporations, had no supervision. They had to depend upon the old fraud laws to get 

redress when securities were sold through misrepresentation. And those were problems 

that were coming up and just being discussed all the time while I was in law school, and it 

was after I graduated from law school when President Roosevelt got hold of Douglas and 

Abe Fortas and the two of them really wrote the Federal Securities Act of 1933 and the 
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Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, and then later on there was a Trust Indenture Act of 

1939, I don't think that Douglas had so much to do with that, because by that time I think 

he was one of the commissioners. 

 

KP: I see. You also mentioned attending grade school, or was it high school, with Gus 

Solomon? 

 

WRIGHT: High school. I didn't know him in high school at all . . . 

 

KP: But you just knew who he was. 

 

WRIGHT: . . . but I knew who he was, I knew he was a very bright student. He was a 

singularly homely person, very homely, and I think he had sort of a tough time being 

Jewish, and not being very handsome when he was at high school. I got to know him after 

I returned from law school, because he was a great friend of Allan Hart. Allan Hart later 

became a partner in our firm and now is in the firm of Lindsay, Hart and Weigler.  

 

 Anyway, Alan and Gus and I used to have lunch together frequently during my early 

years with the Platt firm. And after I went to Seattle, I would occasionally see Gus when I 

came to Portland, and then, I can't remember when he was appointed to the bench, but I 

remember hearing from Alan that they had a very tough interrogation of him in the Senate 

because he had a reputation for being very liberal, and there was sort of [an] atmosphere 

at that time, the McCarthy era, and anybody suspected of being liberal was also suspected 

of being communist. And it was only through the efforts of some of the finest lawyers in 

Portland that Gus got appointed. I remember Charles Hart, and people don't know much 

about him nowadays, but he was the head of the firm that is now Stoel, Rives, and it was 

Hart, Spencer, McCullough, Rockwood and Davies, and Charles Hart was probably the 

preeminent trial lawyer in Portland in those days, and he went back to Washington and 

testified in favor of Gus Solomon, and I think it had a great effect. 
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KP: Was Judge Solomon in front of the [House] Un-American Activities [Committee]? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. And he was also – you mean by that, he being accused by the [House] 

Un-American [Activities Committee]? 

 

KP: Yes. 

 

WRIGHT: And also, I think there was an organization of lawyers, what was the name of 

that liberal organization, do you remember? 

 

KP: A.C.L.U. [American Civil Liberties Union]? 

 

WRIGHT: No. The American Civil Liberties . . . 

 

KP: National Lawyers Guild. 

 

WRIGHT: That's it, the National Lawyers Guild, and he was the organizer of the local 

chapter here, and he was also prominent in the A.C.L.U., so those were the things that 

militated against his appointment. And then he became a very excellent judge. I think he 

always was able to zero in on the crucial issues. I think there may have been a slight 

prejudicial side to Judge Solomon. There were certain elements in the legal profession, 

the hyper-conservative, and he would sometimes, I think, let that influence him when he 

was on the bench, especially in the treatment of lawyers from some of those firms. But of 

course, I always got along very well with him, just because I had known him so well, and I 

had several cases before him in years after I came back into private practice, and I 

remember we were the attorneys for the First National Bank at the time that the Klamath 

Indians were given freedom from the tribal limitations, and there was legislation which 

allowed the members of the Klamath tribe to receive a certain amount of money from the 
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sale of their timber lands, and it was felt that many of them should be protected, and that 

there should be trusts established, and they had the U.S. National Bank and the First 

National Bank were named as trustees, and that legislation was challenged by a lawyer 

down in Klamath Falls, saying that it was unconstitutional, and I handled that case for the 

First National Bank before Judge Solomon, and he upheld the legislation. Later on, I had 

another case which involved minor members of the Klamath tribe, and the legislation 

protecting the minors also established these trusts, but had provisions for the continuation 

of the trusts past their age of majority, and Gus Solomon chopped that off. He said that 

that was invalid, that portion of it. Through the years, I've had other cases before Judge 

Solomon that came out all right. 

 

KP: You also had a personal relationship with him? Is that right? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, not particularly social relationship, though he and his wife would come 

out to our house for dinner, and we'd been to their house for dinner, but I would see him 

from time to time, and very often I'd stop in at his chambers and talk to him. 

 

KP: Through law school and your early career, can you distinguish any specially 

formative experiences or influences, or were there any setbacks or hardships for you? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, on the formative experience, most of the professors that I studied under 

at Yale Law School were very able and very demanding, and they, I think, instilled in their 

students the desire for, not perfection, but excellence in the work that they did, and in the 

writing that they did, and I think that had a very profound effect on the student body, 

including myself. They also were a little progressive in having what we call now seminars 

instead of just lectures before a large body of students, and it was a more personal 

relationship with the professors at the Yale Law School, whereas at Harvard, they had 

these huge classes and they'd flunk maybe half of them out after the first year, which I 

thought always was a sort of a waste of the teaching effort. 
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KP: I think they still do that today. 

 

WRIGHT: I think they still do, yes. You see that T.V. show, you know?7 

 

KP: That's right. [Both laugh] 

 

WRIGHT: The setbacks, I think, came at the end of my legal career8 when I was trying 

to get a job and it was in the depth of the Depression. See, I graduated in 1932 and I didn't 

take the bar [exam] until 1933. I studied for those myself, I didn't go to any bar course. 

 

KP: Did they have bar review courses? 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah, they had [a] bar review course, but I didn't go to it because I didn't 

have a job at that time, and so I just studied at home. But I got a job before I passed the 

bar, and that was with that Platt firm, and then I was in sort of trepidation for fear I might 

not get through the bar exam, and there was a certain reputation about people from the 

Ivy League law schools flunking the bar, even though they graduated from Harvard or Yale 

or Michigan, so that we were a little fearful. At that time (I may have mentioned this) when 

you passed the bar, they sent you a telegram, so when I got that telegram, I was very 

relieved. So was Mr. Platt, I think. 

 

KP: Did they send you something different if you did not pass the bar? 

 

WRIGHT: I don't know. I just think there was no message whatsoever. I think that you 

looked at the paper for the list of names, and if you weren't on there, you knew you hadn't 

passed. That's the way I remember it, anyway. 

                                                           
7 It's unclear which television show Wright is referring to here. 
8 This appears to be a misstatement, and Wright meant to say "studies" instead of "career." 
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KP: Not passing the bar exam really is kind of a fairly common occurrence these days, 

the first time around. Was it so when you took the bar? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I don't think it was, because those who took it a second time, or – I don't 

know how many times they were allowed at the time I got out of law school, but very often, 

they'd flunk the second time around. So, there wasn't so much, I think, of that as there is 

now. 

 

KP: How do you feel about the change in the rule now that you can take the bar exam 

as many times as it takes for you to pass it? Do you have any feeling about that? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I'm in favor of that, I think people should be given that opportunity. I think 

it's the law of diminishing returns. I think if you've taken it twice and flunked, it might be 

difficult to get through the third or the fourth time. But I think they should have that 

opportunity. I don't think it's a very costly thing for the Board of Bar Examiners. 

 

KP: Do you have any early memories of the Oregon State Bar? 

 

WRIGHT: Not many, no. Other than the fact that by the time I graduated, we all 

automatically became members of the Oregon Bar if we passed the bar exams. 

 

KP: Do you remember attending meetings? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I didn't. I was not very political in the bar and one of the reasons was, in 

that day and age, I worked nights and weekends for law offices and there was very little 

time for extracurricular activities in the political field. It's opened up vastly since I began. 

And I think one of the reasons Mr. Bullivant was elected president of the bar at such an 

early age is that he, I think, had something to do with the organization of the Oregon Bar 
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at that time, but he had always been interested in the bar developments, and so I think that 

was one of the reasons. But as I say, I just didn't have time, and of course when I was with 

the S.E.C., there was no opportunity to engage in bar association activities, either in the 

State of Washington or in the State of Oregon, we were busy working for the government. 

Then when I came back, again, I was the only associate with the firm, and Mr. Bullivant and 

Mr. Spackman and Mr. Pendergrass dumped a lot of work on me and I just had no time 

with the – the only extra-curricular activities that I engaged in (and this was over the years) 

was I did get on a lot of boards of charitable organizations here. The first one was the 

Travelers Aid Society, and nobody knows about that so much now, but that was in the war 

years where they helped soldiers coming through the railroads, and I was on the Travelers 

Aid Society Board for about six years, I think. And then I became interested in the Portland 

Junior Symphony through a member of the board, and I was interested in music, and at 

that time the conductor of the Portland Junior Symphony was Gerskovitch. He was a 

Russian, and he had been the organizer, and he was the director, and I was on the board 

at the time we first interviewed a new applicant for directorship when Gerskovitch 

resigned, and I remember our first interview with Jack Avshalomov,9 and he appeared 

before us, and he was finally selected as the director, and I became quite friendly with him; 

I've known him for years, and I think he's a little bit of a prima donna in certain ways, but 

he was an awfully able and certainly a wonderful organization, and I didn't like it when they 

changed the name from Portland Junior Symphony to Portland Youth Philharmonic, I 

thought that was sort of getting a little towards the aggrandizement of the organization. 

Then, I also got on the board for the Chamber Music Northwest when it was first founded, 

and I was on that for about six years. 

 

KP: Were you invited on the board? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I mean people would get in touch with me, and say, "Would you be 

interested in going on the board?" For example, I remember when I became a member of 

                                                           
9 "Jack" was the nickname of Jacob Avshalomov. 
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the board of the Catlin School, a friend of my wife's mother, Mrs. Elliott Corbett, was a 

member for a number of years and she said, "Charles, why don't you become interested in 

that?" and so I went on that board and I found that fascinating, that was [a] most interesting 

board, and while I was there, Esther Strong, who is related to my wife through marriage, 

became the head of the Catlin School. Later on, when the Catlin Gabel School merged, I 

think she was director for a few years, and then she finally resigned. And I've already 

spoken about being involved in the merger of the Catlin School and the Gabel School. 

After that merger, Henry Cabell became the president of the combined schools, and he 

was an excellent president. He was a member of an old Portland family here, his mother 

was one of the Failing clan. There were the three clans of the Failings: there were the rich 

Failings, the poor Failings, and the dirty Failings, [laughs] and since my wife was related to 

the Failing clan, I got to know who the members of these various organizations were. 

 

KP: What was the difference? Well, the rich Failings, obviously . . . 

 

WRIGHT: The original Failing I think was Josiah Failing, and he had two sons, but for 

some reason or other, the eldest son, ____ _____ (as in?) England, got most of the money, 

and then the younger son and his family (and he had innumerable children) didn't fare as 

well as the children of the wealthy son, so that was why there was a division there. And 

then, the dirty – I don't know where the dirty Failings came into the picture. But that was 

just an expression. 

 

I've been speaking of extracurricular activities, as I say it wasn't in the Bar 

Association, it was in these other organizations. I was a director of the City Club of Portland, 

and I go on that through Richard M. Steiner, who was the minister of the Unitarian Church 

here in Portland for many years, a remarkable man, and very able. Then, later on, there 

was sort of a schism in the [Portland] Art Museum, factions of the board were in dispute 

with the director of the Art Museum and the staff (that happens in these charitable 

organizations every once in a while), and someone said, "Get Mr. Wright on the board, 
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maybe he can pour a little oil on the troubled waters," so I got on the board there, and I 

was on the board there for six years of the Art Museum. And at one time, I remember Tom 

Stoel came to me and wanted me to act as president, and I just didn't have the time, I just 

couldn't have taken the time off to be president of that board, because that was a very 

time-consuming position. And finally, I think the last board I was on (and it's sort of a 

moribund idea), [Charles] Francis Adams, who was a friend of mine, was on the board of 

the Riverview Cemetery Association, and he asked me to come on that board and I said, 

"Oh, do you think I've got to that stage," and he said, "Yes," [both laugh] and so I went on 

that board. I remember we would have our meetings up at the cemetery office near the 

chapel there, it's called the Adams Chapel, it was given in memory of Francis Adams' father, 

who was President of the First National Bank for many years. Anyway, I remember one of 

the mornings, it was a beautiful spring day, so we decided to go out, we sat on tombstones 

and had our meeting. [Laughs] 

 

And as far as club memberships, I might as well go into that, I was a member of the 

Multnomah Athletic Club. In fact I've just resigned because I don't use it anymore, I joined 

when our children were small and we thought they'd use it a lot, but they didn't very much. 

Then, I've been a member of the University Club for quite some time, and that's where I try 

to make acquaintance with the associates in our firm by inviting them up for lunch. I've 

always enjoyed that. And, then I was asked to join the English-Speaking Union, again by 

Mrs. Elliott Corbett, because she said that my father-in-law was on the English-Speaking 

Union. Do you know what the English-Speaking Union is? 

 

KP: No. 

 

WRIGHT: Well, it's an organization throughout the United States and in Great Britain to 

promote friendship between the English and the Americans, despite the fact that there's 

that language barrier we have. They're mostly elderly people who belong to the English-

Speaking Union, but we occasionally have very good speakers, and from Oxford or 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

81 
 

Cambridge. Then, of course, I belong to the various bar associations: Multnomah Bar, the 

Oregon Bar, the American Bar, the American Judicature Society, and two of the historical 

societies, the United States District Court Historical Society and the United States Supreme 

Court Historical Society. I think Mr. Bullivant and I were the first ones who joined that United 

States Supreme Court Historical Society, and their bulletins are often interesting because 

generally on – I think it's quarterly, with a larger bulletin and an annual bulletin, and they 

give the history of the early judges in those bulletins, and that's awfully interesting. 

 

 Now, that takes care of my extra-curricular activities, I think. 

 

KP: What did you hope for by being on all the boards, all of these boards? Did you have 

any . . . 

 

WRIGHT: No, all I – I just was interested in music, and I was interested in education, 

and I thought that if there was anything I could do to stimulate the interest in the people of 

Portland in these institutions, I'd like to do it. The Portland Art Association, I didn't have too 

much background in that, though I thought the Portland Art Association had done a very 

good job in their exhibitions and so forth, so that was really the reason I joined that board, 

but I had no mission other than to just try to spread the word, the gospel as it was. I was 

awfully interested in Chamber Music Northwest when it first started, because it brought 

musicians to Portland during the summer; they just had the summer concerts at Reed and 

at Catlin School, and we've been attending the ones at the Catlin School because that's 

near our house. They have [concerts on] Monday, Tuesdays and then Fridays, and then 

they have special ones on Saturdays, which occasionally we'll subscribe to those. And they 

have just excellent musicians from all over the country, including my daughter, Elisabeth, 

who played the harpsichord at two of the sessions with her husband, who played the violin. 

But lately, they've sort of dropped early music, because they don't have the early music 

instruments in the group here, and to play the early music properly, the people who are in 

the early music movement think you should have the early instruments. Elisabeth and her 
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husband have formed a duo, and they give concerts in Europe, and they're going to be in 

Vancouver, B.C. [British Columbia] this summer for a session. 

 

KP: Do you feel a sense of accomplishment that many of these organizations are still 

around today, and they're flourishing? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, yes. I think it's very gratifying to see that they are still going, and there's 

another organization, I don't think I was on the board, I think my wife was on the board, it's 

also chamber music, and that's been flourishing, and my wife can remember in the early 

days when practically no one was interested in chamber music as distinguished from 

orchestral organizations. I never did get on the board of the Portland Symphony 

Association, because I was on the board of the Junior Symphony. No, I think that they 

made – and they're still very active, all of these organizations. The only one that has sort 

of subsided was the Traveler's Aid Society because that was more of a war effort. I notice 

there's something in about the war effort. 

 

KP: Yes, was the popular support for World War II – was that very important? 

 

WRIGHT: Absolutely, and it was. In fact, I think that – though at first, the general public 

didn't want to get involved in another European war, but as time went on, and they saw 

what Hitler was doing, then I think they even embraced Roosevelt's ideas of a lend/lease 

program, which was really helping the British in a way that we couldn't – Roosevelt didn't 

have enough popular support at that time to actually make funds available for the war effort 

in England, but he worked around it by leasing war equipment to them, and the idea was 

they'd pay rental when the time came, so that was more palatable to the general populace. 

But the closer we got to Hitler's domination, the more support came for our getting into 

the war and then, of course, Pearl Harbor, that did it, because everybody then supported 

it. I don't think there was any dissident group that I can remember as it was for the Vietnam 

War or the Gulf War, it was just a wholehearted support. And we all worked for various 
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ways, and I think I've mentioned that when the Securities and Exchange Commission was 

given investigative powers, and that we made reports on places that could be bombed in 

Spain and Europe and in the Far East, and our reports then would go to the Office of 

Strategic Services. They were getting reports from other sources, I'm sure, probably 

duplicative, but nevertheless it was war work. And I always felt – I was not glad to be doing 

it, because I had two children, I didn't want to get into the service and not be at home, and 

my only military experience – did I tell about my military experience? 

 

KP: No. 

 

WRIGHT: When I was in high school, during the First World War, they had an 

organization called the Citizen's Military Training Camp. And, when I was a junior in high 

school, several juniors and I joined up for a summer, it was a summer program, and we 

went up to Fort Lewis and were inducted in the Army and went through training. 

 

KP: It was a boot camp. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, it was really a boot camp, though, I don't think it was as strict as it was 

if we'd been actually in the military, because it was for young people getting interested in 

it. 

 

KP: Was the idea then that you'd go back and finish high school? 

 

WRIGHT: That's right. Oh yes, it was not any idea that you'd go on – but later on, I think 

they might have expected that you would take R.O.T.C. [Reserve Officer Training Corps] in 

college, for example, or if the war had gone on, we might have. . .  

 

[Phone rings] 
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[Tape stops] 

 

 We were talking about support for the war effort. 

 

KP: Yes. Can you tell me if you have any – well, how did you personally feel when the 

Germans were bombing England? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I was just outraged for one thing, and then just terribly sympathetic, and 

I just thought that we ought to help England, it was standing alone at that time; France had 

fallen. Being of English heritage, I think I felt more strongly than maybe some other people, 

but I thought that Winston Churchill had done a magnificent job of rallying the country to 

fight on. So it was just imperative that we got in there and help defeat Hitler. 

 

KP: Now, you joined the Bullivant firm in 1943? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. I was down in Portland on vacation. I had been filing applications with 

various firms here to see if I could get back into private practice. I had reached the point in 

the S.E.C. that the exciting years were more or less over, and furthermore, both my wife 

and I had roots in Portland, and we wanted to get back to Portland, so I did apply to various 

firms. I think Mr. Hart was still living at that time, and he said that they did not have any 

opening in their firm for the time being. He said, "Why don't you try the Bullivant firm? I 

think they might need somebody." And so I did get in touch with Mr. Pendergrass, and then 

nothing happened. And then all of a sudden, I got a telephone call when I was down in 

Gearhart, I think, with my family on a vacation trip, and I got called to come in and have an 

interview, so I came in to Portland and met with Mr. Pendergrass and Mr. Spackman. 

Whether Mr. Bullivant was not available at that time, I'm not sure, but in any event I had my 

interviews with Mr. Spackman and Mr. [Pendergrass]. 

 

KP: And, what was the firm name at that time? 
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WRIGHT: Pendergrass, Spackman and Bullivant. 

 

KP: Do you know how they formed that partnership? 

 

WRIGHT: I think that Mr. Pendergrass had been house counsel at the First National 

Bank, or maybe it was the trust division of that bank at that time, with the Security Savings 

and Trust, and then he had gone back into private practice and he wanted to form a firm, 

and he knew Mr. Spackman, and I guess he also knew of Mr. Bullivant, and so the three of 

them got together, and formed that firm. And Mr. [Clifford E.] Zollinger, I think, had 

something to do with it. He was an independent lawyer here, and I think he may have had 

some association with Mr. Pendergrass, and later on, he became head of the legal 

department of the First National Bank, and years later, came back here and was of counsel 

to the firm, and he was a very outstanding person, I remember him very well. 

 

KP: Can you describe your interview with Mr. Pendergrass and Mr. Spackman? 

 

WRIGHT: They asked a lot of questions, and of course I think were a little put off by 

the fact that I was a Democrat and they were staunch Republicans. And I said, "Well, after 

all, when I graduated from law school, we were in the depths of the Depression, and 

certainly the Republican president hadn't saved the country, and I thought it was time to 

vote for Roosevelt, so he was the first president I voted for, _____ _____ _____ (and I've 

stated?), and I thought he did a good job, and that's why I've been a Democrat ever since." 

 

KP: So they asked you to justify that? 

 

WRIGHT: No, not particularly, but the idea was that I'd explain what it was. And then 

also, having been with the Platt firm, they wondered why I'd left the Platt firm, and I told 

them about the – and they recalled, too, that there had been a partnership fight in the Platt 
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firm, the two Platt brothers having established an enmity between them, and at that time, I 

said that I had studied under William O. Douglas. I don't think that gave me any lift-up, 

studying under William O. Douglas, but that's how I got the job with the – I was always 

interested in the securities field, and I thought that would be a good place to go for a while 

before branching out into private practice again. So they accepted that, and then I gave 

them some of the reports that I had done on various investigations that I had made in 

connection with the sale of securities and mining frauds, and then also one of the reports 

I had done for the Office of Strategic Services. I think after going through all that, why they 

– and furthermore, they had just lost the only associate, Carlisle Roberts. He had joined 

the Navy. So they were without any legal help, really, and I think they were, ____ ____ 

____ (I have to?) use the expression, scraping the bottom of the barrel, and so I got hired. 

[Both laugh] 

 

KP: I can't believe that's true. 

 

WRIGHT: Anyway, it didn't take very long for me to become very active in the firm, and 

I got along very well with all three of them, really. 

 

KP: Did they hire you there on the spot? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, after that interview, yes. 

 

KP: When did you start work? 

 

WRIGHT: On September 1st, 1943, just about 50 years ago. I immediately plunged into 

an awful lot of work. We moved to Portland from Seattle and that's when we got this house 

up on Myrtle Street, and there was a lot of night work and a lot of weekend work, because 

they were just swamped. Mr. Pendergrass was on the Board of First National Bank, and 

the firm were attorneys for the First National Bank, and so there was loads of banking work 
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to do. At that time, I think I've mentioned this, that they didn't have title insurance 

companies, and the bank, making loans, had to have abstracts of title examined, and they 

were all examined in our office. I'd come in in the morning, and there would be a stack of 

these abstracts that you had to go through and trace the title to be sure you didn't mess 

up on the probate of an estate, for example. It was almost like a bar examination, going 

through those abstracts, because it involved real estate law and inheritance laws and so 

forth, to be sure that there wasn't a gap in the title, and then we would have to give the 

opinion to the bank whether they had a first lien on the property, and that was a vast 

amount of work.  

 

 Then there were garnishments and I had to handle all the garnishments of 

employees working for the bank, and then occasionally – I didn't get into litigation very 

much during my whole 50-year career, except when I was with the Platt firm, I think the 

first case I ever tried was for George Black, he was a trial attorney in the Platt firm, and he 

thought I should cut my eye teeth on a case. He thought it was a losing case. It was a case 

brought against a tavern. It was called The Three Singing Waiters, and a patron of the 

tavern had been hit in the eye and cut on the head by a flying bottle, and he brought suit 

against The Three Singing Waiters, and we represented the insurance company. The 

attorney for the plaintiff, I can't remember his name now, but George Black said, "Well, he's 

managed to have this case" (it was a district court case, not a circuit court case), "He's 

managed to get this case before Judge [Fred L.] Olsen, who is absolutely a teetotaler, and 

he hates liquor." And he said, "You're just dead in the water, to start with.” 

 

 Anyway, I took the deposition of this plaintiff and I asked him who he was with the 

night when he was at the tavern, and he said his son. And I said, "How old was your son?" 

And he said, 13 or 14, I can't remember which is was. And so when the trial came during 

the plaintiff's case, I cross-examined the father and I asked him just two questions, "Were 

you with anybody at the time of this accident?" And he said, "Yes." And I said, "Who was 

with you?" He said, "My son." I asked, "How old was he?" Whereupon Judge Olsen got up 
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from the bench, went into his chambers, came back with his Bible, and then read a long 

lecture to the plaintiff and the plaintiff's attorney, and dismissed the case. That was one of 

my first experiences. [Laughs] Hoist by his own petard, as I say. Trying to get that judge, 

and he got the _____ (bone?). 

 

KP: That's funny. You worked plenty of hours when you first started. 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, yes. 

 

KP: How did that affect your family life? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I think my wife occasionally would get pretty discouraged about my 

having to go back to the office in the evening, or sometimes I'd get home for supper, 

sometimes I wouldn't. And then on weekends, I'd go down on Sunday, occasionally – not 

just occasionally, but quite often, and so, it did have an effect. At that time, we just had the 

two children: Frederick, who was born in 1940; and our daughter, Hilda, was born in 1942. 

And then later in 1949, we had our third child, who my wife thought maybe it might be twins 

because I was a twin, but it wasn't twins, it was a girl, she's the one who became the 

musician in the family. But it was a pretty strenuous time, and I remember I got sort of worn 

down. Mrs. Bullivant met me on the street one day, and Mr. Bullivant reported to me the 

next day, she said, "What in the world are you doing to Mr. Wright, he looks like a wreck!" 

[Laughs] Anyway, she thought that they had overworked me, I guess. 

 

KP: Did it have any influence on Mr. Bullivant? 

 

WRIGHT: I think it did have a little influence on Mr. Bullivant. And then I had an 

examination by a doctor, and he said I should get away for four weeks. He said, two weeks 

to wind down, and then two weeks to recoup, and so we went down to a place called Tags 

Farm at Gearhart, and they have marvelous food; they took in paying guests. So we spent 
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that time down there, and I came back. And then we began hiring more people, and as a 

result, why, the workload became less, and things evened out. 

 

KP: Who was the next associate that was hired? 

 

WRIGHT: I'm trying to think whether it was Walter, I think, Walter Pendergrass. 

 

KP: Now, is Mr. Pendergrass his father? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. And I think Jack Hoffman came in about the same time. Yeah, they came 

in at about the same time. I didn't think it was an awfully good idea to have the son of a 

senior partner coming into the firm. I mean, I'd heard about this when I was in law school 

in New York because one of my closest friend's father was a lawyer in New York, and I 

remember Bill telling me that the firms in New York had a sort of a gentlemen's agreement, 

they did not hire their own sons into the firm, they would get them into another firm to start 

out, because they thought it made for trouble in the firm if the son came in. So I expressed 

that view at a partnership meeting, and it was not received with very great enthusiasm. 

 

KP: You were a partner at the . . . [audio cuts off] 

 

 
[End of Tape 4, Side 1] 
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Tape 4, Side 2 
1993 June 3 

 

KP: Okay, we're back on now. Can you describe Mr. Pendergrass, Mr. Spackman and 

Mr. Bullivant? 

 

WRIGHT: I think so. Mr. Pendergrass was a rather austere person, I think he was 

basically unsocial, so he had sort of a demeanor that put people off a little, though they 

admired his legal ability tremendously, and it was just through sheer ability that he 

achieved the position he did at the bank. But, I think that it was just sort of a built-in 

reticence that he had, and it was hard for him to loosen up and be sociable. I thought he 

was one of the best writers that I had come across in my law practice. He expressed himself 

very well and paid attention to the English language and was very meticulous in his 

expressions, and didn't engage in legal jargon as they say. 

 

KP: What was it like to work for him? 

 

WRIGHT: I was always a little nervous about the tasks that I did for him, because I never 

knew how he might react. He was apt to be very critical, and [say,] "Well, why did you do 

this?" or, "Why didn't you do that?" so it was difficult working for him, but as I say, I got 

excellent training, there was no question about that. Mr. Spackman was entirely a different 

kind of a personality, very warm and outgoing. He had some corporate clients, but a lot of 

them were just people that he had represented over the years and he was more like what 

I might call an English solicitor who represented a family generation after generation, not 

that Mr. Spackman did, but he had that sort of an appeal, a good bedside manner, what do 

call it with a lawyer, it's not a bedside manner, but . . . 

 

KP: I'm not sure. [Laughs] 
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WRIGHT: . . . at any rate, a legal-side manner. And, I did a lot of work for him, too, and 

he was always very easy to work with, and usually, we saw pretty much eye to eye, and 

got along awfully well. I think in the first couple of years, I did most of my work for Mr. 

Pendergrass and Mr. Spackman, and it was later on that I did a lot of work for Mr. Bullivant. 

 

 Mr. Bullivant was a little like Mr. Pendergrass in the fact that he was basically a shy 

person, and was not very warm and outgoing the way Mr. Spackman was, and I think he 

was probably more critical about work done for him than Mr. Pendergrass was, even. Mr. 

Bullivant just had very high standards, and he insisted that you live up to those standards 

in your work, and I admired him for it, because I thought he had the right attitude. He was 

a matter of man (and so was Mr. Pendergrass) of complete integrity. There was never any 

question in my mind about any ethical questions in the work in the firm, and I think our firm 

was noted for that, and is still noted for it. I heard Gus Solomon talk about it, that they could 

always rely on the integrity and the honesty and the directness of the Bullivant office, and 

also rely on the briefs and the memoranda, that we were making complete disclosure of 

what authorities we had, and did not cite authorities that were not in point, and that kind 

of standards, and it certainly stood the firm in good stead over the years.  

  

 And I think as the time went on, we were very fortunate in the associates we picked. 

Occasionally, we got someone who just didn't quite measure up, and I remember I had the 

unfortunate task of terminating the services of a couple of them, and it was the hardest 

thing that I ever did, you know. What can you say? It's just awfully difficult and some of the 

time, I wasn't in complete accord with the senior partners as to whether that person 

shouldn't be given a little bit more chance, so that made it all the more difficult for me to 

have to lower the sword and chop them off. I remember there was a lawyer, Dick Kingsley, 

I think he's down in one of the towns in central Oregon. He's always remained absolutely 

loyal to the firm despite the fact that he was terminated. And that was true, I think, of almost 

everyone that we got rid of, they didn't seem to resent it. The ones that I remember either 

got into a firm that was more suitable to them, or maybe in a smaller town or something 
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like that, and made a great success, and they always appreciated the training they'd gotten 

in our firm. 

 

KP: Yes. Shall we stop there? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I think so. 

 

 [End of Tape 4, Side 2] 
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Tape 5, Side 1 
1993 July 1 

 

KP: ____ _____ (I'm with?) with Mr. Charles Wright in the offices of the Bullivant firm. 

Today is July 1st, 1993, and we're here for the fifth session of his oral history. When we left 

off last time, you had just finished describing Mr. Bullivant, Mr. Spackman, and Mr. 

Pendergrass in general terms, and I thought we would just return to the early stages of 

your career at the Bullivant firm. We had talked a little bit about Walter Pendergrass and 

Jack Hoffman being hired as associates. Can you tell us a little bit more about that, about 

how your work changed in any way? 

 

WRIGHT: I might start off by saying that, in 1944, or 1945, and 1946, those three years, 

I was the only associate, as I recall, and every area of practice in the office I was involved 

in, whether it was Mr. Bullivant's railroad practice – he was representing Portland Terminal 

Company which was owned by the three proprietary railroads: The Union Pacific, Northern 

Pacific and Great Northern, And it was his position to draft spur track agreements, which 

meant tracks serving industrial areas, and he didn't have much time for that, he was getting 

more involved in the insurance work, so I took that on, and was drawing spur track 

agreements. 

 

And in addition to that, Mr. Spackman, who had many individual clients, became ill 

and had to have an operation on his back for high blood pressure, and he was out for 

several months towards the end of 1946, I believe it was, and I had to do a lot of the picking 

up of the practice that he had had. One of his more colorful clients was a woman named 

Joann Jensen Crawford at that time; she'd been married twice before and then her third 

or fourth marriage was to Jack Beutel, who was an actor in Hollywood, and she was the 

daughter of a man named Jensen, who had owned the Jensen von Herberg Theaters here 

in Portland, Tacoma and Seattle, so there was some theater business that I got involved 

in, and also they owned some buildings here in Portland, the Jensen Investment Company, 

and I finally was made a director of that company, and I had to deal with Mrs. Beutel, who 
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was an amusing woman, but very dictatorial and had a good business head. So I fell heir 

to her, and I fell heir to several of [Spackman's] other individual clients. In the meantime, I 

was doing a lot of work for Mr. Pendergrass on examining abstracts of title for the First 

National Bank and giving opinions on the state of the title on which mortgage loans were 

being made. I'd come in the morning, maybe there'd be five or six of those abstracts, and 

I spent lots of evening sessions at home examining those abstracts because I didn't have 

time at the office, and in the meantime, there were people who were coming in to have 

wills drafted, and Mr. Bullivant didn't have time for that. Mr. Spackman did some, but I did 

a lot of the drafting of wills at that juncture, and also, when clients died, I handled the 

probate of the wills. Some of them were very substantial clients, for example, Mr. E. B. 

McNaughton, he was President for the First National Bank for a while. He was a man of 

many parts, and when the president of Reed College resigned or died, I can't remember 

which, he was made acting president of Reed College for a while. The Oregonian 

Publishing Company got in troubles with their management and so forth, and he was asked 

to become president of the Oregonian Publishing Company, so he was a remarkable man. 

He had started out, when he first came to Oregon, I think as an architect, but he got into 

finance and so forth, and became very active in handling the affairs of the Corbett family, 

and the Corbetts owned the Corbett Building and the Pacific Building, and their major 

interest was the First National Bank, and that's when Mr. McNaughton became president 

of the First National Bank. Mr. Pendergrass, of course, was general counsel for the First 

National Bank. I had some work then for Mr. McNaughton, and then when he died, I 

handled his estate and also drafted a will for his widow, who was Cheryl McNaughton; she 

had been married before to an early president of Reed College, and she was a very 

interesting woman, she was on the Board of Education for the State of Oregon. 

 

Just going through some of the areas of the law that I was involved in in those early 

days, there were real estate sales and purchases; drafting of trusts; there was a corporation 

take-over: Simpson Timber Company, this was a big company in Seattle, Washington, 

acquired M&M Woodworking Company, which was owned by the Malarkey interest here 
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in Portland, and it was a cash transaction, the price being $40 million, and Mr. Pendergrass 

asked me to examine the titles and run title reports on all the timber properties in the state 

of Oregon that were being acquired by Simpson Timber Company. I remember that was a 

long and arduous task, and that opinion was commented on a couple of times, because 

similar examinations of title had to be made in California for interests that M&M 

Woodworking Company had there, and there was a San Francisco firm, Pillsbury, Madison, 

and Sutro, which handled the examination of title down there and wrote the opinion, and I 

was pleased when they said that our opinion was much more satisfactory than the opinion 

given by Pillsbury, Madison, and Sutro. 

 

Then, my brother-in-law, who lived in Syracuse, New York, and was a lawyer there 

in a prominent firm, had a client named Lampson Company, and that was a company that 

manufactured all kinds of machinery, moving equipment. For example, if you went to an 

old department store and you saw sort of an arrangement where the little cash registers 

would be slid from one side of the _____ (rough?) to the other, they had manufactured 

those, and they wanted to get into the lift business, lifting lumber and that kind of 

equipment, and there was a company here called Mobilift Corporation. My brother-in-law 

called me and asked me whether I would handle the acquisition for Lampson of the Mobilift 

Company here in Oregon. That was one of my first clients of any magnitude, and that 

became the Lampson Mobilift Corporation, and I had all their work for about 10 or 15 years 

when Lampson finally sold out their interests. 

 

KP: Were you still an associate at that time? 

 

WRIGHT: I think I'd become a partner by that time. I became a partner on January 1, 

1947. At that time, Mr. Spackman was still ill, and Mr. Pendergrass and Mr. Bullivant knew 

that we had to get some additional help in the office and that was before Walter 

Pendergrass came in, and so I knew that Allan Hart, who was son of Charles A. Hart of the 

largest firm here in Portland for many years, now Stoel, Rives. He had taught at the Yale 
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Law School after he got out of Yale Law School, and then had joined some other firm. He 

didn't join his father's firm because he felt it would better to be more independent. So I had 

lunch with him and he accepted a position with our firm and at that time we both came in 

as partners and then the name of the firm was changed from Pendergrass, Spackman, 

Bullivant to Pendergrass, Spackman, Bullivant & Wright. That was my first time my name 

was on the letterhead. During that, after I became a partner and Allan Hart brought in the 

Reynolds Metals Company which was a firm that he represented. Allan Hart had been 

general counsel for the Bonneville Dam, and he had acquired great experience in electrical 

contracts and public utility contracts, so he was doing that kind of work in our firm in 

addition to work that Mr. Pendergrass gave him for the First National Bank. He stayed with 

our firm for about four years, and then there was a conflict of interest between one of Mr. 

Bullivant's clients and Reynolds Metals Company. Reynolds Metals Company had – stop a 

minute.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

 Fumes from the Reynolds Metal plant were damaging the crops where a client of 

Mr. Bullivant's had a farm, Fairview Farms. And as a result there was going to be some 

litigation and there was no way we could handle it. Mr. Hart left the office at that time and 

then I – again, I think it was a little jolt – July 14, 1950, when I think both Walter Pendergrass 

and Jack Hoffman came in about the same time. Jack Hoffman, as I recall, did work for Mr. 

Bullivant, and Walter Pendergrass, of course, did work for his father with the First National 

Bank and took over some of the work that I had been doing on garnishments and on 

examinations of abstracts of title. But I still was involved with the bank, and got involved in 

some of the litigation. So I was not primarily a trial lawyer. 

 

KP: Was your work load relieved then, somewhat . . . 
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WRIGHT: It was certainly of great benefit to have some of that workload reduced, and 

I think it was just about that time that the doctor insisted that I get a long vacation and I 

went down to the coast with my family for about three or four weeks, and came back 

feeling much refreshed. Then . . . 

 

KP: How did your practice change after you returned? 

 

WRIGHT: Right after my return, I took over the work that Mr. Bullivant had been doing 

for a finance company named Blake & Neal Finance Company. It was automobile financing. 

They had a loan company, Blake & Neal Loan Company, Evergreen Insurance Company, 

and I got heavily involved in handling their work and that involved the Uniform Commercial 

Code, primarily. Also, Blue Cross & Blue Shield became a client of the firm. It was just Blue 

Cross of Oregon at that time, and Mr. Spackman had been acting as attorney for Blue Cross 

here in Oregon but because of his illness resigned from his position on the Board of 

Directors of the Blue Cross and I took his place, and then I had to examine contracts, health 

contracts, and that kind of thing. Then Pendleton Woolen Mills was a client of Mr. 

Pendergrass and when there was a new trademark act passed by Congress called the 

Lanham Act and Mr. Pendergrass was asked by the president of Pendleton Woolen Mills 

to protect their trademark Pendleton –, have I talked about that a little bit? 

 

KP: We did. You were assigned . . . 

 

WRIGHT: Yes. Anyway, then I met some of the officers of Pendleton Woolen Mills, and 

I handled real estate transactions for C. M. Bishop, Jr., the son of the owner, when he 

bought property for his residence, I handled that, and I handled the purchase of property 

for some of the other officers. Also I drafted wills for some of them. 

 

KP: It sounds like when the new associates came on, you were also able to branch off 

into different areas. 
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WRIGHT: Into new areas, yes. 

 

KP: Were you pleased with that? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes I was. In fact, I think that's one of the things I feel that the people coming 

out of law school now miss a lot, because in those earlier days we didn't have a 

departmentalized law firm. And that meant you handled all different kinds of legal problems 

and I felt you get a much broader professional training. 

 

KP: Was there one particular area in your early years of practice that you enjoyed most? 

 

WRIGHT: I think that I was very interested in probate and wills and trusts. I always had 

enjoyed that, and I remember one time Mr. Bullivant had a client, and I may have mentioned 

this too, that when she died she left no will and her heirs were unknown, practically, and 

Mr. Bullivant got a letter from a lawyer in New York – I think I mentioned this before. 

Anyway, asking him to take on the job of seeing whether his client was the sole nearest of 

kin of this decedent, who had died in Hood River. Mr. Bullivant didn't have time to do any 

research on it and I found that the name of the decedent was Mae Houston Penniman who 

had lived in Hood River and I found out that her father had been a mayor of Portland, and 

then I went through probate files in Multnomah County and managed to find out who the 

next of kin were, and then through process of elimination, we found that this second cousin 

in New York became the sole heir. But it was sort of interesting from a genealogical point 

of view, charting out that family. And I became interested in drafting wills and probating 

estates and drawing trusts. 

 

KP: And that's still the area you are still active in? 
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WRIGHT: Yes, well that's the area I finally ended up with in my semi-retirement, yeah. 

Then I represented some charitable corporations. I was the attorney for the Catlin School 

and then when the time came for their merger, I handled the merger of the Catlin School 

with the Gabel School and I think again I've mentioned that. Also, when Blue Cross merged 

with Blue Shield I handled that merger, but Mr. Hoffman by that time had taken over the 

Blue Cross work and I had stopped doing that. And he still, I think, is doing some work for 

that. 

 

KP: Was Blue Cross the first big insurance client of the firm? 

 

WRIGHT: No, it was the General Adjustment Bureau here in Portland which handled 

the settlement of insurance claims, and Mr. Bullivant was the attorney for the General 

Adjustment Bureau and through that he became attorney for numerous insurance 

companies, and that was the start of the buildup of that practice. Mr. Bullivant still had other 

clients though, a lot of the work was done by me or by Mr. Hoffman for his clients. 

 

KP: Was there a conscious decision to seek out insurance- related matters? 

 

WRIGHT: I think that Mr. Bullivant became very interested in the insurance field and 

when Doug Houser came to the office, and I can't remember what year he came, but Mr. 

Bullivant had him and also Mr. Bailey, Ronald Bailey, working on insurance cases and Mr. 

Houser took hold of that and became quite expert in the insurance field, and through work 

in the American Bar Association and the Oregon Bar Association he developed clients and 

that became one of the major areas of practice in our firm, and still is. 

 

KP: When you started working for the Bullivant firm, what hopes did you have for your 

career? 
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WRIGHT: Oh I had fairly high hopes because I became so well acquainted with Mr. 

Pendergrass and with Mr. Bullivant. They seemed to like the work that I performed, and I 

thought I had a fairly good possibility of a future with them, though it was four years after I 

came with the firm that I became a partner, – well, it was three and a half, really.  

 

KP: That doesn't seem like a very long time. 

 

WRIGHT: Well, of course, I had been in private practice. When I first got out of law 

school, with Platt, Platt, Fales, Smith & Black, then I had been with the S.E.C. for four years, 

so I had had a fair amount of experience, though not in private practice but in the field of 

securities and so forth, and one of the reasons I think I got involved in Blake & Neal Finance 

Company is that they raised money through the sale of stock of the company and although 

we didn't go through a full registration of their stock, I handled what they call Regulation A 

filings and I had to draft the prospectus for those smaller issues of stock, and I did that for 

several years. They would have additional financing to do. I enjoyed that work very much. 

It gave me the opportunity to keep in touch with the Seattle Regional Office where I had 

been employed, and also I became well acquainted with the corporation commissioner for 

the State of Oregon when I was with the S.E.C., and I had some rapport with him in 

connection with these issues of stock which were sold in Oregon. 

 

KP: Was it your goal to become a partner with the firm when you first started? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, it certainly was. I wanted to become a partner of the firm and grow with 

the firm, and I was glad when my name was put on the masthead. And then the name was 

changed from time to time and – see, Mr. Bullivant's name came first because Mr. 

Pendergrass retired, Mr. Spackman had died in 1968 and so it was Bullivant, Wright, and 

then Darrel Johnson, Walter Pendergrass and Jack Hoffman. So it was Bullivant, Wright, 

Johnson, Pendergrass & Hoffman. Then there was an important merger later on with 

another firm. I was at the point of retirement at that time, and in that era there was a rule 
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of the Oregon State Bar that when an attorney retired, his name had to come out of the 

masthead, within one year after that, or if the partner died. So that in Portland, and in 

Oregon, it was very unusual. The names did not change, and so you didn't have the 

continuity of name that you have in the State of Washington, the State of New York, where 

partners have died for years and their names are still in the firm, and that has recently been 

changed because Mr. Stoel of Stoel Rives was about to retire, and he didn't like to have 

his name come out of the firm, and there were several other firms where partners were 

resisting that, and they finally lobbied the bar and the rule was changed. So now the names 

could go on, like Stoel Rives, I suppose, will go on for some time. 

 

KP: Do you think something's lost each time a firm changes its name? 

 

WRIGHT: I think there is much to be said for continuity, because a firm acquires a 

certain reputation, and I think they lose something when the name is changed. 

 

KP: I agree. Can you describe the Bullivant firm's reputation in the late 1940s among the 

judiciary? 

 

WRIGHT: In the late 1940s the firm, although small, had a very high reputation in the 

bar and with the judiciary. It had a reputation, I think, largely through Mr. Pendergrass and 

through Mr. Bullivant, as well as Mr. Spackman, of integrity and ability and excellence in 

trial work and in appellate work. And I think as people came out of the law schools, the 

judges would often recommend that they come to the Bullivant firm to see whether they 

could get a position there, it was highly recommended. For example, Judge Solomon, I 

remember, recommended Mr. Houser, who didn't know anybody in Portland at that time, 

come to be interviewed by the Bullivant firm. 

 

KP: Were you responsible for hiring new associates? 
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WRIGHT: I was responsible for a certain period there, and that was always interesting 

to me, interviewing people, and find[ing] out their background and their abilities, and I think 

we were pretty successful in acquiring talent within the firm. 

 

KP: Are there any interviewees that particularly stand out in your mind? 

 

WRIGHT: Not particularly, no. I don't think so, but I know that I was the first one that 

sort of lobbied rather forcefully to have women hired in the firm. Mr. Spackman and I both 

felt that the firm was going to be criticized if we didn't hire women. So we started hiring 

women, and I think the women we've hired have been amazingly successful, and we've 

been very successful in having them. I was very glad for that development. 

 

KP: How were work assignments handed out in the early years? 

 

WRIGHT: In the early years I think Mr. Bullivant and Mr. Spackman and Mr. Pendergrass 

were primarily responsible for assigning work to the new associates, new partners. I did 

some, but they did most of it. 

 

KP: Were you involved with a lot of client contact early on in your career? It sounds like 

you were. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I was. There were many, many personal contacts that I had with, 

whether they were officers of the corporations or individual clients. Mr. Spackman had 

more individual clients than the other two senior partners, and I think he took a great 

interest in their families and as a result the families followed through. It was more like 

English solicitors. 

 

KP: Was there a sense of loyalty in the 1940s and 1950s among associates and other 

employees at the law firm? 
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WRIGHT: Yes, there was. There was a great sense of loyalty, and a great esprit de 

corps among the people working for the firm. And I think the only time that I have heard of 

anybody making any derogatory comments was just one person, I won't mention the name, 

but that was the only time that I ever heard of it. And, as I say, among the judiciary, the firm 

has been highly regarded. 

 

KP: Do you think that the sense of loyalty has changed at all over the years? 

 

WRIGHT: I haven't noticed that the sense of loyalty – though, I've noticed it in other 

firms. But I haven't noticed it in our firm. 

 

KP: You haven't noticed a change, or –? 

 

WRIGHT: I haven't noticed it. 

 

KP: I wonder why that is. 

 

WRIGHT: All I can think of is people enjoy working for our firm. 

 

KP: Oh, I see what you're saying. You've noticed no change at all. 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah, in that time. Whereas, with other firms, there were _____ ____ ______ 

(leaks and deformed?) and people would split off, maybe two to three people at a time, 

from other firms, but that hadn't occurred here. 

 

KP: We were going to talk about some of the firms' names that they've changed, the 

Stoel, Rives firm, and . . . 
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WRIGHT: Oh, the Stoel, Rives. For example, the predecessor of that firm was Hart, 

Spencer, McCullough and Rockwood. Those names are not known now to anybody, and 

yet they were all very prominent lawyers at that time. The only thing you know about them 

is when you read cases in which they involved. The firm of McCamant, Thompson & King 

– McCamant became a judge of the Supreme Court of Oregon for a while, then he was 

later appointed to the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, but the Senate did not confirm 

him, and Ralph King was in that firm, and a man named Thompson, and that's now the 

Miller, Nash firm. 

 

KP: Really has lost a sense of history, haven't they? 

 

WRIGHT: One of the few firms that, the continuity of the name has today, was Wood, 

Montague, Mathiesen and Rankin. And that was the old C.E.S. Wood who was a famous 

attorney here, and that he had a son, Erskine Wood, who lived to be 100, and that became 

an admiralty firm, primarily. And Erskine Wood had a son, Erskine Biddle Wood, who has 

just retired, so that name has continued in that firm. 

 

I don't know whether I mentioned the various charities that I became familiar with? 

 

KP: Yes. You did, we went through that. It's quite extensive, and very impressive.  

 

 Can you tell me if there were economic or political influences that affected your 

clients that stand out in your life? 

 

WRIGHT: One thing, was during the Reagan administration when the interest rates 

went sky high, it broke the back of one of our clients, and that was the Blake & Neal Finance 

Company, because they had to pay so much money to the bank for their loans to carry on 

their business, and they couldn't charge that rate of interest to their clients, and so that 

affected them and affected other finance companies. 
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KP: And that was one of your very first clients? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, that was one of my early clients, yes. It came from Mr. Bullivant, really. 

 

KP: How did you feel when they – did they disband? 

 

WRIGHT: They finally just folded ______ (business?), and – Mr. Neal had died. Mr. 

Blake died shortly thereafter, and that was before the firm finally failed. It was just one of 

those situations. I don't know of any legislation that affected our practice until very recently 

and that's all the environmental acts that have taken place, and now our firm does have a 

whole section on environmental practice. 

 

KP: Were there any economic or political influences that affected the local bar or the 

community in general during the 1950s and 1960s? We sort of skimmed over the women's 

movement, the women lawyers that were coming out of law school. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, that's right. That, I think has made a big difference in the practice of the 

law. 

 

KP: In what way? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I think it broadened [phone starts ringing] the people who practiced. It 

allowed women to become members of the firm. Well, I had two el- . . . 

 

[Tape stops] 

 

KP: You mean, a different perspective or a different outlook? 
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WRIGHT: I think a different outlook. It's my impression that women have a greater 

sense of ethics, basically, than men. In other words, I think they see sort of black and white, 

and they're not so apt to operate in a grey area where they might commit ethical violations. 

Now that's just my impression of women. And perhaps in their judicial functions, they 

operate in a more decisive way in those areas where there are ethical considerations. 

 

KP: Can you describe how your practice evolved, say for the first 10 to 15 years that you 

were with the Bullivant firm? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, the first 10 or 15 years, and even maybe the first 20 years, there was 

the various areas of practice . . . 

 

KP: That we've already gone over? 

 

WRIGHT: . . . that were _____ (opened?) And whether it was banking, or trusts or wills, 

or corporations, anti-trusts – I got involved in a case in anti-trust, which I – nowadays, if a 

person came with the firm, I don't think they necessarily would've, if they were, let's say, 

practicing in the insurance area, they wouldn't perhaps be dragged into an anti-trust case. 

But because of the fact that there were fewer attorneys in the firm, and the firms weren't 

highly departmentalized, you crossed over into many other areas. And I think that's one of 

the things that lawyers miss now, coming into a firm. Also, I think, one of the changes that 

has occurred is the billing of clients. It's done more just on an hourly basis, and it's so much 

per hour, and the statements aren't tailored to the economic condition of the times. That's 

particularly true, I think, when it comes to personal clients now. They're often shocked by 

the amount of the fee for drafting a will. For example, if you take five or six hours and you 

charge $125 an hour, people aren't conditioned to paying that kind of a fee for what they 

call a simple will, and one of the things that lawyers should do is to educate their clients 

on the type of research and type of work you have to do to solve their problems. 
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KP: How were they billed before that? 

 

WRIGHT: We kept timesheets, but not in the same fashion that we do now. I mean, 

they weren't as important. It was more on, what was the nature of the legal problem, what 

was the solution, how much good did it do the client. 

 

KP: Do you have a sense of what the clients preferred? Did they prefer the old billing 

system? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, I think so, yes. Except for maybe some of the larger corporations, which 

now demand a statement outlining exactly what has been done and the amount of time 

spent, and they're watching very carefully the charges the lawyers have been making. 

 

KP: Now, did your practice ever become departmentalized? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, towards the end of my career. I think I gravitated to wills, probate, trusts, 

and less corporate work. 

 

KP: When did you go into semi-retirement? 

 

WRIGHT: I think in about 1980, when I was 74, really, when I started cutting down. 

 

KP: And up to that time, you had a full practice? 

 

WRIGHT: Full practice, yes. Vacations were not very generous in the early days. I got 

two weeks consecutive for the first 15 years, when I was fortunate. Very often, it had to be 

segmented vacations, because there was certain work that had to be done, and you 

couldn't take the time to do it. 
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My first vacation of any length was my first European trip in 1965. I was 59 years 

old, and I'd worked for the firm for nearly 23 years, and I took seven weeks for a trip to 

Europe, and I remember Mr. Pendergrass and Mr. Bullivant were both slightly shocked to 

have me take off for that length of time. But, as a result of that, my wife and I have made 

trips to Europe nearly 14 times since then, with less lengthy trips, maybe three to four 

weeks, but that made a tremendous difference in my life, I mean, have real vacations. And 

my children had been educated by that time. My son, Fred, did I say anything about his 

education? 

 

KP: No, I was going to suggest that we talk about your children. 

 

WRIGHT: Well, he went to a private school to start out, and then he went to Lincoln 

High School, and when he graduated from Lincoln High School, he took the college 

entrance exams, and he was awarded a Yale scholarship, which it was not monetary 

because of my income10. 

 

 [End of Tape 5, Side 1] 
  

                                                           
10 Audio cuts off at "in." It's unclear if the original transcriber assumed Wright was saying "income." 
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WRIGHT: Fred went to Yale for four years, graduated I think in 1961, and he wanted to 

teach. He was very interested in mathematics. He went to the Bureau of Appointments at 

Yale at the time of his graduation to inquire about possible positions in teaching, and while 

he was asking about it, a man came up and said, "We need a mathematics teacher. Have 

you got anybody you can recommend?" and the man at the Bureau of Appointments said, 

"Well, here's Fred Wright, he's just come in, he's interested in it." So, Fred got in touch with 

this man, he was the headmaster of the Thatcher School in California, which is a famous 

preparatory school down there, and he was immediately hired as a mathematics professor. 

Later on, [Fred] left California and the Thatcher School because he and his wife got tired 

of the dry, hot climate down there, and they always liked the Northwest, though his wife 

had come from New Jersey. And so they moved to Seattle, and then he became head of 

the mathematics department at the Lakeside School, which is a private school, and I think 

I've mentioned that one of his prize pupils was Bill Gates and Paul Allen – or two of them, 

who founded Microsoft.  

 

 Anyway, Fred was given a presidential award as outstanding math teacher in the 

State of Washington, I think it was during Reagan's career, and as a result of that, he is in 

an organization called, the Woodrow Wilson Fellows, and in the summer, he goes east and 

– for example, this last summer he was with a group of mathematics teachers who were 

preparing the examination for the college boards, and that kind of thing. So he's enjoying 

that work.  

 

My older daughter went to Wheelock College . . . 

 

KP: And that's Hilda? 
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WRIGHT: Hilda, and she taught first and second grades in [a] school in Litchfield, 

Connecticut, after she got out, and then she married a man who is a teacher of physics at 

a public high school in Stamford, Connecticut. They have three daughters, two of whom 

have graduated from college, and the third is in college right now. 

 

Then, our younger daughter, Elisabeth became interested in music and became a 

harpsichordist (I guess I've mentioned that), and studied in Amsterdam with a very fine 

harpsichordist, and she and her husband are now teachers at Indiana University in the 

Early Music School. And they give concerts as a duo. In fact, they're going to give a concert 

at Reed College in October. They've been out here in the summer at the Chamber Music 

Northwest, and played with that organization. 

 

KP: Did you ever hope that any of your children would go into the legal profession? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I didn't care. I didn't have any feeling about Fred going into the legal 

profession. I think he would have made a good lawyer, but he was destined to be a teacher, 

I think. We've had an awful lot of pedagogy in our family is all I can say. [Laughs] 

 

KP: How about your daughters? Did you ever – did they ever evinced . . . ? 

 

WRIGHT: No, they never evinced any interest whatsoever in the practice of law, no.  

 

KP: I know my son has told me that he doesn't want to become a lawyer because you 

have to work too hard. 

 

WRIGHT: Yeah, work too hard, yeah. 

 

KP: You have grandchildren? 
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WRIGHT: We have seven grandchildren. Hilda's three – as I said, two of them 

graduated from college, one from Middlebury College in Vermont, another from Bates 

College in Maine, and the third is at Susquehanna College in Pennsylvania; I'd never heard 

of that college, but she loves it, and she's going off to Australia for her junior year, about 

to leave for that. And then my son's children, his eldest son graduated from Rhodes 

College, which is in Tennessee or something, I can't remember exactly where it is in 

Tennessee. Then his daughter graduated from Dartmouth College two years ago. She's 

interested in environmental things and is doing some work for the Forestry Service this 

summer. And then they have an 11 year old who's still in grammar school. Then, my younger 

daughter Elisabeth has a daughter who's also 11 years old, and she's been in school in 

Indiana, and is very enamored of ballet, and she also took the cello and became quite 

proficient in playing the cello, still plays it, but she is awfully interested in ballet now, and 

she's gone off to a summer camp in Maine, where they – a ballet camp, it sounds like an 

oxymoron.  [Laughs] But anyway, very lively and very interesting. So we've been very 

blessed with our grandchildren. 

 

KP: During our first session, we discussed your family history. Can you tell me what that 

means to you, the continuity? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, it means quite a lot to me because when I – I guess it was in about 

1945, I had an aunt who lived in in California, she was a maiden woman. And she told me 

that she found in her mother's possessions a large tin box full of letters, and she thought 

they were letters that I would be interested in because of the family situation. The letters 

had been written by my great grandmother in England to my grandmother in this country. 

They were written from a period from 1875 until 1901. My great grandmother's lifespan was 

almost parallel with Queen Victoria's: she was born the same year, died the same year, 

and she was 81 or 82 when she died. But in any event, these letters running from [1874] to 

1901 about her life in England, her travels in the [European] continent, her travels to this 

country to see my grandmother (and I'm having those typed up because they're really very 
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interesting), and as a result, I did get awfully interested in the family, and she mentioned 

all the various names of relatives and so forth.  

 

 On our first trip abroad, when I was in England, I went to two places that were still – 

they weren't in the family, but they were still standing. One was a place called Hopwell Hall 

in Derbyshire and the other was Baggrave Hall in Leicestershire, and through lawyer's 

letters, in connection with my great grandmother and grandmother and the letters from 

England, I learned of a firm in Leicester, England, that had represented two of the families 

that grandmother came from. And before I went to England, I wrote to the firm in Leicester, 

and got an awfully nice letter back saying that the present owners of Baggrave Hall were 

clients of the firm, and if I wanted to see the place, that they would have us to tea. So when 

we went to England, we made arrangements. The then-owners were Sir George and Lady 

Earl, and they were living in this place, and showed us all through the house and the 

grounds. At the time of my grandmother's life, it was some 4,000 acres and a beautiful 

Georgian house which is still standing. I think it had dwindled to about 1,000 acres at that 

time, when we were there. But that was very interesting. As a result, I have been interested 

in following the family, yes. 

 

KP: Do you feel satisfaction in being able to pass that down to your own children and 

to your grandchildren? 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, I do, and they're all very interested. My son, particularly, and my younger 

daughter. My younger daughter was with us when we made that trip to England and visited 

that place, and we also went to Hopwell Hall, but that had become a training school, so 

that was not a place you go to visit, only to see it. 

 

KP: Do you have similar feelings about the Bullivant firm? The history of the Bullivant 

firm and the development? 
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WRIGHT: Oh yes, and I'm interested in Mr. Bullivant's antecedents. His first name was 

Rupert, and I remember there was an interurban railroad that ran from Portland out towards 

Estacada, and there was a station on that called Rupert Station, and he said that was his 

aunt, and I asked him whether he'd ever gone back to follow where the Bullivants came 

from, for example, but he never had. I think as one grows older, you become more 

interested in your antecedents, it's just part of your life history. In one of my trips to England, 

I remember seeing a sign, "Bullivant and Sons" on a sign board. [Laughs] When I got back, 

I told Mr. Bullivant about it, and he said that he thought that his forebearers had come from 

England, he wasn't sure. Bullivant sounds like a Norman French name to me. Then, Mr. 

Pendergrass was born and raised in Arkansas, I think it was, and I think he came from a 

Welsh family – it's spelled sometimes Prendergast, sometimes Pendergraft, but I've seen 

that name in Wales, yes. So I _____ (began?) –  

 

KP: Can you describe some of your closest professional associates during your career? 

 

WRIGHT: Oh yes. I mean, Allan Hart is a very, very, old close friend of mine. Another is 

Jim Clark of the ______ (Dessedorf?) firm – not the _____ (Dessedorf?) firm now, it's – 

they just recently merged with a Seattle firm. 

 

KP: The Lane Powell? 

 

WRIGHT: The Lane Powell, that's right. Jim and his wife are great friends of ours and 

so [are] Allan and Ruth. And we didn't socialize too much with the Solomons, but we'd see 

them from time to time; they've been to our house for dinner, we've been to their house. 

There are several other lawyers here that we've had social times with, yes. 

 

KP: Can you tell me what you hope for the future for the firm? 
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WRIGHT: Well, I just hope it will maintain its reputation for integrity, character, and the 

product of writing. I do hope for that, yes. 

 

KP: What are your plans for the future? 

 

WRIGHT: [Laughs] My plans, they're coming to a terminal end, I think, but . . . [KP laughs] 

 

KP: Not quickly. 

 

WRIGHT: . . . my wife and I are perhaps going on a last hurrah trip. We're planning to 

go in September to Italy for three weeks and then to England for a week. As I say, we've 

been 14 or 15 times since 1965, and we've made several friends in England from 

connections of those letters of great grandmother. For example, the head of a London firm, 

a solicitor's firm there, was called Hunters, and it was [located at] 9 New Square Lincoln's 

Inn in 1824, and when I looked it up before going to England, I looked and here was 

Hunters, 9 New Square Lincoln's Inn. So I wrote to the firm, and the head of the firm wrote 

back (it's a solicitor's firm), and it wrote back, and I said, "I'd like to see something of the 

courts of England when I may in London, when I'm there." And so he wrote back, in fact, 

we had a letter waiting for us when we got to London – I think I may have mentioned this 

– anyway, inviting us out. He said, "I notice you're going to be in London on a Sunday. It's 

dull in London on a Sunday, will you come and have dinner with my wife and me?" So, my 

wife and I and Elisabeth met the Corfields, and Mr. Richard Corfield was the head of 

Hunters, it's still the same name. Never any double name, it was just Hunters. And we 

became very well-acquainted, and saw them every time we went to England. We visited 

their – didn't visit in their home, but we had dinner there and lunches there. And then, they 

came to British Columbia one year, because Richard Corfield had a client in the Kootenay 

country, and he had in Vancouver, B.C.,11 so we invited him down, so they came to Portland 

                                                           
11 It's unclear whether Wright is correcting himself here or saying that Corfield met a client who was from the 
Kootenay country in Vancouver. 
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and spent a weekend with us. They had a son, Roger Corfield, who went into the Merchant 

Marine, and he had a position on a ship that came into port at Kalama, Washington, and 

they let us know that he was going to come in on this ship, so we got in touch with him and 

I went up to Kalama with Elisabeth and we met him (she'd met him already), and brought 

him to our house, we had lunch, and then we took him back to the ship. So we've kept in 

touch and we still correspond with them.  

 

 I also corresponded with this firm in Leicester, what was [the firm's name]? Anyway, 

he's the one [who] introduced us to the owners of Baggrave Hall, and then he wanted us 

to see his house at a place called Beeby in Leicestershire, and it was a charming house 

with a great stable. He was a lawyer and also a hunter. I mean, he rode the hounds, in 

other words, and he had horses in his stable. 

 

KP: Have you ever done any of that when you've been over there? 

 

WRIGHT: Not – never have, no. [Laughs] 

 

KP: Any desire? 

 

WRIGHT: Well, I would like to, but I'm not that good of a horseman, I don't think. 

 

KP: Shall we end it here . . . 

 

WRIGHT: But it was, and that's one of the reasons we so enjoy going to England, all 

these connections we've made. 

 

KP: Your semi-retirement, what prompted that? Did you just decide you wanted to slow 

down? 
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WRIGHT: Oh, it was about the time, good heavens. Let me see, it was when we moved 

into the Pacwest Building, and the firm had merged with another firm . . . 

 

KP: Was that the Goyak? 

 

WRIGHT: Goyak, and – Connelly and Goyak, or something like that. 

 

KP: Goyak, O'Connell . . . 

 

WRIGHT: O'Connell and Goyak, that's right, and I was not in favor of that move.  

 

[56 seconds of no dialogue, then tape stops] 

 

 . . . that we merged with them, was that Mr. Houser and Walter Pendergrass thought 

our firm should grow larger. They were all for growth, and I thought [it was] at the sacrifice 

of other considerations. So that's when I decided I would cut down. 

 

KP: How do you feel about the size of the firm now? We have over 100 lawyers, I believe. 

 

WRIGHT: I don't like huge firms. I think you lose – well, I was talking about esprit de 

corps, though I think it's amazing what a fine group of people we have here, I just find all 

of them very congenial and collegial. But I think that as you grow larger, you do lose some 

of that closer feeling. Well, you can't get acquainted with all of them. I don't know some of 

my young associates. Every year I ______ _____ _____ ______ (have been to the firm?) 

______ ______ – not every year, the last 10 years, I've been asked to talk about the history 

of the firm (I think you attended one of those), and that's one of the things I comment on 

_______ (always?), the size of the firm. 

 

KP: It must be disconcerting to walk down a hall and see brand new faces. 
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WRIGHT: ______ ______ (So many?) you don't know, yes. 

 

KP: But there still is a sense of loyalty. 

 

WRIGHT: Oh, yes. And I was interested, looking at the recent American Bar Association 

Journal, [opens magazine to article] and here's an article, it caught my eye right away 

because it's Don Murray, who is the manager of the Seattle office. There's a picture with 

an attractive looking lawyer with him and – whether she's a secretary, or – anyway, it was 

talking about our firm being prominent in adopting new computer methods of organization 

and so forth. It's all gobbledygook to me, but I'm sure it means something to you, for 

example. 

 

KP: [Laughs] Yes, it does.  

 

 Do you remember when the firm first developed an office outside the State of 

Oregon? Was that the Seattle . . . 

 

WRIGHT: That was in Vancouver, yes. 

 

KP: Oh, the Vancouver office was the first? 

 

WRIGHT: The Vancouver, that was the first one, and that was because, I think, Mr. 

Houser had some insurance clients in the State of Washington who I think wanted us to 

have an office, and so we just crossed the river, and then finally decided to go to Seattle.   

 

 And, as – the wave of the future with firms, you wonder whether it's just going to 

gravitate to 10 or 12 enormous firms, and the smaller firms will all be gone.  
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KP: I think something is lost there when the smaller firms merge with the larger firms. 

 

WRIGHT: Oh yes, and I think it's a loss to the public at large. I think that the reason 

lawyers don't seem to have the reputation that other professions have is that it's become 

too impersonal. They don't have the feeling of loyalty to the firm. That's one of the 

things I noticed when I was in England, is that these firms have represented the same 

families for generation and generation and generation. They have great loyalty to the firm 

and the firm has loyalty to the family. 

 

KP: Would you have preferred the English system with the solicitor and barrister? 

 

WRIGHT: No, I don't think so. I think that's a waste of effort. I don't know, maybe it isn't, 

but, for example, the barristers don't even know their clients. A solicitor selects the barrister 

for the particular problem that the family has and the barrister doesn't meet the client who 

he's representing in court until the day of the trial. 

 

KP: I wouldn't like that. 

 

WRIGHT: No, I don't approve. And now there's talk in England of doing away with that 

duo relationship. And of course the clients have to pay the solicitor and the barrister, and 

[it's] probably a little more costly. 

 

KP: Can you tell me how you would describe what you consider a good lawyer? 

 

WRIGHT: Someone who has character and integrity, and has command of the 

language, is a good writer, and has a broad background in education. I think people who 

have read a lot and who have had intellectual interests make better lawyers. 

 

KP: Can you describe the characteristics of a good judge? 



Wright  SR 1237 
 

119 
 

 

WRIGHT: Well there, I would say that, someone who is decisive in making decisions 

and doesn't – I mean, someone who takes into consideration all the various aspects of the 

case and knows when and how to make decisions. 

 

KP: Of the judges that you have appeared before, can you think of one or two that you 

think have been the best? 

 

WRIGHT: Of course not having been a trial lawyer very much, I don't have that 

experience. But I thought that Judge McCullough of the U.S. District Court, he's deceased, 

but he was a very fine man. And I think Judge Crookham, there's a fine example of an 

excellent judge, and has a great reputation for speeding the wheels of justice, and also 

has that background that I'm speaking of, intellectual background, and intellectual curiosity 

and broad interests. 

 

KP: Did you ever have any idea when – remember you told me about the 

announcement of his birth in the school? Judge Crookham? 

 

WRIGHT: What was that? 

 

KP: We were talking about the announcement of Judge Crookham's birth, at the school. 

[Both laugh] A lot of time has passed between then. 

 

WRIGHT: Yes, a long time has passed. And little did I know at that time that I'd ever 

have anything to do with the baby nephew of a classmate of mine in high school. [KP 

laughs] 

 

KP: Shall we stop there? 
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WRIGHT: Yes, we can stop. I think this is . . . 

 

 [End of Tape 5, Side 2] 
[End of Interview] 
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