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Two Launchings Scheduled for October 
ZS,000 SEE 'STAR OF 

OREGON' LAUNCHED 

Thrill Follows Thrill but 
Work Must Go On 

KEEPING its date with destiny, the giant 
gray-black " STAR OF OREGON", affec
t ionately known to the shipbuilders who 

worked on her as HULL 1 71 , emerged from its 
nest of steel Saturday, September 27, and slid 
down Slipway 7 to a split second schedule. 
More than 25,000 workmen and spectators 
cheered, swallowed hard and became misty
eyed and sentimental as the last tie with her 
building berth was severed, and the big ship, 
rapidly gaining momentum, slid smoothly for
ward, leaving a great void against the sky. 

Earlier, the voice of the nation's Chief 
Executive went forth upon the waters inaugur
ating Liberty Fleet Day, which progressively 
dispatched 14 new vessels into rivers and 
harbors the country over in the greatest mass 
launching since the World War No. 1. The 
day's launchings began at 6:00 A.M. , eastern 
standard time. In our own yard, following 
impressive ceremonies, the " ST AR OF ORE
GON" received her baptism forward at 3 :28 :09 
Pacific Coast time. 

From Start To Finish, Then Back Again, 
It's One Continuous Round 

A launching, however many may have pre
ceded it, never becomes a commonplace. It is 
an event, though in October with two launch
ings scheduled, and more to follow in even 
faster tempo, launching may become a habit. 

Courtesy the O reqonian 

In a busy shipyard like the Oregon Ship
building Corporation's, the launching of one 
vessel must be followed immediately by the 
laying of the keel for another. After a ves~ 1 
has been launched, the berth is to be occupied 
by a new ship. The first operation, therefore, is 
to sort out the building blocks left in a rough 
and tumble state from the last previous launch
ing and to place them in a position ready for 
the receiving of the new ship's keel plates. 

Ships are always built on a declivity to the 
berth, generally nine-sixteenths of an inch to 
the foot. But it is necessary first to arrange that 
the tops of all the building blocks from the 
forward end of the vessel to the aft end shall 
be at this declivity, i.e., that the line of the 
top of the caps shall slope to the horizontal at 
a rate of nine-sixteenths of an inch to the foot. 
When the blocks have been leveled, as it is 
called, in this way, the first of the flat keel 
plate units is taken and put down on the blocks, 
the plates first having been fabricated in the 
Plate shop. 

Hulls 170, 17Z, 173 Next 
Through the gray dawn another hull looms, 

and yet another. Two will slide into the 
Willamette this month. We're going ahead, full 
speed! 

High Spirit and Pride Fills Every Heart 

Many are the expressions of pride and en
thusiasm being received from the men who are 
perform1ng the labor on our ships. This one, 
well written, expresses, as Frank Johnson re
marked, a thought that was in many a heart 
Friday morning, the day before Hull 171 went 
down the ways. It is from Charles Ernst: 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Portland's first " Liberty Ship," the Star of Oregon , launched by Oregon Shipbuilding 
Corporation . Joseph K . Carson, Jr ., is shown speaking. Governor Charles A. Sprague 
and May or Earl Riley are behind him; e xecutives of company and maritime commission 
at right. 
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Friday morning, September 26 ! That is a 
time that will be remembered! During the 
night, the scaffolding was removed from the 
bow and the stern of our boat, 171, and when 
the workmen on the day shift arrived, to be 
suddenly confronted with a full view of the 
result of their handiwork, the sight was awe
inspiring. 

The vessel , when seen through the maze of 
scaffolding, was just a big hunk of steel. The 
Ugly Duckling, the newspapers called it! Ugly 
Duckling, indeed! Not one of the hard-headed 
workmen who stared at that vessel on that 
morning considered her an ugly duckling. She 
was beautiful! She stood up there with her 
graceful cutwater facing the rising sun with a 
proud look about her, waiting silently and 
confidently for the moment when she would 
slide down Way 7 to be readied for her duties 
of supplying food and equipment to beleagured 
peoples. 

There was a catch in many a throat, and a 
funny look in many an eye, as those men looked 
on the mighty structure they had built. 
Riggers, boilermakers, shipfitters, carpenters
hard men, tough, rough and ready men all. 
Ordinarily this type of man is not given to 
emotion, but there you are. Not a one of them 
will deny it; there was plenty of emotion on 
Way 7 Friday morning, September 26. 

BAPTISM BY FIRE 

Les Blackfo rd a nd John Sh e rry perform the sacre d rite of 
Cutting the Platcs j the la st tie wit.h the berth 

Platers Praise Work of Erectors! 

(And this from our correspondent in the 
Plate shop, who signs "The Mild-Mannered 
Boat Scuttler): 

You will pardon the justifiable pride in the 
quality and quantity of work done by the 
Plate shop! 

Just before our Pride and Joy was launched, 
I took time out to look her over, and my 
opinion, as well as that of the rest of the Plate 
Shoppers, is that the steel we took so much 
pains with could not have been assembled to 
any BETTER ADV ANT AGE BY ANY 
ERECTION CREW ANYWHERE, and we're 
pretty happy about the whole thing. Yea, man! 
From us , to you, here's for more and better 
cooperation! 

Appreciation to Company Expressed by Work
men in Behalf of Men and Families 

Another Plate shop employee writes: 

As one of the several thousand men employed 
at the Yard, I should like to express my appre
ciation to the Company for the provisions made 
for the entertainment of the workmen and their 
families during the launching program last 
Saturday. Also for the excellent manner in 
which the program was carried through to 
completion. 

I had only one opportunity to go aboard 171 
before she was launched, but in climbing over 
the rail last Thursday noon, I was greeted by 
some of my own modest work, and it was quite 
a thrill to observe one of my own small contri
butions towards her erection. 

Workmen's Feeling Expressed in Attitude 

For obvious reasons this letter will be 
anonymous, but I should like the Company to 
know that their generous attitude towards the 
workmen is very definitely reflected in the 
workmen's serious attitude toward their work. 
This is true in the department where I work, 
and I am certain it prevails throughout the 
entire yard. Again, many thanks to Oregon 
Shipbuilding Corporation! 

Congratulations to Oregon Shipbuilding Corpora
tion From the "Smiling Shipwright" 

This from a donor who signs " The Smiling 
Shipwright" : 

Congratulations to the Oregon Shipbuilding 
Corporation and the launching crew. It was a 
real success and a thrill to all who saw it. Now 
let us have a smile on our faces every day. We 
know we can do it. A smile is worth while. It 
doesn't cost anything. A smile a day will keep 
a frown away. Let us all smile and say "Hello!" 
to Bill, Jim, John or Fred or Russ, and let the 
Bosses smile with us. 

"The Smiling Shipwright," No. 4475. 
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Band Enthusiasts 
'f't':illl&tjl--=--~- Sig n Up ~ 

SINCE the launching-day performance by 
the 162nd Infantry Band from Ft. Lewis, 
and the fine dress rehearsal concert of the 

day before by the Union Band, interest in the 
formation of our own Band has taken a sharp 
upturn. 

Many new prospects have registered, the 
more recent being Bernard Stevens, clarinet; 
Warren Beall, French horn; and George Staf
ford, who plays the BB flat tuba. Maurice 
Bullard, vocational instructor, who has had 
much experience in band work, offers his ser
vices as bandmaster. His Bum High School 
band won State honors under his direction. Our 
good friend Stewart, of the Time office, con
tinues to be keenly interested in the project and 
will accept registration at the 6,000 booth. 
Simply leave your nam_e (not your instruments) 
at the window, or drop the information in the 
Suggestion Box. 

(We used to play a second-hand zither our
selves, but what with no lip left, and loose 
uppers, we beg to employ our talents in other 
fields.) 

We take this opportunity to express the 
appreciation of the huge audience who heard 
the Infantry an~ Union bands. Mr. Ashley 
Cook sends the band's appreciation for the 
favorable reception given his boys, and hopes 
for a return engagement. From Fort Lewis, 

Our applause was 
music to their 

ears .•• 

Warrant Officer Shields sends a similar message. 
Both band leaders wish the Yard well in their 
effort to effect a shipbuilders' musical organi
zation, and proffer their services as guest 
conductors. 

Launching Inspires Workmen 
to Flights of Poetry 

Many workmen. feeling the spell of the 
poetical intermittent as a result of the launch
ing of the "ST AR OF OREGON," have burst 
into song. Epic poems, sonnets, reams of free 
verse, have flowed into the Suggestion Boxes. 
Space requirements permit the following to be 
reproduced. 

Contributor: DALE STRAHL, leadman on 
assembly. (Mr. Strahl worked in the Columbia 
and Standifer yards during the World War No. 
1. Was a shipfitter foreman at 19.) 

Thou! 0 good ship "Star of Oregon," 
Here we wed thee to the wave! 
We send thee forth on thy mission, 
Manned by sailors bold and brave. 
May that God which free men worship 
Guide thee with His watchful eye; 
Shield thee from the dread torpedo 
And the bombs from out the sky. 

May the cargo which thou hearest, 
Cheer our friends across the sea; 
That the ties which now unite us 
Shall more firmly welded be! 

Other poems, which unfortunately space does 
not permit publishing in this issue, were con
tributed by the following: 

Orville K. David, No. 9786. 
I. M. Lampson, No. 6361. 
Jim O'Brien, No. 4971. 
Mrs. Paul Peterson. 
And several anonymous poets. Watch for our 

"Poet's Comer" in next issue. 
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MENANDSHIPS 
Workers Lauded 

So! The youngster who follows me to the comer every morning to say goodbye, 
has witnessed his first real ship launching. But he has experienced more than 
that, as did every man, woman and child who attended the launching of the 
"STAR OF OREGON" September 27th. The actual launching was a thrilling, 
exciting spectacle. But it was something else also. It was a manifestation of the 
spirit which animates every loyal American in these stirring times. The "Star 
of Oregon" has become for us the Star of Hope. It is indeed a symbol of achieve
ment. The achievement of the labor of many hands. I am only one of more 
than 8,000 shipworkers, but this business of shipbuilding of which I am a small 
part, is a ringing challenge to every workman whatever his craft or calling. 
I am an equal partner in the business of making America safe. My job requires 
something more than toil and sweat. It calls for an understanding of my country 's 
needs and a joint responsibility in supplying those needs. My family feels the 
same way- especially since together, we became in some tangible sense a part 
of that ship. We want to make this Big Job a success. We are proud to be a 
part of the Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation. We are proud to be a part of 
America! 

- A Shipworker. 

" ... It is not the i ldividual 
Or the arty as a whole. 

But the everlastin' teamwork 
Of every bloomin' soul. .. 
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ome CJnd pf ill/ J 
Shipworkers' 

11 Bowling a Perfect Score ! 1
' 

IBM Key Punchers in Perfect Form 
Bowling Challenge Goes Begging 

Once more the IBM girls throw out the 
challenge for any team of Junior Engineers, 
Boilermakers or what-have-you to take them 
on. Who will meet Sally in our Alley? That's 
what Gerry, Peggy, Irene, Mary, Mildred, 
Margaret (two of them), Audrey, Helen and 
Marianne want to know. Will the line please 
form to the right? Teams should register with 
the BOS'N'S WHISTLE. Sign on, shipmates, 
for some tough but pleasant bowling! 

Oregon Shipbuilders' Night at Local 
Alleys Sought 

If enough nine or ten-pin artists will sign 
with the BOS'N , arrangements can likely be 

Leisure- Time Activities 
concluded with one of 
the large downtown Port
land Alleys to institute 
an Oregon Ship Night. 
Many fellows are bowl
ing, but with some fur
ther team organization, 
more play opportunity 
can be realized. Register 
with the BOS'N. 

Oregon Shipbuilders' Night At Imperial Roller 
Skate Rink, Thursday, October 16th 

Sponsored by Carl Sahlin, No. 858, of the 
Time office, and through cooperation with the 
management of the Imperial Skating Rink, an 
entire evening of roller skating EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR OREGON SHIPBUILDING CORPOR
ATION has been arranged for next Thursday. 
The rink is located at Grand Avenue and East 
Madison Streets, Portland. Price of admission 
is only 30 cents per person. A hundred or more 
have already agreed to go. Won 't you be a good 
skate and come out for a big night with plenty 
of ups and downs and lots of fun. If you're a 
skating fan you 'll come. If not, come anyway 
and experience a new thrill, and get better 
acquainted with your fellow employees! 
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New Proceedure For Vocational Enrollment Announced 
Full Time Instruc:tor Appointed 

Vocational training for men working for the 
Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation has expanded 
so rapidly that a full-time supervisor of voca
tional training has been added to the personnel 
staff. Mr. Maurice Bullard, the new supervisor, 
is now located in office No. 5 of the main office 
building. 

Before coming to the 0. S. C., Mr. Bullard 
was assistant state supervisor of National 
Defense vocational training. Previously he had 
spent four years supervising the training of 
apprentices in various trades. Aside from sev
eral years of practical experience in a trade, 
Mr. Bullard is a graduate of Oregon State 
College. He specialized in the field of occupa
tional guidance and vocational education. 

New Procedure for Enrolling in Vocational 
Classes 

Mr. Bullard has issued the following state
ment explaining the new procedure for enrolling 
in the vocational classes: 

''Each foreman and leadman has been pro
vided with a description of the vocational 
classes now offered or that can be given. Men 
wishing training may consult the leadmen who 
will in tum refer them to the foreman. The 
foreman will have the applicant sign on a sheet 
provided for class enrollment. 

"The size of the class is indicated on the 
sheet and when the quota is filled, an instructor 
will be secured and arrangements made for 
starting the class. This method will eliminate 
the individual referral slips now in use, except 
when late comers want to enter a class-already 
in operation. It should be remembered fhat this 
training is an emergency program and each 
course requires approval by the State Board of 
Education, so delays are to be expected. How
ever, it is the policy of the Company and the 
Public Schools to make such training available 
to all Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation men 
who want it and who can qualify. Ask your 
foreman or leadman about classes for any 
shift." 

Classes In Marine Wiring Started September 29 

Classes in Marine Wiring got under way 
September 29th under the supervision of Fred 
J. Began. Instructors from this yard include 
the following: Fred Clawa, Charles Barlow, 
Herb A. Nelson, E. E. Milliron, Lloyd Hansen, 
C. M. Brooks, L. W. Stevens and Chris Clawa, 
a brother of Fred. Average enrollment in this 

class is 25. The class meets Mondays, Wednes
days and Fridays from 7 to 10 P. M. at Benson 
Polytechnic. 

A Tuesday and Thursday class in Marine 
Wiring under the direction of C. L. Davis, 
meets at Benson from 7 to 10 P. M. 

Shipfitting Classes Expanding 
John Bowen is still taking the lead, busily 

occupied at present revising the course of study 
and revising the units of instruction in ship
fitting. A new series of individual lessons is 
under way, and the material is about ready for 
reproduction, according to Johnny. Three re
cent additions to the instructor's class in ship
fitting include Fred Carter, Fred Welsh and 
Walter Torris. 

Blue Print Reading for Shipfitters 
Frank 0 . Williams is handling the blueprint 

reading classes for shipfitters. This class is an 
extension of the blueprint work that has been 
carried on for some time. It is, however, 
especially adapted to the subject of shipfitting. 

Advanced Pipe Fitting 
Classes in advanced pipe fitting and ad

vanced welding are being projected. These 
classes are the outgrowth of classes that have 
been held under Les Webley and D.R. Folwy. 
Recent shipfitting instructor additions arc Ed 
Hogan, George W. Eller and Byrl V. Smith. 

Other classes include welding, ship joinery, 
First Aid, and burning. 

Other types of vocational classes will be 
started as soon as arrangements can be made 
after requests have been made to the Super
intendent of the Department by approximately 
15 or 20 men. 

At the Outfitting Dock 

AWAITING THE BREATH OF LIFE 

9 



10 OREGON SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION 

Adventures in Safety with "Hard Hat Harry" 
Chapter 1. A Lesson in Fire Prevention. 

I. 2.. 

) 

3. 4. 

=•\l=:R..>- Jn.. -------------
''SAFETY PAYS'' 
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An old lady~"·~ 
standing on deck. 
"How often do big 
shipslikethissink?" 
she asked the cap
tain nervously. 

<1 Just once," re
plied the captain. 

The Hobbyist . . . 
Interest in our proposed HOBBY SHOW 

has been greater than anticipated. Already we 
have offers for display of such interesting 
items as old lace, old firearms, stamps, needle
point, Indian relics, buttons - yes, and even 
dolls and butterflies! Saw Sam Wortford out 
the other night chasing a rare specimen around 
the arc light with a butterfly net. Can it be he 
has our hobby lobby in mind? Ship models, 
however, take the lead, with friend Ottinger 
ready to loan his collection. And then those old 
philatelists, Dean Peterson, Edmund Bechtold 
and Myron McCamley can be counted upon to 
enter their collections. Richard Allen, of the 
Control office, who puts his hobbies to work, 
has a most interesting collection of rugs, 
myrtlewood novelties, etc., to display. Bed
ridden for six weeks, he got the hobby habit 
and for years has repaired appliances, toys, 
furniture, etc., and guarantees his ability to 
mend anything but a broken heart. His hobbies 
are on display at 4811 S. E. 43rd Avenue, 
where he spends his time when not at the 
Control office. 

One of our most interesting hobbyists, is a 
certain prominent man who is yet too modest 
to permit use of his name. Confesses to a min
iature train exhibit. Says he took it away from 
the kids, and is just a bit sensitive about the 
whole thing. 

Lobbying for your hobby, with apologies to 
the radio program of that same name. We can't 
promise you a free trip to New York, but you'll 

"Let Us Wives Help" 
asks "Mrs. 6550" 

"Please, can't we help - we wives of the 
workmen?" writes Mrs. Paul Peterson, an 
enthusiastic BOS'N'S WHISTLE reader, who 
signs her name simply "Mrs. 6550". "It's our 
country, too!" she continues. "We may not be 
able to don overalls and use a welder's torch, 
but when it comes to building ships there is 
some wee, small part we play by sending forth 
our husbands to the job properly inspired and 
ready for a day's work!" 

Like gallant ladies of old who sent their 
knights forth to battle, a wise and understand
ing wife is our second line of defense. The hand 
that rocks the cradle is pretty apt to rock the 
boat. So, gentle wives, when your man comes 
home to-night with tales of how HE is building 
the ship, pray. listen to his story. For he is an 
integral part of the shipbuilding machinery. 
And you wiv~ are just as much, therefore, a 
part of our manpower. You· are the power 
behind the throne! Thank you, Mrs. Peterson, 
for your inspiring letter. Perhaps we may hear 
from others of the acknowledged "better half." 
A word to the wives is sufficient I 

get your name in the Bugle. If you have a 
hobby, and would like to cooperate, let the 
Bos'n know about it. 

SAFETY PAYS! 
The little six letter word SAFETY has been used often in the past. It will be used still more 

in the future. But it is a word which can never be used too much. The Safety Department is to 
be congratulated on the fine job done in the Yard to prevent accidents. The men are to be praised 
for the fine cooperation and spirit shown in helping the Safety Department carry out its program. 

Let's keep the word SAFETY foremost in our mind and have it as one of the major planks 
in the platform of this yard. The safety record depends upon the cooperation of all in the Yard. 
Our goal should be to build ships speedily but without accidents to the men. Let's keep head_ing 
towards this goal. 

11 



COMMUNITY CHEST 
ljive to the Chest ... . One Day's "Dough." 

Add a Little More for the U S 0 

YOU WILL, 

* 
These are critical times. War that has em

broiled one-half the peoples of the world has 
added to our problems. Tasks must be per
formed if we are to perpetu:ite the ideals all 
Americans hold dear. The situation tests the 
calibre and sincerity of men. 

Our rights of citizenship carry certain obli
gations and responsibilities. Among these are: 

To maintain community morale. 
To foster, protect and preserve the home 

unit of life. 

To render such community service as de
fense activities may add to our agency programs. 

WONT YOU? 
To provide such morale-maintaining serv

ices as the men in the armed service require 
through U. S. 0. support in the cantonment areas. 

To provide needed services for soldiers and sailors while they arc 
in Portland. 

To respond to needs of families of those serving with the armed 
forces. · 

It is fundamental that a city such as Portland continue its necessary 
welfare services. This means proper care for neglected, deserted and 
orphaned children; adequate health service; succor for the aged, infirm 
and handicapped; and competent and inspired leadership for youth . 

Nor will we forget the men in the service. They have been called 
upon - yes, ordered - to continue in the service. We have an in
escapable duty to them. Surely those of us who are in the midst of the 
increased business and wage returns which defense operations have 
created should not only be willing, but glad, to have a part in the 
program planned for the men in the armed forces. 

As good citizens of the finest community on earth, we will do our 
full duty to the folks at home and those in the Service. This obligatior;i 
we will discharge "For Home and Country". 


