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Tape 1, Side 1 
1991 May 14 

 
 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub in his home outside of Salem, Oregon. 

The interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. This is Tape 1, Side A, 

and the date is May 14, 1991. 

Maybe we could just begin with a little bit on your family background. Your family 

was from what part of the country? 

 

STRAUB: From California. I was raised in Los Altos, which is south of San Francisco 

about thirty-five miles, on a prune and apricot orchard and lived there until I went back East 

to go to Dartmouth, and then I went into the army and then went back to Dartmouth after 

the war was over and completed my education. At that point my wife and I, and we then 

had three children, moved to Springfield, Oregon. 

 

CH: Your family was from — how did it get to California? What was their migration? 

 

STRAUB: Well, they were both from Kansas and my dad was raised on a poor, 

godforsaken, dry wheatland country in Cherryvale, Kansas. He went into the Spanish-

American War as a very young man, went back to Kansas, and was very lucky to get a job 
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that paid him some good money. When he had earned enough to go through law school, 

he quit his job and went to the University of Michigan Law School. After that, he and my 

mother moved to San Francisco and Dad got a job with the Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company. 

 

CH: Before they were in Kansas, where did they — do you know how they came across 

the United States at all, or how far back?  

 

STRAUB: Well, before that, I know that my grandfather, my dad's father, lived in 

Wisconsin. Volunteered in the Civil War. I think he was fourteen at the time. After the Civil 

War he went back to Wisconsin for several years and then went to Cherryvale, Kansas. I 

don't know the reason why he went to Kansas, unless it was to get some free land that was 

available to veterans, but I'm not sure of that detail. 

 

CH: But he was a farmer? 

 

STRAUB: He was a farmer — well, he was a wagonmaker, but a farmer. But also a 

wagonmaker. 

 

PS: Who was, your grandfather? Which one? 

 

STRAUB: Grandpa. 

 

PS: Who's grandpa? 

 

STRAUB: Dad. 

 

PS: I'll be darned. 
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CH: And they were originally from Germany, the family came over before that? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Do you know what part of Germany they were from? 

 

STRAUB: Southern part, near Switzerland. 

 

CH: Bavaria, in that area? 

 

STRAUB: Alsace… 

 

CH: Alsace-Lorraine. Do you know how far back that was, at what point they came to 

the United States? 

 

STRAUB: No, I don't. 

 

CH: And your father, then, did he help his father with the wagons? 

 

STRAUB: No. He lived on the farm and his farming career in Kansas ended, my dad's 

did, when he was about eighteen or nineteen because then he volunteered in the Spanish-

American War, and after that pursued more of an educational career. 

 

CH: And moved to California about when? 

 

STRAUB: I think about 1911. 

 

CH: 1911. At that point he was in law, then? He was practicing law? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: In Los Altos?    

 

STRAUB: No, he worked for the PG&E [Pacific Gas and Electric], Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company, in San Francisco.    

 

CH: And he married his wife when? Your mother?  

 

STRAUB: Golly, I don't know when it was, but it was before they moved to San 

Francisco. 

 

CH: While they were still in Kansas or at University of Michigan somewhere? 

 

STRAUB: Ma was a teacher, and Dad went out to California to see if he could get a job. 

They wanted to move to California, and Dad went out to get a job, and finally got a job with 

the PG&E. So he sent Ma a telegram and said that he had a job and for her to come on out 

and they'd get married. She wrote back and said, “If you want to marry me, you have to 

come back to Independence, Kansas, to do it.” You know, that was the old tradition, that 

the woman didn't chase after the man, and it was wonderful. 

 

CH: And he did it? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yeah, you bet he did it or he wouldn't have gotten her. 

 

CH: So did your mother continue to teach, then, after she got out to California? 

 

STRAUB: No, no. 
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CH: What was their home like? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was a very good home, a very good environment we were raised in. 

Dad had — during the Depression was — you know, we didn't know what the Depression 

was because he had a good job. But at the same time, we lived on this fruit orchard and 

so us kids had to do a lot of work growing up, and that was a lot of benefit, I think, to us. 

So it was a good home life. Mother was a very strict Methodist and went to church regularly, 

and we had that kind of an environment. 

 

CH: You were born when and where?  

 

STRAUB: I was born in San Francisco in 1920. 

 

CH: May sixth, is that right? 

 

STRAUB: May sixth, yes. 

 

CH: So you just had your... 

 

STRAUB: 71st. 

 

CH: 71st birthday.   

 

STRAUB: I think 71st. Yes, 71st. 

 

CH: What about siblings? 

 

STRAUB: I have a sister who's still living, living in Tucson — she's older — and three 

brothers, all of whom have died. 
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CH: And where were you in the family? 

 

STRAUB: Youngest. 

 

CH: Did they all grow up there in Los Altos, as well? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Had they already left home by the... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: That you moved there? 

 

STRAUB: To Los Altos? No. 

 

CH: They all grew up in Los Altos? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Your religious affiliation was Methodist? 

 

STRAUB: Methodist, yes. 

 

CH: And what about political affiliations of your parents? 

 

STRAUB: They were both Republicans. I have always been a Democrat as far as I can 

remember. In high school I was very interested in politics, because this was during the New 
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Deal in the Roosevelt period, and I was impressed with the involvement the government 

took under Roosevelt's leadership to deal with the very obvious, terrible economic and 

social problems that existed all over the country, and I've been a Democrat ever since then. 

I never was a Republican. 

 

CH: You mentioned that your parents were Republicans. What kind of Republicans were 

they? Were they Hoover Republicans or? 

 

STRAUB: Kansas Republicans. 

 

CH: Kansas Republicans. So what does that mean to you? 

 

STRAUB: It means they were unyielding, unbending, undeviating. 

 

CH: Conservative? 

 

STRAUB: Conservative, consistent Republican. I can remember when Alf Landon was 

running for president in — I think it was 1936, was it? I think so. He gave a speech at the 

Stanford Coliseum and everybody from Kansas in the whole area put on a sunflower thing 

on their jackets to go hear Landon. I can remember Mom and Dad driving off to go hear 

Landon with big sunflowers on their lapels. No, they were very strong Republicans. 

 

CH: So as you were growing up did you have political debates around the table? 

 

STRAUB: No. You didn't debate with my dad, but I had political debates at school. 

 

CH: Why didn't you debate with your father? 
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STRAUB: Well you know, you just didn't argue with him. He was master of the 

household. 

 

CH: Did he encourage you in the evolution of your own ideas? 

 

STRAUB: I wouldn't say he encouraged me, but he left me alone. He didn't try to mold 

me. 

 

CH: What kind of law practice did he have? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know how to describe it, but he was general counsel for the PG&E, 

which is head of the law department for the PG&E. 

 

CH: So he stayed with PG&E, then... 

 

STRAUB: All his working — all his legal career, yes. 

 

CH: Was he involved at all in the Republican party? 

 

STRAUB: A little bit. It didn't amount to much. 

 

CH: So how did he feel about Roosevelt then? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I really don't remember because he would — you know, I can't recall 

any overt criticism from him. I think Mother was a little more strict, straight-laced politically. 

 

CH: Your brothers and sister, them being older than you, what fields did they end up 

getting into? How did their lives evolve? 
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STRAUB: One was a chemist for Texaco, lived in Texas. Died just a year ago. The other 

two did different kind of odd jobs of one kind or another. 

 

CH: And where did they live? 

 

STRAUB: Around different places. 

 

CH: Maybe you could describe your home a little bit, your childhood home, where you 

grew up in this fruit orchard in Los Altos and the way Los Altos was during that time. 

 

STRAUB: Los Altos was a very idyllic community because it was, of course, a beautiful 

climate. I can remember the fog rolling in over the coast range and cooling us off in the 

summer evenings. There were very few people. I don't know how many people lived in Los 

Altos at the time, but there weren't very many, I know that. And these were hard times, 

hardly anybody had any money. Small schools we went to, grammar school and high 

school. Al Cranston lived in Los Altos, Senator Al Cranston, our contemporary. A little bit 

older than I, but our contemporary. 

 

CH: Did you ever run across him at all? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. He was in grammar school and high school with my sister, my sister's 

class, but his dad was in real estate. The name was well known in Los Altos because of the 

real estate signs being around. It was a very ideal place to be raised. 

 

CH: Your house was like a farmhouse? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. It was a larger-type home, I think originally built by a banker, but I don't 

know much about that. 
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CH: Any animals at all? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Your chores included working in the orchard. Did you sell the fruit, then, locally? 

 

STRAUB: The apricots we usually contracted out and people would go around and buy 

crops on the trees and they'd do the picking and harvesting. The prunes we would usually 

do ourselves and dry them and then sell them after they were all dried. 

 

CH: So this early part of your childhood, then, would have been during the twenties and 

early thirties? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Through the thirties. I mean, in terms of being connected closely to 

home in Los Altos and California. After graduating from high school, I took a year off. I'd 

already been accepted for Dartmouth, but I took a year off and finally got a job working in 

a logging camp up near Lake Tahoe. 

I hitchhiked up and down the Mother Lode for about three weeks, hitting different 

spots regularly, till finally I got a job with the Michigan-California Lumber Company and 

worked up in this logging camp for a year and a half. It's one of the very pleasant 

experiences that I've had in life, is working in that camp, getting to know those kind of 

people. 

 

CH: What about during high school? Did you have any jobs? 

 

STRAUB: Well, we worked during the summer harvesting our prunes, and there was 

always work to do around the place. But when I was sixteen, the summer I was sixteen, I 

guess I was between my sophomore and junior year in high school, I worked for the PG&E 
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up in Grass Valley, which is a mining town in the Mother Lode, digging ditches all summer. 

That was a pretty good experience, good training for working in the logging camp. 

 

CH: Rather arduous. 

 

STRAUB: I've always seemed to have enjoyed hard, physical work. 

 

CH: Were there other activities or hobbies that you were interested in? During high 

school, you mentioned being involved in debating. What did that entail? 

 

STRAUB: That was in college. 

 

CH: In high school were there other? 

 

STRAUB: I didn't do very much — or I can't recall very much involvement in high school. 

I was president of the senior class, but I don't know why. You know, I wasn't an athlete and 

I wasn't much of anything. 

 

CH: Did you have any particular focus in your high school studies, things that you either 

enjoyed particularly or excelled in? 

 

STRAUB: Well, the parts that I remember — I don't know the title for the courses, but 

the discussions of current political issues was something that was always very interesting 

to me. 

 

CH: Did you go up to San Francisco very much? 

 

STRAUB: No. 
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CH: Did you travel much at all while you were still living at home? 

 

STRAUB: I took my sister back to New York when I was seventeen, drove her and 

some other girls back to New York because they were going to Europe, and then I spent 

the summer — well, about a month on my own. I was supposed to have a wonderful 

traveling experience, but I didn't like being on my own wandering around, so I worked for 

a dairy farm in Connecticut and then later I teamed up with my brother and we then traveled 

down through the South and down into Mexico, so I did quite a bit of traveling that summer 

when I was seventeen, but that's about all the traveling that I did. 

 

CH: And you went through Mexico, as well? 

 

STRAUB: Down to Mexico City, yes. 

 

CH: Your brother, how much older was he? 

 

STRAUB: He was about six years older than I. He was in college. 

 

CH: Do you recall, as your — you know, and when you were growing up, did you have 

any particular experiences that made you aware of the larger world, that all of a sudden 

you sort of realized that there was much more beyond Los Altos? Any event or episode, or 

perhaps a trip, that you recall? 

 

STRAUB: No, I don't think so. I don't think so. I pretty much kept to my knitting, you 

know, as far as doing work I was supposed to do, and we weren't raised in an environment 

where we had a lot of free time. Like in the summer, we always had a lot to do there on 

the place, and we were expected to do it. When I wasn't working in the summer on the 

place, I was working somewhere else all summer. So there wasn't that broadening 

experience of doing a lot of traveling around. 
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CH: Did you recall, or do you recall, the stock market crash, or anything like that that? 

 

STRAUB: No. I remember we used to drive up to pick up my dad at the depot in Los 

Altos. He would often go up to San Francisco on the train. He went up every day, of course, 

to work. Sometimes he'd drive and sometimes he'd take the train and we'd meet him at 

the depot. I remember clearly his telling Ma about the banks getting closed. But those 

things didn't mean anything to us financially. Actually, we probably were in a better 

situation because of his having a steady income, and an adequate income. And prices — 

god, a dollar, you know, was worth an awful lot in those days. 

 

CH: What about influential associations or people that influenced you as you were 

growing up? In school, any teachers you might have had in high school? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Were there people in particular that? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. I had a woman teacher named Miss Wood who I can very clearly 

remember had a very, very important influence in making me feel that I could do 

something, that I could amount to something and that I should go on to college and I should 

be interested in current affairs, and really, really did a lot for me. She's still living and we're 

still in communication with each other. 

 

CH: What course did she teach? 

 

STRAUB: It was a current events kind of a course, but I don't remember exactly what it 

was. 
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CH: And you're still in touch with her? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, you bet. 

 

CH: Anybody else like that? 

 

STRAUB: Not a teacher, but I had a girlfriend that I was very, very fond of named Lucille 

[Merits?] She was a wonderful artist. She used to give chalk talks. Do you know what a 

chalk talk is? 

 

CH: No. 

 

STRAUB: Well, it isn't important, but it's a kind of an entertaining thing where you make 

a few lines and then you end up with a face, or whatever you're drawing. I'm still in touch 

with her. In fact, she and her husband are coming up here in September to visit. It's the first 

time either one of them have been in Oregon. And then another friend, who didn't go to 

high school with me but lived in Los Altos with me, and we've been friends since we were 

in the first grade. That's a long, long, long time. 

 

CH: Who is that? 

 

STRAUB: His name is Bill [Marvin?]. He lives in France. He was in the foreign service, 

and his last job was consul general at Bordeaux. He retired there. He was married to a 

French woman, and he bought a chateau and they live outside Bordeaux. We planned to 

visit him this fall. Well, we planned to visit him last fall, but I've been held up because of my 

— I want to get my knee straightened out to where I can walk, and so I don't think we'll go 

this fall, but I think we'll go next fall over and visit them. 

 

CH: But you've been in touch with him ever since? 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

15 
 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: It must be a really good feeling, having that kind of continuity with real long-lasting 

friendships like that. 

 

STRAUB: You bet, it is. It means a lot to me. 

 

CH: Anybody else? 

 

STRAUB: No, I can't think of anyone else. 

 

CH: Your school activities in general during, you know, primary and secondary 

education, were you a pretty good student, or how did you do? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think I was — I wasn't an outstanding student at all in grammar school. 

I don't even remember what kind of grades I made in high school, but I must have made 

good enough grades that I was accepted at Dartmouth. You know, I wasn't a dullard, but I 

wasn't outstanding in any way. 

 

CH: And your year off that you took off after school is when you worked in the lumber 

camps? 

 

STRAUB: After high school, after graduating from high school. And as I say, I'd already 

been accepted for admission to Dartmouth but I decided that I wanted to stay out a year, 

year and a half, and just have a working experience and a living experience before going 

on to college. 

 

CH: And in retrospect, you're glad you did it that way? 
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STRAUB: Oh, I think it was a wonderful thing to have done, yes. For me. That isn't true 

for everybody. 

 

CH: What do you feel you gained from that year?  

 

STRAUB: Good memories and good physical conditioning, and just having the pride of 

knowing that you can meet a challenge like that, and it was a real tough challenge for me. 

I was skinny and not very strong, and it was hard work. I can remember weekend after 

weekend after weekend lying up in that camp during the weekend and just thinking I was 

going to quit. I just — it was too much for me. 

 

CH: Were there other people your own age there? 

 

STRAUB: A few, yes, but mostly older fellows. 

 

CH: And you were up there during the winter as well? 

 

STRAUB: Until about the first of December, then they closed down because of snow. 

They opened up in March again, first of March. 

 

CH: Did you travel much around that area? 

 

STRAUB: No. I stayed in camp most of the time. Most of the younger guys would go 

into Placerville or Sacramento on the weekends, but I'd stay up in camp. 

 

CH: Did you get to come home at all during that time? 

 

STRAUB: No. It was too far away. 
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CH: Did you feel pretty isolated then? 

 

STRAUB: It was lonely, yes, but it was good. It was a good experience. 

 

CH: So the Roosevelt years during the Depression, the effect of the Depression wasn't 

a real significant factor... 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: But Roosevelt's policies... 

 

STRAUB: That's right. That's right, and his personality and his concern and his 

humaneness. 

 

CH: How did you witness that? 

 

STRAUB: Well, just hearing him on the radio and reading about him. Occasionally, 

when you'd go to a movie, you'd see him on Fox Movietone. You know, they used to always 

run a news thing in the first part of a movie. 

 

CH: Was that a stimulating factor for you in terms... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Of being interested in political life? 

 

STRAUB: It must have been, because I remember the good feeling I had about 

Roosevelt and what he was doing. 
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CH: Did you end up being involved in any political activities during that time? 

 

STRAUB: This first time I got active, that I can remember being at all active politically, 

was when Willkie was running against Roosevelt. 

 

CH: That would have been which year? 

 

STRAUB: I think it was 1940. 

 

CH: What involvement did you have with Wendell Willkie? 

 

STRAUB: Not very much. Just in college, being in the Roosevelt club. It didn't amount 

to much, but it's the first evidence I can recall of any overt action on my part. 

 

CH: What was your feeling or what did you experience when World War II first broke 

out, and the events approaching World War II? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I paid attention to what was happening and felt that we should 

intervene. After war was declared, I left college and drove across the country to enlist in 

the army. That would have been, what, in probably January. I think I completed a semester, 

and toward the end of January I drove across to Los Altos to enlist in the army. And they 

wouldn't accept me because I have poor vision in one eye, and of course at the beginning 

they were very strict on that kind of stuff. So I drove clear back to Dartmouth again and 

then I was able to get into the service. I don't remember if my draft number came up or 

whether I enlisted again, but in any event it was easier to get in then. And I went in, I think, 

in September of 1942 . 

Listen, I thought this interview was to be mainly about our political experiences. I 

feel like a patient being grilled by a psychiatrist to uncover some hidden problems. 
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CH: Not at all. I hope that you understand that we're looking for a foundation of — even 

though we'll be focusing a lot on your later political life, that getting to know who you are 

and what your upbringing was like and all that, is a very important... 

 

STRAUB: I can't believe people would have any interest in that sort of thing from me. 

Really. I wonder how often in life the things you do that really stand out and are worthwhile 

are not very enjoyable at the time, and the things that you really look forward to and think 

will be wonderful when you do them, they're not — and then you look back on that. They're 

not satisfying, they're not rewarding at all. I don't know. But I really don't like to talk about 

all this stuff in the past because I don't think it amounts to much. I've had a lot of good luck, 

and the best luck I've probably had in my whole life was meeting my wife on the top of a 

mountain in New Hampshire and having the chance to go to a good college like Dartmouth, 

and then having a lot of good luck with having a good family and good jobs, you know, 

and there's nothing more to it than that. Even getting into politics was luck, and even 

getting elected state treasurer was luck. You know, it's been luck so much weaving 

through my career that I… 

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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Tape 1, Side 2 
1991 May 14 

 

STRAUB: Nineteen times that I was at Dartmouth. Do you want to start with that? 

 

CH: Sure. This is Tape 1, Side B. You went to Dartmouth in what year, then? 

 

STRAUB: I went in 1939. 

 

CH: 1939. And your major focus of study was? 

 

STRAUB: Well, liberal arts. I didn't know what I wanted to do. 

 

CH: You didn't have any particular interest... 

 

STRAUB: No, no. 

 

CH: Within liberal arts of... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And did you have any influential teachers there? 

 

STRAUB: Not as impressive as this Miss Wood that I told you about in high school, but 

I had some good teachers, and some of them I've kept up with over these years. 

 

CH: And you were involved in debating? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. But the main thing is that I — during the three years I was at Dartmouth 

before I got into the war, I worked during the summertime at the Summit Hotel at 
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Moosilauke, Mt. Moosilauke, in the Presidential Range. That was a marvelous experience 

for me. 

 

CH: How so? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was just the people I met and just getting to love that New Hampshire 

country. And I met my wife up on Moosilauke. 

 

CH: How did you meet her? 

 

STRAUB: A young girl, a counselor, and she was about eighteen. A counselor at a girls' 

camp. Different camps would come up and spent the night at Mt. Moosilauke, and so there 

was a crew of three of us from college — the college owned the mountain and the summit 

house, and one of us from each class in college would work on the crew. I worked on a 

crew and worked up there three summers, and that was a wonderful thing to do. Then, 

after the war... 

 

CH: What kind of crew did you work on? 

 

STRAUB: We did everything. We ran the hotel. We'd have as many as 125, 130 people 

there, and we'd do the cooking and ordering the food. We had to backpack most of the 

stuff up, although there was an old carriage road that once a week an old codger would 

come up and bring supplies up in an old buckboard wagon. But we'd do a lot of packing. I 

can remember packing 100-pound packs the three and a half miles from the base camp 

up to the summit of the mountain, but it was a wonderful experience and good people, 

good crew. We'd meet really very interesting people. 

 

CH: Can you recall the exact situation of meeting your wife Pat? 
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STRAUB: Yes, I can. She was halfway up the Glenbrook Trail — there are two or three 

trails up to the mountain. She was about halfway up with this whole bunch of little kids, 

about eight or ten kids from the camp, and they were going to spend the night. I was 

coming up from the trail and met them, as we often did meet different people hiking up, 

and I stopped a few minutes and visited and then started on up, and some of the kids said, 

“Oh, Miss Pat, would you mind if we walked up to the top with this man?” She said, “No, 

go ahead,” because she was kind of tired and she was resting there. So the little kiddies 

and I hiked on up to the top and about a half hour later she showed up. Another guy on 

the summit — now, this is something I don't think is of interest to anybody at all, but another 

guy on the summit crew, a guy named Harry [Bond?], older fellow, one year older than I, 

really was taken with Pat. And I guess I was too tired from going down the mountain and 

up the mountain the same day, and so he followed through on it, and when there was an 

event at Dartmouth called Green Key Weekend he invited Pat to come up and she did. 

Hi, Peg. 

 

PS: Harry was my date. [Laughs] 

 

CH: Harry was your date… 

 

PS: Harry was my date for the winter festival [CH laughs], and Bob came and picked me 

up and took me to breakfast, and we went back to that place where we had our first date 

two years ago. 

 

STRAUB: He'd always sleep in. Harry was kind of a typical... 

 

PS: Professor type. 

 

STRAUB: Spoiled, professor type that slept till nine o'clock in the morning. 
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PS: Or ten. 

 

STRAUB: Or whatever. So I got up about five o'clock in the morning and went over and 

got Pat out of bed and took her to breakfast. 

 

CH: The early bird! [Laughs] 

 

PS: I'm not a worm! 

 

CH: I guess it particularly feels like... 

 

STRAUB: You got the story now. 

 

CH: Now I've got the story. Well, I've got both views of it here. 

 

STRAUB: So that led on to us being together more. Then after I became an officer, 

after OTC or OCT, officers training court, then she was going to summer school in — she 

went to Smith College, but she went to summer school in Madison, Wisconsin. So I phoned 

her from Fort Houston, Texas. I was going to have several months, I knew, before I was 

shipped overseas, and I didn't have any money at the time, so I called her collect to see if 

she'd come down to San Antonio and we'd get married. I proposed. So she did and we got 

married. Then the bill for the telephone came after we were married, so I had to pay it 

anyway eventually. 

 

CH: [Laughs] Do you think she planned it that way? 

 

STRAUB: [Laughs] No. After the war, I wanted to complete college and I went to Tuck 

Business School at Dartmouth to get a master's degree. It was during this two-year period 

Pat had a lot of furniture because both of her parents had died and the furniture had been 
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divided among the kids and she had a lot she wanted to keep. So I priced the cost of 

moving the furniture out by a mover to Washington — at that time I thought I was going to 

go to Olympia, Washington, because I wanted to get into the plywood business. And the 

cost of having a mover move her furniture was about as much as I could buy a new ton-

and-a-half truck for, so I bought a new Chevrolet ton-and-a-half truck. Well, there I was with 

a new truck, so I got a business hauling garbage, picking up garbage, and I got quite a bit 

of good work doing that. 

 

CH: This is while you were still at Dartmouth? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: But you were in graduate school at the time? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, Tuck school at the time, which is part of Dartmouth. I'd reached the point 

where I — and then on weekends I'd haul. People would have furniture to haul, the students 

would want to move back to or get something from their home in New England, so I did a 

lot of furniture hauling on the weekend. Not a lot, but some. Then we moved to Springfield 

to work for Weyerhaeuser, and after I'd worked for Weyerhaeuser for about a year I 

realized that I still wasn't making as much money working full time for Weyerhaeuser as I 

was making just part time working for myself. 

I think that kind of influenced me to quit Weyerhaeuser and go to work for myself 

as a building contractor. I didn't have much of a background, but I had a little bit building 

our own house. We lived in a trailer when we first moved to Springfield. This was in 1947, 

the summer of 1947. We lived in a trailer, and we had a beautiful black Labrador dog named 

Bismarck, and somebody began poisoning dogs in the trailer park, and, boy, I wanted to 

get out of there fast. So Pat and I went out and in one day we found a five-acre piece of 

property where we could move our trailer to. We moved out onto our property and on 

weekends and evenings I worked at building our garage first, and then our kitchen and 
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utility next. Then, about that time, we sold the trailer and then I had enough money to build 

the rest of our house. From that I got interested in building and went to building. 

 

CH: Just going back a little bit, you had mentioned going into World War II. Where were 

you stationed? You mentioned San Antonio. 

 

STRAUB: I was stationed at Fort Devens, I was stationed at Camp Lee, I was stationed 

at Fort Washington, I think was the name of it — anyway, it was near Washington, D.C. — 

and of course, Fort Sam Houston. 

 

CH: Were you trained in any specialty? 

 

STRAUB: Quartermaster. 

 

CH: Where did you go, then, overseas? 

 

STRAUB: I was in London for a while, and then I was in France with a Negro truck 

company serving the Ninth Air Force. 

 

CH: What was that experience like for you? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I don't have any strong feelings about it. It was kind of a — you know, it 

wasn't a hazardous job because we were behind the lines quite a bit. It was just really a 

relatively easy situation. I had a good crew of black drivers, Negro drivers, and there 

weren't any problems, that I can remember, with the fellows between — with the black 

fellows which you might anticipate having now. There just wasn't anything very outstanding 

about it. 

 

CH: So you didn't actually see any combat, then, during that time? 
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STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: And you were over there for how long? 

 

STRAUB: I was over there about a year and a half. 

 

CH: Were there any other experiences that you had over that were worthwhile 

mentioning here? Some people go through the war and they have some rather important 

experiences. 

 

STRAUB: No, it wasn't something that produced anything of that nature. It was an 

interlude, it was an interference with my normal progression, but there wasn't anything 

traumatic and nothing heroic and nothing self-sacrificing. 

 

CH: But this is something that you felt you wanted to do, that you needed to do? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, which was not unusual. You know, every young person thought that. It 

wasn't like the Vietnam War. 

 

CH: You had mentioned in our first discussion at the Oregon Historical Society that when 

you came home you saw your first child for the first time. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: How old was your child? 

 

STRAUB: A year old. 
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CH: What was that like for you? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was kind of impressive, it was kind of emotional. I can't remember 

anything more about it because the overwhelming thing was rejoining up with Pat at her 

home in Philadelphia. 

 

CH: Did she live in Philadelphia during the whole time you were away? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. She lived with her step-father. 

 

CH: What was she doing during that time? 

 

STRAUB: I think she was just taking care of her step-father, and — because she had 

the baby and that took a lot of time when you don't know much about it. This was her first 

baby. 

 

CH: What was her family background like? You’ve mentioned a little bit. 

 

STRAUB: Well, they were a prominent Philadelphia families. Her dad was an 

investment banker, had a brokerage firm. It was called Stroud and Company. Her maiden 

name was Stroud. A very prominent and a very good family. 

 

CH: When you first got married did you have any plans as far as your career or your 

family were concerned? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. You just did what worked at the time. I cared about Pat, and 

I don't know whether I was madly in love or not. You know, I enjoyed being with her and I 

cared about her and I knew I'd be going overseas in a couple of months and didn't know 
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what would happen after that, and, you know, just one thing leads on to another without 

too much major significance. 

 

CH: Were there other adjustments that you had to make when you got back? Was 

coming back from war — were there difficulties? 

 

STRAUB: The only difficulty was... 

 

CH: Finding a job or home… 

 

STRAUB: No. The only difficulty was driving out from Philadelphia to Los Altos the first 

time after the — well, I was still in the service because I wasn't discharged. I was discharged 

at my home, which was near Los Altos. Menlo Park was where the army base was, so I had 

orders to go to Menlo Park. We had the dog and had the year-old baby and a convertible 

Ford car. We took off, and all across the country on that trip we tried to stop for a motel 

room and the people would ask if we had any children. They wouldn't ask about a dog, 

they'd say, “Do you have any children?” And we'd say, “Yes, we have a year-old baby.” 

“Well, we don't allow children in our rooms.” So that so soured us — I mean, up to that time 

we were fairly normal people as far as traveling goes, but that so angered us that when I 

got to Los Altos and did whatever I had to do, before going back to Dartmouth I bought a 

little trailer, a little cargo trailer, and I built a little covered wagon thing over it. We bought 

equipment, a Coleman stove and folding table and sleeping bags and air mattresses, and 

then when we went back to Hanover, New Hampshire, we slept out almost every night. 

And we cooked a lot of our — not all of them, but we cooked a lot of our meals out and we 

got to enjoy traveling that way, and we still travel that way. 

When we go to Mexico, which we do about twice a year, usually the first day and 

night out we don't camp because we're still in the colder weather, but when we get down 

in the desert we camp out and sleep out in Arizona and southern California, Mexico. That's 
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always been a great joy to us, and the motels have lost many thousands of dollars because 

of their snobbery after World War II. 

I came out and worked in — you were released from the army more quickly if you 

had a job to go to. So I arranged to get a job back with the logging camp, and so I was 

released from the service and I went up there and worked — I can't remember how long, 

maybe six months or eight months — again in the logging camp before going back to 

college. 

 

CH: What was your major at — when you went to business school, did you have special 

training? 

 

STRAUB: No, you don't have a — I don't think you have a major. 

 

CH: What about your thesis? Did you write a thesis? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I think I wrote it about — something about what determines wages, or 

something dumb. I don't know. It was what sets wages in a society. Why are doctors paid 

at a certain level, why are construction foremen paid at a certain — you know, what 

determines where wages are set, how they're set, the influence of unions in setting wages. 

But that’s all. 

 

CH: Did you have any other activities while you were there? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Were you involved in any organizations or political activities? 

 

STRAUB: No. 
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CH: You mentioned debating. Was there... 

 

STRAUB: That was before the war. 

 

CH: After your finishing your master's degree at Dartmouth, then you moved out to first 

what you thought was going to be Olympia. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I wanted to work in the plywood industry. 

 

CH: Why did you choose the plywood industry? 

 

STRAUB: I thought it was a growth industry, and I liked being involved with timber — 

in lumber and forest products because of my experiences in the logging camp. 

 

CH: How did you make the first contact for... 

 

STRAUB: Through a man named Charlie Ingram, who was head of Weyerhaeuser and 

a Dartmouth graduate. I wrote him a letter and told him what I was interested in and I 

needed a job, and he wrote me back and said come on out. 

 

CH: At that time what were you expecting to be doing, specifically, when you? 

 

STRAUB: Working in a plywood mill. He sent me to Longview where Weyerhaeuser 

has a big lumber mill and a plywood mill and a pulp mill. And it was so big that neither my 

wife nor I wanted to stay there, wanted to work there. So I went back to Tacoma and told 

Charlie Ingram that it really wasn't what I felt I wanted to do and I wondered if he had 

anything else, and he said, “Yeah, we're just starting a new mill in Springfield. Why don't 

you go down there and work and see how you like it.” So that's how I got to Springfield. 
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CH: What were you doing, then, in the plywood mill? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I didn't actually work in the plywood mill. They didn't have a plywood 

mill at Springfield during the relatively short time I worked for Weyerhaeuser. I only worked 

for Weyerhaeuser, I think, two years and then quit and built houses. 

 

CH: So you weren't actually working in the mill, you were working in the offices then? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Doing what? 

 

STRAUB: I was supply clerk, for about the year they were building the mill, and then I 

worked the personnel department after that. 

 

CH: What was your main reason for leaving? 

 

STRAUB: Just that I thought I wanted to work for myself, and I thought there'd be more 

opportunity, that I'd be able to get ahead a little faster. 

 

CH: So when you went into building contracting, did you do it just by yourself?  

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You didn't have any partners? 

 

STRAUB: No. I had some awful good workers, awful good helpers. 

 

CH: What kind of contracting work were you doing, what kind of projects? 
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STRAUB: Building houses and then selling them. What they call spec building. And 

again I was lucky because that was about the time of the Korean War and there was a big 

demand for housing and it was very easy to sell your properties. 

 

CH: What was Springfield like when you first moved there? 

 

STRAUB: A very small place. 

 

CH: Was the influence of the University of Oregon predominant in the community at the 

time? 

 

STRAUB: Not in Springfield. Springfield was strictly a working man's community. 

Eugene was influenced quite strongly by the university. 

 

CH: At first you lived in a trailer before you built your house? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was the experience of building your own house like? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was very good. I enjoyed it. I hired a carpenter who helped me quite 

a bit and showed me how to do stuff, how to frame, how to cut rafters out of the — but it's 

something I was able to catch on to quickly, too, which isn't true with everything I'm 

involved with. So I just felt, you know, it was worth the risk to see if I couldn't make a go of 

it. 

 

CH: Did you draw up your own plans for your house? 
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STRAUB: Pretty much. I didn't build big, fancy places, I built pretty basic houses. 

 

CH: At that time, what were your first political involvements? 

 

STRAUB: My first political involvement was to be active, just to be active, with the 

Democratic party. Not to run for office or do any of that sort of thing, but just to be active, 

and the Democratic party was sort of a closed shop, at least in Lane County. You had to 

kind of establish yourself, your credentials, in order to become part of the party. 

 

CH: But you didn't have any plans for running for office? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Before you got involved in politics, how would you describe your own political 

philosophy or, you know, social-economic philosophy of — how did you look at things at 

the time? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think of — at least since high school I've been sensitive to the fact that 

there are a lot of people that suffer hardships and don't have much going for them and 

have bad times, and little kids are hungry, and that's prevailed and permeated my political 

activity, a concern for other people that have had a lot of tough luck. 

 

CH: Do you think that there was anything out of your own experience that brought that 

compassion on? 

 

STRAUB: No. I don't see why. I mean, I can't think of anything. 

 

CH: But seeing it around you, you had experiences of those people that had had a hard 

time. 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Could you describe yourself politically in terms of — you were interested in the 

Democratic party, but in terms of what kind of Democratic politics that you were interested 

in, I mean, conservative or liberal? 

 

STRAUB: Liberal. I thought government should be very active in doing things to 

equalize people's condition in life. 

 

CH: So you felt that the government should intervene in their behalf, then? 

 

STRAUB: Tax and spend to help people that needed help. 

 

CH: Did you still feel at this point that F.D.R. was a pretty good role model for the... 

 

STRAUB: You bet. 

 

CH: Democratic party? How did you first get your Democratic credentials, then? 

 

STRAUB: I went to Doc Hicks, who was the chairman, to tell him I was new in the area 

and I wanted to be active in the Democratic party, and he said, “Well, we don't know who 

you are. Do you have anybody here that can vouch for you?” And I said, “No, I'm new here.” 

He said, “Don't you know anybody anywhere that can — so we know a little bit about you?” 

Then it occurred to me that one of my professors at Dartmouth was chairman of the 

Democratic party in New Hampshire. So I said, “Oh yeah, I do, Yeah I do know [Inaudible].” 

“Well, fine. If you can get a letter from him, that would be very acceptable to us.” A very 

interesting experience. 
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CH: Why do you think they were so particular? Being such a small party, you would think 

they'd take anybody in. 

 

STRAUB: I think they were afraid of people coming in who might try to take the thing 

away from them, or something. I don't really know for sure. But I got a letter from Herb Hill, 

the professor that was chairman of the party, and he said that I was a good, upstanding, 

responsible person and could be depended on. So Doc Hicks called me in great joy and 

he said, “Well, you'll be awful happy to know you're in.” He said, “We got that letter, a good 

letter.” [Laughs] Another aspect of the manner in which the Democratic party was being 

run in those days occurred after I became an “in” member of the party organization in Lane 

County, and the organization consisted of about two or three people who were sort of 

running everything. Doc Hicks called me at work and said, “Tomorrow, the Democratic 

candidate for governor is going to be in Eugene to make a speech. We're going to meet 

him at the [Alton?] Hotel at two o'clock and I'm just wondering if you can come in and be 

with us to greet him.” I said, “Yeah, sure, I'd be glad to do that. I'm sure I can work that out.” 

“Okay,” he said, “Be there a little before two,” so I was there. The candidate's name was 

Lew Wallace, in those days a well- known and likeable candidate, Democrat, a very 

conservative Democrat. [He] had a real estate business in Portland, had run before several 

times and always had lost. He came down — well, I went up to the room when I was 

supposed to be there and here was Doc Hicks and his right-hand man, his henchman, a 

guy named Gene [Burrow?], who had sort of a questionable background, and that was it, 

and me, and I'm brand new. I thought there would be eight or ten of us there, a college 

professor and, you know, a mix of people, but Doc Hicks and his right-hand man and me. 

So after a little bit, Lew Wallace came in, and he was very friendly, very affable. I can just 

remember so clearly Lew Wallace turning to Doc and saying, “Well, Doc, is it all set up for 

tonight? 

 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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Tape 2, Side 1 
1991 May 14 

 
 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub in his home just outside of Salem, 

Oregon, and the interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. The date is 

May 14, 1991, and this is Tape 2, Side A. 

You were talking about the candidate for governor, Lew Wallace, and the meeting. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. He turned to Doc Hicks and said, “Well, Doc, is it all arranged for the 

meeting tonight?” And Doc Hicks said, “Yeah, Lew, it is. I got a room out at the university 

for you. Everything is lined up.” Lew thought a minute and he said, “Have you got the 

publicity out to the radio and the newspapers about it?” And Doc said, “No, Lew, I didn't.” 

And Lew said, “Well, Doc, why didn't you?” And Doc Hicks said, “Well Lew, if put out a 

news release about it, you wouldn't know who might turn up.” As I think back on it, it was 

the funniest thing I ever heard. [Laughs] And was in line with the screening they did with 

me. I mean, they wanted to control not only who was actually in the party, they wanted to 

even control who came to their meetings, which is not a way to win office. 

 

CH: Do you think that they had intentions of winning? 

 

STRAUB: I don't have any idea, but somebody in the party — I think it might have been 

Howard Morgan, or somebody. I heard them say repeatedly that in the Democratic party 

— in those days, the Republicans picked the Democratic candidate and agreed to finance 

him. I mean, they'd find somebody and say now — a Democrat, like Lew Wallace — I don't 

say this happened, but this was what was told me, that they'd say, “Okay, now, you're a 

well-known Democrat. We've got ten thousand bucks that will go into your campaign if you 

want to run for governor. It's not going to hurt your business any with the publicity you're 

going to get,” and they'd pick somebody that they'd know couldn't win. So they'd run a 
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guy, and the Republicans picked the Democratic candidate for year after year after year 

for the major statewide offices. 

 

CH: Is that right? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I don't know whether that's true or not, but I don't know why — I don't 

have any understanding why anyone running a political party would try to close the ring 

and keep people out. 

 

CH: But on the Republicans choosing a Democratic candidate, I would think that any 

candidate that the Republicans chose would have no credibility with the Democrat... 

 

STRAUB: Well, none of them got elected for a long, long, long time. 

 

CH: [Laughs] And they did that not only with gubernatorial candidates, they did that with 

other statewide offices as well? 

 

STRAUB: With major offices, yes. 

 

CH: Who were the leading Democratic party people at the time? 

 

STRAUB: When I became involved, it was Monroe Sweetland and Howard Morgan and 

Alf Corbett and Charlie Porter. I would say those were the — and Dick Neuberger. Very 

active, very effective. 

 

CH: Did you get a chance to know those people very early on, before you... 

 

STRAUB: No. 
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CH: Held elective office? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. No, I didn't have elective office at this time. 

 

CH: But when did you first get to know these leaders? 

 

STRAUB: Well, through going to meetings, and Howard Morgan was, I think, state 

chairman of the party and Monroe Sweetland was a national committeeman. In different 

ways, they both worked at building the party. 

 

CH: How were they trying to build the party? How were they going about doing that? 

 

STRAUB: Trying to get good candidates to run for office, for one thing. Legitimate, real, 

believable candidates to represent the Democratic party. They elected a governor, Bob 

Holmes, in, what, about 1950 — I can't remember. 1952, 1954, 1956, right in that period, 

and Dick Neuberger got elected in that same period, and I got elected, and a few others 

around, you know. It just slowly began to emerge as a viable party. 

 

CH: A few years before that the Republican party had — Republican leadership had 

suffered a big setback with that whole series of deaths that occurred in the plane crash 

and then one of the governors leaving to become interior secretary, and so on. Was there 

— did that affect the Democratic party, that chain of reaction? 

 

STRAUB: I'm sure it did. I'm sure that we wouldn't have elected a governor, a 

Democratic governor, in 1952 or 1954 if it hadn't been for the killing of the three top 

Republicans, the three top Republican officeholders getting killed in that plane wreck. 

Because then you had to jump down to somebody like Mark Hatfield. Well, it was really the 

making of Mark Hatfield, too, but at that — when Bob Holmes was elected, Hatfield was 

just a little bit too young to run, unknown. 
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CH: So how did you first get involved, then, with elective office? 

 

STRAUB: Running for county commissioner. 

 

CH: How did that come about? 

 

STRAUB: Dick Neuberger talked me into it because he thought it would help him. 

Because if I ran, then my friends would come and vote for me and they'd also vote for him 

in the process. He was a very smart strategist, and he was encouraging people all around 

the state, that he had any influence with, to run for a local office. The idea of the friends of 

that person would come and they'd be liberal fellow travelers and also vote for Dick 

Neuberger. I told him I didn't want to — I said, “I want to get into politics, but I don't want 

to hold — Christ, Dick, I've got six children —” five children at that time — “and I'm making 

good money. I'm not ready for it. I don't want to get elected, I don't want to run now. I don't 

have any business running for political office now.” He said, “Well, you don't have to worry. 

I've looked up the record, and they haven't elected a Democrat in Lane County for eighty-

two years,” so he said, “You don't have to worry, but it'll help me.” So it was on that basis I 

ran, but of course I did more than just have my name on the ballot. The campaign was that 

the county government was too slow, too stodgy. So I bought an old Model T Ford pickup 

for a hundred bucks and I put a big sign on it on the back and it said, “County government 

can't continue at this pace. Vote for the —” I think it was pretty clever — “Vote for Bob 

Straub.” I drove that old Model T all over the county. I bought new tires for it. It was a 

wonderful old Model T. I won, and then I sold that Model T for $100 and I thought I was just 

so smart to sell it for as much money as I paid for it. That thing would be worth ten thousand 

bucks now if I still had it. 
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CH: What kind of issues were there during the campaign for county commissioner? What 

kinds of things were you going around the county and talking about aside from the pace 

of government being too slow? Were there other issues that were prominent? 

 

STRAUB: I don't have the foggiest idea. 

 

CH: Do you recall who you were running against? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Was it an incumbent? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Bob — I can't think of his last name. There were four — no, there were 

three county commissioners, and Bob — no, I can't remember his last name. 

 

CH: What was that experience like? You were in there for four years? 

 

STRAUB: Four years, yes. A very good experience, but it was very different than it is 

now. [We] didn't have to do all this listening and hearings and just — homeless and — of 

course, we were out on the roads most of the time, looking at roads, and I loved it, I liked 

it. We'd go to Florence and look at the roads. The roadmaster would call up in the morning 

and say, “Well, I'm going to go down to Noti and I was just wondering if you'd like to look 

at that bridge we're going to.” “Yeah, you bet, Fred. Come on over.” So he'd come over 

and pick me up and off we'd go. I just loved that kind of stuff. I couldn't stand being a 

county commissioner now. It's so awful, there are so many things that they have to get 

involved with in the bigger counties. 

 

CH: And you kept your contracting business at the same time? 
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STRAUB: Yeah — well, I had a very, very good foreman named Floyd [Canolt?], who's 

still living in Springfield, and he ran my business — let me see. He ran my business for a 

while. I changed my arrangement with him and shared profits with him. And he did such 

an excellent job looking after my money and my business, that I sold the business to him, 

sold all my equipment at a price he could well afford, and then he took over and it was his 

own. 

I didn't feel right in having a full-time job and also be involved in the building 

business, so it worked out very well because he did very well over the years and is retired 

and very comfortably situated now. 

 

CH: Were there other organizations that you were involved with locally at the time? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: P.T.A. [Parent Teacher Association] or the Rotarians or? 

 

STRAUB: You know, I never was a joiner. I didn't join a fraternity and — I don't know, 

no reason. I just didn't. It was not big deal with me. But it never was natural for me to be a 

joiner and a glad-hander. I did break down and join the Lions Club in Springfield, but after 

about a year they kicked me out because I didn't come to meetings often enough. And 

that's the only thing. Oh, I did join the American Legion for a while, just for political reasons. 

I never went to any meetings. 

 

CH: Were you involved in any of the political campaigns in the Democratic party then, 

during that — during the time that you were commissioner, what kind of involvement did 

you have with the Democratic party in the state? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I worked for — I campaigned for Bob Holmes on his reelection 

campaign, and he lost. I campaigned for Wayne Morse, who had become — golly, I don't 
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know if he had become an independent or had become a Democrat by that time. Anyway, 

I campaigned for him because — well, because I admired him, but also he lived nearby and 

we both had an interest in cattle, and so we — you know, I had kind of a personal reason 

to help him. I always supported Charlie Porter. Do you know about Charlie Porter? 

 

CH: A little bit, but... 

 

STRAUB: There's a guy you ought to interview. Take your sleeping bag with you 

because he'll never — God, he loves to talk. But he's very wise and he's a very good man, 

very outstanding, a very capable guy. 

 

CH: We may have an interview on him, but I doubt if it's very recent. 

 

STRAUB: He had a lot to do with building the Democratic party. He was a very good 

friend of Dick Neuberger's, and he'd know a lot of background stuff that I don't know about. 

He was very helpful to me. 

 

CH: What was he doing at the time when you were first getting in the party? 

 

STRAUB: Running for Congress. 

 

CH: And he was elected how many times? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. I don't remember, but I remember that when he was running I 

had a Mercury station wagon and we'd take that Mercury station wagon and I'd go with 

him all over the district and we'd take our sleeping bags and we'd sleep in the back of that 

Mercury station wagon. I mean, we were poor. We didn't have money to throw around. 
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CH: How did you get involved in the Legislature? What were your first steps in that 

direction? 

 

STRAUB: I wanted to stay in politics but I did not want to run for another four years as 

commissioner. As much as I enjoyed it, it was of a rather limited scope in those days. Not 

now. There was a person who was in the Senate named Ed Cone, a good man, that I felt 

— very good guy. Had a big lumber mill. Still does. He was senator and he was up for 

reelection. I liked him but I felt that he wasn't very aggressive, and I was aggressive and 

felt that people in office should be at that time. So I ran against him and beat him and 

served two terms, two sessions. 

 

CH: Just prior to your going into the Legislature you sought a position as the national 

convention delegate, is that right, in 1956? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. I don't remember. Probably. I really don't remember. 

 

CH: I was just wondering how — what involvement you might have had with the 

convention. 

 

STRAUB: I've had very little interest in the conventions. I think I went to the one in 1964. 

Anyway, the one where Lyndon Johnson was — yeah, that was 1964. And I went to the one 

in 1968 in Chicago, and that's about all. 

 

CH: What was your impression of Stevenson at the time? 

 

STRAUB: You know, I was like a lot of other people. I thought he was a tremendous 

individual, and he was a tremendous individual. I was very disappointed when he lost. Now 

that all that's history, I'm not sure now that he would have been as outstanding a president 

as I thought at the time. 
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CH: Why is that? 

 

STRAUB: I think he may have been a little too cerebral. 

 

CH: So you decided to run for the state Senate. Why did you consider the state Senate 

as opposed to the House? 

 

STRAUB: One reason is that the party that was beginning to become to life in Lane 

County wanted somebody who they thought had the potential of defeating the incumbent, 

Senator Ed Cone, and — well, I don't really know, other than that. 

 

CH: Was there anybody that you were running against within your party for the 

nomination? 

 

STRAUB: Not that I can remember. 

 

CH: What kind of a platform were you running on? 

 

STRAUB: I don't have any — I don't remember very much about the campaign. 

 

CH: Did you have to finance that all by yourself? 

 

STRAUB: Didn't hardly spend any money. I mean, those were different days then. 

Nobody spent very much money. I was elected state treasurer, an unknown — you know, 

I mean really an unknown. I had never run for anything statewide. I spent $18,000 in the 

primary and the general. You've got to realize that it was a different ballgame in those 

years. I don't remember spending anything for state Senate. I had the opportunity of 

getting around by virtue of my job as county commissioner. 
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CH: Did you have any support that was significant while you were running for that, the 

state Senate? 

 

STRAUB: [Inaudible]. 

 

CH: Was the party at all active in your behalf? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I'm sure they were but, there wasn't much of a party. Charlie Porter, I'm 

sure, was very helpful to me, and others that were kind of trying to lead, revive the 

Democratic party were active, but I really don't remember much about it. 

 

CH: How do you account for your victory over an incumbent who was? 

 

STRAUB: Because I was doing the kind of things as a commissioner that the public 

liked to see done. 

 

CH: What kinds of things were those? 

 

STRAUB: Just action and listening and being available kind of things. Not issue things 

as much as performance kind of things. 

 

CH: So what was your initial impression as a freshman senator in the state Legislature? 

 

STRAUB: I got off on a bad foot in being too — I can't think of the word — trying to be 

too liberal. The president of the Senate was a man named Walter Pearson, and he was not 

liberal, he was very conservative, and he was running the Senate. His right-hand man was 

a guy named Harry Boivin. He was a very likeable fellow, but also not very liberal. I just did 

and said the wrong things that antagonized both of those people, and as a result I got 
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sidetracked right off the bat. I was the one at fault in being too aggressive as a freshman 

senator, and I realize that, but I didn't realize it at the time. I thought I should not yield. 

 

CH: Did you have anybody that showed you the ropes, any teachers or mentors, guides, 

people that helped you get on the right footing? 

 

STRAUB: No. I just got squashed down. 

 

CH: Was that through committee assignments? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yeah, and if I'd stand up to oppose a bill or support a bill, you know, I just 

wouldn't get anywhere on anything. I want to make very clear that I recognize that I was 

the one at fault. I think Walter Pearson did exactly what he should have done in squashing 

me down because of the unwise performance that I exhibited. 

 

CH: How would you describe their leadership at the time? 

 

STRAUB: It was strong, tightly controlled. They were running the show. They had 

waited a long time, now they were running the show, and they were going to run it, and I 

think that's just the way it should be. 

 

CH: At this point the Democrats had gotten quite a few members in the state Legislature, 

hadn't they? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: But a lot of them were from southern Oregon? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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CH: So that made the whole Democratic party much more conservative, then? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, it's very conservative, on the state level it was very conservative. 

 

CH: What was your workspace like? 

 

STRAUB: Oh God, you worked with nothing. I mean, you just can't compare it. You had 

one secretary, and that was it. And the secretary, to type, had to go into kind of a pool 

arrangement, a little area. No private offices. You did your work at your desk on the floor 

so you were available to all the lobbyists and everybody else that constantly would come 

up to interrupt you and talk to you about stuff. 

 

CH: Were there any rules about lobbyists or anyone else coming up on the floor?  

 

STRAUB: Only during the session, only while it was in session. 

 

CH: Who did you choose for a secretary? 

 

STRAUB: I chose a man. Paul. I can't remember his last name. I lost contact with him a 

long time ago. I think it was a mistake. I think it really was right, and of course now a lot of 

men have men secretaries, and I guess even some women have men secretaries and it's 

fine. But it was kind of awkward. I was the only one that had a man secretary. I don't know 

why I did it. I guess a kind of perverseness on my part? I don't know why I did it. It was kind 

of hard on Paul, too. He quit about two-thirds of the way through the session. He was just 

being ostracized. All the other people in the secretaries' room typing were women, and he 

felt kind of funny about it. I can't remember why I chose him. 

 

CH: Did you commute, at the time, between Salem and? 
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STRAUB: No. I got a room up here. 

 

CH: An apartment? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: How was that experience, being away from your family? You had several kids by 

this point. 

 

STRAUB: Six. It was no problem. I'd go home on weekends. Pat would come up once 

in a while on the bus. 

 

CH: How long were the sessions then? 

 

STRAUB: We'd be over the first of May. 

 

CH: It's a lot different now in that respect, too, isn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What committee assignments did you want when you first got into the Legislature? 

 

STRAUB: I wanted to be on Labor and Industries, I wanted to be on Agriculture. 

Anything to do with human resources. 

 

CH: What did you get? 

 

STRAUB: Military Affairs. I was made chairman of the Military Affairs Committee. 
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CH: Right off? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. That was just a joke, you know, and it was a pretty good joke, really, 

because there's no military affairs in the state of Oregon. 

 

CH: Do you think that that was done as a punishment to you? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. It was appropriate. It was what I deserved. 

 

CH: Because of your aggressiveness? 

 

STRAUB: Not going along, not being smart enough to go along, yes. 

 

CH: Was there any particular episode that made you change in that regard? 

 

STRAUB: Just acquiring some wisdom from more experience. 

 

CH: Did you relationship change with Boivin and Pearson then? 

 

STRAUB: No, I don't think so. Walter Pearson was president that first session and Harry 

Boivin was president the next session, and because of that I had trouble both sessions. 

 

CH: What was your constituency like in Lane County that you were representing? It was 

how large an area? Was it all of Springfield? 

 

STRAUB: All of Lane County. 
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CH: How would you describe that constituency? How would you describe the people 

that you were representing? 

 

STRAUB: I'd say it was a little bit on the conservative side, working-class people, 

working-type people, except for the university element in Eugene. Florence felt left out of 

affairs because they were so far away from the county seat. As commissioner I had been 

very active in boring a tunnel through the Coast Range to improve transportation between 

Eugene in the valley and Florence, so that put me in good stead with the Florence 

community. I'd say basically the people were more conservative than they are now. 

 

CH: If you had real liberal views, how did you keep from alienating them? 

 

STRAUB: I wasn't a wild-eyed radical, you know. I just — well, there wasn't the 

opportunity to be that anyway because you wouldn't get anywhere in those days. The 

whole state structure was quite conservative. 

 

CH: What was the Legislature like during those two sessions? How was it composed, as 

you saw it then? 

 

STRAUB: It was composed with whoever the president of the Senate was, calling all 

the shots, which wasn't too different from what it is now. Except, at least in the Senate, 

during the time I was there, I felt the control was too rigidly conservative-oriented. 

 

 
[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 
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Tape 2, Side 2 
1991 May 14 

 
 

STRAUB: Another person I should mention, who was very influential and very helpful 

in bringing credibility to the Democratic party, was Alf Corbett. Alf was a senator from 

Portland and an extremely outstanding person, and still is, although he's not active in the 

party anymore. He's living over at Camp Sherman now. 

 

CH: I've just been trying to call him. I've been trying to set an interview with him, as well. 

What role did he serve in the Legislature? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember his role, but I can remember that Alf Corbett and Monroe 

Sweetland were the two senators that I sought out to get advice from and to relate to. I've 

always had a very, very high respect for both of those people, not only for the kind of 

people they are, but also for what they did to help the Democratic party move in the right 

direction. 

 

CH: And they were doing that in what way? How were they getting? 

 

STRAUB: Just by being good quality people, for one thing. As you know, Alf Corbett 

was of the Corbett family in Portland and he could very — had all the credentials in the 

world to be an outstanding Republican, but he was a Democrat because he believed that 

government should be doing more than what Republicans thought government should be 

doing. He was a man of real conviction, a really great guy. 

 

CH: And Monroe Sweetland was in the Legislature at the same time? 

 

STRAUB: [Inaudible]. 
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CH: Did they have leadership positions, the two of them, in terms of their appointments 

in the Senate? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember exactly, but I'm sure that each of them were chairmen of 

significant committees. 

 

CH: How were they able to effect the changes in the party that seemed so — it seemed 

like such a difficult party, from your description earlier, to get it to move. Were they very 

persuasive, as well, in their personalities? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know about persuasiveness, but the mere fact that people of their 

ability and obvious standing in their communities and in their social circle would choose to 

be identified as Democrats brought credibility to the Democratic party. Plus the fact that 

they then encouraged their friends, and those kind of people, to also become — it kind of 

works out, you know, and get their friends to run for office, and you slowly build more 

credibility into the Democratic party. 

 

CH: What young people, Democratic party members, were they recruiting at the time 

that later became actively involved, such as yourself? Were there other people that...? 

 

STRAUB: Keith Burns in Portland. Have you talked to Keith Burns? 

 

CH: Yes. 

 

STRAUB: He's a good man. Keith Burns is one. I just can't think offhand. 

 

CH: What were relations like with the House at that time, between the House and the 

Senate, and what was going on in the House in terms of leadership? 
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STRAUB: I can't remember anything about the House in my first session. In my second 

session I can remember a very important role the House played because there was a very 

disastrous bill put into the Senate, masterminded by Senate President Walter Pearson, 

which would amend our water and air pollution laws with the simple assertion that the laws 

could only be enforced when it was technically and economically feasible to do so. Of 

course, that would have emasculated our air and water pollution laws, and I fought very 

hard. I really made an effort to try to defeat that bill, but I lost in the Senate, so then I went 

to the House and I really developed some contacts over in the House and we got it 

defeated in the House. So I did have some relationship with the House in the second 

session, but I don't remember anything in the first session. 

 

CH: And what about your relationship and the Senate's relationship with Governor 

Hatfield and the executive branch at the time? 

 

STRAUB: I didn't have any. 

 

CH: What was your perception of Hatfield as governor? 

 

STRAUB: I think I was impressed with him. The person I wasn't impressed with was 

Nixon. Nixon came up to Oregon — what the hell was he doing up here? I don't know. He'd 

been vice president. I think he was planning to run for president. Yes, in 1960. It would 

have been... 

 

CH: Against Kennedy. 

 

STRAUB: Whenever it was, but Hatfield had this big reception for Nixon and we all got 

in line and when I came up to shake hands with President Nixon, Mark Hatfield said, “This 

senator went to Dartmouth College, Mr. whatever it was, vice-president. Dick Nixon, just 

like a flash, said, “Oh, Phi Beta Kappa —” or, not Phi Beta. That's an honorary thing. But he 
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named some Phi Epsilon — you know, some fraternity. All he cared about was what 

fraternity I belonged to, and I couldn't care less. I thought, this guy's superficial. I think I 

kind of pegged it just from that one thing. 

 

PS: Who was that? 

 

STRAUB: Nixon, when I met him at the capital when Hatfield was governor. When 

Hatfield introduced me he — the immediate response of Nixon was, “Oh, Phi Epsilon —” 

whatever the hell the different fraternity. He wanted to know what fraternity I belonged to. 

And I thought, god, that's superficial. 

 

CH: Do you remember meeting him? Were you there at the time, Pat? 

 

PS: I don't think I was. I don't think I ever met him. 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember you being there, either. 

 

PS: I was at the train station when he came through in Eugene and spoke off the back 

platform. 

 

STRAUB: That's when Charlie Porter... 

 

PS: That's the closest I ever got to him, I believe. 

 

STRAUB: Have you heard about Charlie Porter's role at that? 

 

CH: No. 

 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

55 
 

STRAUB: Nixon was coming on a train up through the valley right after there had been 

this exposé about the FERC [Federal Energy Regulatory Commission] — what the hell was 

it? The slush fund? Something was brought up... 

 

PS: With his — she had the cloth coat? 

 

STRAUB: No, he did that afterward. That came after. Nixon went back and made the 

speech. It was the slush fund. It was discovered that there were some prominent 

businessmen in California that put up a slush fund for Nixon's personal use, and that was 

not a good thing and it was against the law, or whatever it was. Anyway, it was a political 

issue and it wouldn't die and Nixon was getting kind of annoyed about it. So the train pulled 

in to the station, and Charlie Porter was a brash young lawyer and he made a sign and he 

went down to the train station, and Pat and I were there, and he had this sign that said — 

what did it say? “No slush fund,” or “tell the truth about the slush fund.” 

 

PS: Well, it was worded very... 

 

STRAUB: Impolite. 

 

PS: Impolite and kind of brash. I don't remember the wording. 

 

STRAUB: Whatever it was, and Charlie kept waving this during Nixon's speech. I've 

read stuff since that said that it was after the Eugene visit that Nixon realized that he had 

to face up to the issue. Before, he had been ignoring it. He went, I think, just to Portland, 

or wherever, and ended this train — and flew back and prepared that wonderful TV speech 

that saved his bacon. But anyway in the Eugene thing with Charlie waving this sign right in 

front of Nixon speaking, a guy came up and jerked the sign away from Charlie Porter. And 

Charlie said, “I'm placing you under civilian arrest,” or some kind of a — he says, “for 
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invading my private rights,” and the guy said, “Aw, shut up,” and he banged that sign right 

over Charlie's head. 

 

CH: Was he hurt? 

 

STRAUB: He wasn't. It was a cardboard sign. 

 

PS: I know, but even that... 

 

STRAUB: Charlie sued the guy and took him to court but eventually dropped the law 

suit. But Charlie was — I mean, you'd enjoy talking with him. 

 

 

 [End of Tape 2, Side 2] 
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1991 May 29 

 
 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Straub in his home outside of Salem, Oregon. 

The interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. The date is May 29, 

1991, and this is Tape 3, Side A. 

In our last interview you had talked at some length about the changes that the 

Democratic party was going through about the time that you came to Oregon. Was it 1947? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: I was wondering — you had mentioned Monroe Sweetland and some of the efforts 

that he put in to changing the party, but I don't believe you mentioned Howard Morgan. 

Did you have any personal connection with Howard Morgan? 

 

STRAUB: I had some, but very little. The connection that I had with him, starting when 

I was elected county commissioner in 1954, the connection I had with Howard Morgan — 

he was mostly on the outside being a critic of what was going on. Being a critic of what we 

weren't doing that we should be doing as a party. I never was involved with him where he 

was an active part of the team. 

 

CH: But he wasn't part of the old, conservative group? 

 

STRAUB: No, no, no. He was more the enlightened or liberal, but also very 

independent in his thinking. 

 

CH: In reference to Monroe Sweetland, he went through some difficult periods in terms 

of red-baiting and being charged as a Communist, left-winger, and I think Oswald West 

had leveled some charges against him. Do you recall any of that episode? 
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STRAUB: Oh yes. It was very vicious. It was part of the McCarthy mood where people 

were alarmed at any hint that somebody might have any kind of sympathy or connections 

with the Communist party, and I think that Monroe had been — either had been a socialist 

or had been member of an organization that was or was accused of being socialist. Monroe 

was very forthright about those connections and his sympathy, and never at any time was 

he a member of the Communist party, or never at any time was Monroe secretive or 

underhanded about his views. He was very open and very candid. And I think right in many 

— in his judgment concerning the mood and the problems at that time. He always had 

been an activist. When he believed something was good for the public, he worked to 

accomplish that, and so he was active and so he was a target. I remember when he ran for 

secretary of state against Howell Appling. There was some very vicious stuff handed out, 

literature handed out, distorted stuff handed out, about his previous connection, political 

loyalties and questionable commitment to our country. I mean, it really was vicious. I 

remember one tract that was handed out referred to the picketing that he and his female 

accomplice did, and when they were through picketing, they went home and went to bed 

together. It left the impression that here was a very loose, immoral person. Well actually, it 

was Lil, who was his wife with whom he was married all his life. 

 

CH: Who was putting this out? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. I don't think Howell Appling had any connection with it, but it 

was during that campaign. 

 

CH: Why was Oswald West taking...  

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: Such a vociferous stand? 
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STRAUB: I wasn't aware of that. 

 

CH: Monroe Sweetland was part of the Americans for Democratic Action, isn't that right? 

 

STRAUB: Whatever. I don't remember. 

 

CH: Did they have much of a relationship with the Democratic party? 

 

STRAUB: No, not while I was active with the Democratic party. 

 

CH: Or the Oregon Commonwealth Federation? 

 

STRAUB: Not while I was active with the party. I think that was before. 

 

CH: Do you know if they had any part of the revitalization of the... 

 

STRAUB: No, no. They were not a factor either way. 

 

CH: What about James Goodsell? 

 

STRAUB: He was Dick Neuberger's brother-in-law. 

 

CH: Is that right? I was unaware of that. 

 

STRAUB: Wasn't he? I may be wrong on that. James, you said? 

 

CH: James. 
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STRAUB: His sister was Jane. I think it was Goodsell. I think that's right. 

 

CH: And he was involved in part of this revitalization of the Democratic party? 

 

STRAUB: Not very actively. I just don't have much to offer on that subject. 

 

CH: What about Al Ullman? He was getting involved in the Democratic party at that time 

over in eastern Oregon. Did you have any contact with him? 

 

STRAUB: Some. He was very active and very prominent in opposing the Hells Canyon 

dams, and I think that's what propelled him into the limelight and was a major cause for his 

getting elected the first time to Congress. But as far as I was aware, he never was 

particularly active as far as being concerned about building the Democratic party. 

 

CH: And Bob Holmes? He was, of course, governor. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I really don't have much to offer on that because I wasn't in the 

Legislature at that time. I'm aware that he was elected and served and got defeated, but 

that's about all. I think he was very — as I remember, he was very interested in improving 

education in Oregon. 

 

CH: I've heard the Republican party described in Oregon, and occasionally the 

Democratic party, as the candidates and the elected officials being very autonomous from 

or independent from the organization itself. Would you characterize the Democratic party 

during that time as having that same element, that same characteristic? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Yes, very much so. It's a very accurate description, then and now, of the 

fact that the Democratic party is ineffective as far as being able to influence the political 

stands that the candidates take. The candidates have their own constituency and they 
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evolve their own commitments for the issues they think are important, and there's very, 

very little connection with the Democratic party. The Democratic party is not a significant 

factor in being able to influence the vote, nor does it have any amount of money to give to 

candidates, so why should candidates pay attention? 

 

CH: How did that come to be? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it's always been there. I don't know. I mean, I can't say anything that 

means anything, I just know it's always been that way. It was that way when I was state 

Democratic chairman, and I made a great effort and started the party having platform 

conventions every year where we would discuss, as Democrats, what we thought the major 

issues were, and then we thought the candidates should run on those issues and, if 

elected, should advance those issues. It didn't work that way. 

 

CH: In some states it seems like the loyalty to the party is paramount. 

 

STRAUB: Very little — the party is not a factor in the political events of Oregon. 

 

CH: And still isn't? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. 

 

CH: Even during your term? 

 

STRAUB: It wasn't even — and I worked hard at it, but it was very — I think we kind of 

whetted up a lot of enthusiasm among the Democratic party workers, but I don't think it 

ever got through to the broad base of the voters. 

 

CH: Why wasn't there the money to be able to create that influence? 
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STRAUB: It's just there was a tradition that people that had money to give to parties 

wanted to give it directly to the candidates. 

 

CH: How do you feel about that approach? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I feel that if a person puts his neck out and works and raises money 

and has his own views about what's important, that he -— and he's elected, he or she has 

an obligation to be aware of what party workers feel is important and to meet with them 

and pay attention, but not in any way to be controlled by them. I think he's got to express 

his own views and he's got to be committed and work primarily with the group that worked 

directly with getting him or her elected to office. 

 

CH: How did that affect your own campaigns, then, for the various offices that you were 

in? Did you adhere more to the Democratic platform? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Was your campaign pretty much independent, then, of the party, as well? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Even though I had been state chairman, I think it was pretty much so. 

 

CH: How would you characterize your term in office as the state Democratic chairman? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think it amounted to much. [Laughs] 

 

CH: You ran against Berkeley Lent, didn't you, for that position? 

 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

63 
 

STRAUB: I guess I did. I'd kind of forgotten about that. I did something that got me at 

crossed swords with Edith Green and she made constant effort to find somebody who 

would defeat me as state chairman. 

 

CH: Why? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know, I don't know. I never did know. 

 

CH: Do you know how you crossed swords? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: She was in that liberal camp that was trying to change the party, wasn't she? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I always had high respect for her. I thought she did a tremendous job, 

but it was not an opinion shared mutually. 

 

CH: It would seem, in retrospect, that the difficulties that people were having trying to 

transform the Democratic party, that people of like ideology and like programs would stick 

together a little more tightly, but that wasn't the case? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Is that something that changed from the earlier days that you were describing in 

Eugene when people like Monroe Sweetland were just starting out, and Howard Morgan 

just starting out, trying to transform the party? Was there a little more loyalty to the liberal 

group in the party? 
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STRAUB: I think you're right. I think there was more loyalty to the liberal group, but I 

think that a significant thing that happened that turned the Democrats around and made 

us credible with the voters was the fact that better candidates were willing to run as 

Democrats. You know, it wasn't that the party got stronger, it wasn't that the Democratic 

party was stronger, it was that it was better able to deliver. It's just that better candidates 

came forth and said, yeah, they were proud to run as a Democrat, and did. And because 

there were better people, a lot more of them got elected. 

 

CH: And what was the motivating factor for this attraction? 

 

STRAUB: Well, the work Monroe Sweetland did, and others, and — you know, 

nationally I think Truman gave a lot spirit to people, and now the Republicans have taken 

over the White House, and those things all blended together. 

 

CH: How was Truman's Fair Deal received? 

 

STRAUB: I think very well. Everybody I knew had a lot of respect for President Truman. 

 

CH: Did he involve himself at all in the Oregon Democratic party? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Or did he have representatives that he? 

 

STRAUB: No, but he was — Monroe Sweetland had pretty good personal contact with 

President Truman. I know that Gus Solomon, who was one of our outstanding judges, was 

probably appointed because of Monroe Sweetland's intercession with President Truman. 

 

CH: Was there any controversy with Gus Solomon's appointment? 
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STRAUB: There was at the time, but I wasn't close to what was going on then. But 

basically, a lot of people felt that he was too liberal, much too liberal, and might even be 

tainted a little bit with a little bit of socialistic thinkings, you know. But I wasn't up on that. I 

just knew him later when he was highly respected by everybody. 

 

CH: Who was advocating his appointment? 

 

STRAUB: All I know is Monroe Sweetland, and I know he took a real personal, direct 

interest in it and took the case to President Truman personally. 

 

CH: In 1955 Wayne Morse made a transition from independent status — well, first from 

Republican to independent, and then to Democratic status in 1955. How was that received? 

 

STRAUB: I think the Democrats, at least the ones I was dealing with, were very pleased 

that he became a Democrat. They thought it would be further help to other Democrats 

running for office. 

 

CH: Do you know how that came about, what he was considering at the time that made 

him make that switch? 

 

STRAUB: No, I don't. I have always thought of Senator Morse, a man whom I admired 

very strongly, as being first a totally independent person, and his affiliation with whatever 

party was very incidental. I mean, nobody tried to tell Senator Morse how to vote. 

 

CH: Did you have any relationship with him? 

 

STRAUB: I had a good personal relationship with him because we lived close together 

and we both were in the cattle business. He had Devons that he was very proud of, and I 
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was starting to build up cattle on a ranch I had in Goshen, which was just over the hill from 

where Senator Morse had his home. He'd call up on a Saturday morning and say, “Why 

don't you come up and have a cup of coffee with me?” So I'd go up, and I'll be darned if I 

wouldn't come back home leading a Devon bull, or something, that he — he was a great 

salesman. When he wanted to sell you something, it was hard to say no. 

 

CH: How did you get involved in the ranch? 

 

STRAUB: Oh, I've always had a pleasure and an instinct in ranching and farming and 

nature, things related to the woods. 

 

CH: But had you had animals before? 

 

STRAUB: No, I think that was probably the start. 

 

CH: Did Wayne Morse talk you into that as well? 

 

STRAUB: No, no, I had already started on my own. In fact, we moved to Goshen in 

order to have a farm where we could irrigate pasture and raise cattle, and I got into it in a 

pretty strong way. I bought a place at Creswell. But Senator Morse was a very, very savvy 

guy about breeding and cattle, and horses too, of course, but I never got involved with the 

horses. 

 

CH: During this same period, in the mid and late 1950s, Bob Thornton was elected as 

attorney general. Was he part of this group that was revitalizing the liberal wing of the... 

 

STRAUB: Not that I can recall, but Bob Thornton is and was a person, a Democratic 

candidate and office holder, that all of us were very proud of. He was a person of very high 

integrity, a very able fellow. 
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CH: Did he involve himself much with the party? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember that he did, except he was very free about coming to 

meetings, and things of that sort. 

 

CH: You had mentioned Charlie Porter before. What was he doing at this time, during 

the mid and late 1950s? 

 

STRAUB: Raising hell, what he's still doing. [Laughs] He's tremendous, he's a 

tremendous guy. He's a totally dedicated fellow. Any down-at-the-heels cause has a friend 

in Charlie Porter, whether it's a need for legal help, or whatever. He's really a remarkable 

and a wonderful person. 

 

CH: What kinds of issues was he involved with at that time? 

 

STRAUB: Well, he was involved with power issues, with power rates at Bonneville, with 

— I can't recall any other thing specifically — oh, Cuba. Of course, he was just wide-ranging 

in his interests and his evocations. 

 

CH: Who was leading the conservatives of the party at the time, the conservatives of the 

Democratic party? 

 

STRAUB: The leadership of the Senate was very conservative, and the key players in 

the Senate were very conservative. 

 

CH: That was Harry Boivin? 
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STRAUB: Yes, and Walter Pearson. I don't know how much influence they had outside 

their own district. Obviously, they were popular in their own districts, since they got 

elected, but I don't know who -— in terms of just the party activity, I can't think of anybody. 

 

CH: Lew Wallace? 

 

STRAUB: He wasn't active after he ran for governor the last time. He wasn't active in 

the party. That was about 1955, 1956. 

 

CH: Going back to your sessions in the Legislature, do you recall, in the 1957 Legislature, 

any of the major issues that... 

 

STRAUB: I wasn't in the 1957. 

 

CH: 1959. I believe that there was a new tax plan that came out of the Senate and the 

Legislature. Do you recall how that evolved? 

 

STRAUB: No, I don't recall about the taxes, and I don't recall, really, very much of major 

issues in that session except two bills that I personally introduced. One of them was 

approved and the other was tabled. The one that was tabled was a bill that would require 

the state police automatically to take over the investigation and the handling of when major 

crimes were committed. Murders and so forth. I was motivated to do this because of a 

botched up job the sheriff in Lane County had done in the disappearance of a little girl in 

a bean field. I felt that a lot of sheriffs were really not thoroughly trained in criminology and 

there would be a better chance of solution if immediately the state police would take over 

and handle the investigation of major crimes. That was defeated because of the power of 

the sheriffs' organizations in the Legislature, but I still think it is a good idea. 

 

CH: The county sheriffs' association? 
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STRAUB: Yes. The county sheriffs just killed it right now. The thing that I also proposed 

that was approved was a bill to set up a work camp for kids in school who were potential 

dropouts, and it was very successful. We took measurements and found that the 

opportunity for a lot these kids to get out in the summer and work and eat good food and 

build up their health and strength had a very therapeutic effect on their attitude toward 

school when they went back. It was renewed the next term when I was also in the 

Legislature, but after that when I was not in the Legislature, it just died. 

 

CH: So it was just being carried from term to term, then. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Then didn't get appropriations the next... 

 

STRAUB: It got appropriations the two terms I was there, but like other things that 

aren't of earth-shaking interest, the proponent has to be there to keep pushing and 

pushing and pushing to get the appropriation through, which I was able to do while I was 

in there. 

 

CH: How did you become interested in that? 

 

STRAUB: I think it just comes basically in my belief that work is a very valuable 

experience for young people to have a chance to do. And of course, the way we live now, 

a lot of young kids don't have that opportunity. 

 

CH: Did you have a coalition of supporters for that? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. 
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CH: What about the Democratic caucus in the Legislature at the time? 

 

STRAUB: Did we have it? 

 

CH: I just presume that there was some kind of a Democratic caucus, but maybe there 

wasn't. 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember a caucus. I can remember occasionally the president of the 

Senate would get all the Democrats into his office and we'd discuss certain bills that he 

wanted to discuss, or if we wanted to discuss. I think [they were] good meetings, but it isn't 

what I normally think of as a caucus. 

 

CH: Were there pieces of legislation that the entire Democratic party could get behind? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember. 

 

CH: It was still pretty divisive, wasn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: On the issues, school financing seemed to be an important issue during that time, 

although I guess it always has been. Was there anything that came out of the Legislature 

during that time that you recall being involved with? 

 

STRAUB: No. 
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CH: On taxes and revenue, I notice that later on you had opposed a sales tax and the 

1.5 percent property tax. Was that something that you felt at the time back in the Legislature 

as well? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I did. I felt that, since all taxes come out of earnings anyway, it's better 

to tax earnings at the source as an income tax. It's much more efficient to collect and much 

more equitable than it was to impose a sales tax. I've changed my views on this, partly in 

the sense of being pragmatic. 

Theoretically I'm right, but practically I'm wrong because we cannot increase our 

income tax very much more without doing damage to the whole economic fabric of the 

state of Oregon. If we get the income taxes in Oregon higher than any other state in the 

nation, it discourages industry from coming to Oregon. The need for more revenues for 

schools is so obvious and urgent that — I don't know just when, six or eight years ago, I 

did change my position and feel now that a sales tax is the only way that we're going to be 

able to raise the monies that education need if we're going to do the right kind of job in 

education. 

 

CH: What about the property tax limitation? How do you feel about that and how has 

that changed over the years for you? 

 

STRAUB: I haven't come to any conclusion. I've opposed it in the past. I didn't take a 

stand on Ballot Measure 5. If I'd been in office, I think I would have opposed it, but on the 

other hand, I have sympathy for the voters who favored it and advocated it in the belief 

that that was the only way to cut into the bureaucracy and get rid of the unneeded 

bureaucracy that keeps building in our government agencies. And I think it is having that 

effect. 

In that sense I think it's a good thing, but maybe it should be amended after a few 

years, after that tightening up is accomplished. 
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CH: You had expressed an interest, when you were first going into the Legislature, on 

human resources issues. Did you have a chance to make any headway in those fields? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. I don't think I was put on committees that dealt with those 

problems, and I don't remember anything significant, except in the area of pollution, which 

you might say is a little bit off the track of human resources but not completely off the track. 

There was an effort in the 1961 Legislature to emasculate our air and water pollution laws 

by an amendment that was put in under the leadership of Senator Walter Pearson. Put in 

to modify our water and air pollution laws by saying that they could only be enforced when 

it was economically and technically feasible for industry to do what should be done to stop 

pollution. Well, the few people that were strong on environment in those days, and on 

pollution in those days, were very quick to recognize that it would just end our efforts to 

improve the situation in Oregon, so I worked very hard in trying to defeat that. I was 

unsuccessful in the Senate, but I think I played a role in the House to get it defeated. 

 

 [End of Tape 3, Side 1] 
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Tape 3, Side 2 
1991 May 29 

 
 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub. This is Tape 3, Side B. 

You were talking about the water pollution and air pollution measure in the 

Legislature. I noticed that the Oregon Voter referred to you as an enthusiastic and 

thoughtful proponent of natural resources and conservation. Was that because of that 

effort or were there other things that you did? 

 

STRAUB: Well, there might have been other things, but I don't recall them. I'm very 

pleased at that classification. I didn't remember that the Oregon Voter was that generous. 

 

CH: That's a Republican oriented... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: So were there any other environmental issues? 

 

STRAUB: I'm sure there were, but I just don't remember them. They weren't of major 

importance. 

 

CH: I note that later you were quite involved with land-use planning, and I was 

wondering whether during this time there was anything in the Legislature dealing with any 

kind of land-use planning or those kinds of issues, zoning or... 

 

STRAUB: That came later, that all came later. 

 

CH: Were there any logging or timber issues during that time? 
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STRAUB: Not that I remember. I really can't hardly remember what were the major 

issues in those two terms. 

 

CH: That was a long time ago, wasn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, and there weren't the major issues at that time. There wasn't the 

pressing demand for increased financing for education. I mean, things weren't in good 

shape, but the public generally thought everything was in good shape. 

 

CH: Was that an illusion? Were things not really as in good a shape as... 

 

STRAUB: Well, it certainly wasn't as critical as it became later as the population 

increased and the pollution increased. 

 

CH: Did anything happen on your Military Affairs Committee? 

 

STRAUB: Oh no, no. That was a joke. That was a pretty good — I mean, I thought it was 

funny that Walter Pearson thought up the idea of — since there was pressure from the 

Register-Guard — he left me off all the committees initially, all of them. And since Lane 

County and the Register-Guard were pretty significant factors in Oregon, the Register-

Guard lowered the boom on [him]. 

 

CH: Were there any standing committees or interim committees that you were involved 

with? 

 

STRAUB: I was on the Agriculture Interim Committee. 

 

CH: What came up there? 
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STRAUB: I can't remember. 

 

CH: What was your reelection like for the state Senate? 

 

STRAUB: I didn't run for reelection. I only served one term. Two sessions, but only one 

term. 

 

CH: Two sessions but one term, okay. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Senators are elected for four years. 

 

CH: Were there any special projects in your district that you supported? 

 

STRAUB: This youth camp was very popular in the district. 

 

CH: Was that just for your own district or was that statewide? 

 

STRAUB: It was statewide. 

 

CH: Were there any other particular issues in your district, or projects that you were 

trying to sponsor? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. 

 

CH: What kinds of groups and organizations outside of the Democratic party were you 

involved with at the time? 
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STRAUB: I don't think any. I was a member of the American Legion and the Lions. I got 

kicked out of the Lions for not attending meetings regularly enough. You know, I wasn't a 

big joiner, and so I wasn't a member of a lot of groups. 

 

CH: Did you have any notable staff on your — when you were working in the Senate? 

 

STRAUB: I had a fellow named Paul Green — I think his name was Green — that I had 

picked for my secretary. I didn't think anything about it. I liked the fellow and I thought he 

was capable and he wanted to have the experience and didn't have another job, so I chose 

him. It was a mistake because I think he was the only male in the secretaries' typing pool 

room and he didn't feel comfortable. Part way through the session he quit. 

 

CH: And then he was replaced by? 

 

STRAUB: By a woman. I can't remember her name now. I was just a little bit ahead of 

my time. Now there are a number of male secretaries who do very good work. 

 

CH: What kind of business practices did you have going on at the time? Were you still 

involved in any construction contracting or — you had mentioned your farm. 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I was involved in running the farm where we live in Goshen, and then I 

bought a farm in Creswell, a 400-acre place, and on weekends I'd do what little work I 

could do. 

 

CH: Did you have any contracting going on at the time? 

 

STRAUB: I think that either I had my foreman running my contracting business or I had 

sold it out to my foreman by this time. When I was elected county commissioner, which 

was a full-time job, I turned the management of the company over to my foreman. 
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CH: On your Creswell farm, or really either farm, did you have anything other than cattle? 

 

STRAUB: No. Hay, but it all related to cattle.  

 

CH: Did your being in the Legislature cause any financial constraints upon your means 

of living? You had a big family at that point, didn't you, six kids? 

 

STRAUB: Six, yes. No, it was no problem. We haven't been big, high money earners, 

but we haven't been big spenders, either, so we've gotten along very comfortably. 

 

CH: In 1960, for the Democratic convention, were you involved with that convention at 

all? 

 

STRAUB: I think I was chairman. 

 

CH: You were chairman of the Democratic... 

 

STRAUB: State, the state party. 

 

CH: So did you go to the convention? 

 

STRAUB: Here in Salem? 

 

CH: That was with — I'm thinking of the national convention. 

 

STRAUB: Oh, oh. 1960. Yes, I went to that. That was in Los Angeles. 

 

CH: With Kennedy, Humphrey, and... 
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STRAUB: Adlai Stevenson. 

 

CH: That was in 1956, wasn't it? 

 

STRAUB: No, it was 1960. There was an abortive uprising to get Stevenson nominated. 

In fact, Howard Morgan rushed down, was called and rushed down, to put his nomination 

through the convention. 

 

CH: What was your relationship to all the things that were going on? 

 

STRAUB: Just as state party Chairman. 

 

CH: Who did you support? 

 

STRAUB: Kennedy. 

 

CH: I had heard that Wayne Morse attacked Kennedy, Johnson, and Humphrey. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. He was running, himself, you know. 

 

CH: In 1960 for president? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. He ran in Oregon. I'm not positive, but I know he talked about it because 

I met in the Marion Hotel with him during our state Democratic convention, and I think he 

ran, and of course Kennedy won. I'm not sure he ran outside of Oregon. I'm not sure. 

 

CH: Maybe it was like a favorite-son candidate? 
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STRAUB: It never got very far off the ground, I know. 

 

CH: Was his relationship with the Democratic party, nationally, pretty good? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: Were you involved in corralling the votes from Oregon? 

 

STRAUB: No. I told him that we had to be neutral, the party had to be neutral. He 

wanted the party to support him and I told him the party had to be neutral in the race, in 

the contest between him and Kennedy and Humphrey. 

 

CH: How did the Oregon vote split, then? Do you recall? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. 

 

CH: Do you know if the majority voted for Kennedy? 

 

STRAUB: Here in Oregon? 

 

CH: Yes. 

 

STRAUB: I have the feeling that Kennedy won the primary, yes. 

 

CH: Was that the first convention that you had gone to, national convention? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was that experience like for you? Did you enjoy it? 
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STRAUB: I can't say it's — I didn't enjoy it quite as much as a walk through the woods. 

I mean, it's awful noisy and a lot of busy, busy stuff, and a lot of everything is all determined 

ahead of time. 

 

CH: During the time that you were Democratic state chairman, what was your 

relationship like with the Republicans at the time, particularly with Peter Gunne — who was 

the Republican state chairman? Was there any — did you forge any relationship? 

 

STRAUB: We debated a few times. We differed on a lot of stuff, but I think we were 

always, not bosom buddies, but were friendly and respectful toward each other. I always 

looked upon him as a well-motivated person. 

 

CH: The Republicans were going through a change as well, weren't they, with the 

progressive, liberal Republicans. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. The Packwood wing. 

 

CH: The Packwood-Hatfield. What was happening to the Republican party at that time 

in regards to that? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. My only awareness was Peter Gunner, in the many times that 

we met together to present the views of our party, and I thought he was a very intelligent 

and reasonable person, but conservative. I mean, more so than I. But that's about all I 

remember. 

 

CH: How did he fit in with the moderate, liberal... 

 

STRAUB: Oh, I think he was part of that group. 
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CH: In 1962 you had a run for Congress, didn't you? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: That was against Bob Duncan? 

 

STRAUB: Well, Charlie Porter and Bob Duncan. 

 

CH: Charlie Porter was a friend of yours, wasn't he? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was that like? 

 

STRAUB: Well, of course, Lane County being the dominant county in the district, it was 

very difficult to succeed where a person as well-known as Charlie was also running for the 

nomination. I got more votes than Charlie in Lane County. He had been in Congress. I don't 

know if he was running for reelection or if he had been defeated prior to that and was out 

of office and trying to come back, but he was well liked and well thought of, and, of course, 

Bob Duncan was a very well-liked and able fellow. I lost the district, but at least I was 

pleased that I carried Lane County. I'm glad that I lost the election because I know now 

that I would have been very uncomfortable in Congress, in trying to live in Washington, 

D.C. It's not my nature, it's not my cup of tea. I'd rather live closer to the earth, closer to my 

ranches and farms and timber. 

 

CH: Did you realize that at the time? 

 

STRAUB: No. I was just anxious in advancing up the ladder. 
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CH: Did you have a goal that... 

 

STRAUB: No, not that I recall. 

 

CH: Were there any other motivations for running for Congress, aside from just your own 

career advancement? 

 

STRAUB: No, no, that's all. 

 

CH: Were you thinking about other positions at this time? 

 

STRAUB: No. I don't even remember who the Republican was that we would be 

opposing. I just can't recall. 

 

CH: The views of yours compared to Duncan's and Charlie Porter's, how would you 

contrast them? 

 

STRAUB: I would say that I probably was in the middle, that Charlie was more liberal 

and daring than I, and Bob Duncan maybe a little more cautious and laid back than I. 

 

CH: When did you start thinking about running for treasurer? 

 

STRAUB: Well, not very much before I actually filed. I had some urgings from other 

Democrats. The problem is that no Democrat was available to run, and Howard Belton was 

believed to be unbeatable, as he always had been in the past in his various political races. 

A man of utmost honor and integrity. In fact, he called himself Mr. Integrity. You know, my 

chances — I think I looked upon it as mainly doing a party duty in a hopeless cause, but in 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

83 
 

the process getting some benefit out of it in developing a little bit of statewide, a broader 

statewide, recognition. 

 

CH: So was there any opposition for the nomination? 

 

STRAUB: No. Nobody wanted it, really. It wasn't that I scared them off. 

 

CH: In the primary there were no independent — well, not in the primary, but I mean 

there were no marginal candidates? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I can't recall. I can't recall there were any. If there were any, they weren't 

— you know, they were just gestures. 

 

CH: What convinced you to run, then? What did you want to do? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think I analyzed it that carefully. I think I thought I could afford it 

financially and I wanted to develop more statewide attention, recognition, and I thought 

somebody had to run and not leave the spot vacant. 

 

CH: Who was urging you, then, to? 

 

STRAUB: Just a few people. It wasn't any big groundswell. 

 

CH: On your platform you were supporting mental health and institutional care of the 

state's wards and correctional problems. How did this enter into your views? 

 

STRAUB: That, of course, is all that elected me is my identification with issues dealing 

with people. That caused a spark of interest in our campaign. Otherwise, nobody would 

have paid any attention to the campaign. The state treasurer was on the Board of Control, 
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one of the three members of the Board of Control, and in those days the Board of Control 

controlled all of the state institutions. So the state treasurer had as much to say about the 

prisons and the mentally retarded home, the Fairview Home, and the state health program 

as the governor did, and it was on the board of control issues that I did most of my 

campaigning. 

 

CH: And I believe that you said you were interested in breaking the solid control, the 

Republican control. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I thought that was evil. I said that's an awful group. It’s got to stop.  

 

CH: [Laughs] The Oregon Voter, again, referred to your hitting hard on Belton and 

“making lively headline news.” What was that in reference to? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I know that part of the headlines were caused by the fact that Howell 

Appling, who was on the Board of Control — see, when I would attack the Board of Control 

and say what a disgraceful job the board was doing in regard to mental health and — 

primarily mental health and corrections. I wanted to get Howard Belton to come forth and 

attack me so I'd get a debate, a dialogue, going between Howard Belton and myself.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

CH: You were mentioning a minute ago that you were trying to establish a dialogue with 

Howard Belton. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. And he would never pay any attention to me, which was smart on his 

part, being an incumbent and well thought of, no one paying attention to the office. But I 

said something that got under the hide of Howell Appling, and Howell Appling had a 

capacity for inflammatory phrase making. He said something to me about having 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

85 
 

something for brains, I would be something, something, and it just — you know, it just 

devastated me. It didn't really, but it was very strong language, and that began getting me 

publicity. I mean, from then on I got more attention from the press, and Howell Appling 

helped elect me. And then, finally, Howard Belton, I guess, was — toward the end of the 

campaign Howard Belton was told, either by a poll or his advisers, that I was moving up 

and he'd better do stuff, so then he began appearing jointly with me on several church 

platforms. But he never had to defend himself. He was always a highly respected 

officeholder and candidate. In fact, I don't understand to this day why he wasn't elected 

governor, because I remember looking through old publicity about Howard Belton, and he 

was the heir apparent for three or four different governors campaigns, that Howard Belton 

was the man that was going to run, and he never quite put it together, but he was a well-

thought-of person. 

 

CH: Did he run at any point? Did he try to run for governor? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know if he did, but he was Speaker of the House and was president 

of the Senate. 

 

CH: Was he overshadowed by Hatfield at the time? 

 

STRAUB: No, no. He was before Hatfield. I mean, his statewide prominence was before 

Hatfield. 

 

CH: Did you have particular issues that you were addressing in reference to the 

correctional problems? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: What was it that you were trying to address in that? 
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STRAUB: Trying to get more attention to rehabilitation, trying to get opportunities for 

more of the minimum-security prisoners to do useful work outside, in a camp situation. You 

know, talking about things that I thought at the time were meritorious. I'm not sure 

anymore, actually, how much rehabilitation you can do for the majority of people who are 

committed to the penitentiary. 

 

CH: Why is that? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it's just a matter of evidence. I'm not sure that you can rehabilitate very 

much within a pen. 

 

CH: In terms of the institutional care of the state wards, what did you mean by that? What 

were you aiming towards in that part of your platform? 

 

STRAUB: In terms of what? 

 

CH: The institutional care of the state's wards. 

 

STRAUB: That would be probably the mental health people, the state mental health 

hospital. 

 

CH: What were you trying to do there? 

 

STRAUB: Well again, trying — in the hospital — and I still believe that we can and 

should do more in the hospitals to help cure people. In fact, I was instrumental, when I was 

governor, in working with Dr. Brooks, who was supervisor of the state hospital, to open a 

ward on trying to correct or cure sexual deviants rather than just lock them up in the pen 

and then five years later turn them loose again.  
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[Tape stops] 

 

I think now that we should be doing more in the hospitals in terms of rehabilitation, 

spending more. I think probably we should be doing less in the penitentiaries. I think the 

chance of rehabilitating in that strict, structured, rigid environment is — doesn't work. If you 

can get them out on parole or if you can get them out into a work camp, there's some 

chance, but in that pen, it's too dreadful a place. 

 

CH: What was your first term like as treasurer? You were working with Governor Hatfield 

at the time. 

 

STRAUB: It was very good. The first year I was in office I proposed a bill which would 

allow retirement fund monies and other state monies to be invested in equities, and this 

was a major step forward and a major change. One of the issues of my campaign for state 

treasurer was let's get the money out from under the mattress and put it to work, and this 

is what I was doing in proposing this bill. Buy stocks, get good long-term growth stocks for 

retirement fund monies, for a portion of the monies, and that would produce more security 

and more income for retirees when they retired. It was not approved in the 1965 

Legislature. Some of the legislators said, “Well, Straub's too new. We're not sure about this. 

We better see how he does for another two years.” So I came back in the 1967 Legislature 

and they did approve it. And, of course, this has been the basis for the phenomenally 

successful growth of the retirement fund money. It's been extremely successful.  

We were the first state in the nation that allowed investing retirement fund monies 

in stocks. Part of the reason we've been so successful is because I had the foresight to put 

in the bill that the investment decisions in buying stocks had to be made by outside 

investment management companies and not be made by the state treasurer. Since I was 

the state treasurer, I was objective in putting that requirement in there, but I think it's 
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proved one of the main reasons the fund has done so well because we've had to hire 

outside professional money managers. 

 

CH: How did you first come up with this plan if it was the first in the country? 

 

STRAUB: Just that I had always — I had invested in stocks for many years and was 

aware of that, and reading, and I just knew if you believe in America, you believe in the 

capitalistic system and you believe in the future of this country, you've got to believe in the 

value of owning a part of it, rather than just being in a position of loaning money to other 

people who own it. 

 

CH: Did you get much publicity nationally or regionally for... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. We had... 

 

CH: At the time, when you first started this program? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it took some time, a year or two, before we began to show that it could 

be successful, and slowly one state after another fell into line. I don't know the facts now, 

but I would estimate the majority of states in the nation now have a similar type legislation. 

 

CH: What company did you choose to... 

 

STRAUB: We chose three initially, and there are now seventeen because of the big 

growth of the fund. We started with about five hundred million. The fund now is twelve-

and-a-half-billion dollars. 

 

CH: Was this part of the efforts of Roger Meier that later on... 
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STRAUB: He was not part of getting this enacted, no. He was appointed to the 

investment council and took over a chairman after I left office. I was chairman during the 

time I was in office. 

 

CH: What was it like working with Hatfield at that time? Were there mutual efforts that 

you... 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: How did he react to your initiative in this matter regarding investing state money for 

the retirement funds? 

 

STRAUB: He didn't play any role. When did he leave for the Senate? 

 

CH: He was elected in 1966 and he started in 1967. 

 

STRAUB: He was gone. When the Legislature approved the bill, he was 

in the Senate. 

 

CH: Were you working on it with other people on his staff that... 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: What about your work on the Board of Control, then? Being the first [Democrat], 

what was your relationship like with the other people, then? 

 

STRAUB: Well actually, the alignment was more frequently with Tom McCall and myself 

on one side and Governor Hatfield on the other side. Tom McCall was really a Democrat 

in sheep's clothing. He was a very liberal and forthright and wonderful man. 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

90 
 

 

CH: How would you characterize his relationship during this time with Governor 

Hatfield? 

 

STRAUB: Strained. 

 

CH: Was that because of their philosophical differences? 

 

STRAUB: I think so. 

 

CH: Were there other factors? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: During this same time you were also working, or was it maybe the Board of Control 

that was working, with the clean water measures and air and Willamette greenway. 

 

STRAUB: That wasn't Board of Control. I was the one that started the greenway. I called 

it Willamette Rediscovered. 

 

CH: When was that that you started on that? 

 

STRAUB: I started in the 1966 campaign for governor. 

 

CH: And also the public ownership of beaches? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, about the same time. A little later, maybe, the beaches. 

 

CH: What all did the Board of Control — what were their duties? 
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STRAUB: Their duties were to manage all the state institutions. For mental retarded, 

for the delinquent boys, delinquent girls, prison, state health, T.B. [Tuberculosis]. There 

wasn't much of that, but what there was, we managed. 

 

 
[End of Tape 3, Side 2] 
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Tape 4, Side 1 
1991 May 29 

 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub in his home in Salem, Oregon. The 

interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. The date is May 29, 1991. 

This is Tape 4, Side A. 

So we were talking about the duties of the Board of Control and your meetings that 

you would have. How often would you get together? 

 

STRAUB: We'd get together maybe twice a month. It varied depending on what the 

staff thought needed attention. 

 

CH: Who were the other members of the board aside from Hatfield? 

 

STRAUB: Tom McCall. 

 

CH: Just the three of you? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Were there other duties or responsibilities aside from the state institutions? 

 

STRAUB: We were also on the state — we were the state land board, which was a 

different function. It was looking after both some timberlands that the state had that 

belonged to the common school fund and some rangelands in eastern Oregon that we 

had jurisdiction over that also belonged to the common school fund. 

 

CH: Were there any contentious issues that you had to deal with then? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. 
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CH: So it was pretty much management, then? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did you have people on your staff that looked after those interests? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: What was your staff like? 

 

STRAUB: Well, compared to the staff the state treasurer has now, it was pretty 

picayune. I had a deputy, I had two key people in the back office that took care of bonds 

and investing short-term money, and then I had a fellow named Jim George who I hired to 

handle the investment fund for the state, and secretarial help, and that was about it. 

 

CH: In part of your effort of consolidating and managing the state lands your hope for 

that was that it would produce more income for the common school fund? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Is that indeed what it accomplished? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. Most of that land is pretty poor land, and whether it was justified 

to put the kind of money in that we put in to improve the lands or not, I've had no way to 

follow up on that. 

 

CH: I was reading that you had established a new system of cash flow control. I don't 

believe you've mentioned anything about that. 
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STRAUB: I don't know about that. You mean in the treasurer's office? 

 

CH: Yes, in the treasurer's office. 

 

STRAUB: Well, the one thing I did do was to get after all the state agencies to deposit 

checks promptly so we could put it to work earning short-term interest yields. Sometimes 

I found that some of our agencies had collected large sums of money, like some of our 

regulatory agencies, even the revenue department, sometimes checks worth sizeable 

amounts of money wouldn't be cashed for three weeks or a month. 

 

CH: I think the Oregonian said that it reduced noninterest-bearing cash balances from 

14 percent of available funds to two percent. 

 

STRAUB: God, that's pretty good. I didn't remember that. That's good. 

 

CH: What was your reelection like, then, for your second term as treasurer? 

 

STRAUB: There was no problem. I did have some opposition from a person named 

Pearl, who was a professor at the University of Oregon, a flamboyant sort of a fellow, but 

it was no trouble getting reelected. 

 

CH: What about Rep. [Ancil Page?]? Was he running against you? I thought there was 

some mention of him, from Beaverton? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I remember him now. When did Dr. Pearl run? Did he run at the same 

time? Oh, [Ancil?] maybe was the Republican who ran against me. 

 

CH: Oh, you were talking about the nomination. 
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STRAUB: Dr. Pearl ran in the primary against me. He was a Democrat, and [Ancil Page?] 

was a Republican. He's the best the Republicans could come up with. It was no contest, 

even. 

 

CH: So it wasn't a major campaign? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: During that second term you then began working with Tom McCall as governor. 

Was your rapport with him much different than with Hatfield previously? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. I always had a very close relationship with Tom. We were the same, 

we had the same basic value system, and I respected Tom and enjoyed his company so 

much. He always had a sense of humor, we just — I never, never could find anything to 

criticize him at all. 

 

CH: Do you recall when you first met him? 

 

STRAUB: Yeah, I can. I was state chairman and I would take up a news release — I was 

from Eugene. I'd take up a news release to the big city of Portland and go around to the 

news commentators to leave off my release, and most of them would say, “Lay it over 

there.” Not the slightest bit of attention. And here was this newscaster from Channel 8 that 

had the courtesy to ask me to sit down until he read it because he might want to ask me 

some questions. He was courteous and he treated me like a real human being, and that 

was Tom McCall. All the difference in the world between the way he treated a nobody and 

the way other big-shot newscasters treated a nobody. They treated a nobody like he was 

a nobody, and Tom treated a nobody like he was a somebody. I can't say anything but very 

complimentary things about Tom. 
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CH: What about during the time that he was secretary of state? 

 

STRAUB: Always worked very closely together. 

 

CH: Were there any particular issues you worked out with him, or projects? 

 

STRAUB: Well, in terms of rehabilitation and — no, I'm sure that we walked the same 

road together. 

 

CH: What about when he ran for governor in 1966? How was your position on that, being 

a Democrat and yet having a close relationship with him? 

 

STRAUB: It made it difficult. I remember I had a meeting in Coos Bay one time, and the 

longshoremen down there were very strong politically. The leader of the longshoremen 

came up to me after the meeting and he said, “Straub, you're not going to win this race 

unless you can pound on Tom McCall about something.” I said, “Well, it's kind of hard to 

pound on him when we really basically agree on everything.” “Well,” he said, “you can find 

something to go after him on. You've got to find something to go after him on.” Then in a 

little bit he came back to me and he says, “I know. Doesn't he have a son or somebody 

that's on drugs?” He wanted to make an issue out of that, and Sam McCall was a young 

fellow that I happened to think a lot of. He was kind of a neighbor where we used to live 

in downtown Salem, and then he was on drugs and had a very sad, very difficult problem, 

but he was a very gentle and kind and thoughtful young guy. 

 

CH: This was in 1966? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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CH: What was that campaign like for you, then, aside from? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it just was a chance to — you know, it wasn't opposing Tom McCall so 

much as it was a chance for me to get around, and, if I did anything, I tried to criticize the 

Republicans. There was nothing I could criticize Tom McCall about.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

CH: We were talking about Governor McCall and your race against him in 1966. Actually, 

maybe you could describe what his program was for Oregon. I know that your views were 

very similar, but did he have a particular program he had in mind for Oregon? 

 

STRAUB: I know that he was very strong on cleaning up pollution, he was very strong 

on the natural resources of the state, he was very strong on the state doing what it could 

do to help rehabilitate people that were in difficulty. He was a very liberal, enlightened, 

caring person, and I don't mean to say this facetiously, but he really was a Democrat at 

heart, or what I identify as a Democrat. 

 

CH: Why did you decide to run at that point? 

 

STRAUB: You know, you just were reaching for the next rung. You just wanted to keep 

going up. 

 

CH: But you didn't — when did that first come into your mind? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. The fact is that — at least, I know in 1966 that there was no 

other Democrat with the name familiarity that I had built up in the state, and so again, who 

else was there to run? And I wanted to be governor. You know, I would have been very 

happy if I'd had the chance to get elected earlier. 
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CH: So did you have any primary opposition? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember. It wasn't major if I did have. 

 

CH: The Oregon Voter has been very kind to you. They've said... 

 

STRAUB: You know, I hardly ever read the Oregon Voter, and I didn't realize what a 

good publication it is.  

 

CH: [Laughs] Well, they said here that “by 1966, he —” referring to you — “had doubled 

the productive efforts of the treasurer's staff without adding new people or spending more 

money.” Was that a goal of yours to do that? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You had mentioned limiting bureaucracy. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. We tried to cut out stuff that didn't produce anything. 

 

CH: And you cut the state employees by nine percent, I understand, during that same 

time? 

 

STRAUB: I don' t remember. 

 

CH: Was there any anger over that? Any state employees being reduced, did that cause 

any problems or dissention? 
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STRAUB: No. I don't recall that I actually fired anybody, but I think when somebody 

retired or quit or moved on to something else, we didn't replace them. What do they call it, 

by attrition, reducing the force by attrition. So that doesn't create hard feelings or 

hardships. 

 

CH: Right. Is there anything else about your two terms of treasurer that you'd like to 

comment on that we haven't thus far? 

 

STRAUB: No. No, I think you've covered it very well. 

 

CH: Well, after leaving the treasurer's office, what was your next step at that point? You 

had run for governor once, but there was an intervening... 

 

STRAUB: Two years. 

 

CH: What did you do during that time? 

 

STRAUB: Pat and I traveled for the first time in our lives. We went to Spain and Greece 

and Kenya. 

 

CH: This would have been in 19... 

 

STRAUB: 1972 or 1973. 

 

CH: How long were you gone?  

 

STRAUB: Oh about three weeks, a month. I don't remember. 

 

CH: You had never had a chance to travel like that before? 
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STRAUB: No. Well, our kids were always too young. 

 

CH: Did any of your kids go with you? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: When you came back, then what were you involved in? 

 

STRAUB: My own stuff, ranching and — I never went back to building mainly because 

I didn't feel that I wanted to try to compete with the fellow that had bought out my building 

business. I just didn't feel that it was right for me to compete with him. 

 

CH: Where was your family at this point? 

 

STRAUB: In Goshen. They were — were they all gone when we took our trip to Kenya 

and Spain? Were they all moved out of the house? 

 

PS: Yeah, I think they were. I think Bill had started college down in the South. He would 

be the last one. 

Soup's ready, and I rang the bell for Wally. Is he out on the tractor somewhere? 

 

STRAUB: Yeah. 

 

PS: So he won't hear it, then. We can eat anytime. 

 

CH: Should we stop at this point? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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[Tape stops] 

 

CH: Were there any differences between your 1966 campaign and the 1970 campaign? 

 

STRAUB: The main difference in 1970 — I think it was 1970 — was the American Legion 

was having their national convention in Portland and the hippies and others were going to 

picket the convention and parade and protest as part of that Vietnam syndrome when 

there was so much demonstration and anger, and it looked like it would be a very 

troublesome confrontation. Governor McCall hit upon the idea, or somebody did and he 

advanced it, of opening the McIver Park, which was a park in an adjoining county, for the 

use of these people during the weekend that the American Legion was having its 

convention in Portland, to draw these young people away where they wouldn't be a 

problem. And it worked very successfully and got him a lot of acclaim for bold leadership. 

I took the position that giving in to young people like that was a mistake, that it was the 

wrong thing for him to do. In looking back, of course, I recognize that it was a very wise 

thing to do. 

 

CH: What was your approach at the time? 

 

STRAUB: To oppose it, to say it was a mistake. 

 

CH: Did you have a suggestion, an alternative, as to how you would have handled it? 

 

STRAUB: Just enforce the law. Just have enough National Guard and police, so that 

you could enforce the law. But I now feel, and have felt for some time, that it was a very 

skillful maneuver that he proposed and executed. 

 

CH: What were your views on the Vietnam War? 
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STRAUB: I felt like a lot of other people felt, that it was an involvement that was a 

tragedy for the country. 

 

CH: Did you feel that from early on? 

 

STRAUB: I'm not sure. I think my initial feelings were that when people are called by 

the government to serve that they should serve, and you can't have every soldier second-

guessing the foreign policies of this country. But it wasn't very long before I, too, became 

disenchanted and felt that it was an endless pit that we had gotten into, a bottomless pit. 

 

CH: Was there any particular incident that caused that? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Did it come up in the campaign at all? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so, no. 

 

CH: And Governor McCall's view? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: Having opposed him once and lost, did you feel that you were just in the same 

situation that you were the first time when you ran against him the second time, that 

somebody from the Democratic party needed to run and there was really nobody else? 
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STRAUB: I can't remember that there was anybody else that had as much of a prospect 

as I had of defeating him, although I never was laboring under false illusions as to my 

prospect. 

 

CH: What did you feel that your chances were of winning? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I felt I had a chance. Actually, the polls early in the campaign showed 

that we were even in 1970. 

 

CH: What was there to cause disenchantment with Tom McCall's administration during 

the first term if you were even in the polls? 

 

STRAUB: I think there was a general feeling of a lack of leadership on his part, and 

McIver — I know that's hard to believe because he was characterized by having very strong 

leadership, and he did have very strong leadership, but it's my recollection that maybe 

most of that occurred in the second administration. When I opposed him between his first 

and second, he was running on the performance of the first administration and there was 

not too vigorous a leadership in the first — at least I was attacking him on that — and then 

along came the McIver Park episode which showed real strong leadership, and that kind 

of jerked the rug out from under me. 

 

CH: After you left your position as treasurer and then you were out of circulation, more 

or less, politically because of your travels and your farm, and things like that, did you know 

at that point that you were going to be going on into other political activities? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Were you reassessing everything at that time?  
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STRAUB: No. Just living day-to-day. 

 

CH: What made you want to get involved in politics again? 

 

STRAUB: You mean when I ran for state treasurer? 

 

CH: After you finished your two terms as treasurer. 

 

STRAUB: The two years. 

 

CH: And the two years in between. 

 

STRAUB: No, I wanted to run because I thought I had a chance to get elected with Tom 

out of the picture. 

 

CH: And who else was interested in running at the time? 

 

STRAUB: Among the Democrats? 

 

CH: Among Democrats. 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. 

 

CH: And Republicans? 

 

STRAUB: Vic Atiyeh. 

 

CH: Were there others? 
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STRAUB: Yes, there were others. I can't remember now who they were. 

 

CH: The debates that you had with Tom McCall were characterized as the Tom and Bob 

show. How did that come about? 

 

STRAUB: Where are you going?  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

CH: So how did the Tom and Bob show get started? How did that reference get...? 

 

STRAUB: Well, we had a debate and it was obvious that Tom McCall and I looked on 

important issues with a very similar set of eyes, and so it was very — how do you disagree 

with somebody you don't disagree with? If you're going to be honest, you're going to say 

what you think, and we both felt the same way about the basic issues of the state. 

 

CH: And personal issues were kept out of the campaign for both of you? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes, yes. 

 

CH: Did you have personal communications during the campaign? 

 

STRAUB: No, no. We tried to beat each other. But I always said that being defeated by 

Tom McCall was really a very painless situation. 

 

CH: Was your support from the Democratic party pretty strong? 

 

STRAUB: Well, as I said earlier, it's a misnomer to say “the support from the Democratic 

party.” I think the Democratic party doesn't have much support to give. 
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CH: What was happening to the conservative elements in the state, both Republican 

and Democrat, when they see two basically liberal candidates running for governor over 

and over again? Were they feeling somehow disenfranchised or left out? 

 

STRAUB: I was fairly comfortable because the Democrats, of course, traditionally are 

more liberal than the Republicans, and so my position was not at cross-purposes, at least 

with the Democratic leadership, the visible part of the Democratic party. Tom McCall had 

never had a close relationship with the conservative wing of the Republican party, never 

had, even when he wanted to oppose Edith Green, way back, running for Congress. The 

group in the Arlington Club that ran the show in those days just told Tom that he wouldn't 

do, and they wouldn't support him. So he didn't lose much if he lost the conservative wing 

because he never had that support. 

 

CH: But even in the Democratic party there was still a conservative group. 

 

STRAUB: Yes, but they voted Republican anyway, so there was no loss. 

 

CH: And forging this moderate-liberal coalition for the Republicans was a pretty big 

chore, though, wasn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What would you say Tom McCall's major contributions were during his two terms as 

governor? 

 

STRAUB: His support of and leadership for land-use planning, his support of and 

leadership in the bottle bill, and generally his performance of decency toward everything 

he dealt with. 
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CH: How about his abilities as an administrator over — as the chief executive of the 

state? 

 

STRAUB: I don't have any way to judge that. It's very hard to judge that in a governor. 

 

CH: Really? Why? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it's so dispersed. The agencies are so dispersed and there are so many 

of them and the governor's role is — you know, it's so much public visibility kind of stuff, 

which is important, leadership in the Legislature, that it's just very hard to tell whether the 

administrative people are doing an efficient job or not. 

 

CH: Even as having been governor yourself? 

 

STRAUB: Even when you're governor it's hard to tell. Because there's so much of it 

and you can't personally get involved and make a judgment on different situations that 

might call for that. You just have to rely on the people you've selected to head up the 

agencies to do the best they can, and unless there's some great conflagration or some 

gross violation, you leave it alone because you've got so many other things to deal with. 

 

CH: What was his relationship with Wayne Morse like by this time? 

 

STRAUB: Who, mine? 

 

CH: No, Governor McCall. Was his relationship fairly smooth, or how would you 

characterize it? 
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STRAUB: I don't really remember what it was like, but I would assume that it was a 

respectful relationship between the two. I would think so, but I can't recall any personal 

feelings or personal observations in that area. 

 

CH: During this period just before you ran for governor against Vic Atiyeh, you had your 

ranch in eastern Oregon by this point? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: When did you come into possession of that? 

 

STRAUB: 1962. 

 

CH: Could you tell me just a little about it? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it's in Wheeler County, which is a beautiful county. It's in the John Day 

River canyon, in the rimrock country, sagebrush, juniper, and pine. We're right at the 

transition zone of that growth. It's good cattle country, it's very cold in the winter, a lot of 

bunch grass, good high-nutritional bunch grass for feed for cattle, and it's just something 

that I've enjoyed having and work I enjoy doing. Not a big moneymaker, although the last 

couple of years we've made a little bit of money. 

 

CH: You still have it, then? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. For a number of years we lost money every year. We still have it. We 

even bought another thousand-acre ranch adjoining ours so we could have a little more 

grazing land. 

 

CH: So you have how many acres now? 
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STRAUB: Eight thousand. 

 

CH: Why did you decide to get land that was so far away from here? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was a disadvantage, really, but it was cheaper and it was available. 

 

CH: Do you get over there very often? 

 

STRAUB: I haven't lately, but normally I do, yes. 

 

CH: And you did during that time? I mean, before you were governor or after you 

became governor did you get over there? 

 

STRAUB: No, I can't say — no, I wasn't over there very much while I was governor. 

There just wasn't the opportunity. 

 

CH: During the period before you were governor did you get over there? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Would you take the family? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yeah, most of the time. 

 

CH: And who did you have there to oversee the place? 
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STRAUB: I had a fellow there who was raised in the community, but he's gone now and 

I've got another fellow who's from Mt. Angel, a fellow named Joe [Kintz?], and he's doing 

an excellent job building up the ranch. 

 

CH: Is he there by himself? 

 

STRAUB: No. He has one other man working there, and his wife is there with him.  

 

CH: Were there other activities that — were you involved in some real estate as well, 

real estate activities, during that time just prior to when you were governor? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I bought a tree farm out at Willamina. That's about all. 

 

CH: And your family was where at this point? Your kids? 

 

STRAUB: Oh, they'd left, they'd grown and weren't living with us. 

 

CH: Did you have grandchildren at that point? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: But they were all out of school? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You had six children? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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CH: Then one died? 

 

STRAUB: The youngest one was killed in a highway accident in Texas. He was 

hitchhiking in Texas. 

 

CH: When did that happen? 

 

STRAUB: February of 1974. 

 

CH: So you had just become governor then? 

 

STRUB: No, I became governor in 1975. 

 

CH: Were there other political activities that you were involved prior to your becoming 

governor? 

 

STRAUB: No. It was fallow. 

 

CH: But you were involved in the Democratic party, in Democratic party activities? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: How did you put your 1974 campaign together? Who did you... 

 

 
[End of Tape 4, Side 1] 
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Tape 4, Side 2 
1991 May 29 

 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub. This is Tape 4, Side B. 

 

STRAUB: Ken Johnson always was a key — usually the key person in my campaign, 

and he was my deputy when I was state treasurer. A long-time friend and very savvy 

political fellow. I can't recall who the formal chairman might have been in the — which 

campaign? 1974? 

 

CH: 1974. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was the nomination like for that in the primary? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember that there was any. I don't mean to insult or slight anybody, 

but I just can't recall in 1974. I can't remember any in 1974 or in 1978. 

 

CH: But in 1978 you were running for reelection, but in 1974 this is your third run for the 

governorship. How was the press and people in general viewing this run? 

 

STRAUB: There was no attention paid to the fact that I was a has-been or an also-ran 

or here he goes again, here's a loser going again. There never was any hint of that sort of 

a feeling. 

 

CH: Was there an expectation that now that Tom McCall was gone that this was your 

turn for the governorship? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. I don't think it was a “your turn” kind of a feeling. 
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CH: What kind of a platform did you run on? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. Something original, probably, like leadership, efficiency in 

government. 

 

CH: But you were opposing Vic Atiyeh at that point. Did he have much of a challenge 

for the nomination? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. 

 

CH: What about debates? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I guess we had a few. I don't really remember much about them. I don't 

think they played a significant role. Actually, there weren't many debates with McCall 

either. It's just that they got — this one got a lot of publicity because of the phrase this one 

reporter hung on it, the Bob and Tom show, which both Tom and I had to live under for the 

rest of the campaign. But we never had hardly any debates, and I don't remember — I 

remember a couple with Vic, and that was about all. But not debates, joint appearances. 

 

CH: No formal debates? 

 

STRAUB: No. You're not formally, one taking one side and the other the other side, 

you're just presenting your views. I mean, they're joint appearances, is all. 

 

CH: But your views from Vic Atiyeh were — there were a lot of differences, weren't 

there? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 
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CH: How would you characterize... 

 

STRAUB: Conservative, cautious. 

 

CH: Those differences? How had you viewed his leadership in the Senate? 

 

STRAUB: In the Senate? 

 

CH: Wasn't — he was in the Senate prior to... 

 

STRAUB: No, he wasn't in there when I was in there. He came in afterward. I mean, he 

was in the House, I think before he went to the Senate. 

 

CH: But when he ran against you for the governorship, at that point... 

 

STRAUB: He was in the Senate. 

 

CH: How did you view his leadership? 

 

STRAUB: I don' t remember. 

 

CH: Can you tell me anything about how the campaign went or the travels around the 

state that you did or any events that might have occurred during that time? 

 

STRAUB: No, except the fact that things were in pretty good shape economically in 

the state. We had a high level of activity and revenues were in good shape, everybody was 

feeling pretty good with secure jobs. Maybe that's what creates an atmosphere for 

Republican candidates to get strong support. In 1974 when I ran it was just the opposite. 
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The stock market was way down, unemployment, real estate values were falling, people 

were worried about their jobs. I think it's got a little bit to do with it. I think when people are 

worried I think they're more inclined to feel the Democrats will do more for them.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

CH: So the campaign was fairly uneventful, then? 

 

STRAUB: In 1974?   

 

CH: In 1974.   

 

STRAUB: Yes, I think that's right. Worked a lot at raising money, worked a lot at trying 

to get the advertising just right. Those kind of things take time when you have a small 

organization. A candidate has to pay a lot of attention, particularly to raising money. 

 

CH: Did you have people working on specific issues in your campaign? 

 

STRAUB: Not that I remember. 

 

CH: And for fundraising, did you have a chief fundraiser? 

 

STRAUB: Well again, it was Ken Johnson. 

 

CH: It was said that you won by the largest margin ever recorded in an Oregon 

gubernatorial election. 

 

STRAUB: I wasn't aware of that. Is that in the Oregon Voter, the friendly Oregon Voter? 

[Laughs] 
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CH: I think that was in the Oregonian, actually. 

 

STRAUB: Is that so. No, I didn't realize that. 

 

CH: Were there any close moments between you and Vic Atiyeh? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. I thought — through that campaign, I thought I'd win. 

 

CH: And you managed to stay ahead in the polls the entire way? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I'd had a lot more publicity, I'd had a lot more exposure statewide than 

he had. 

 

CH: How would you characterize his campaign? 

 

STRAUB: I really didn't know anything about it. 

 

CH: How did it feel on election night? Do you recall that moment? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, and I felt just a sense of, every day, that it wasn't real. You know, it took 

me a couple of weeks for it to sink in that it really was so, it really happened. 

 

CH: Where were you on election eve? 

 

STRAUB: We had rallies in Portland. 

 

CH: Did you have a place where you watched the returns?  
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STRAUB: Yes, I think so. We had dinner at Huber's, I know. We always had dinner at 

Huber's on election. It's a famous — a favorite restaurant of ours in Portland, or used to be 

before the yuppies took it over. Now you can't hardly get in there. 

 

CH: Then was there a headquarters where people gathered? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Where was that? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember. 

 

CH: Was it the Hilton or the Benson? 

 

STRAUB: Probably the Roosevelt, in the Roosevelt Hotel near the Arlington Club. 

That's always been a Democratic hangout. 

 

CH: And you had your friends gathered around you at that point? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Campaign workers. 

 

CH: At what point did you realize that you'd won? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think early in the evening, early on. It wasn't a close race, and I think 

it was pretty apparent from very soon after the start. 

 

CH: When did you declare your victory, then? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. 
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CH: Did you go down and address the people? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I don't remember doing that, either. I remember being with a big crowd 

somewhere, but it wasn't anything of going down and having the press there and the TV 

cameras. I just don't recall that happening in 1974. 

 

CH: What was the first thing you did, then, after the election? 

 

STRAUB: Came home. 

 

CH: Did you go on a vacation? 

 

STRAUB: No, I didn't. Of course, you've got to get tied into that budget, and we had a 

very helpful working with Governor McCall because he made his staff available, his records 

available, he was available to give as smooth a transition as possible. We scheduled a 

conference over on the coast at — I guess it was at Salishan, but I'm not positive — yes, it 

was at Salishan. And the key people I'd already picked for my administration were down, 

and Tom had his counterpart people down, and we spent about three days down there 

really pouring over stuff, really studying. Tom and I would walk on the beach together, 

enjoy life. 

 

CH: Did he have special words of wisdom for you on those walks? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What did he say? 
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STRAUB: Well no, he didn't need to because I'd already had his special words of 

wisdom for eight years. 

 

CH: Were you more or less addressing each other then, as...  

 

STRAUB: No, it was just a friendly... 

 

CH: As close friends? 

 

STRAUB: Yeah, just friendly communing, walking on the beach and working with our 

staff and making things as smooth as possible. 

 

CH: What were his interests, at that point, going to be? What was he transitioning into? 

 

STRAUB: He was going back to reporting for Channel 8. 

 

CH: Did he have any political objectives that he had in mind? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Because eventually he campaigned around the country for the bottle bill, didn't he? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: Who did you choose for your staff? 

 

STRAUB: Staff Hansell was the chief of the Executive Department, Keith Burns was my 

personal administrative assistant, Jim Brown was my attorney, my legal adviser, Ken 
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[Fobes?] was handling the press. I can't think of the names of others, but that was the 

immediate staff. 

 

CH: Stafford Hansell is a Republican, isn't he? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did people find anything unusual in your choosing a Republican? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes, I got criticism for it. But Staff — you know, Staff was a tremendous 

guy. For example, he had the key role in the Legislature when I was state treasurer, and I 

was a pretty outspoken Democrat and many Republicans thought I was pretty wild-eyed 

and irresponsible and it was unthinkable I'd be in the treasurer's office. But when I brought 

this — Staff was always in charge of my budget, and never at any time was there any hint 

of a question or doubt or criticism on his part toward my budget. He was very supportive. 

I mean, that was his nature, it wasn't just me. If something was right, he supported it. He 

didn't care if it was Democrat or Republican. When I came up with the idea of changing the 

investment laws of the state, that it would be more productive for the retirement fund 

money, an awful lot of people thought that was a hare-brained idea, and Staff — I don't 

have any knowledge he had any background in investing in the stock market, but he made 

judgments about people and he felt that it was worth a try, and rather than opposing me, 

he supported it. So even though he was a Republican, I'd had a lot of good help from Staff. 

Of course, in running the executive department, it isn't an issues job. You're there as an 

administrator, you're the top administrator. The Democrats that opposed me for it were just 

stupid. They didn't know what they were talking about. I had one guy — we had a political 

meeting, the Democrats did, at Willamette University in December and I was not to be 

sworn in until January. I wasn't even governor yet, and yet one of the party stalwarts, an 

attorney in Salem named [Steve Anderson?], carried a picket and had a couple of students 

joining him carrying picket signs saying, “Recall Bob Straub,” partly because I appointed 
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this Republican to a top administrative job when I could have picked plenty of good 

Democrats for it. You know, it's a hell of a thing to get your supporters clamoring for you 

to be recalled before you're even in office. 

 

CH: Well, was this a bad omen for you in terms of contentious elements in the party? 

 

STRAUB: No. No, it didn't have an effect [Inaudible]. 

 

CH: What was the view from the Legislature in your picking Stafford Hansell? 

 

STRAUB: I think it was very good. Staff is thought a lot of wherever people know him; 

wherever people work with him, they think a lot of him. 

 

CH: Did he help you in building rapport with Republicans in the Legislature? 

 

STRAUB: Oh, I don't think — not that I'm aware of, but I'm sure he did just because if 

we needed some help or something, he'd — you know, he just had good contact with a lot 

of those people. But he didn't help me in my campaign at all. In fact, when I called him over 

at Hermiston and asked him if he would consider taking the job, the top job, in my 

administration, he said, “Well, Bob, I think before I answer that I'd better run out to my car 

and take the Atiyeh sticker off of it.” You know, he never made any bones about it, but he 

— I was always very proud of his help during my administration. 

 

CH: He's worked in a number of administrations, hasn't he? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. He still is. He's chairman of the Columbia Gorge Commission now. 

 

CH: Anybody else that you relied on for advice and views? 
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STRAUB: Well, Keith Burns was very close and he's a very good counselor and a very 

wise fellow. 

 

CH: What was the reality of your being governor versus the preconceptions you had 

about...? 

 

STRAUB: It's a much more grinding job. It's a job that things are always pressing in on 

you that need quick attention. Minor crises kind of things. You don't have enough time to 

back off and kind of look at the whole picture. 

 

CH: How did you feel about the authority that you had in terms of being able to effect 

changes? 

 

STRAUB: Well, of course, that's a frustration because with the self-service setup, and 

then also the unions, you've got to move pretty slow or you end up with a strike on your 

hands or you end up in court. If you violate the civil service rules of the state, you end up 

in court, and you're hemmed in quite a bit. You've got to build a pretty strong case before 

you fire somebody. And you can't fire a person for being unproductive. It doesn't matter 

how unproductive they are, that's not a grounds for termination. You've got to make a case 

that they did things wrong or did something wrong. Lack of productivity is not a basis for 

termination. 

 

CH: How do you feel about that? 

 

STRAUB: I feel very badly about it. I think it should be a basis for termination. I think 

that a chief executive should have a lot more leeway in terminating when it's called for, 

and lack of productivity is one of the legitimate reasons that should be recognized. 

 

CH: Were there cases where you did fire people and had to go through this? 
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STRAUB: No, not that I can remember. 

 

CH: But perhaps places where you wanted to but couldn't because of that reason? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. You've just got to go awful slow. It's still that way. 

 

CH: What was your relationship with the unions like during that time? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was pretty good because it was during my administration that we 

signed our first contract with the OSEA [Oregon School Employees Association]. We 

negotiated the first contract between the state and the employees. 

 

CH: How did that go? 

 

STRAUB: It went all right during my two years because the unions have gotten stronger 

and stronger. I don't know how it's working now. 

 

CH: Were there any strikes? 

 

STRAUB: No. I mean not during my term. 

 

CH: Did you avert any strikes that might have happened? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: So things were pretty calm then on labor in general? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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CH: Did you feel, going into the governorship, that you were pretty well equipped to 

handle all the responsibilities that came along with that? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I thought so. 

 

CH: After you got in, did you feel the need to have something that you didn't or to be 

able to do something that you didn't? 

 

STRAUB: I think you always feel that you wish you had a little more sharper skill, a little 

better ability to communicate, a little better ability to remember things. I mean, you always 

feel that you can do better and wish you could better. 

 

CH: How did you prioritize your goals for your administration? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think I did. 

 

CH: Did you have an agenda that you sat down with in terms of things that you wanted 

to accomplish while you were... 

 

STRAUB: No. Things came along. I know that after several conferences we — as an 

example, we decided that a one-stop permit system was something that was critically 

needed in the state. So an industry coming in, or even applying to a company here, or even 

an individual, wouldn't have to go chasing all around to four or five different locations in 

order to get a permit to do something. We tried to devise what we called a one-stop permit 

system. 

 

CH: Were you successful in that? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did you have any other goals that you were — things when you were coming into 

office that you saw needed to be done, needed to be attended to? 

 

STRAUB: No, I can't remember that we did. I mean, it's always a matter of making things 

better. There were little things I wanted to do in the state hospital program, mental health 

program, things in corrections, but you move slow. When you get into office, things are a 

little different, you hear different versions, your understanding is a little broader and you 

move a little slower. 

 

CH: What were your first appointments in your administration? You had — the secretary 

of state was... 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Were there appointments in the administration that you made to various agencies 

or departments, the heads of those departments? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I'm sure that was so, but I can't think offhand who it was. The corrections 

fellow was a guy that I liked and so we kept him, and the mental health fellow was someone 

I liked so we kept him. There must have been somebody in the Department of Human 

Resources heading that up, but I can't remember who we had. I just can't think offhand of 

anything other than Staff, Staff Hansell, who we've already talked about. 

 

CH: You had an appointment of Ron Wyden that you made. 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

126 
 

CH: And there was some controversy surrounding that. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Can you recall that for me? 

 

STRAUB: Yeah, I can recall very clearly. He was very active in championing the causes 

of senior citizens as a student at the University of Oregon. I got to know him, just with other 

students in bull sessions sitting around, and he was an impressive young guy, obviously 

sincere, or at least I thought so. But he also had a knack for making publicity as a student 

on issues relating to older people, and that was resented and misinterpreted by a lot of 

people. They thought, well, he'd just try to blow his own horn, kind of stuff. Then when I 

appointed him to the nursing board, or whatever it was, I got a lot of criticism for it. “What 

did you appoint that guy for? He's just out for publicity. He doesn't really care about older 

people.” Well, I think it's been proved since that he's got a very genuine interest, a very 

real concern, for older people and he's emerging as an outstanding congressman on the 

national scene. 

 

CH: That was his first major appointment, wasn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Who contested that appointment? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember names, but just a lot of people. I mean, there was a feeling 

of — people who had any kind of a contact or any reason to be exposed to Ron had the 

feeling that he was just personally motivated in everything he did. 

 

CH: Were there people in your own party that disapproved of that appointment? 
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STRAUB: I can't remember that there were, no. 

 

CH: Have you kept up contact with him over the years? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, yes. I mean, not anything close, but when I see him we have a friendly 

chat together. I think a lot of Ron. I think he's a good man, a good, outspoken fellow. 

 

CH: Any other appointments that might have drawn attention to you or been 

controversial in any way? 

 

STRAUB: I can't think of any. I wouldn't even have thought of Ron Wyden if you hadn't 

brought it up. 

 

CH: What about judicial appointments? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I know I made some good ones. John Butler you know about. 

 

CH: You appointed him to the court of appeals? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Hans Linde I appointed to the supreme court; he was recognized 

nationally as an outstanding jurist. Betty Roberts I appointed to the appeals court. Mick 

Gillette I appointed to the appeals court; he now is on the supreme court. George French. 

I appointed Wally Carson to the circuit court here in Marion County. 

 

CH: Walter Carson? 

 

STRAUB: Wally Carson. He's on the supreme court now. If I may say so, I think I made 

some very good — most of my judicial appointments were very good. 
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CH: When you appointed Betty Roberts, was that the first woman that... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You appointed her to the supreme court? 

 

STRAUB: Appellate court. 

 

CH: And there had been no other women prior to that? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: How was that viewed in the press? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think there was any concern. 

 

CH: What about regulatory positions that you appointed? I know you've talked a little bit 

about that, but were there other agencies that you might have been involved with? 

 

STRAUB: I'm trying to think of the fellow that I had as head of the PUC commission. I 

can't think of his name. Charlie somebody. He's the only regulatory person that I can think 

of now that I appointed. 

 

CH: Were there issues that came up before the judiciary that involved you or your office? 

 

STRAUB: No, not as governor. 

 

CH: What was your relationship like with the Legislature during your term? 
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STRAUB: I'd say it was acceptable. You know, I don't have the feeling that I was a 

driving force that dominated the Legislature because I know I didn't, but we got along, the 

leadership and I got along. 

 

CH: How about with Jason Boe? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, fine. We were friends and had known each other a long time. 

 

CH: There was a conflict, wasn't there, over their power to approve your appointments? 

Wasn't there a conflict there that pitted you against Jason Boe where the Senate could 

approve or confirm appointments of yours? 

 

STRAUB: I'm not sure that that was an issue when I was governor. I know that they 

have the power now, obviously. Whether that first began to unfold during my administration 

or before that time, or even after that time, I don't remember. But if it was during my term, 

it wasn't a sharp, angry kind of a thing. We just differed and we had to get it resolved, really, 

legally to see what the situation was. 

 

CH: I was wondering whether that might have involved that appointment of Ron Wyden. 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: How did you look upon Jason Boe's leadership of the Senate during that time? 

 

STRAUB: I thought it was very good. I didn't agree with his emphasis on building the 

wings. 

 

 [End of Tape 4, Side 2] 
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Tape 5, Side 1 
1991 June 17 

 

CH: This is an interview with Bob Straub in his home outside of Salem, Oregon. The 

interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. The date is June 17, 1991, 

and this is Tape 5, Side A. 

I just wanted to go back briefly on one of your appointments. I don't know if we 

covered this earlier or not, but you had Stafford Hansell for the chief budget executive, is 

that right? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Head of the Executive Department. 

 

CH: How did he perform in that? 

 

STRAUB: He performed extremely well. He was a very capable guy. He's got a broad 

experience, he's been very successful in his private activities and ranching and farming in 

eastern Oregon. He's been very successful in the Legislature, he's one of the leaders, one 

of the foremost leaders, and he did an excellent job as head of the Executive Department 

during my administration. 

 

CH: He's a Republican? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: So there was no problem in your appointing him as a Republican, your party didn't 

object to that? 

 

STRAUB: No, they did, and there was a lot of flak and ill-feeling and the attitude 

expressed that I was selling out to the Republicans and, you know, all the typical kind of 

remarks that you get in this kind of a situation. But his performance — although a strong 
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Republican, he was always a very independent-minded person. For example, during one 

of the legislative sessions it was Staff Hansell who carried the ball to modify the occasional 

use of marijuana and decriminalize it so you didn't send a lot of young kids to jail for minor 

infractions of using marijuana. In instance after instance he had demonstrated during his 

career that he was a very independent-thinking person. He was not doctrinaire in the sense 

that many Republicans, and many Democrats, are. 

 

CH: In a position like that was he able to initiate any kind of proposals? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yeah. 

 

CH: Did he? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: Anything that stands out in your mind as being exceptional? 

 

STRAUB: Well, just advice. You know, advice on appointments. I know that one of the 

appointments I made had a lot of flak for the Legislature, feeling that I didn't follow the 

rules, and Staff was right there as a very valuable adviser on the procedure that should be 

followed. 

 

CH: How would you describe your relationship with the Legislature during your term as 

governor? 

 

STRAUB: It was not hostile, but it was not a buddy-buddy kind of a situation. Senator 

Jason Boe, who was president of the Senate, was a person that I have always admired for 

his ability, but we didn't see, necessarily, eye to eye or walk down the same road together. 

He was a very strong Senate president, and he naturally wanted to have things go the way 
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he thought they ought to go. There's one appointment that I made; he challenged it very 

publicly and very openly, saying that I had violated the spirit of the law, the spirit of the 

constitution, which I don't think I had at all. 

 

CH: What did that revolve around? 

 

STRAUB: It revolved around my appointment of Ron Wyden to the Nursing Home 

Board that oversaw the operation of nursing homes in the state of Oregon. And a lot of 

people felt that — Ron Wyden, as a very young man, had been co-chairman of Gray 

Panthers, a senior citizens organization working for senior benefits, and a lot of people felt, 

because Ron Wyden was just out of college, that he was just doing it as a political stepping 

stone and didn't have any sincere convictions at all. Well, it's a matter of judgment, and my 

judgment was that Ron Wyden was a very serious person and his beliefs were very 

genuine, his concerns were very genuine, very real. Some nursing home advisory board 

had recommended he not be appointed because they thought he was too much seeking 

publicity all the time, but I went ahead and appointed him anyway, for the reasons I've 

outlined, and Jason Boe took the other side against me on that issue. But for the most part, 

I think we got along well and cooperated and worked together. 

 

CH: What was Jason Boe's point of view in terms of opposing the Wyden appointment? 

Was it for the same reason? 

 

STRAUB: It might have been the same reason, but what he said was that I — to carry 

out the spirit of the law, I should have complied with the position of this advisory committee, 

the nursing home advisory committee. 

 

CH: Wasn't there a conflict between his perception of the state law regarding the power 

of the Senate for appointment versus your interpretation of the constitution in separation 

of powers? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And he sued you over that, too, didn't he? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Was that ever resolved in an amicable way? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know if it was resolved in a legal case, but it was resolved in the sense 

that appointments that I made were confirmed, that I submitted to the Senate for 

confirmation, and that still is being done. I felt, and other governors have felt, that it was a 

reasonable position for the Senate to have, a reasonable role for them to have. 

 

CH: Has the Senate increased its power in that area or... 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: ...has it diminished? 

 

STRAUB: I think it depends on who the appointment is. I think recently one of the 

appointments made by Governor Goldschmidt to the State Investment Council was turned 

down — that isn't quite right — was questioned by the committee of the Senate that does 

the preliminary reviewing, and as a result of that he withdrew his candidacy. So they — you 

know, it depends on the person. They have the power to cut the ground out from under 

an appointment if that's what they feel should be done. 

 

CH: Who were the other leaders in the Senate at the time, do you recall? 
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STRAUB: No, I can't recall. I always dealt with Jason Boe. 

 

CH: Let's see, it would have been Phil Lang in the House, though, wouldn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was your relationship like with him? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think it was a little more easygoing, and I think Phil was a little more 

easygoing. I don't recall any open conflict at all with Phil Lang. 

 

CH: What were some of the issues that came before the Legislature that you had to deal 

with? 

 

STRAUB: I think one of the key issues was a serious attempt to weaken our land 

conservation laws, the LCDC. Well, it still is an issue. It's been an issue ever since the law 

was passed in 1973. Because mine was the first term after Governor McCall left office, the 

people who thought the law should be crippled, or seriously modified, felt now they had a 

chance to do it. But I did everything I could to support the law and keep it as strong as we 

could keep it. 

 

CH: Who was spearheading that movement? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I can't remember now, but it was a conservative group. 

 

CH: Conservative Republicans? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 
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CH: In 1977 you asked for an expanded state parole and probation field force rather than 

prisons. What was your rationale behind that? 

 

STRAUB: That prisoners do not rehabilitate themselves while they're in prison, and I 

felt that a lot of the people who are in prison are there because they're writing bad checks 

and — you know, insufficient funds, and one thing or another, relatively minor-type crimes 

— and I felt that those kind of people — that it would be more efficient, more economical 

to the tax payers and more beneficial to the inmate if he were out earning his way but 

under parole supervision. I think some prisoners should be kept — and at the time I felt 

that some prisoners were not capable of being rehabilitated and they should be kept in 

prison all the time, for their full sentence. 

 

CH: Have your views changed at all in recent years on that? 

 

STRAUB: I guess they have to a certain degree in that I feel that even quite a few more 

types of criminals are incapable of rehabilitation than I used to feel. I had a situation that 

dramatized what I felt was the stupidity of putting some people in prison and keeping them 

there, and it concerned a person that had worked for me on a farm that I had in Creswell 

before I became governor. So I knew him quite well and I knew his habits and I knew that 

he was a spender and a weak person and if he had money he'd go down to the tavern and 

spend it and leave his wife and kids at home without enough to eat. He was that type of 

person. He, one afternoon, got involved with some buddies that just happened to come in, 

and he spent all the money that he had and he didn't have anything in the bank and he 

wrote a check, he asked the bartender if he could write a check. “Yeah,” the bartender 

said, “sure, I'll honor that check, heck, yes.” So the bartender honored the check and of 

course the check bounced. I guess — I'm not sure of this, but I guess there had been a 

little pattern of this. Because of this final, last straw he was prosecuted and sent to prison 

for a period of time, eighteen months or whatever it was. And I always felt that the 

bartender who was stupid enough to cash that guy's check is the one who should have 
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gone to prison and not George, the fellow that wrote the check. There are a lot of people 

in prison even today that are there because of nonviolent-type crimes, and they should be 

outside having to earn their way. But they're basically weak and give in to temptation and 

they need some strong arms holding them up from time to time. 

 

CH: Were there other issues that came up during your term? 

 

STRAUB: I'm sure there were. Mostly they were issues relating to environmental and 

land planning, pollution cleanup kind of things, field burning. Field burning was an issue 

then, it still is now, twenty-eight years later. 

 

CH: And how did you approach some of those issues? 

 

STRAUB: We worked out a compromise where we began a gradual reduction of field 

burning. We also supported quite a sizeable fund for doing experimental work so research 

could be done on disposing of this straw. We started that under my administration. But the 

progress has been very slow, of course. As everybody knows, there's still too much field 

burning. 

 

CH: You had mentioned the attempts to undermine or get rid of the LCDC. I was 

wondering, aside from your trying to avert that from happening, were there other things 

that you tried to do to strengthen LCDC? Were you shoring it up or giving it more support 

or expanding its abilities? 

 

STRAUB: I think the challenge was to keep — the law as written and adopted was a 

very strong law. 

 

CH: What other conservation and environmental issues did you take on? 
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STRAUB: I think providing monies to buy more accesses for the beaches, for the public 

to get to beaches. 

 

CH: In terms of wilderness areas, or anything like that, were there...? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Or conservation issues that — I noticed in some of the articles I was reading that at 

one point you were supportive of allowing people to use 2,4,5-T as an herbicide to spray 

on public lands. Was that controversial? 

 

STRAUB: As I remember, my position was just the opposite of that. As I recall, I banned 

the use of 2,4,5-T in timberlands on brush control, and it was viciously condemned by the 

forest product industry and I practically had to browbeat the State Board of Forestry to 

uphold the ban. But it was upheld and that was because of the dioxin, of course, in the 

2,4,5-T. And we were the first state in the nation that did that. We were the first state in the 

nation that abolished the use of 2,4,5-T as a herbicide in cut-over timberlands. 

 

CH: Well, speaking of timber, you also opposed log exports back then. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: I know that's still a very controversial and yet growingly popular stand to take. How 

was it back then? 

 

STRAUB: Nobody paid any attention to it. I tried to get the unions interested in 

supporting a ban on log exports because it was exporting their jobs. It wasn't at the time 

because there were plenty of logs, but if you look down the road a little ways, you'd see 

that — and that's exactly what happened, and now the unions are all against log exports. 
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But it's a little bit late because Weyerhaeuser shipped all their old-growth overseas now, 

and it's just a little bit late on the part of the unions to get alarmed about it. 

 

CH: But why wouldn't they support it back then? 

 

STRAUB: There were plenty of logs for their mills and so it wasn't a thing they were 

concerned about. 

 

CH: You felt that the private lands had been overcut, as well? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: But you were seeking an economic balance in your proposals for land — well, for 

managing timberlands, is that right? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I've always felt — I've always done a lot of timberland management on 

my own, starting in about 1952 when I bought some timberland down on Fall Creek in Lane 

County. And I have had, and do have, a very real interest, a very real pleasure, and a very 

real commitment in properly managing forest land. Young timber. You don't have to 

manage old-growth timber, you just leave it alone. The less you do, the better. But young 

timber needs managing if you're going to get full production, and I have felt that we had a 

need to do a lot better management job on the million-plus acres that are in second-growth 

timber. We're moving that way but it's very, very slow. Very, very slow. 

 

CH: Were you supportive of true sustained yield on forest... 

 

STRAUB: Yes, you bet. 

 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

139 
 

CH: What were your perceptions of the U.S. Forest Service on their approach towards 

sustained yield? 

 

STRAUB: I always thought, until recently, that they were absolutely the last word and 

the most highly-motivated and the most skilled custodians of public timberlands in Oregon 

that could possibly be found, and I think I was mistaken. 

 

CH: Why do you feel that way now? 

 

STRAUB: Because I think they succumbed to pressure from the industry to overcut and 

I think they didn't pay enough attention to preserving environmental factors and I think 

they have too much overhead. I just came from our ranch over in Wheeler County the other 

day and I drove by the new Forest Service building that has just been opened in Prineville. 

God, it looks like the Taj Mahal. It's the most magnificent structure. It's the biggest structure 

in Prineville. And they have staff coming out of their ears, and what do they do? I mean, 

they've done... 

 

CH: This is for the Deschutes National Forest? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think it would be the Deschutes, it would be the Ochoco National 

Forest. I'm not a very strong supporter. They were going to cut some timber, for example, 

adjoining our ranch, in the higher elevation, and they put up notices around the town of 

Spray, and elsewhere, saying they were planning to cut this timber three years down the 

road. They sent all of us who owned property in the area letters saying they planned to 

cut, they think it's right to cut, but if we had any objections, there would be public meetings, 

come to the public meetings. We were invited to offer any objections that we had. We were 

urged to bring our lawyers if we had a lawyer. You know, they just invited a great big, major 

project out of cutting a little bit of timber which they should have just cut. I mean, if they're 

trustworthy, and I think they're trustworthy and honest, they know what they're doing and 
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they shouldn't go out and try to stir up a big fuss in public hearings to cut a little bit of 

timber. There's too much overhead in that kind of stuff. 

 

CH: Wouldn't their rationale be, though, that they need to give public access to the 

process or they're not fulfilling their job, that they need to invite the public and their 

representatives into that process? I'm not defending what they're doing, but wouldn't that 

be their rationale? 

 

STRAUB: I just feel that if the Forest Service policies and the Forest Service personnel 

are moving the way they should be moving and managing the timberlands the way they 

are managing the timberland, they'd be doing a better job than the opinions of people 

surrounding that timber. I mean, if you hire the right people and you tell them how to do 

the job, you ought to leave them alone and let them do it. I had an example with the Forest 

Service years ago. One of the most destructive things in the young pine timber in the area 

where I have our ranch — and we have about 800 to 1,200 acres of pine timber as part of 

our ranch — was the destruction caused by porcupines. They'll pick out the most vigorous 

growing young tree and they'll climb up that tree and they'll girdle the top of it and then 

they'll climb down, and that's all they'll do that tree, and then they'll go on to another tree 

and do the same thing, so the top dies out so you get a bush from then on. One of the 

most magnificent creations of nature is a ponderosa pine tree, and nature wants them to 

grow straight and tall. And so I look upon the porcupine as the enemy of nature. I tried to 

get the Forest Service and a private timber company in the area to join with me in setting 

up a district, putting money into it, and hiring somebody to kill those porcupines. Thirty 

percent of the young timber on my place had been damaged by porcupine. The Forest 

Service couldn't care less, didn't pay the slightest bit of attention. Then, about twenty years 

later they got all concerned about it and hired a guy to do what I wanted to do as a combine 

there in [Kehler?] basin. Then they hired a guy to go out because the porcupines — they 

realized the porcupines were doing so much damage to the — hell, the porcupines are 

doing more damage than forest fire in young timber. Until it came down in a bulletin to be 
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done that way, nobody seemed to have the initiative to recognize what a serious problem 

it was. So I'm not over-enamored with them. 

 

CH: Do you feel your perceptions of the way the Forest Service is operating now in 

timber management was basically their same way of doing business back then, it's just that 

you didn't realize it? 

 

STRAUB: I think they overdo the public business, bringing the public into every little 

decision. I get a communication every week from the Hepner Ranger District of the U.S. 

Forest Service wanting my opinion on — not just mine, but all of us in the area our opinion 

on how to build, where to put the trails for off-road vehicles and motorcycles, and all that. 

It's such a waste of money. I mean, let them do it, and the less they do, the better, as far as 

I'm concerned. All the elk have been driven out of the high country and come down now 

and spend the winter on our alfalfa fields because the elk herds don't like the motorcycles 

— I mean the Hondas, or whatever they are. 

 

CH: The four-wheelers? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You opposed the nuclear safeguard measure — I think it had to do with Hanford — 

that you felt would be actually a moratorium on nuclear energy in the state. Do you recall 

any of the issues around that? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: It was a measure that had come forth... 

 

STRAUB: It was a state measure? 
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CH: Yes. 

 

STRAUB: To close down Trojan? 

 

CH: Well, it was to adopt certain nuclear safeguards. 

 

STRAUB: But was it a device to close down Trojan? 

 

CH: Yes, I do think it was a device to close Trojan. 

 

STRAUB: Well, I've always oppose the attempts to close down Trojan unless — you 

know, I think there's a benefit in that cheap power, and we're running out of hydro. We 

probably have more hydro now than we should have. We have more dams than we should 

have. I just have been more a supporter of nuclear power than a lot of people in public 

office. 

 

CH: You also proposed for a return of the death penalty? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: There was something in the Oregonian about that, and maybe they just didn't... 

 

STRAUB: No, I've always been very critical of Mark Hatfield because he was the last 

governor that allowed a person — I would not have allowed anyone to be executed during 

my administration. I've always been, and still am, opposed to the death penalty. 

 

CH: Well, it's good to clear history up on that, then. Were there other pieces of 

legislation, other issues that you recall now that...? 
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STRAUB: No. A lot of the work was very harmonious. I was a very strong supporter of 

Glenn Jackson, who was chairman of the State Transportation Commission, so anything 

he wanted, I knew it was right and I supported it and worked with him. We didn't have 

financial problems, the state economy was strong; revenues were adequate. 

 

CH: What was your impression of Glenn Jackson? 

 

STRAUB: One of the great joys, one of the rewards I've had being in public service is 

getting to know, and work with, and be a friend of, Glenn Jackson. He was one in a million. 

He did more for Oregon than anyone in Oregon will ever, ever realize. 

 

CH: He did a lot of behind-the-scenes work, didn't he, with arbitrating disputes between 

people? 

 

STRAUB: That was one thing, and the other was his ability and his willingness to move 

ahead and do what was in the public interest even if he had to bend the rules a little bit. I 

think — of course, most of the time he was chairman of the State Highway Commission, 

later the State Transportation Commission, he's the one who got the state to buy all of 

these marvelous properties that now are the basis of our state park system. He never had 

authorization to do that. He just knew it was right and did it, and so the result is we've got 

these properties at ten cents on the dollar, buying them way back when he did. 

 

CH: Why didn't he ever run for public office? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think he would have taken a full-time job because his main 

commitment was to building a power company. 

 

CH: PGE? 
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STRAUB: No, PP&L. 

 

CH: Do you see any major or critical junctures in your term in office? Were there any 

turning points that you recall? 

 

STRAUB: No, I can't think offhand of any. 

 

CH: There was just a general progression through the time? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Were there any setbacks or disappointments during your administration? 

 

STRAUB: Not that I can recall. Not that I can recall now. 

 

CH: You've mentioned some of the things that you worked on. You haven't mentioned 

the Willamette greenway, and I know that you're known for that. I mean, I think that's 

probably the thing that people most identify with you is your work with the Willamette 

greenway and the beaches. Tell me a little bit about your connection to that and how it 

evolved. Didn't it start during when you were treasurer? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, it started during the 1966 campaign between Governor McCall and 

myself running — he was secretary of state and I was state treasurer and we both were 

running to replace Senator Mark Hatfield. I think it was along about October, I'd spent a 

couple of months, with volunteer help, working out a plan for the Willamette parkway 

system — I call it Willamette Rediscovered — and Tom McCall, being the person he was, 

recognized that it was a good idea and was very quick to support it and endorse it. Then 

when he was elected governor, he did what he could to have it implemented. 
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 [End of Tape 5, Side 1] 
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Tape 5, Side 2 
1991 June 17 

 

CH: This is an interview with Bob Straub. This is Tape 5, Side B. 

But you were the first one to propose the greenway. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did you work on that with Governor McCall? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. The main work was done during his first term, and then it was a matter 

of just continuing the appropriations. But I felt that the fatal mistake that was made that has 

prevented us from creating the full dream, which is a continuous strip of recreational, 

scenic beauty along the Willamette River between Eugene and Portland, was not allowing 

the power of condemnation to be used, so none of the properties could be condemned. 

Only when someone was willing to sell could the state acquire it, so that really has crippled 

the fulfillment of the program. 

 

CH: How do you see it now? Is it still progressing though? 

 

STRAUB: Very, very slowly. Very, very slowly. People now recognize the value — 

private individuals recognize the value of owning property along the river. I mean, even 

now, if we got the power of condemnation, god, the cost would just be exorbitant.  

Whereas 20 years ago people really had turned their backs on the Willamette 

because it was so polluted and you could buy land bordering the Willamette River for a 

fraction of what you'd have to pay now. So I think that was a mistake. If we'd had the power 

of condemnation and been able to move in and really, really extend these long sweeps of 

corridors, in years to come it would have — well, forever it would have been a tremendous 

asset for the Willamette valley. 
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CH: Doesn't the state have some kind of use over the immediate beaches or the 

immediate shoreline of rivers in the state, or is it only the ocean? 

 

STRAUB: No, no, I think they do over the rivers if they're navigable. If they're navigable 

streams, which of course the Willamette is most of the way, between high and low — not 

tide, but high and low water. So it doesn't extend back on the banks, it just is up and down. 

 

CH: But it does keep people from building right on the river, boathouses and things like 

that? 

 

STRAUB: Well, you can't go out into the river, but you can build right out to the edge if 

it's a bank. If it's a gradual slope, then the high would reach back, see. But if it's this way, it 

would just climb up the bank. 

 

CH: What about — you had mentioned that there were no crises in your term, or major 

problems that occurred. Why was that? Why was it such a tranquil time? 

 

STRAUB: Because times were good, the economy was strong. 

 

CH: What about the governor's power to initiate? How would you review that in terms 

of your term in office? 

 

STRAUB: Well, there of course is a very inviting opportunity for the governor to stretch 

out and come forth with visionary ideas for the state. I'm trying to think of my situation the 

four years I was in office, and I think that I did very little of that. I think this is because of the 

environment that I was working in and the tremendous and accomplishments of my 

predecessor, Governor McCall, who had been in office eight years and had a Legislature 

that was also very active and dynamic — Betty Roberts and some others. So they had 

created the bottle bill, they had created the L.C.D.C. [Land Conservation and Development 
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Commission], we'd had the battle for the beaches, public access to the beaches, which I 

had helped lead when I was state treasurer. But really there had been major sweeps of 

forward movement in environmental issues under Governor McCall. And there was no 

[Laughs] — you know, you just can't keep — and timber, there was no public interest in old-

growth timber. I don't know of any environmental issue that really was stirring up a lot of 

clamor to get action. And I can't think of anything — I tried to help with the bottle bill in 

other states, I know I did in Colorado, but my efforts got defeated because the bottle 

people brought in — do you know who they brought in to help defeat the bottle bill? Will 

Rogers, Jr. 

 

CH: Into the state? 

 

STRAUB: Into Colorado. Money can do a lot of things. 

 

CH: Did you go there? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, and I also — being on the National Governors Conference, I tried to get 

the National Governors Conference to support a bottle bill and I got shut down by 

Governor Edwin Edwards of Louisiana, who was a very sharp fellow. 

 

CH: Could you describe that a little bit? What happened? This was in a debate over 

the...? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. I wanted the National Governors Conference to endorse, as a national 

policy, states should adopt the bottle bill. And defined it and outlined it similarly to what 

we have here in Oregon. 

 

CH: Were you successful on any level of that? 
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STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Where else did you go to try to support it, aside from Denver and the National 

Governors Conference? 

 

STRAUB: That's all. 

 

CH: What about the constraints on the executive in the state, constraints either to initiate 

or constraints that sort of hold your powers in check? How do you perceive them? 

 

STRAUB: I don't see it as a problem. I don't see the constraints as a barrier to a 

governor getting something done if there is strong need for it. If there's strong need, if 

there's critical need, you can build public support for it. You've got to have public support 

before you can do anything. But the governor, because of his ability to have open access 

to the media at any time, is really able to do what needs to be done providing he has the 

ability to build up the public support for it. But the public support requires timing and need, 

pressing need. You can come out for cleaning up the Willamette River ten years before I 

got involved with it and you'd be wasting your time because the public wasn't turned on to 

it. You could have talked about preserving old-growth timber ten years ago. You would 

have been just talking to yourself. There's a very subtle chemistry in knowing on what 

issues there is some latent public support, and if you haven't reached that point, you're just 

wasting your time. 

 

CH: How would you perceive that subtle interest to begin something in a certain area, 

or who would you rely upon to give you that information? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it's instinct, for one thing, and I think it's something that you have to 

feel, yourself. It has to be something that you genuinely feel something about. Like I felt 

something about the beaches and I felt something about not building highways down the 
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beaches and I felt something about the miserable condition of the Willamette River in the 

mid-11960s. Did I sense there would be a big public level of support? No, I didn't know it. 

But when I began talking about it, it became very obvious very soon that, my god, people 

really care about these things, there's a lot of public support for these things. But I think if 

I tried to do the same thing ten years earlier — like timber. I know if I tried to talk about 

saving old-growth timber, hell, people couldn't have cared less. 

 

CH: So were there things that you tried to test the public interest in that you then let 

drop? 

 

STRAUB: Not while I was in office, I don't recall there was, unless it possibly was the 

field burning, but I'm really not — I don't recall. 

 

CH: You proposed a state energy department, is that right? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: How did that go? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it went all right. Fred Miller was the head of it, who was Neil's head of 

the Executive Department. He was a very able guy. I think — you know, it's in existence 

now and it's a much bigger organization now. 

 

CH: Did it have much opposition? 

 

STRAUB: In creating it? 

 

CH: Yes. 
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STRAUB: No, not that I remember. 

 

CH: I guess maybe even one of the reasons would be because the energy crisis in the 

seventies sort of sparked interest in that? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. There was a big need for electrical energy conservation. Well, there still 

is. In fact, I don't know what we're going to do in Oregon if these different salmon species 

are put the endangered species list because it's going change the management of the 

Columbia River. It could be a very serious thing. 

 

CH: Were there groups or organizations that you were particularly involved with during 

your term as governor? People that you worked real closely with in certain organizations? 

 

STRAUB: I was close to the environmental leaders of Eugene and Portland. Janet 

McLenna was head of my Department of Natural Resources. She was always a leader. 

John Mosser was — most of my key people had been active in the environmental 

movement in the state. 

 

CH: Were there other organizations that you had a close working relationship with? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: In 1975 there was a dispute over wages with the Oregon State Employees 

Association. Do you recall some of the issues now? 

 

STRAUB: A little bit. I was the first governor that signed a contract with the union. The 

union organizing the public employees was new here in the state, and it just was a matter 

of timing during my early administration that this came into being. We worked out a 

contract and I signed it, and then after that, in preparing a budget, we had to work out a 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

152 
 

pay raise for everybody and they were — I think the union leadership had to have 

something to show they were helping their members, you know. That's the way you build 

more members, attract more members. And so the union leadership made a big fuss out 

of the percentage of wage increase we were allocating for the employees. They 

threatened a strike. It never materialized, and I think that we ended up with about the same 

amount of pay increase that we originally proposed. 

 

CH: What were your relations with the media like? 

 

STRAUB: I think good, I think fair. I've always had very fair treatment from the media, I 

felt, except for Ron Blankenbaker. 

 

CH: Who?  

 

STRAUB: Ron Blankenbaker.  

 

CH: Who is that?  

 

STRAUB: Oh, he's a jerk that writes for the Statesman Journal, and he was always very, 

very critical of everything I tried to do. He still is. 

 

CH: Why? 

 

STRAUB: I've been out of office ten years. If he gets a chance to take a poke at me, he 

wouldn't hesitate a minute. He doesn't care if you're a has-been or not, if you're on his list, 

he gives it to you. [Laughs] No, he's a good guy, he does a good service. 

 

CH: Any others that you were close to? 
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STRAUB: I've had good rapport all the time with the press, I feel. I've been very 

satisfied. I've always had a friend with the press. 

 

CH: Did you have specific friends in the press? I mean, what about Forrester or Stickel 

or some of these other people? Was there anybody that you worked... 

 

STRAUB: No. My friends would be — first would be Bob Frazier with the Register-

Guard, and second would be almost everybody else with the Register-Guard, and Bud 

Forrester, maybe, of Pendleton. But the reporters, I always felt, were very accurate and 

gave me very fair treatment. 

 

CH: Who among your staff did you particularly rely upon? 

 

STRAUB: Keith Burns. 

 

CH: He was your executive assistant? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: How would you describe him? What kind of a profile would you offer? 

 

STRAUB: He was a very politically savvy guy and [had] a good set of values, good 

judgment, good common sense. He's a lawyer in Portland. Just a good guy. I would trust 

him completely. Another one is Ken Johnson, who lives here in Salem. He was my deputy 

during the time I was state treasurer, and then had different jobs when I was governor, but 

he's always a person I've been very close to and paid attention to his advice. Janet 

McLennan is a third one. 

 

CH: Any others that you were particularly close to? 
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STRAUB: No, I think those are the main ones. 

 

CH: What about Ken Forbes, your press...? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Or your speech writer, Bill Sanderson? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Or your secretary, Barbara Hanneman? 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes, yes. Very good. 

 

CH: Were there any people on this staff that had followed you from... 

 

STRAUB: Ken Johnson and Keith Burns. 

 

CH: Was there any staff activism on issues of concern to the people on the staff? Were 

there people that would have ideas of their own that they would like to pursue? 

 

STRAUB: I don't recall. 

 

CH: Would you have been averse to that? 

 

STRAUB: I would have welcomed any suggestions of programs that one of them would 

have felt was in the public interest, yes. 
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CH: How would you describe your own relationship with the staff? Were you close to 

them or did you try to maintain sort of an authority that wanted to be... 

 

STRAUB: Well, I was close to some and not so close to others. It was not a matter of 

my saying, well, I don't want to be close to that person, it was more a matter of personality. 

The respect was as strong and the support was as strong, but some people it's just easier 

to be friendly and intimate with than other people. 

 

CH: Were there times when the staff would just get together and relax and be... 

 

STRAUB: We'd have a staff meeting a couple of times a week, but we didn't have social 

events. 

 

CH: I think we've mentioned this a little bit before. What was Pat like as a first lady of the 

state? 

 

STRAUB: I think she was well liked. I still run into people — I gave a speech down in 

Newport, and after I was through I walked into the little gift shop in the hotel and this lady 

came running over to me and I thought, gee, it's wonderful. I found somebody that 

remembers when I was governor. But all she wanted to do was talk about Pat. She said, 

“Where's your wife?” I said, “She's shopping downtown trying to find something here in 

Newport to buy.” “Oh, I miss your wife so much.” She said, “I just loved your wife when she 

was a governor's wife.” “Well, good-bye,” I said, “I've got to go,” and as I walked out the 

door, “Oh,” she said, “tell your wife everybody in Oregon misses her,” and never once did 

she say anybody missed me. 

 

CH: How did that make you feel? 

 

STRAUB: No, I'm sure Pat was very popular. 
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CH: Did that make you feel a little... 

 

STRAUB: One of my chief — oh, a very outstanding adviser was John Mosser. In fact, 

John Mosser — I don't think he was entirely joking — felt that the committee should get Pat 

to run for my second term. I didn't have a totally respectful staff. 

 

CH: Was that any allusion to your looming campaign with Vic Atiyeh? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. They thought they could do a better job selling Pat than selling me. 

She's just a natural for meeting people. 

 

CH: What was entertaining like? Entertaining, say, here at the I guess this was the de 

facto governor's mansion. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. It was pretty tight. We'd have to entertain in shifts. While Pat was saying 

good-bye to people out the back door, I'd be greeting them at the next shift coming in the 

front door. It was tight, it was too small, really, but we didn't want to move. 

 

CH: Were there activities that she participated in during your term that were obligatory? 

 

STRAUB: She was on the governor's art commission picking an artist of the month or 

artist of the week, or whatever it was. 

 

CH: Any others? 

 

STRAUB: No. I can't remember. 

 

CH: Anything that she had to do as a governor's wife that — functions that she had to... 
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STRAUB: I'm sure there were. I just can't remember. 

 

CH: What about your discussion of the affairs of state with her? Did you talk over the 

problems, that you were going through, with her? 

 

STRAUB: Some, some. You know, if I had any reason to, I wouldn't have hesitated a 

minute to talk to them over with her. I'm sure I did in dealing with — well, with things like 

the putting a ban on the dioxin, which was a very controversial thing. Yeah, I'd talk to her 

quite a bit. We had an interesting situation on that dioxin thing. Because of all the furor, I 

felt we should have a public hearing after I'd put a ban on it, so we did have a public hearing 

and a professor from Oregon State University came and brought a little bottle of 2,4,5T 

with him, and in his testimony he said, “Just to show you how harmless this is, how wrong 

it is of you to ban it [tape stopped] — how wrong it was of me to ban it for use in the 

forestlands, he said, “Here, I'll show you how harmless this is,” and he poured it into a little 

bowl and put his hands in it and he rubbed it all over his hair. I said, “My golly, aren't you 

afraid to do that when there's quite a bit of evidence that dioxin could be very harmful to 

you?” “Oh no, no,” he said, “I'm convinced it's completely harmless. I've done a lot of 

research on it.” He said, “Why at home, I even rub it on my wife's hair.” It turned out later 

he had a grant from Dow Chemical. That's what happens, you know, with your experts 

sometimes. But of course, now it's known as one of the most lethal drugs there is in terms 

of causing cancer. I hope he didn't rub his wife's hair in it too often. 

 

CH: Your wife had — she put out a couple of books, didn't she? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And they were revolving around cooking, is that right? 
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STRAUB: Yes, natural organic cooking and gardening. 

 

CH: In the front of From the Loving Earth, her book that she put out in 1974, she had an 

introduction from Eric Hoffer, is that right? 

 

STRAUB: We became quite close friends with Eric Hoffer. It began during the time I 

was state treasurer. I had read his books and was impressed with him, and I read in the 

paper one day that he'd come up to Eugene to talk to the Lane Community College, so I 

wrote him a letter and I told him that I was very disappointed that he came to Oregon 

without — I didn't know him at all, but I wrote him this kind of chiding letter. I said, “You 

have no business coming up to Oregon and not letting me know so I can come and hear 

you talk. I've read your books but I want to meet you.” So one thing led to another, and 

then later we met in San Francisco and had breakfast together. It was a very nice 

relationship. He came up several times and visited with us. 

 

CH: Moving on to — sort of beyond the immediate role of your being governor, how 

would you describe your relationship with the Democratic party during that term? 

 

STRAUB: During the term of my office? 

 

CH: Yes. 

 

STRAUB: Well, I met with the executive board on a regular basis, and it didn't do 

anything, didn't mean anything, didn't accomplish anything. I didn't win any support 

because of it. I mean, there is just no — several members of the executive board even 

supported my Republican opponent, and I'm not — I don't care, only I think people should 

recognize that in Oregon we have a very unusual situation and the party itself — and I say 

this as a person who put a lot of time into trying to build the party as state chairman — the 

party itself doesn't have a role.  
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[Tape stops] 

 

CH: So your involvement with the Democratic party didn't really make that much 

difference? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: And that's true with the Republican party, too, I think you’d also mentioned that. 

 

STRAUB: Probably. 

 

CH: What about your relationship with the Democratic caucus in the Legislature? Was 

there anything... 

 

STRAUB: No. They don't allow outsiders to sit in on their caucuses. 

 

CH: And your involvements with the party around the state, anything? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Or regionally? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: What about nationally? 

 

STRAUB: You mean when I was in office? 
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CH: Yes. 

 

STRAUB: Well, I'd always support the Democratic candidate for president, you know. I 

did what I could do. 

 

CH: What was your relationship with Jimmy Carter like? 

 

STRAUB: It was very good. He was very friendly, he was very open, and I early on 

developed an admiration for him which I still have. 

 

CH: Wasn't there a time when you — I think it was on October 22 in 1977 where you had 

a flight with him on Air Force one between Denver and L.A. [Los Angeles]? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: How did that go? 

 

STRAUB: He sat on the arm of my chair, right there [demonstrating], and we talked, 

and he talked about — he had something he was concerned about. I can't remember now 

what it was, but we all discussed it. I don't know what it was, I don't recall. 

 

CH: In the newspaper article before that trip it said that you were planning to discuss 

forestry, energy, welfare, federal funding for abortion. Do you recall any of those things 

coming up? 

 

STRAUB: No. He brought up something that was bothering him, that was a problem for 

him, and he wanted our — there were about ten or twelve of us in this section of the plane. 

 

CH: What about the 1976 national convention? Did you go to that? 
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STRAUB: 1976? 

 

CH: That would have been when Carter was elected, wouldn't it? 

 

STRAUB: Nominated. 

 

CH: Nominated. 

 

STRAUB: I don't think I went. I'm not sure. I know I went to the 1968, 1968 and 1972 and 

1976, it would have been 1976. Yes, that was Carter. 

 

CH: But you didn't go? 

 

STRAUB: If I did, I didn't do anything. 

 

 [End of Tape 5, Side 2] 
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Tape 6, Side 1 
1991 June 17 

 

CH: This is an interview with Bob Straub in his home outside of Salem, Oregon, and the 

interviewer for the Oregon Historical Society is Clark Hansen. The date is June 17, 1991, 

and this is Tape 6, Side A. 

What about the governors’ conferences? You've mentioned some of that already, 

but were there regional conferences? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did you go to any of those? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was your involvement, and how would you describe them? How many did you 

go to? 

 

STRAUB: I think the involvement was what the occasion called for. I can't recall 

anything dramatic or anything startling that occurred at the ones that I went to. [They were] 

enjoyable. I remember we had one in Sun Valley, we had one in Wyoming. 

 

CH: Did they occur every year? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. Western Governors Conference, it was called. I remember going down 

to San Francisco — this is a different subject, but I remember going down to San Francisco 

because President Gerald Ford wanted to meet with the governors on the West Coast, and 

you know, you'd just talk. It's window dressing, kind of. “The president wants to find out 

what's going on.” 
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CH: What were your perceptions of Ford? 

 

STRAUB: Oh, I liked him. I think he was a poor president, but I liked him personally. I 

met Don Rumsfeld, had a chance to visit with him, and he was a very capable guy. I was 

disappointed he decided not to run for president a few years ago when he was talking 

about running. I think he was a very special guy. 

 

CH: What about Governor Reagan? He would have been there, wouldn't he? 

 

STRAUB: No. He wasn't in office when I was in office. 

 

CH: That's when Jerry Brown was... 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: What was your impression of Jerry Brown? 

 

STRAUB: I liked Jerry. 

 

CH: And who would have been the other governors during these conferences that you 

— was Dan Evans? 

 

STRAUB: Dan Evans was always there and always very good, yes. I can't remember 

the others, three or four — well, Cecil Andrus. 

 

CH: He's had quite a career. How did he impress you? 

 

STRAUB: Very much. He was raised in Eugene. 
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CH: Oh, he was? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And he has a strong environmental stance, too. 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: Did you work with him as governor, say over the rivers or the? 

 

STRAUB: There weren't any occasions, no. 

 

CH: Nationally, you had — and I think we sort of touched upon this earlier — you had an 

idea about a guaranteed allocation of fuel for conservation which you and, I don't know, 

somebody who was trying to get accepted nationally — do you recall that issue? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Were there other governors around the country that you had particular good 

rapport with or worked with or got to know? 

 

STRAUB: The governor — I can't think of his name now. Bill something or other. 

 

CH: The governor of Michigan? 

 

STRAUB: He'd been there quite a while. The reason that I got close to him is that Pat 

went to Smith College with his wife, and so we'd get together, the foursome. Bill — I can't 

remember now what his last name was, but he was a good fellow. 

 



Straub  SR 1128 
 

165 
 

CH: In Oregon's federal delegation, I guess the senior-most member would have been 

Mark Hatfield. What was your relationship with him like? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think it's always been good since he was in the Senate. I've always felt 

that he was very attentive and was a very strong, very good Senator and was very 

interested in doing everything he could to help Oregon. 

 

CH: Were there pieces of legislation that you worked on together? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember any specifics, no, but I know that he was very good, always 

very responsive, very available. 

 

CH: What about Bob Packwood? 

 

STRAUB: A little different category. 

 

CH: How would you describe the difference? 

 

STRAUB: More opportunistic. If he thought there was some benefit to him, he'd be 

attentive; otherwise, he couldn't be disturbed. 

 

CH: And Al Ullman? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I don't know. 

 

CH: Why did the people in his district vote him out of office when he was in one of the 

most powerful positions in the country? Didn't he follow Wilbur Mills as the chairman of the 

Ways and Means Committee? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And Wilbur Mills was considered one of the ten most powerful people in the country 

at the time. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Why would — I mean, that district will probably never have another opportunity like 

that. 

 

STRAUB: I don't think it helped the district any that he had become that powerful. I 

don't think he used his power for anything. I've heard from people — I never had any 

problems because I was governor and he was friendly and respectful, but I've heard a 

number over in his district say how distant and arrogant he had become. People don't like 

that in their elected officials. 

 

CH: What about Les AuCoin? 

 

STRAUB: I think he's a very high-caliber guy. I haven't had too much dealings with him, 

but I think he's a very good man. I think he'll make a very good U.S. senator. He's very 

serious, hard-working. 

 

CH: And Jim Weaver? 

 

STRAUB: Well, Jim was an enigma. He was very brash and explosive, but he also was 

very bright and he was very farsighted on a lot of the things that he worked at, but he 

destroyed himself politically by some other aspects of his personality. 

 

CH: The explosive side of his personality? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Bob Duncan? 

 

STRAUB: I was surprised that he got defeated. I thought he was a good congressman 

and a good man, always. Of course, I've known him and worked with him a long time. 

 

CH: Was he defeated by Ron Wyden? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: You liked Ron Wyden as well. 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes. 

 

CH: Why do you think that Wyden was able to...? 

 

STRAUB: It's a mystery to me. I don't know. If I had lived in the district, even though 

liking Ron Wyden as much as I even did then, I would have voted for Bob Duncan because 

Bob's a good man, a good quality, real top quality, guy.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

There are three people in Oregon that, having the chance, having the opportunity 

to get to know them and to become friends of theirs, has by itself made all the years I've 

spent in politics worthwhile. One is Glenn Jackson, whom I've already referred to. The 

second is Senator Wayne Morse, as sterling and strong and outstanding and honorable a 

man as you'd ever hope to meet, and also a lot of fun to be with — we had a common 
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interest in cattle and farming, ranching. And the third is Governor Tom McCall. Beautiful 

people, all three of them. 

 

CH: Did you have close relationships with each one of them, or these were just people 

that you admired from a distance? 

 

STRAUB: No, I would say that I had easy access to any of the three at any time, that 

we enjoyed being with each other. I remember, for example, with Tom McCall, I could never 

visit with him on anything before we'd have some big laughs about something that had 

happened recently, either to him or to me. Just a very — and Senator Wayne Morse and 

Glenn Jackson the same way. Just very, very admirable people and wonderful people to 

be with. 

 

CH: I've heard at times that Wayne Morse, and even Tom McCall, could have very sharp 

anger displays with people that they were in disagreement with. There are, of course, the 

stories about Wayne Morse and his relationship with Dick Neuberger, and some of the 

anger that Tom McCall had with Hatfield over a few occasions earlier in his career when 

he wanted to be secretary of state. And later when Mark Hatfield was — he was thinking 

of — I believe he was thinking of running against Hatfield, or maybe it was Wayne Morse, I 

can't remember now, but did you ever experience any of that side of their...? 

 

STRAUB: No. I know what you say about Senator Morse and Dick Neuberger is true, 

and it may have been true with anyone else who was in any way a threat to Senator Morse, 

because I never at any time was a threat to Senator Morse politically. I was always a very 

strong admirer and supporter and worked for him. And also with Tom McCall, I think he did 

have flashes of anger and did have smoldering resentment against Hatfield, but that's 

because Hatfield was always kind of sniffy and stuffy talking about Tom McCall. But Tom 

knew how much I enjoyed his company and admired him, and so our relationship was built 

on a more solid foundation. 
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CH: You've just made a good description here of Wayne Morse. What about Edith 

Green? Did you know her at all? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I knew her, and there were very bad feelings on her part toward me. I 

don't know what the background of that is, but I have always felt that she was an 

outstanding political person here in the state and did an awful lot of good. 

 

CH: And Wendell Wyatt? 

 

STRAUB: Wendell Wyatt I've always respected and admired. He was a very good 

politician. He had the capacity to compromise in order to reach goals that otherwise could 

not have been achieved. 

 

CH: Was he in office when you were governor? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember. I think he was, but I'm not sure. 

 

CH: What about as Oregon's ambassador outside of the state while you were governor? 

You traveled around the country some, or outside of the country, even, while you were 

governor? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I went to Japan once and I went to Germany. I went to Germany to 

influence the Wacker Chemical Company to locate their plant in Portland. 

 

CH: Was that successful? 
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STRAUB: Yes. Mayor Goldschmidt, at the time mayor of Portland, and I went and, well, 

I'm sure it helped a little bit that we went over there and showed our interest enough to go 

visit them. 

 

CH: What was your relationship with Neil Goldschmidt like? 

 

STRAUB: Very good. It's always been very good. He first worked for me in 1966 in the 

gubernatorial campaign, and we've been friends ever since. 

 

CH: What about around the country at all, aside from your governors conferences? 

 

STRAUB: No, not very much. 

 

CH: Were you going down to Mexico at that time? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Did you perform anything officially while you were down there? 

 

STRAUB: I started to promote a sister state relationship with the state of Sonora and 

called on the governor in Sonora. It never went anywhere because I got involved in other 

things, but I wish it was — I think it was a good idea and I wish that the state of Oregon 

could develop a sister state relationship with one of the states in the northern part of 

Mexico. 

 

CH: What about with the neighboring states, Washington, Idaho, California, Nevada? 
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STRAUB: I had good relations with Dan Evans and with Cecil Andrus and with Jerry 

Brown. I had a high regard for the governor of Utah at the time, but we never had any 

interplay or any reason to become particularly involved. 

 

CH: Maybe we could touch down on your gubernatorial election in 1978. How did the 

public assess your first term? 

 

STRAUB: I think they assessed it as being a term that not very much was accomplished. 

 

CH: Why did they have that perception? 

 

STRAUB: Because not very much was accomplished. 

 

CH: Does that go back to your idea about how there just wasn't that much to address? 

 

STRAUB: I think we had been moving at a fast momentum in the state under Tom 

McCall's leadership during the time he was in office, and you just can't keep running all the 

time and there were not the public issues that were timely in terms of trying to mobilize 

some action. And it often happens, too, that a governor does his best work the second 

four-year term. That was true of Governor McCall, for example. His really far-reaching 

leadership occurred in the second term. 

 

CH: What about the polls and the media during your campaign? How did they reflect 

popularity for you? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I don't remember about the polls. I don't think we had any. I don't recall 

what they were. I'm sure if I had had access to them, they would have shown that Vic was 

running very strong. 
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CH: Who was your campaign chair at that point? 

 

STRAUB: I think Ken Johnson. 

 

CH: What about the media? How did they portray you? 

 

STRAUB: I think they were fair, as they always had been with me. I felt they gave me a 

fair shake and reported accurately what was happening. 

 

CH: Did you have solid support among the rest of the Democrats? 

 

STRAUB: Oh no, I don't think so. I never was liberal enough for the left-wing liberal part 

of the party and I never was conservative enough for the conservative die-hard southern 

part of the party. 

 

CH: I guess I just — it seems odd to me that the Democratic party, for their own self-

interest, wouldn't rally behind you for the appointments that you would then end up giving 

and the things that you could do, your influence. 

 

STRAUB: Well, it doesn't work that way in Oregon, and the Republican party has a 

problem, too. They probably lost the governor's race this last time because of a splinter 

occurring in the Republican ranks. 

 

CH: What was Vic Atiyeh's challenge like to your governorship? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it obviously was effective. I don't remember what major theme he tried 

to develop, whether it was something critical of me or whether it was something positive 

that he wanted to do. I don't recall. I know we had a few joint appearances, but not very 

many. 
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CH: At the time there was a conservative swing occurring, wasn't there? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: When was Reagan first elected? 

 

STRAUB: 1980. 

 

CH: 1980. So this would have been 1979 or 1978 during the campaign. Do you think that 

this was a prelude to that whole conservative swing? 

 

STRAUB: I think it's true in Oregon because times were good in Oregon towards the 

end of my administration, and it's often true that Democrats get elected when times are 

bad and they get thrown out of office when times are good. 

 

CH: Why do you think that is? 

 

STRAUB: I don't know. 

 

CH: What about your assessment of Vic Atiyeh's leadership in the Legislature? How 

would you characterize it? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think it was very strong. I don't think he — well, he's put it in his own 

words: “If it ain't broke, don't fix it,” which means don't do anything unless there's 

something really critically wrong. 
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CH: It seems like that would temper criticism against you for not effecting a lot of 

change. If he also said that he wasn't interested in effecting a lot of change, wouldn't that 

play into your...? 

 

STRAUB: Well, you'd think so, but it didn't work that way. 

 

CH: Why Atiyeh? Why was he running against you and not somebody else in the 

Republican party that might have been a little stronger?  

 

STRAUB: Well, of course, I really don't know, but he was just interested in moving 

ahead. Of course, he was my opponent in 1974. You know, when you're in politics, you 

want to move up. 

 

CH: In 1974 you beat him by a large margin, didn't you? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Was he sort of a constant critic of yours during your term? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: I remember some of the issues during that campaign. One of them was on the 

Measure 6 tax relief. Do you recall how that broke down between the two of you? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: And there was a Measure 1 about the so-called Missouri Plan mandating that federal 

judges run periodically for office against their record. 
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STRAUB: Yes, I remember it, but I don't think it was something that had very much 

public interest. 

 

CH: Were there any other issues that... 

 

STRAUB: Not that I recall. 

 

CH: How did the course of the campaign go? 

 

STRAUB: Well, it went downhill for me. 

 

CH: Do you attribute that to anything that happened during the campaign? 

 

STRAUB: No, I think it was just a general erosion and Vic doing a good job 

campaigning. 

 

CH: Who did he have running his campaign? 

 

STRAUB: I don't remember. 

 

CH: What were the final results, do you remember? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Right after the end of your term you received the E.B. McNaughton Civil Liberties 

award. What was that for? 

 

STRAUB: I can't remember if there was a specific event or whether it was a general 

evaluation. I can't recall. 
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CH: Reflecting on your having been governor, how did it feel, in retrospect? 

 

STRAUB: It was a wonderful experience and a very fulfilling opportunity that anybody 

would relish, and of course I feel very grateful and thankful for having had the opportunity. 

A little disappointed that I didn't have a chance for another four years, but not painfully so. 

It's wonderful to have the authority — you don't have complete authority, you don't have 

as much authority as a lot of people think you do, but you do have some, you do have quite 

a bit, and if some head of a department or some bureaucrat does something that is 

unresponsive or not heeding the requirements of the situation, and they're being strictly a 

bureaucratic kind of a response, if you know about it, you can do something about it. You 

can get that kind of stuff stopped, and that's very gratifying to be able to do something like 

that. 

 

CH: There have been some comments very early on in your term, and then after your 

term or towards the end of your term, that you never really felt comfortable in that position. 

 

STRAUB: Well, it was true in the first part of the term, but I don't think it was the last 

part, the last half. 

 

CH: Why was it true in the first part? 

 

STRAUB: I just felt uncomfortable, you know. It was always something I had aspired to 

and looked up to, and then when I was there, it — I just didn't hardly feel that I was qualified 

or that — you know, I just wasn't comfortable. But that wasn't during the whole term. 

 

CH: In retrospect, you had mentioned in a previous visit off tape that you felt more 

effective as state treasurer than you did as governor. 
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STRAUB: Well, I think I accomplished more that was of far-reaching significance. A 

whole, total overhaul of the financial management of the state of Oregon in terms of how 

investments were handled and how cash flow was speeded up so you could start earning 

interest at the banks more quickly, really making money work for the public interest the 

way it should. I think that's something that was a permanent mark. Certainly my 

environmental efforts were timely and successful. The Willamette greenway, cleaning up 

the Willamette River, stopping the highways being built on the beaches of Oregon, these 

are all things that are of lasting benefit to the people of Oregon. 

 

CH: How would you assess the ways that your family played a part in your political life? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think that — well, my oldest son, Jeff helped with the campaign in 

1974. Whatever work he was doing, he dropped out for a period. Then Jane, our daughter 

Jane, stayed out of college one semester and helped me with the campaign. Of course, 

my wife Pat has been an invaluable, irreplaceable source of help and comfort and strength, 

and everything else, to me in this area as well as other areas of life. 

 

CH: What about the relationship that — well, what about raising a family while in public 

office. 

 

STRAUB: I don't see any problem. I don't see anything different than not being in public 

office. 

 

CH: Was it either difficult or advantageous for your children? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think it made any difference. 

 

CH: What about how their lives evolved? Was there any effect on... 
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STRAUB: I don’t think so. I don’t think so. 

 

CB: Their relationships with kids were the same? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

 [End of Tape 6, Side 1] 
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Tape 6, Side 2 
1991 June 17 

 
 

CH: This is an interview with Governor Bob Straub. This is Tape 6, Side B. 

Were there any significant events with your family while you were in public office 

that you would care to mention? Marriages or? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so. Our youngest son had some difficulty with drugs. I think, at 

least to our knowledge, he was the only one of our children that had gotten involved with 

drugs, but he was at that age or that period of time. Then he was killed in an automobile 

accident in Texas. But that all occurred before I was elected to the governor's office. 

 

CH: You were treasurer at the time? 

 

STRAUB: No, it was in between. I had two years in between. 

 

CH: In 1974, you said. 

 

STRAUB: He was killed in, yes, February of 1974, I think. 

 

CH: It seems like that would have had a major effect on your family. 

 

STRAUB: Well, it did, it did. I'm trying to think — I think it was December of 1973 that he 

had his accident. 

 

CH: You said that that was while he was in Texas? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. He was hitchhiking through Texas. 
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CH: And somebody hit him while he was standing on the road? 

 

STRAUB: No, he'd gotten a ride, and about midnight they had pulled over onto the 

shoulder either to change drivers or to take a leak or something, and a big truck — and 

back in the car again, and a big truck smashed into the — thinking, you know, he saw — 

that the lights of the car were in the lane of the highway, and just smashed into the rear of 

the car. 

 

CH: What have the effects of public life been on your friendships? 

 

STRAUB: I don't see anything different, except it kind of influences your — it influences 

who you have as friends because it's natural that you make friends with people you spend 

a lot of time with. If you're a golf addict, you have friends at the golf course because you're 

with them, and the same thing with politics. 

 

CH: Did it change at all after you became governor? Were people less likely to approach 

you or more likely to approach you? 

 

STRAUB: I think a little more likely because they just — either they had something to 

complain about or compliment me on. The complaints were more frequent than the 

compliments, because that's the way things go, but not too much difference. 

 

CH: What about business relationships? 

 

STRAUB: Well, you really didn't have business relationships when you were in office 

because — well, whatever businesses I was involved with I had turned over to someone 

else or was totally inactive during the time I was in office. 
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CH: Were there any business activities that you did maintain while you were in office 

that you turned over to... 

 

STRAUB: Well, we've got a ranch over in Wheeler County that we kept running, had 

rental property down in Eugene that we kept operating, but I didn't do either of those 

personally. 

 

CH: Were there other effects of public life, having been in public life, that you recall? 

 

STRAUB: I don't think so.  

 

[Tape stops] 

 

CH: How did it feel to you as you were leaving public office? 

 

STRAUB: I was disappointed because I had come to enjoy the role of governor, so I 

was disappointed. 

 

CH: What had you intended to accomplish for your next term? 

 

STRAUB: I can't recall that, and I don't know that I had anything specific in mind. 

 

CH: Did you realize at that point that that would be the last time that you would be 

holding an elective office? 

 

STRAUB: No. No, I didn't. It's just that when I returned to private life I got tied in again 

with things that I enjoy doing, like ranching and logging and taking care of private 

investments, and I just got away from it and stayed away from it. 
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CH: Were there any political organizations that you were involved with after...?  

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: None at all? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: No political action committees or? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Any community organizations? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: What about social organizations? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Fraternal or beneficent? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Religious? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: So your main activities, then, were in ranching and logging and finance? 
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STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Anything else? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Did it feel good for you to be, by that point, as you were involved with these other 

things, to sort of have your own personal life back? 

 

STRAUB: Yes, I did enjoy it, and do enjoy it. There are days like Saturday now. 

 

CH: Days like Saturday? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. You have control over the whole day. 

 

CH: What do you do during your days? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I do a variety of things. I'm on a bank board in Eugene, I have a major 

interest in a water company down in the Eugene-Springfield area, I have a ranch in eastern 

Oregon, I've got timber and cut-over timberland, I do investments, financial investments. 

 

CH: For other people? 

 

STRAUB: No, for myself. 

 

CH: I had heard that you were involved with housing, in some housing issues? 
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STRAUB: I am here in Salem. Two years ago we started a nonprofit housing 

organization, buying old houses and remodeling them and making them available for low-

income families. We're working — we've got seventeen houses now. It's called Salem Self-

Help Housing. It's been, I think, very successful so far. 

 

CH: Did you help start that? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: And it's still going? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: Anything else that you were involved in? 

 

STRAUB: [No audible response.] 

 

CH: Do you have any other comments or thoughts or reflections on your life or public 

life or things that...? 

 

STRAUB: Well, nothing that I haven't already covered in this conversation. No, I think 

the thing that is of a little bit concern is the fact that it — frequently it's so difficult to get 

very much public interest in a problem until a problem becomes extremely critical. And 

then, of course, a lot of damage has been done, and also, then, at that point it's a lot harder 

to take effective action. But people have a lot of other demands on their attention, either 

pleasurable demands or worrying about debt or financing or their marriage situation, and 

just a lot of things, that have a higher priority than public issues until a public issue really 

becomes critical. And I don't have any solution for changing that. I don't know what any 

single thing could be done to change it. 
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CH: Do you do any farming here at all? 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: You used to run and do some hiking and things like that. 

 

STRAUB: Yes. 

 

CH: I presume that with the problem you're having temporarily with your knees that you 

probably haven't been able to do that. 

 

STRAUB: No. 

 

CH: Are there other things that you enjoy doing in terms of activities? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I enjoy working. I mean, I enjoy the work I do. I guess I enjoy logging 

and working in small timber doing pre-commercial thinnings and taking out the suppressed 

trees and leaving the dominant trees, things that improve the production of the forest 

lands. I enjoy that very much, and so it's like — well, it's a hobby for me and it's a recreation 

and a relaxation for me. I enjoy that more than playing golf, or something like that. 

 

CH: Do you still make trips down to Mexico? 

 

STRAUB: Yes. We go down probably twice a year, in the fall and then again in the 

spring. We have a very high affection for the Mexican people, the Mexican culture. I think 

the president they have down there, Salinas de Gortari is an outstanding leader and really 

doing some great things for Mexico, for the economy and for the people. 
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CH: So you would approve of the trade pact that's going in, the free trade pact. 

 

STRAUB: Oh yes, you bet. 

 

CH: How have you felt about changes in Oregon politics over the years since you left 

office? Have there been things either that you've been involved in or that you have strong 

feelings about that have happened? 

 

STRAUB: Well, I think Governor Goldschmidt was as good a governor as we're going 

to get, and I was sorry that he didn't run for reelection because I think he did an awful lot 

for the state and the people of Oregon, had a good sense of humor, is smart, intelligent, 

hard-working, honest. When you get those qualities in one person who's governor, in a 

position of the governorship, I think that's about all you can ask for. Barbara Roberts is and 

will be a very good governor. She shows a lot of independence, which I think is desirable. 

She doesn't seem to sit around reading the polls to see how she should vote on things, so 

I think she's a real credit to the Democratic party. 

 

CH: Well, do you have anything else you'd like to say? 

 

STRAUB: No. I think this has been a very extensive and thorough coverage of 

everything that I know. 

 

CH: I appreciate your time in doing this, and I hope that it hasn't been too drawn out for 

you, but I'd like to thank you for your cooperation on it. 

 

STRAUB: Thank you. 

 

 [End of Tape 6, Side 2] 
 [End of Interview] 
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