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S
ATURDAY, September 21 
officially designated LIB 
DAY by the United States 

date, there will be three, possibly 
emergency cargo type, known as the 
given the Commission designation 
Ships." 

Nation-Wide Observa 

and the shipbuilders to participate. 
dent of the United States has been as 
Commission to take such part as his 
official duties will permit and to ad 
nation over the radio on this day. 

The 

Days 

it is pointed out that this will be the largest 
mass launching of merchant ships since the 
days of the first World War, the occasion of our 
last great emergency shipbuilding program. 
Further, it is doubly significant, because it is 
evidence that our present emergency program 
is many months ahead of that of the first World 

-...._.., _ _ War and ahead, in fact, of the original produc-

~
~ ·on. schedules which were set early this year. 

o;ie" j chedules, which originally called for 
\1 ver: of only two Liberty Ships this year, 
\ er .n so advanced as to indicate that the 

~··~ '""""''e Commission will have about 20 in 
y that time. 

the acceleration that has been given the 
mission's long range and emergency pro

ms, the pledge to the American people of 
o ships a day" 'in 1942 and 1943" will be 

filled. 

Choice of Names 

Commission has adopted a policy of 
ing the Liberty Ships for those great 

ericans of the past who made a considerable 

r....:::=..::::..~="'~~:;..;;=:i"' ched at frequent intervals from Sep

effort our nation is making, is emphasized when 
tember 27th on, will be named in accordance 
with the same policy. The only exception is the 
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first Liberty Ship to be launched in Oregon. 
That is to be named the STAR OF OREGON, 
as explained elsewhere in this issue. 

Production Speed-up 

There are 312 of these Liberty Ships under 
construction and the Commission has been 
authorized by the Congress to build more. 

A brief chronological statement of the emer
gency ship program will give an idea of the 
speed-up that has been the result of the order 
by the President last January to put the pro
gram under way and- produce as many ships 
as possible, as fast as possible. 

The Commission found that seven new yards 
would be necessary, as all existing United 
States shipyards capable of building ocean
going cargo vessels were filled to capacity with 
production for the Navy, the Commission, or 
private owners. 

By February, agreement had been reached 
with existing shipbuilding companies to con
struct the yards and operate them. Funds for 
facilities were provided by the Commission. 
Contracts for 200 emergency ships had been let 
by March 18th. The first keel was laid on 
April 30th. 

On April 14th the President allocated Lease
Lend funds to the Commission to build more 
ships, 112 of which were to be of this Liberty 

Launching of three Liberty Ships on Sep
tember 2 7, for which keels were laid on April 30, J 
May 19 and May 24, respectively, means that 
barely more than four months on the ways has 
been required for these first ships. That will be 
reduced considerably, it is expected, in the 
same type of ships that will follow . Perform
ance thus far by the shipbuilders indicates 
these Liberty Ships can be put into service in 
from four and a half to six months from the 
keel layings. 

) 
Some indication of the speed of this program 

is shown by the fact that production of emer
gency cargo ships in the first World War days { 
took from 10 to 12 months on an average. 

Our Contribution 

Within the short space of a few months a 
Portland marsh has been transformed into a 
shipyard where a great industry has geared its 
tempo to the speed and needs of the nation's 
defense. Preparations to launch this, our first 
vessel, have called for the energy, devotion, 
safety-mindedness and high resolve of every 
man. 

Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation is proud on 
this occasion to make its first contribution, the 
" STAR OF OREGON," to the Liberty Fleet. 
Progress can be reported in terms not only of 

ilities built and keels but today a vessel 

Ship design. The seven yards created under the~ . ' 
first emergency program were expanded slig~ 
an~ two were considerabl~~ ~ 
ships had been ordered.-bv1!1 ~~ 

-----~ ~~ ..::--.~ 
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Ceremonies 
Launch -

1941 

3:00 P .M. 
- 3 :30 P .M . 

( A s we go to press ) 

National Anthem 
U. S. Army Band, 162nd Infantry 

v v 
Introduction of Master of Ceremonies, Hon. 

Joseph K . Carson, by representative of Oregon 
Shipbuilding Corporation. 

\I v 
Address by the President of the United States 

(by transcription) 
v v 

Introduction of youngest workman on the job, 
Charles Thomas Albert, 16-year-old ship
fi.tter' s helper 

VY 
Presentation of Bouquet of Portland roses to 

Mrs. Charles A. Sprague, Sponsor, and Mrs. 
Charles A. Shea and Mrs. Paul B. Wallace, 
Matrons of Honor, by Mr. Albert. 

vv 
Introduction of U.S. Martime Commission and 

Oregon ShipbuildinQ sorporation officials 

Address by Mayor Earl Riley 
v v 

Address by Gover.nor Charles A . Sprague 
vv 

Invocation by Chaplain C. H . Mansfield, U.S.N. 
'VV 

Christening of Ship by Sponsor 
vv 

Selection by U. S. Army Band r 

80'5'0'5 WHISTLE E d itOTs ___________ --------------------- -- -------- _____ ____________________________ _______ _______________ you 
RepOTters ______ ---------------------------------------------------- ____________________ THE REST 

PUBLISHED Bl-WEEKLY Subscription Ra tes _________ -------------------------------------------------TEAMWORK 

/ OT a ll employees of "We Cover the Waterfront" 
THE OREGON SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, May 19, 1841 , the first 
sea-going vessel built in the Oregon country slid into the 
Willamette river from the east side of what is now Swan 

Island. She was the "STAR OF OREGON." 

The centennial of that event was celebrated May 19, 1941, 
with the laying of the first keel in the Oregon Shipbuilding 
Corporation yard, which event commemorated the beginning 
of shipbuilding in the Pacific Northwest. 

On the occasion of that first launching in 1841, there were no 
Hying banners and no cheering crowd. The only spectators 
mentioned in the surviving accounts were the six young men 
with whom the project had originated. Probably a few river 
Indians in dugout canoes looked furti"."elY on from a safe dis
tance. Portland at that time had not been thought of. 

The coincidence of celebrating the centennial of the "ST AR 
OF OREGON" with the laying of the first keel in our present 
shipyard, started a movement to bestow the same name on the 
first vessel to be launched by Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation. 

Accordingly, at the special request of the people of Oregon, 
and in commemoration of the first merchant vessel ever 
launched in this State, which vessel bore the same name, an 
exception to the Maritime Commission's policy to name all the 
Liberty Ships after famous American liberators, has been made. 
Hence the happy and significant choice of the name for Hull 171. 

What's in a name? As has been said, in this case a century of 
prideful example in leadership and accomplishment. And so we 
give you another "STAR OF OREGON!" A new star, a new 
ship, launched upon a great adventure. 

5 
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Seen through the horoscope, the "STAR OF OREGON" is in complete 
agreement with all favorable signs. Astronomical interpretation of the 
signs in the Zodiac controlling the destiny of our ship, indicates an 
adventurous ands ccessful career. 

* TWO 
SHlllN6 STARS GIVE 
YOU THEIR BRIGHTEST 
STAR PERFORMANCES! 

THE "ST AR OF OREGON" 
(No. 1) was a sailer, only 53 feet 
long, of the fore~and-aft schooner 

.type. But she was a big undertaking 
for the handful of settlers who built 
her with primitive tools. 

The shipyard that turned her out 
was what is an Island-
today a · 

wanted ships for ocean commerce 
that they built the vessel. They 
needed cattle. So they decided to 
build a ship, sail the ship to San 
Francisco (then known as · Port 
Yerba Buena) and there trade the 
vessel to the Mexicans for livestock. 
This they did. Six men, newly 
trained in navigation, sailed the 
"STAR OF OREGON" to Yerba 
Buena, and there exchanged her for 
350 cows. The captain of the ship, 

Joseph Gale, meanwhile organized a 
company of forty-two men in Cali
fornia, who contributed other herds. 
In all, 1,250 head of cattle, 600 
horses and mules, and nearly 3 ,000 
sheep, were driven north fo Oregon 
as a result of the venture. Thus the 

~--.i.,ittle schooner holds an important 
p a n the annals of the Oregon 
co try, not alone as the start of the 

1pbuilding industry, but also as 
.the means of giving a great boost to 
"livestock raising. 

* 
Star ef Oregon Number Z 
Makes Ready to Turn in 

Star Performance 

One hundred years hence who 
will there be to read of the "ST AR 
OF OREGON" (No. 2) now making 
ready to turn in a star performance? 

First conceived in the minds of 
the architects, . stage one in her 
career began with the laying of the 
keel- a function which was per
formed with appropriate ceremony, 
as note the picture on the opposite 
page: 

Symbol of fortune, for her we pre
dict a bright future! 
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Building the Backbone 
of the Ship 

* 
The first plates of a ship are 

those formit'J.g the keel, which 
forms the basis of the hull. 

In-- a . modem ocean - going 
cargo vessel, the term keel is 
no more than a term,' because 
the keel consists of a series of 
oblong plates placed on the 
blocks end to end, quite flat 
for about 60 per cent of the 

START OF THE SHIP 

KEEL LAYING CEREMONY, MAY 19, 1941 

ship's length, and bent up 
towards the fore and aft ends 
of the vessel, respectively, to 
take the stem bar and stem 
frame. 

The complete set of keel 
plates is taken one by one to 
the building berth and each 
plate is lifted onto the blocks 
by the giant cranes, being 
lowered into its proper place 
according to the sequence 
numbers. 

The keel plates are all cen
tered on the blocks, making 
sure that the keel is straight. 
As soon as they are laid and 
levelled, welding begins. After 
the angle bars have been 
placed in position, a start is 
made with the placing in pos
ition of the vertical keel. This, 
with the flat keel plate, forms 
the backbone of the ship. It is 
to these vertical angle bars 
that the floors, as they are 
called, are next attached. 

When plating has been 
placed underneath, on top and 
along the sides, they form the 
double bottom of the ship. 

7 
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Ready for Her Element . . . 
THE LAUNCHING and christening ceremony is the 
I great event in a ship's career. No matter how great a 

name she may make for herself afterwards, or how many 
records she may break, the memory of all who attended 
her launching will inevitably return to that first occasion 
when she slid down the ways, gradually gathering 
momentum. The moment when she took the water and 
made her curtsy to the guests at the head of the slip 
before she surrendered herself to the care of the attendant 
tugs, will be long remembered. 

However many launching ceremonies may have been 
experienced, most spectators still know a thrill as they 
see a ship go down the ways. 

No matter what country it may be, savage or civilized, 
the launch of a ship is always the occasion for an im
pressive and sometimes picturesque ceremony. Even in 
the maritime nations which have adopted identical ship
building machinery and scientific procedure for bringing 
the ship to the launching stage, the details of the ceremony 
may vary, but the event is always one to call for excite
ment and jubilation. Months of preparation have now 
brought our ship to that exciting moment when she will 
be committed to her own true element. 
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Providing for the Shipworkers' Leisure
Time Activities 

WORKERS' off-duty hours are filled with a variety of activities. Golf tournaments, week-end 
fishing, sandlot baseball, swimming, boating and other pursuits fill up those off-the-job 

· hours when even shipbuilders must be re-created. What with ambitious workmen burning 
the midnight oil to fit their supplementary job training classes in between, there is room for wonder 
that there is time to play at all. But play, even in these hectic, busy days, has its important niche 
to fill. "All work makes Jack a dull boy." 

Our recreation committee is busily engaged with the whole problem of our leisure-time program, 
for which adequate preparation is being made, if interest is sufficient. Workers, therefore, 'lre 
urged to register their interests. Use the Suggestion Box! 

Bowling Teams 
Under Way 

Last week we asked to 
hear from down your 
alley. And strike! A large 
group already are form
ing teams, including an 
inter-shop league now in 
the making. Others in
terested are asked to 
registerwith theBOS'N'S 
WHISTLE, which will 
feature the· results of all 
team competitio.n. R. M. 
Brown has offered to 
captain the Plate Shop 
team. 

Suggested 
A HOBBY SHOW 

Move to Organize 
Band 

Register your musical 
talent with the BOS'N'S 
WHISTLE! Since our 
call for band talent, sev
eralmusicianshavesigned 
up. To date we have Ed 
Johnson, clarinetist; J. 
Kelly, French horn; S. 
Olson, tuba. An anony
mous contributor pro
fesses to play the oboe. 
John Phillip .Sousa Stew
art still proffers his ser-
vices as band leader. If 

With the diversity of talent to be found in you play a musical in
an organization of 8,000 men, a hobby show is strument, let's get to
herewith suggested. Model boats, planes, gether for a rehearsal. 
paintings, wood inlays, leather tooling, photo- Sunday has been sug
graphy, or what have you, to be exhibited by gested at some spot out
our workmen, is an excellent suggestion. Yes, side the city limits! 
and even needlepoint (as witness our own Nick 
Rich!) Those interested should communicate 
at once with the BOS'N'S WHISTLE. 

GIRLS ORGANIZING TEAM 
The following IBM Key Punchers have 

organized a bowling team, and will take on any 
team on the job from Boilermakers to Junior 
Engineers. The IBM team consists of: Irene 
Eubank, Peggy Moe, Mary Swank, Helen 
Kahlstrom, Marianne Nelson, Mildred Lewis, 
Margaret Sather, Margaret Freeman, Audrey 
Ferguson and Gerry Embree. 

9 
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At the dawn of history, man already knew much about the relative bright
ness of stars and their apparent position and movements. For many 
centuries stars were generally believed to control human destiny, as many 
still believe, ~nd to "read the stars" was to know the fates . . . ~ 

-~~ ~ ~ ' 
- ~- - / · ~ 
~ .. 
. . /j/ \ 

GAZING AT OUR STAR! 
"It may be glorious to write thoughts that shall Alad ... like 

those far stars that come in sight once in a century." 
-James Russel Lowell 

Sleek, sharp lines are reflected in the artist' s drawintl of the type of ship which will be built here by the 
Oregon ShipbuildintJ Corporation under its contract with the United States Maritime Commission 
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''AS ONE STAR DIFFERETB 
II FROM ANOTHER • • • -ST. PAUL 

An interesting comparison may be made physically between the ''STAR OF OREGON" 
(No. 1) and the "STAR OF OREGON" (No. 2). 

The first "STAR OF OREGON" was 48 feet 
and 8 inches on the keel, and S3 feet and 8 
inches over all; that is, from night heads to 
taffrail, with 10 feet and 9 inches beam in the 
widest part, and drew, when in good ballast 
trim, 4 feet 6 inches water. Her frame was of 
swamp white oak, her knees were of seasoned 
red fir roots, her beams and carlins were of 
seasoned red fir timber. She was clinker built, 
and was of the Baltimore clipper model. She 
was planked with clear cedar planks dressed to 
plumb 1 U inches, which was spiked to every 
rib with a wrought iron spike one-half inch 
square, driven through a hole % inch and 
clinched to the inner side; her timbers standing 
9 inches apart, a nail U inch square was driven 

EC-2 . . . Oar Streamlinetl 

Principal characteristics of the EC2-S-Cl 
single screw vessel now under construction by 
the Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation for the 
U . S. Maritime Commission, offer an interest
ing comparison as contrasted with the "ST AR 
OF OREGON" (No. 1). 

Our EC-2 L iberty Ship is of all-welded con
struction, except that the shell is rivetted to 
the frames and shaft alley cover plates are 
rivetted so as to be removable. The ship will 
be a single screw steamer with two complete 
decks, i.e., second and upper, with a flat for
ward of the fore peak bulkhead between thes2 
decks. It will have a raked stem with paravane 
forefoot and a cruiser stem. The ship will be 
provided with two cargo mast s and one signal 
mast with telescope topmast, all of steel. There 
y.rill be provided eight booms SS feet long of 

* * 

between each timber. 

Her deck was double, first a three-fourths 
board, and over whjch, so to break joints, a 
plank of 1 ~ inches, which obviated the_ neces
sity of pitch and rendered her perfectly water
tight. She was what is generally called a fore 
and after ; that is, she had no topsail, but 
simply foresail, mainsail, gib and flying gib. 
Her spars were made of the straight fir sticks 
and consisted of foremast , fore topmast, main
mast and fiying gibboon, and thus equipped 
and painted black, with a small white ribbon 
running from stem to stem, she was one of the 
handsomest little crafts that ever sat upon the 
water. 

"STAR OF OREGON" (No. 2). 

S-ton capacity ; two S-ton booms 47 feet long, 
one lS-ton boom and one 30-ton boom. 

Length between perpendiculars will be 416 
feet; length, L . W. line, about 427 feet ; breadth, 
extreme, S7 feet ; depth, moulded upper, 37 feet 
4 inches; load draft, 27 feet 7 inches ; and 
height of 'tween decks, 8 feet 9 inches. 

Simplicity of design has been achieved to 
assure economy and operation. Propelling 
machinery has been provided in an efficient 
triple expansion marine engine. Steam will be 
supplied by two water-tube boilers. 

The ship in loaded condition, with all equip
ment, is designed to have a total displacement 
of 14,100 tons. It will carry a complement of 
S4 men, including officers and crew. 

A CKNOWLEDGEMENT 
A cknowled Aemen t is made to " The Jo urna l n for use of 
cer t ain fa c t s per tain inA t o the o r iAin a l " S tar of Ore Aon ." 

SIX GOOD REASONS FOR SAFETY 
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A NEST OF STEEL - - - LOOKING AFT, HULL 171 

Organiz 
The speed of construction on a 

depends upon the arrangements follo 
shipyard. A yard well laid out permit 
construction of such integral parts o 
hull as the complete frame sections 
heads on the ground at the head oft uilding 
ways. Thus a complete ship can be prepared 
by the platers, the frame turners and the ship
wrights in such a way that erection is the 
swiftest part of the whole performance. This 
requires careful organization and attention to 
detail. While all the various stages of con
struction work has been going on, the big cast-

truction 
he stem and stem frame, after mach

e been lifted in .position and incor
in the hull itself. The double bottom is 
he most important features of ship 
·on. Most of the world's mercantile 

composed of ships built on what is 
known as the transverse system of framing, 
with cellular watertight double bottoms. Longi
tudinal strength in the vessel is secured partly 
by the rigidity of this double bottom and partly 
by the presence of longitudinal girders . Pillars 
are also used to support the <leek structure and 
to aid in giving transverse rigidity to the hull. 
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MEN and SHIPS 
Vocational Training Program Filling Vital Need 

~INING CLASSES for men employed at the Oregon 
I ~~1pbuilding Corporation are now in progress for 23 

trades, with 650 men attending classes conducted co
operatively with the Portland Public School system. Of this 
number approximately 300 men have already completed 
'their supplementary training with nearly 400 now enrolled. 

There is a story behind this streamlined version of the old 
"night school" type of training that stirs the imagination. 
It is the story of labor, industry, schools, and the U . S. 
Government joining hands to meet a threatened shortage of 
skilled labor in a way that Hitler said could not be done in 
America. 

Months ago it was forseen that the huge orders turned 
over to industry would require more skilled men than were 
available. Other men had been out of work during the depres
sion and had lost the "feel" of their trade. The first training 
job, therefore, was to put on "refresher" courses of thirty . . . . 
hours a week training for men who have followed a trade but had been out of work in depression 
years or who. had been employed in other lines of work. This brought back the best help available 
to be placed on the job. 

But this was not enough. More contracts were issued and new factories and shipyards were built 
so that new men had to be trained. Union halls were flooded with persons looking for work and the 
Oregon Employment Service had a waiting list, all willing to work but many unskilled or but partly 
skilled. Classes for men with little previous training or experience were set up, to operate 20 hours 
a week, to bring up skills as rapidly as possible to the point where jobs were open in welding, rivet
ing, pipe fitting, and many other trades. 

Many men who were working wanted to take additional training to meet new conditions on the 
job, to prepare for advancement. Special classes were accordingly organized, meeting three nights 
a week. Foremen or skilled men from the job or union were brought in to teach the practical knowl
edge needed on the job. 

A pipe-fitter is preparinA him
self for immediate work in the 
ship-buildinA oroaram. 

Three hundred and fifty shipfitters from the Oregon Ship
building Corporation made up seven classes at Benson 
Polytechnic School. 

Johnnie Bowen and Mr. Reeves of the Oregon Shipbuild
ing Corporation took the lead in writing the course of study 
for these classes, and Mr. Hammil, National Defense Co
ordinator, said that he found no other such course printed 
that is comparable to this one. 

Mr. A. E . Niederhoff, a member of the U.S. Engineers, 
developed a new course in blueprint reading that has proved 
so popular that a second class had to be started and now a 
third will follow. 

About 100 men in electrical maintenance requested 
training and this time two weeks of practical training was 
given in the yard before regular training was started at 
Benson Polytechnic School. More classes are to begin in 
marine electricity, safety training and outside machinists, 
provided there are sufficient requests for enrollment. 

An important l.tem in all training courses now being 
conducted is the inclusion of specialized Safety Instruction 
by qualified instructors. 

Additional information may be obtained at the Personnel 
Office, pertaining to class schedules and procedure. 

13 
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LAUIClllC SUPERSTITIONS AND CUSTOMS 

LAUNCHING CEREMONIES, superstitions and cus
toms go so far back in the mists of history that it is 

impossible to trace their origin. The ancient Mediter
ranean warships fook the water garlanded with flowers , 
but often enough human sacrifices were offered to N ep
tune. Our forefathers' customs were not always pleasant, 
but they indicate the importance which was attached to 
the launching ceremony. 

At Chinese launchings incense is burned to propitiate 
the gods. Each spectator is provided with fireworks. He 
is expected to make the most possible noise. The idea of 
this is to frighten off devils who would remain with the 
ship. Superstitions, however, are not confined to the 
Chinese. They persist in Great Britain and even in the 
U.S. A. It is, for example, considered to be most unlucky 
to launch a ship on Friday. Even in 1914-18 boom days, 
when the steady supply of new ships was all-important, 
it was not risked, and is today considered unlucky and 
avoided whenever possible. Experienced shipyard workers 
will shake their heads and quote dozens of instances where 
ships whose owners braved the superstition came to grief. 

Hard-headed shipyard workers are superstitious over 
a man acting as sponsor. They can point to innumerable 
instances to justify the cause for alarm. Nowadays, the 
names of all warships and at least two cargo and merchant 
ships out of three are divulged before the christening 
ceremony. But in the days of the old racing clippers 
such premature revelation would have been regarded as 
foolhardy. Recently the Cunard White Star Line, with so 
much at stake, kept the names of her largest ships secret 
until the sponsor broke the bottle over the bow and 

C
~unced the christening formulae. 

~(, -- ~L__~ 

/ 111,rnJJJJ ~ 
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Break That Bottle! READY, SET, TO GO! 
It is considered most un-

OUR SHIP IN ITS FINAL STAGES READY 
FOR THE LAUNCH 

lucky if the sponsor fails to 
break the bottle at the first 
attempt, and a ship is held 
to be practically doomed if 
she enters the water with 
the bottle still intact! 

No Substitutes, Please! 
In one case a shipyard 

owner was an enthusiastic 
teetotaler, and either by his 
orders or from a desire to 
please him, the champagne 
had been emptied out of the 

bottle and water was sub
stituted. 

To hide the deception, the 
bottle was swathed with 
decorative ribbon until it 
had a thick padding. Three 
times the sponsor threw the 
bottle; three times it 
bounced off the steel bow. 
In despair, she handed it to 
a male attendant standing 
by. He toA the ribbon off the oottle, revealing 
the imposture, and finally smashed the bottle 
just as the ship was moving out of range. 
Immediately afterwards fifty people were 
drowned when the backwash from the ship's 
displacement carried away a crowded staging! 

A Warning to All Helpers and Junior 
Engineers 

The old Clyde shipbuilders used to round up 
all the apprentices and helpers before the 
launching, and proceed to have a sound thrash
ing or a good ducking administered by the 
older hands. The justification was that if the 
apprentices were not doing anything amiss at 

_the moment, they had it coming on general 
principles! A theory with which we do not 
whole-heartedly agree! 

Ice Cream, of All Things 

May we be pardoned a blush, to admit that 
in some American shipyards during the Prohi
bition days, ginger wine, ice cream, and even 
cocoanuts were smashed over the bows of the 
ship at the christening. Another American ship, 
intended for the molasses trade, was christened 
with treacle! 

Whatever the ceremony, the launch is a 
happy occasion. Stand by for the traditional 
baptism forward! 

Twelve Liberty Vessels Likened Unto 
Twelve Apostles 

Writing to Admiral Land of the U. S. Mari
time Commission, an imaginative minister of 
the Seaman's Church of New York sees in the 
launching of the 12 Liberty Ships a comparison 
with the 12 Apostles, all of whom were sea
faring men. The comparison is an apt one, and 
the Reverend Kelly ends his comment with the 
statement, "If ever there was a time when 
ships needs the full benefit of a spiritual bene
diction it is now." 

15 
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ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF OREGON'S FIRST SHIPYARD--1841 
"BUILDING THE STAR OF OREGON" 

GENERAL VIEW OF YARD SHOWING SHIPWAYS TODAY WHERE 
THE "STAR OF OREGON" CAME INTO BEING 
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SS. ''LITTLE SHAVERS'' LAUNCHED 

Books for Shipworkers Available 

SUPPLEMENT ARY reading material, tech
nical books in shipyard training, shipbuild

ing, welding and riveting, sheet metal and 
brass work, steam fitting and pipe fitting, 
machine shop practice, P.!ectrical work, diesel 

engineering, blueprint reading and mechanical 

drawing, are available through the technical 
department of the Portland Library Associa

tion. The Library is arranging to have such 

books placed in rural branches as well as in the 
Central station, so that workers may have easy 

access to them. For reference material on any 

of the above subjects, call at the ~ersonnel 
Office where titles and index reference numbers 

may be obtained. 

~ 
Launching Inspires Many Private 

Parties 
Finding inspiration in the launching of the 

"ST AR OF OREGON," many private social 

affairs are on the docket. Notable among them 
is the dance, privately sponsored by Bob 

Martin and Frank Belfoy, who have taken over 

Jantzen Beach on Sunday night September 28. 

Not to be outdone by the parent organiza
tion, the FAMILY SHIPBUILDING CORP

ORATION and its numerous affiliates which 
make up the corporate whole of Oregon Ship
building Corporation, announce the launching 

of the following hulls, individually baptized and 

christened, but all taking the water as SS. 
OFFSPRING. Our thanks to the Todd

Woodell Shipbuilding Corporation for use of 

the announcement at the head of this column, 
done in the style of the old masters by Hal 

Babbitt, well-known Pacific Northwest artist. 

Here they are, ranging in the order of their 

launching. Displacement and tonnage not 

known. 

Hull Sponsor 
Twin sons Bob Stice of Engineering Dept. 

Daughter Elmer Bradetscher, Template store 
Daughter Tornado Kinkaid, Time Checker 

Daughter Jean Trigger, Shipfitter 
Son Todd Woodell, Insurance Mgr. 

Twin boys Wesley Olin, Shipfitter Helper 

Son John Mcintyre, Laborer 
Son Victor Nelson, Helper 

SAFETY PAYS 
The slogan, in brilliant green Neon atop the 

Mold Loft, is a constant reminder to all em
ployees that "Safety" is the watchword in all 
the operations going forward in the yard . 

Learn to do your work the safe way. Protect 
yourself and your· fellow workman; if the man 
next to you is new on the job, give him a 
helping hand until he learns the "ropes." 

The safety record we are all striving for can 
only be achieved by the cooperation of every 
man in the yard. 

Let's prove that SAFETY does PAY. 
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,, 
Its not the 
individual, 

Nor the army 
as a whole, 

OREGON SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 

COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT PLANT GUARDS 

But the ever· 
lasting teamwork 

of every 
Bloomin' Soul ,, 



OREGON SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 

THE LAUNCHING marks the end of stage one - and 
the beginning of stage two - the vessel's emergence, 

as it were, from the embryo stage, and its partial entry 
into the world. This, then, is the actual birth of the ship. 

Part Two will continue with the fitting out , to be 
accomplished in the basin alongside a large crane that will 
lift on board all kinds of items from fileavy machinery to 
small ventilating fans. 

With the exception of the launch, Stage Three is the 
most important and anxious of all. It is the trial trip 
itself, for then the ship must prov~ herself; she must make 
the speed which the design conditions have laid down; 
she must make it at a certain draught and with a specified 
fuel consumption in pounds per horsepower developed 
per hour , or in tons of fuel used per twenty-four hours. 
At this stage, too, she must demonstrate her ability to 
steer properly, to pull up from "full speed ahead" to 
"stop" and then to go from " full speed ahead" to "full 
speed astern" in a prescribed time. 

The. Launch is an anxious time. On the trial trip, 
however , the vessel must be accepted or rejected by her 
owners. Thanks to the accuracy of modern ship construc
tion , the percentage of rejections is negligible. 

We shall anticipate with keenest interest the day when 
with engines and boilers in place, cargo gear, masts and 
funnel our "ST AR" is ready for the first of her many 
ventures - the trial trip to sea! 
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jljebinb bim f ap tbt grap g?Ott.!S, 
jljebinb tbt ~ates of ~trcufes; 

jljdott bim not tbt gbost of sb'orts, 
jljdott bim onfp sbotdtss seas. 

m:bt goob matt saib: "~ow must we prap, 
jfor fol tbt btt!' stars art gone. 

jirabt gbmiraf, speak, wbat sball 3l sap?" 
"Rlbp. ~ap, 'iiiaif on! sail on! sail on!' " 

m:bm. paf t anb \uorn, bt htpt bis beck, 
gnb pttrrb tbrougb barkntss. gb, tbat nigbt 

~f arr bath nigbts! gnb tbtn a speck-
g ligbt! g ligbt! ~ ligbtl g ligbt! 

Jlt grew, a starlit flag unfutltb ! 
Jlt grew to ht m:imt's burst of bawn. 

~t gaintb a wotlb; bt gabt tbat wotlb 
Jlts granbtst lesson : "~n ! sail on!" 

-Joaquin Jllilltt 


