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Introduction 
 

Linda Besant is an inspiring woman who helped create a supportive Portland lesbian 

community in the 1980s.  She was a member of the Dyketones, a feminist lesbian musical 

group that broke boundaries and refurbished old doo-wop songs for the tastes of 

modern counter-culture.  She helped women of all ages connect with nature and 

overcome their fears of the wilderness with her role as a guide and trip leader with 

Women’s Wilderness Institute Northwest (also known as Keep Listening at one point in 

time).  She spends most of her present time volunteering and working closely with the 

Oregon Ballet Theatre.  In the following interview she shares the story of her 

accomplishments and the touching experiences of her life in Portland, Oregon in the late 

1970’s and early 1980’s. 

 

The tape was set to record after conversation had already started… We begin in the 

middle of a conversation about the Dyketones while looking at photographs:  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Session 1 
2010 February 12 

 
 

EK: OK, so the car used here [referring to photo of the Dyketones], where did this car 

come from? 

 

BESANT:  So we’re looking at a, a picture that was taken to go on a poster for the 

Dyketones.  And I think, it’s probably 1979, something like that.  And the car belonged to 

a person, I can’t remember her name.  She was a Native American woman and um, she 

had come to Portland and um, she loaned us the car so that we could have a 1950’s car 

to take a publicity picture of this band of, of Portland lesbians who are all from Portland 

and we decided to make a band and do 1950's rock and roll songs but change the lyrics 

so that they would be dyke-friendly.  And get outfits from thrift stores and costumers and 

our mothers and everywhere we could find them and have this really satirical rock band.   

 

EB: What were the names, or what were some of the songs that you had redone? 

 

BESANT: We did things like, um, My Guy except we made it My Dyke.  And um, Great 

Balls of Fire… except I can’t remember how we changed it but… um, It’s My Party and I’ll 

Cry if I Want To… all those kinds of songs from the fifties. And um, we had a couple 

people who were really- we had three people who were really fabulous musicians.  One 

was Naomi Littlebear Martinez, and she- We all had names.  She was Chevy Chavez, 

cause she was Hispanic.  And we had, um, Maya McNamara, she was Frankie Macaroni 

and she was a drummer.  She’s a really good drummer.  And um, we had Neobe.  I can’t 

remember Neobe’s last name.  Um, she was the base player.  She’s Big Red in the 

original, original band. Um, so everybody had names that kind of, a little bit reflected their 

ethnic origin.  Like Kristan, um, good, white, Anglo-Saxon protestant… She was Betty 
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Anglo.  I was Sally Sweetwater… We were friends.  Katherine English right here [pointing 

to photo] Little Lila. And um, she was a um, juvenile court judge in her day job [laughter]. 

 

EK: Oh… 

 

BESANT: Quite amazing.  This person Tiara was, had a bunch of different names… Mama 

LaBoca, when she was like a mother superior nun and… Scully… This person Sharpiello 

as Italian so she was Chucky Linguini.   

 

 So, these are most, these are not, we, we got started because a production 

company in Portland called um, Women’s Energy I think.  Might- this stuff is going to be 

in, maybe in, Pat’s article, some of this stuff.  Um, wanted to have a Christmas dance for 

lesbians and um, they knew a bunch of us sang in a choir that Naomi and Kristan ran. A 

women’s choir called the Ursa Minor Choir.  And um, the production company- Shara also 

sang in that Choir, and she’s on the production company and they, they talked a bunch of 

us into doing this 1950’s spoof band.  And we did it for a New Year’s Eve party. And there 

were some women in it who weren’t lesbians too, the very first one. Um, who sang in the 

choir and they were good singers and they just decided to be in it and it caused an 

absolute sensation.  The whole women’s community just went completely gaga.  So we 

did it again the next New Year’s Eve and then the Dyketones just took off from there. Um, 

this, the straight women dropped out after a while [laughter]. It got a little intense, um.  

And then we started to tour. 

 

 We toured up and down the West coast for several years, and um.  Um, I think also 

those women who had jobs that meant they couldn’t go on tour and they couldn’t stay in 

it.  Um, we played in Seattle and Eugene and down the bay-area and Portland.  And 

played dances.  It was really fun.  And then um, it got too intense for me.  I had a job that I 

couldn’t leave.  They started going to Provincetown, back east and stuff, and I couldn’t do 

that. So, it, the personnel shifted.  And some better musicians came in with the really 
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good musicians.  I was sort of a middle of the road musician so. Anyway, it was great.  

And the question you asked, you know, did we take the name Dyketone, were we kind of 

reclaiming the word dyke?  Absolutely.   

 

EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Absolutely.  

 

EK: Who came up with the name? 

 

BESANT: I don’t remember.   

 

EK: And when you were going on tour then, were you telling your families what you were 

doing or…? 

 

BESANT: I certainly wasn’t [laughter]. 

 

EK: OK. 

 

BESANT:  You know, my, the, I mean all my peop- all my, my family’s in Colorado.  And I 

was out to my family at that time.  But, they certainly didn’t know I was singing in a 1950's 

dyke rock band that spoofed music and played for women’s dances. 

 

No idea.  And I think, um, the dresses that I wore, that were my mother’s, she 

really did not know that that’s why I was wearing them.  She was thrilled that I wanted to 

have them, but she didn’t know why I was wearing them.  They’re really beautiful actually.  

She sewed them herself and they’re all um, you know, they have like sequence and 

things on them that you can’t really see in the pictures but.  She really was um, the dress-
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up sort of person so she had these great dresses.  She let me- that she had worn when 

she was really in her twenties.  She let me have them so.   

 

EB: Did you have a favorite place to play outside of Portland? 

 

BESANT: Playing Eugene was always really fun.  We played in San Francisco.  They were 

all fun.   

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT:… cause people would be really excited and come and dance and dance and 

dance and there wasn’t- you know there were just beginning to be lots of really open um, 

events that women would come to.  So it was a lot of energy.  You know so, you might 

look up about the women’s, Northwest Women’s Music Festival.  There’s this big music 

festival in Michigan that happened every year and we wanted to have a regional one that 

would also be, you know, not as big as Michigan of course, but big. So, several of the 

same people also got on the organizing committee for this music festival.  It happened in 

Olympia once and Portland once and that was fun too.   

 

EB: But it doesn’t happen anymore? 

 

BESANT: Don’t think so. 

 

EB: No… 

 

EK:  Hmm.  What was the range of years that you were in the Dyketones and also when 

the Dyketones were performing… or when they were still a group.  
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BESANT: Oh they were still a group for a really long times so I can’t as, I can’t answer 

about the um, the far end of it.  I think I was in it for four years probably- three or four 

years.  Here’s another poster.  And, you know I’m not exactly positive but it was probably 

1979-82 that I was in it.  Around there somewhere. 

 

EK:  And how old were you during that time? 

 

BESANT: Well I was, I hadn’t been out for very long um.  This might be hard for you guys 

to imagine but, I attained the age of twenty-six without having ever heard the word 

lesbian. 

 

EB: Oh wow.  

 

BESANT:  Ju- uh, Maybe a little hard to imagine how different it was. 

 

EK: Yeah… 

 

BESANT: Cause if you grew up in a, as I did, in a white suburb of Denver- and my parents 

were, you know, Presbyterians and, it’s just, people didn’t talk about gay people.  If they 

did, they talked about gay men.  You could be lesbian and absolutely and utterly invisible 

if you chose to be.  People never said the word.  And when, on my twenty-ninth birthday I 

um, bought this book Lesbian that is by Jane Rule.  And about ten years later I got her to 

sign it in the front.  How cool is that? 

 

EB: Oh cool! [laughter]. 

 

BESANT: She came here to Portland to speak. But it’s a, it’s a survey with excerpts of 

lesbian fiction and literature that had been written up to that time. Up to the time that she 

made this book.  She was a pretty out, lesbian writer and scholar in Canada and has 
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written a bunch of wonderful fiction and also some scholarship about um, lesbian writing.  

This book was published first in 1975.  And this was, um, pretty new then when I bought it 

in ‘77.  And I bought it on my twenty-ninth birthday.   

 

 I didn’t consciously know what I was doing.  I kind of went- There used to be a 

bookstore across the street from the county library here.  And I went in and I, I saw this 

book on the shelf. And I don’t know- I was very in my subconscious still that I might want 

this and - but I knew there was something a little frightening about buying it.  So I went 

up to the check-stand and I never looked at the guy.  Paid for the book, you know, 

looking off to the side.   

 

EB: mm hmm 

 

BESANT: And um, I was living and working as a ski patroller, government camp in, on Mt. 

Hood at the time.  I took it home and I went in, I got into my bed, under the covers and I 

started to read it.  And I was reading, uh- there’s some fairly explicit, you could almost say 

erotic lesbian excerpt of a lesbian writing in this book.  And I’m reading it and I’m like, “oh 

my!” [laughter].  So, uh, I realized that I- this might explain a lot about things I’d always felt 

that I really didn’t understand because didn’t have language for it or any role models for 

it or anything.   

 

 So, the next day I came back down and I went in the library and I looked for all the 

books that were, you know- did the library have any of these books that were in this, in 

this book called Lesbian Images. And the library had all of them.  Plus about every other 

positive book about being gay or lesbian that had been published up till the late 70’s.  

And it turns out there was a wonderful librarian working there named Mary Katherine 

Lamb who was a lesbian, who had made sure that the library had all the positive books 

about being gay or lesbian.  So that if somebody was searching they could find positive 

information instead of only negative information so.  We checked out, you know, I check 
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for about three months, I checked out all these books.  I read everything.  So, it was, um 

you know, I’d only been out- At the time that I got started I’d probably been out for about 

a year.  And I’d gone to this women’s choir to, to try and meet people and stuff and um.  

There I was, and I’d, I was, my degree is in music so they knew I was a musician.  I could 

play rhythm guitar and stuff so they wanted me in it. So that’s how… I was really a baby-

dyke compared to most of these people [laughter].   

 

EK: Were you all, were you relatively close in age?  

 

BESANT: Yeah we were actually, yeah-  Maybe within about five years of each other.  We 

were all in our late twenties early thirties I would say.  

 

EK: Should we maybe pause and make sure it’s been picking up… or? 

 

TAPE PAUSED [someone had also uninvited entered the room where we were 

interviewing.  We stopped to ensure the comfort of Linda Besant and to respect her 

privacy.  The conversation picks back up on the topic of the lesbian literature that Linda 

Besant was exposed to in her late twenties.]   

 

BESANT:… and, um. In one of them, called Lesbian Woman by, ? and Del Mart in who 

were pioneers in making it public knowledge that there were lesbian women um. They 

listed a bunch of resources in different cities all over the country. They listed a women’s 

bookstore here in Portland on twelfth and Washington, southwest.  And it was called 

Women’s resource center, I think, something like that.  And they listed that place, so I 

went there and found more books, some records and things like that …. Some early 

women’s records. And then there was a little poster on the wall for Mountain Moving café 

which was this socially prog… not sure the word progressive was really being used then, I 

can’t remember, but this was really a collective over on SE Thirty-ninth and Stark.  And 

they were supporting all kinds of radical things.  And one night, night a week, there were 
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a number of lesbians involved in the collective although not everybody was queer at all… 

There were all kinds of people.  Every Wednesday night was “Women’s night” and no 

men were allowed in the café.  Women did all the work.  There were women musicians 

and stuff that came… So I thought, alright. And it was very clear this is where I could meet 

lesbians, to go to Mountain Moving Café.  So I went there.  You know I was living on Mt. 

Hood so I had to get the night off first of all, and come down here on Wednesday night.  

And then I was too shy to go in about the first three times I came all the way to town.  

There was a basketball court cadicorner across from that corner.  And I would stand on 

the basketball, you know, the corner of the basketball court and watch women go in and 

out of the café and just think, can I really go in there? And finally after about three times I 

did go in.  It was really really nice.  There were all kinds of nice women and you know, 

coffee and food and pastries and a lot of information about things that were going on 

and, and they would always have some kind of music there.  You could hear women’s 

music and get to know what was going on.  So- Mountain Moving, for me, was sure a 

really important place to go to and, and for all queer people I think, but also for a lot of 

other really alternatively oriented people who wanted to find a place to be comfortable.  

It was fabulous. 

 

EB:  Did the Dyketones every play at Mountain…. 

 

BESANT: You know, I don’t, I think it was kind of small for the Dyketones to play there 

because… to tell you the truth we didn’t actually sound that good.  [everybody laughs] we 

were more fun to dance to [everybody laughs]. Eventually by the time they were going to 

Provincetown and stuff they sounded really good.  But in its early incarnations it was 

more about the costumes and the craziness and just being, um, bold enough to say 

these things and you know- get a bunch of women together to dance together and stuff.  

So um, I can’t say for sure how we sounded cause I could never hear it- if you were in it, 

but I bet you we didn’t sound all that great.  Um, it was more about the dancing and the 

really big scene than it was about just the music and Mountain Moving was kind of small.  
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So- um, I don’t think, I don’t remember ever playing there.  We played in bigger places.  

This right here [Linda Besant points to a photograph] is um, in the bottom level of the 

Northwest Service Center, is what it was called.  It’s right over here on Everett and you 

know, literally, right over here, 18th and 19th and maybe guess, I guess a couple blocks 

that way actually now. Yeah-  

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT:  That was in the basement there.  We did several dances in the basement 

there.   

 

EK: So what type of, what type of places were, were, um having you perform? 

 

BESANT: We performed at Darcell’s. Um, a couple times.  That was really fun because all 

the um, drag queens would help us with our wigs.  You know, they would loan us wigs 

and help us with our makeup and everything.  It was a hoot.  And, um, so we had a much 

broader, I don’t know if you know who Anita Bryant was… 

 

EB: No. 

 

BESANT: She was a singer and a star and an extremely conservative right-wing Christian 

woman who advertised for Florida orange juice.  And, I know this sounds hu- but she, she 

went on an absolute terror about the emerging gay rights movement.  And when there 

were different propositions to try to make things, you know to try to legislate against gay 

people in different states, she would go there and campaign against um, against gay 

people.  And she, she was a very difficult, very difficult national celebrity presence 

against gay civil rights. And and um she had a big poofy ratted- up hairdo that did a kind 

of curl out, like, you know, big hair, kind of curled out like this.  And when we played at 
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Darcell’s they actually, I could wear a wig that was like Anita Bryant’s hair.  So we could 

really go after Anita Bryant. 

 

EB and EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: You know, we didn’t have access to such a wig in other places, but the, the 

people there would help us and loan us their wigs and stuff and it was really fun, really 

fun. And we played, you know I really can’t remember, I think we played, we played a 

place in San Francisco…Have you talked to Kristan?  Somebody did, in the capstone, has 

talked to Kristan Knapp who’s this person [points to photograph] and she’s really, um, 

involved in writing the history of all this.  So she has all the, she has a lot of details in her 

brain.  She’s done a lot of research to nail the details back down to stuff.  And I bet you 

somebody’s already interviewed her but you might, be useful to interview her again.  Pat 

knows her.   

 

EB: What’s her last name? 

 

BESANT: Knapp, k-n-a-p-p  k-r-i-s-t-a-n 

 

EB: OK 

 

EK: Do you have any, um memories of backlash from communities that you’d come into 

to perform and maybe outside of the gay community people heard about you coming in 

to perform and was there ever any altercations? 

 

BESANT: If there were, I wasn’t aware of them.  The people who produced us might have 

had some, but I don’t, I don’t remember them.  You know, we went places that had pretty, 

Eugene, Seattle, and San Francisco, Oakland- that had pretty, um, strong communities so 

they, we had, they had ways to do it within their communities I think that were relatively, 
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not relatively benign.  If anything bag happened I don’t remember. Sometimes you block 

out that stuff too.  

 

EK:Yeah 

 

EB: mmm hmm… Is there a particular event or show that you remember from Mountain 

Moving Café? 

 

BESANT: Yeah- I remember Meg Christian sang there.  Do you know who Meg Christian 

was?  

 

EB: Meg Christian… No. 

 

BESANT: You gotta look that name up then.  Meg Christian c-h-r-i-s-t-i-a-n.  And she was, 

um, one of maybe three first really big individual out women musician stars.  And um, she 

was very very good. And she came to Mountain Moving and they had to have two shows 

in a row because it was so packed. You know, like one show and then another really late 

show.  And there were, I mean the place was like a sardine can full of people and she 

sang really, a lot of really funny and fun songs and also some poignant, you know, 

touching things.  And she had this one called “Ode to a Gym Teacher” that was sort of 

like an anthem.  You know “She was a big tough woman the first to come along who 

showed me being female …” I don’t know was definitely ok to be strong- or something 

like that. And um it’s a riot. You need, you know, I wish I could remember, um. Anyway, 

she, it’s a story that she wants a girl’s heart and this girl, you know, wrote her a letter, 

wrote the gym teacher a letter.  Basically made a whole fool of herself being crushed out 

on her gym teacher. It was a great song.  

 

  So, anyway, Meg Christian was there and that was um, really, you know- It 

seemed so mainstream and big and so many people came and just you really felt like “I 
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am definitely not the only person in the whole world who feels this way,” which you 

could’ve felt like at that time.  Really I did, people did, really easily.  Maybe some people 

can still, that can still happen in certain places.  But I know, I know, kids who are four and 

five years old now who completely know the word gay, queer, lesbian, LGBT, you know.  

They know that stuff. So-it, it’s, it’s very different, um, than it was.  That’s for sure.   

 

 And then after a while I actually sang there a couple of times which was really fun 

too.  So that was kind of a highlight for me. Sang there, um, I think the Ursa Minor Choir 

sang there.  And then, um, a woman named Mary Rose, who’s still is a straight woman 

who, but totally queer friendly person and radical peace activist person still sings around 

town.  She and I sang together a couple of times and that was really fun. Big deal for me.   

 

EB: Was it kind of just the same people over and over again at Mountain Moving Café, 

like a community that really grew… or? 

 

BESANT: Yeah there was a definitely a big community there, you know, really tight 

community there.  And- bigger than, than, you know the lesbian community could, could 

do things there and be centered there and also around women’s bookstore, there was a 

succession, there was a succession of women’s bookstore.  There was a succession of 

Women’s books stores.  And um, events that went on but um, I would say Mountain 

Moving was a, a, really a center for the activist community, what, what today would be 

called really progressive activist community. People who really wanted social justice, 

really wanted civil rights for everyone… protesting any… You know peace activist 

community.  And it was a great place.  

 

EB: So Pat had told us that the Dyketones got together, um, to play during the Prop, No 

on Prop nine campaign.  Were you part of that at all? 
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BESANT: MM Hmm.  This picture is from that [she hold up a photo of two women on 

stage].  Were at Darcell’s for that one.  We had, you know, we had, like, Dyke High and 

Dyketones and um.  It was great. Uh, one thing that was really interesting about it is that 

we’d all, we had all matured a lot.  You know, we’d grown up and been through a lot of 

change and a number of us had found the people that we wanted to spend the rest of 

our lives with and said, you know, committed to long term relationships.  And um, it was 

actually a really lovely reunion.  We got along really well and we had a good time doing it 

and we were really gratified by how many people came, paid a lot to be there, to help 

fight against proposition nine.   

 

 We also discovered, cause, I don’t know maybe you can tell, we’re considerably 

older [laughter] and thicker and so on… And uh, we found out, I don’t know how Keith 

Richards is still doing it.  Electric guitars are really heavy and dancing around like that, it’s 

really hard work.  This was um, they had a swing at Darcell’s.  One of my numbers was 

“Teen-angel”.  Which is a song about a… It was a fifties song about a teenager who got 

killed over love.  You know- parked their car on a train track and let the train hit it 

because of broken heart over love but we changed the words that the teenager was 

killed because of being um, having, experiencing, bad things because of being queer.   

And so we wrote the words, rewrote the words, like that.  And I was this angel, you could 

see my wings here, and I’m up on the swing… swinging back and forth and singing, it was 

really… We didn’t usually have a swing so to have a swing at Darcell’s was, “Alright! Now 

we can do it right, swing back and forth!”.   

 

EB:  So it sounds like most of your songs were humorous but then there was also… 

 

BESANT:  A lot of them were humorous.  Than one was, that one was, meant to, you 

know, hit you between the eyes about how many queer kids … about how much higher 

the suicide rate is among queer kids than, than straight kids.  So, you know, gender and 
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sexual minority kids so you know, that one wasn’t funny.  Um- the, a lot of them were very 

funny. And a lot of them were just hard rock, you know, loud, driving songs so… 

 

EK:  How far after you were involved with the Dyketones did you become involved with 

the Women in the Wilderness, Women’s Wilderness? 

 

BESANT: It was pretty much simultaneous. And um- the organization at first was called 

The Women’s Wilderness School.  And we ran several programs.  One of them was Keep 

Listening –wilderness trips for women. And another one was Northwest Passage which 

was a program of hikes and then one overnight trip for inner-city women who really really 

had like, “There’s no way I’m going out in the woods. This scares me to death,”.  So it 

was a more of an entry level outdoor program, Northwest Passage was.  And then Keep 

Listening, those were, you know, like week long trips. They were backpacking and 

bicycling trips basically, and skiing…cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the winter.  

And um, it was pretty much happening simultaneously.   

 

EK: So you were involved with the creation of the Dyketones? Were you involved with the 

creation as well, of the Wilderness… 

 

BESANT: Mmm Hmm. The primary, the main person creating the Women’s Wilderness 

School, which then, you know the name Keep Listening we picked off of this poem that’s 

on the back.  Of this, we found this poem, and um, we took the name Keep Listening out 

of the poem because that’s really the sense we wanted people to go out into nature and 

be with nature and not have a, not have a sense of conquering the outdoors but being 

one with, with the natural world.  So we though Keep Listening was a nice name, but 

didn’t actually, as it turned out over several years, communicate very clearly what we 

were.  So, the organization became the Women’s Wilderness Institute Northwest and did 

things under that.  So about half way through these brochures you have, you’ll see that 

the titles change.   
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 This person here [ Linda points to another photo] Marcia Munsen, she was the 

primary, she, she was the person who really had the main idea and then she and I did it 

together.  So yeah, I did, I was really instrumental in helping start it.  Marcia, um, and I are 

still good friends.  She lives in California and works as a park ranger in Sonoma County 

parks now.  So um, she, she as she says in this brochure, “I’m a slow hiker, so don’t 

worry, you wont be the only one”.  She really, um, really is a slow hiker and really is a 

slow biker and always was and always will be.  And had suffered some real put downs 

and things in mixed gendered trips that she… couldn’t keep up and she was a wuss and 

things like that. So, she really had a passion to start this organization where it didn’t 

matter how fast you went.  You know, that wasn’t the point.  For women to be out and 

learn how to do all the things themselves.  I don’t know how this is for you guys either… it, 

it’s a little hard…it, I think its really changed.  That if you go… Do you do stuff in the 

outdoors a lot? 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: You know, are guys ok, you know, guys let you do things and… 

 

EB: yeah, I like to go with my girl friends more though. 

 

BESANT: Guys didn’t let you do anything in the ‘70s if you went out. You know, I mean 

they, in most instances they’d make the fire or they’d light the stove or they’d carry the 

heaviest pack or they’d figure our, you know, what the route should be or whatever and 

you could actually have been on quite a lot of high adventure stuff and not know how to 

do anything for yourself.  If you’d gotten, if a woman had gotten stranded somewhere 

you’d been up shit creek. You know, if you got lost, had to find your own way out, you 

wouldn’t have been able to do it cause… So we really had this mission of um, making it a 
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program where women would really learn how to take care of themselves and be safe 

and be OK.  And um, straight women too.   

 

 We had as many straight women on the trips as, as lesbian women.  It was really 

important for them too.  One of the nicest things that would happen on the trips would be 

interchange you know, would really build a lot of bridges. Some of the straight women 

came not, didn’t quite caughten on to that they were going to be with lesbian women on 

this trip and maybe be a little freaked out at first but by the end of the trip it would be 

fine.  That was, that was neat. 

 

EB: Did it attract a lot of feminists mostly? Because in all three of these… [referring to 

Women’s Wilderness Institute Northwest brochure bios]. 

 

BESANT:  It uh, it attracted people who were already feminists.  It attracted people who 

were already outdoors people and wanted to go with just other women.  It attracted a lot 

of women who were in some kind of transition towards feminism.  Who were just, just 

realizing that maybe, you know, “I’ve worked to put my husband through medical school 

and here I am, thirty-seven year old, and I don’t have anything of my own in my life, and 

this is not OK.  I don’t have any way to express myself. I don’t have any sense of my own 

power”.  A lot of women came at that kind of a transition. Um, and it was really really 

good.   

 

 They’d go on, I just went a couple of, two weekends ago, to the memorial service 

of one woman who really had that experience on our trips.  She ended up on the board 

of directors because it was a 501c3 non-profit organization, had to have a board of 

directors.  And this person ended up on, her name was Betty. I’m sure she wouldn’t mind 

us being this public. She ended up on the board of directors and she, you know, she was 

really having a feminist awakening at the time.  And she ended up in Women’s 

International League for Peace and Freedom, and um doing a lot of song writing and 
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singing and um,  one of her songs became a sort of anthem for women and peace 

activists.  And um, you know, it just was, it was, going on these women’s trips, and she 

went on a number of them.  Um, was really part of a whole, um, her coming into her own 

power.  You know, her husband and her kids being part of that, and growing with her 

through that and… that happened a lot.  It’s really neat.  

 

EB: Yeah, it’s really good to hear. 

 

EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Yeah 

 

EB: Is there one particular trip that you remember above the rest? 

 

BESANT: I remember one, well one question you sent me was, did you have any, you 

know like, really tricky, you know, dicey, dangerous situations.  And I, I remember, I 

remember one trip where we’re in the wilderness near Mt. Jefferson and we got about 

two days into a seven day trip, which means we were far from the car.  And it started to 

rain-and it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained for days.  And you know, staying 

dry and safe was really hard.  So we finally put all our tarps together. We made this one 

gigantic shelter and we just stopped trying to move and we just all laid around for hours, 

you know, for like forty-eight hours together in this shelter.  We just sat tight till it stopped 

raining and then we had to go out a lot faster, but, you know.  That made it a really 

different memorable trip and we had to use everything we knew to keep ourselves safe 

from getting hypothermia getting, you know, in a dangerous situation, but we did.  It 

worked out OK.  So, you know, that’s the kind of trip you tend to remember.  

 

EB: Yeah 
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EK: Definitely 

 

BESANT: We never had any real injuries or difficulties on a, um, Keep Listening trip or 

anybody really got hurt, really got into serious trouble.  We had some, you know, little 

stuff sometimes, where somebody might get, catch a cold or get a GI track, something on 

a trip or something like that.  We often had people who were very afraid.  We’d get, you 

know, out into something pretty intense and they’d get very afraid.  There’s a, and then, 

you know, we’d have to be just sweet and careful and… 

 

EK: …supportive… 

 

BESANT: … and supportive and um. I’m looking- there’s a picture in one of these 

brochures that’s from the Goat Rocks Wilderness which has got some really really steep 

hiking in it.  And we, we were on a, um, I don’t see it right away [in reference to the 

photos].  We were on um, on a trip and it was a season where the snow melted very late. 

The snow-pack was big so there was still a lot of snow. We had to traverse across a very 

steep angled, long ridge and there was still snow on it.  And that was just harder than 

being able to walk on the actual trail you know, that has a flat tread.  So we had to be 

really careful to make steps and have everybody to work to step really carefully and um, 

make sure nobody fell.  And that was, you know, of the, of all the times on Keep Listening 

trips where I felt like, man as a trip leader I really have to be careful right, going across 

here, you know, something could happen so easily that could put us in really big mess.  

You know- so we were- cause if you had-if a person had slipped on that hill they would 

have gone very very very far.  Probably about a thousand feet down. And um, on snow 

and ended up in this gully down.  That would’ve been very difficult.  They probably 

would’ve gotten really banged up and so I was like… Every little cell was on alert to be 

hyper vigilant.  And I remember that- [laughter] I remember that really- and I was, you 

know like, I, I ,had so much adrenaline from that, that I was awake that whole night cause 



Besant  SR 11458 
 

20 
 

it was like I’d had fifteen cups of coffee. I couldn’t sleep for a really long time.  So- I 

remember that.  So then the next day I was really tired.  

 

EK: damn.  So how was the, how was the word spread about the Women’s Wilderness 

Institute? 

 

BESANT: We advertised in like, newsletters and things like that.  And then we sent out 

press releases to a lot of the local media and they really were good about some, um, you 

know they really put nice articles about us, like, in the Sandy, the paper from Sandy, 

Oregon… and the Gresham and the Oregon journal and stuff like that.  So we got really, 

uh, very accurate and um, supportive press coverage in the local press.  And uh, it was 

great.  And then um, the women’s resource, people who were gathered in nation wide 

resources about opportunities for feminist women, for lesbian women, we got in a bunch 

of their listings too.  And then so people would find out, um, and com, you know, we had 

people come from all over.   

 

EK: That’s awesome 

 

EB: Were you a part of any of the daughter-mother trips? 

 

BESANT: mmm hmm 

 

EB:Yeah? 

 

BESANT: Yeah they were great. Our very first trip was a mother daughter trip.  One of the 

pictures, you have somewhere here from that is a mother-daughter.  Came on our very 

first trip.  That’s in the B? wilderness.  But it was sunny and beautiful that time we went 

there- not the rainy trip. And uh, there was a meteor shower.  It was in early August. 

There was this fabulous meteor shower and we just laid out on, looking at, all night, 
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looking at the meteor, the shooting stars on that mother-daughter trip. Betty, who I was 

talking about before, she brought her daughter on some trips.  They were great. 

 

EK: In its whole time of existence, how many women do you think went through either the 

Keep Listening or… 

 

BESANT:  I don’t know.  A lot. Um, the Keep Listening and then the Women’s Wilderness 

Institute and then eventually, and I think in the mid-eighties, um, Women’s Wilderness 

Institute as a 501c3 non-profit corporation closed down and transitioned into a, just a 

group of, of women who would go and do things together.  And they called themselves 

FOREST GROUP.  Feminists of Oregon Really Excited about Seeing Trees [laughter].   

 

EB: I like that. 

 

EK: Yeah- I like that.  It is quite the title 

 

BESANT: Yeah. But yeah, I don’t know actually.  I’m sorry to say.  There may be materials 

in the, the, that came out of my attic and went into the archive that Pat took to the 

historical society that would have some actual use numbers in them.  Because um, you 

know, to get grants and things we had to have useful information.  I just don’t remember. 

 

EB: mm hmm 

 

EK: Yeah. Um, do you still have friends from the wilderness… 

 

BESANT: mm hmm.   

 

EK: … that you are still.. 
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BESANT: Like I just opened this to um, there’s some um, people here who were the 

board of directors, um, in nineteen eighty two.  Marcia is still working with the Women’s 

Wilderness Institute and she, like I said is a ranger in Sonoma County.  This person 

[pointing to photo in brochure] Mary, I still know.  This person Mary I still know.  Um, on 

here, and this is Betty I was just telling you about who passed away this year.  Um, this 

person I still see.  I’m not using their names in case… 

 

EK & EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: ... they might… But anyway… and um, on this, this picture [picture is of a woman 

riding across a bridge] is a bicycling trip in the Canadian Gulf Islands.  And on one of 

those trips, I met the person who is now my partner and has been for thirty years this 

year.  

 

EB: Oh wow. 

 

BESANT:  That’s one good friend! Ha! One person I’ve stayed good friends with.  How 

you might say… 

 

EK: Yeah. Was it on this specific trip? [Pointing to brochure] 

 

BESANT: It was on a trip in that place not that… we’d been together for a while at that 

point. 

 

EK: Oh ok.  That’s great.  

 

EB:  So yeah, um, we had sent you the question about the language surrounding… 

 

BESANT: Yeah 
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EB: … some partners. Um, and it somewhat changed a lot over time… 

 

BESANT: So, yeah you’re asking about what you call your quote, “significant other”. What 

do you guys say?  What do people in your generation say?  

 

EK: I say my partner. 

 

EB: I say sweetheart [laughter]. Yeah. 

 

BESANT: uh huh. Well Martha and I, to each other, we say all kinds of things. We say 

sweetie. We say mina liba, which is German for “my heart, my love”. 

 

EB: cool 

 

BESANT: And she speaks German really well so we say that.  Um, depending on what 

we’re doing that day and who’s doing what kind of thing we might say wife or husband 

you know.  So if she’s like, just fixed the toilette, I’ll say, “Oh! My husband”. You know- 

[laughter] And, or if she just baked something I’ll say, “Oh your such a good wife”.  So we 

kind of play with that but- it a, it’s still a kind of a hard, you know- I still don’t know quite 

what’s right… honey, um.  

 

 Martha is a physician and sometimes I will go with her to medical meetings, and 

it’s been a really a, a thorny thing there because um, at first, you know, twenty-eight, 

twenty-nine years ago, um we’d go to these meetings- or she’d go with out me, and they 

would assume that she was somebody’s wife because there weren’t that many women 

doctors. 

 

EB &EK: mmm hmmm 
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BESANT:  So when I would go with her they’d get really confused, you know. Eventually 

they figured out, you know- the group would get to know Martha.  They would know she 

was a doctor.  If they just saw her and they didn’t know her yet they’d at least realize, oh, 

she’s one of the doctors.  Then they really wouldn’t know what to call me.  So- then it 

started to happen, now we get every mix.  So like, they’ll be wh- the woman will be the 

doctor and the husband will come and they don’t know, you know, quite what to do with 

him because they’ve been plan these, all these activities as if, you know, some society 

doctor’s wife would wanna do them… like go shopping in the most expensive part of 

town or something… 

 

EK:  hmm 

 

BESANT: …you, know I didn’t want to do that either, but [laughter] neither do the 

husbands. So, you know, it’s all been evolving over the thirty years. It’s really been 

evolving.  And, um, this, I brought this name tag.  Which Martha and I just went to a, uh, 

international medical meeting in Scotland this fall, and um.  When I got my name tag they 

called me Martha’s “Accompanying Person”.  Which I just thought was really funny. I had 

never heard such a term.  But then, I figured out, that no matter what- whoever was with 

the person who was the doctor was called an accompanying person. So, if you were the 

wife of a male doctor, you were called the accompanying person. If you were the 

husband of a female doctor you were called accompanying person. So they’d really, in 

this, you know, Scotland, come up with this term and gone to a big level of sensitivity to 

apply equally to everybody’s relationship so.  I thought that was great.   

 

 And we still, you know, every now and then, well often say, “Hey, I’m your 

accompanying person”… [laughter]… when we go to a movie or something.  Cause it 

seems like a really silly term actually.   
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EB: It is… 

 

BESANT: But they were applying it very equally so.  That was nice. 

 

EB: Yeah. 

 

EK: Have you been to anything recently here in the United States in which you would 

have a name-tag like this? Can you think of any terminology… 

 

BESANT:  They will say partner more often than not now.  Although in the medical setting 

that’s confusing because they have medical partners.  You, know, so that would mean 

you’re in a medical practice together but you’re not in a personal relationship together. 

So, spouse they’ll too sometimes.  Yeah.  

 

EK: Did, so, when you did eventually come out to your parents, they were shocked at 

first, and then became supportive eventually?  

 

BESANT: Yeah, I um, I came out to my parents about five months after I came out to 

myself.  I was twenty-nine. And I was very um, very relieved, because I never was 

attracted to men, I never saw myself married, having kids, or anything like that. So I’m 

like, at that time, you know, ok, what then? Then there were just the first RV’s, this is 

probably hard for  you to imagine too, but RVs had, you know, recreational vehicles had 

just been invented. And there was a Winnebago, and I thought I’m gonna have a 

Winnebago, and I’m going to travel around. And everything I own is going to fit in my 

Winnebago and I’m going to go from great, one great outdoor place to the other great 

outdoor places. Just live in my Winnebago and be a happy solitary outdoor person. So 

that’s what my life’s going to be like. And then, I came out, I figured out that these 

feelings Id had all my life since I was in second grade, actually meant I was attracted to 

women. Light-bulb!  [laughter].  
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 So, I was so relieved, and it just explained so much. And it meant I might not be a 

solitary person all my life. I was actually quite…excited and happy about it. Partly thanks 

to Mary Catherine Lamb, who would make sure the library had every positive book she 

could get in there. So, you know it just, all these books that say it’s ok, it’ll be alright, you 

can have a good life, you can find other people. So I went home the first Christmas after I 

came out and I, you know not without some trepidation, but I told my parents. First I told 

my younger sister, and she was fine. She told my brother, and he was fine. Then I told my 

parents, and they were freaked out.  And my mother, we were, I was in their, we were in 

their bedroom and it had a walk-in closet and my mother had a dressing table there with 

her make-up and stuff.   

 

 And I, I had been a Girl Scout all through high school and that’s where I got all my 

initial outdoor training: to climb and backpack and… The Colorado Scouting program is 

fabulous outdoor training.   We did, I climbed a fourteen thousand foot peek when I was 

twelve.  You know, we did hard-core wonderful things.  Well lead and safely taught and 

everything.  And I had always wanted way more to do that than like, to go to a high 

school dance or something like that.   

 

 So my mother, turns out, had been quite worried for a long time.  So when I came 

out to her she picked up this jar of Pawn’s cold cream, threw it at the wall in the closet 

and it smashed against the wall of the closet and all this cold cream is blubbing down the 

wall of the closet and my mom screamed, “I hate the Girl Scouts,”.  And she started 

crying.  She cried and cried and cried and cried so it was quite intense.   

 

 And they, they, they um- They made me promise when they came back here that I 

would go to a therapist and try to change back.  So I got back here and I, I was living and 

working on Mt. Hood.  I didn’t have any money.  Clackamas County had a really good, 

um, you, know psychiatric psychological therapy program for low-income people in 
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Clackamas County.  So I found a therapist in Clackamas County.  And this person was 

great.  She said- you know I said, “I think this is who I am and always have been and I 

can’t change this”.  And she said, “I don’t believe it’s something you can change either.  

What do you want out of therapy?”.  And I said, “I want to help my parents and I be able 

to be OK with it”. So, you know, for about six months I went to see this person and she 

just helped me write letters to my parents and communicate with them in a way- tell them 

about books and, you know, try to help them get it that, it’s who I was and um.  You 

know, we had all these anguished letters going back and forth.  My father could never 

say the word gay or anything.  He all wrote about “it”.   

 

EB: hm 

 

BESANT: “We, we think from your letters that you don’t really want to change ‘it’”. You 

know, “We hope you’re still trying to change ‘it’”.  But I never even tried to change it.  I 

was like, “Alright! I finally figured ‘it’ out!”.   

 

EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Um, and um, you know my mother was uh also- my mother was more 

sophisticated about her own feelings and she was able to articulate eventually that what 

she was really worried about was that I wouldn’t have a good life.  You know, I wouldn’t 

be able to have a happy relationship that lasted and that I’d you know, wouldn’t have any 

place to do social activities except gay bars. And you know, she just had those kind of 

stereotypical, inaccurate stereotypical fears.  And um, once I met Martha, you know- she, 

I had two fairly long relationships like a year and a half or two years before I met Martha.  

And they were good.  It was like my dating period, I’m like thirty years old, dating around.  

But couldn’t really, you know-Queer people, queer women especially couldn’t really date.  

That, you know you couldn’t really try it out you know.  What do I need in a relationship? 

What kind of person do I really fall in love with? … That kind of thing was, you couldn’t 
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really try it out. So you know, I dated in my early thirties and once I met Martha and um, 

then my parents met Martha, they were fine.  They were like, “you two are obviously 

going to have your life together and everything’s going to be fine,”.  And then my mother 

got really, you know- She would speak out at her church and she would get mad at 

people if they told bad gay jokes. She got really good.  In fact she helped her church in 

Denver become an affirm congregation.  She was one of the people who drove  that 

process in that congregation so.   

 

EB: In the Presbyterian… 

 

BESANT:  They were Congregational.  They had moved to a part of town that did have a 

Presbyterian church so they moved.  They made a shift to the Congregational Church 

which turned out to be better cause Congregational Church is more affirming of gay 

people so.  It turned out to be good actually. But they got OK, but it took about five years.  

So I really, you know-People my age, I, I know a number of people who have not, who’s 

parents don’t know.  And they’ve been in relationships for thirty years and their parents 

don’t really, have never explicitly really been told the nature of the relationship.   And 

you know, it makes me sad because in my experience, if you trust your family, it might 

take a really long time, but if you trust your family and if you keep trying to communicate 

about it, it’s going to be OK in the long term.  You might have some really rough spaces 

in between but eventually it will be OK.  Unless your folks are just really really really rigid 

people.  Which happens too, I know. 

 

EK: So what do you like to do recreationally now? Or do you, are you still work, do you 

still work and what are you involved in? 

 

BESANT: I work for Oregon, well, I I’m heavily involved in Oregon Ballet Theatre.  I spend 

about thirty hours a week there.  Um, and I have a staff level position but I do it as a 

volunteer.  Cause Martha, as a physician makes enough money.  That, um, the ballet 
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company does not have enough money and we have enough money so I don’t need to 

get paid.  So, um I’m there and I work a lot there. And I really love it.  And um, a, I do that 

and I, Martha and I still do a lot of outdoors stuff together.  We still bike and we still hike 

and um, love that too.  And then I like to go, you know, I like to go to- like we went to the 

opera last night. I like the, I like the fine, the fine arts, performing arts.  So we go to a lot 

of stuff.  We’re older now, we can afford to go [laughter]. So that’s good. So, and I like to 

read and um.  I like to, I like to play music although I don’t do it in public at all anymore.   

 

EB: mm hmm 

 

BESANT:  At all. That part’s over [laughter]. Yeah but um- yeah I got a, I got a new 

passion in my late forties to learn about ballet and, and um, really be around it a lot.  I 

think it’s a beautiful art form but we still are very physically active. It’s it’s a, Martha and I 

are. It’s a, we’re both sixty-two and it’s definitely a different stage of life.  I can’t do, you 

know, like my knees won’t carry a heavy backpack around anymore. So we car camp or 

um, like two summers ago we hiked into a Canadian wilderness lodge where we had to 

carry our clothes in to the lodge but they had all the food and the beds and everything 

like that. So we still had to carry some.  We still hike a lot.  We just hiked thirteen, ten 

thirteen miles a day but we didn’t have to carry a lot of weight.  So, you know, it’s 

definitely a life stage of trying to figure out what your body will tolerate at this point.  

 

EK: Have you had, have you and Martha had any children or… 

 

BESANT: Nope we never had children.  Um, we have- Martha’s a physician and her field 

is obstetrics and gynecology.   

 

EK: Oh 
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BESANT: So she has a lot of um- she had brought a lot of babies into the world.  But her 

other concern is population control.  Population, over population.  So she also does 

international public health work to try and help with population issues, um, worldwide, 

here and worldwide. And um, she’s had a lifelong sense that overpopulation is one of the 

greatest pressures we’re placing on the earth so we really never, she never really 

wanted to have children. And I, I always figured that any kid I tried to raise would end up 

the most neurotic person [laughter] in history. So, I didn’t, I, I wasn’t particularly attracted 

to motherhood either.  So we didn’t have to struggle about that.  A lot of couples do I 

think.  

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: You know, really have to come to agreement on that.  Maybe don’t start out the 

same place.  A good friend of ours who, um, was also an outdoor trip leader, she, her 

lifelong relationship ended up, um, one wanted to have children and she did not.  And 

they, they worked it out and then they have twins now who are three years old.  And boy 

she loves it.  She had no idea she would love it so much. So, you never know. She’s, you 

know, she’s happier than she’s ever been having these little twins so, you never know. 

 

EK: Right.  Are you and Marth, are you and Martha involved with politics at all now or any 

activism, or…  

 

BESANT: um, we’re involved with the Oregon bus project.  Um, we’re involved with um, 

well. I, I would say that I think her international public health work is, is activism for sure.  

And um, my volunteering so heavily for and arts organization is also activism.  I think the 

arts are really important to full life for people. So, you know, we clearly define that as 

political activism. We also, you know, as a physician have um, well she says the world 

tends to pay doctors fairly well for what they do.  So you know, we have more money 

than we, than we need to be secure and um, we give away about, between fifteen and 
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twenty percent of our income every year to charitable organizations.  And um, that’s a lot.  

You know, she, you might, yeah so, you know we have a, a very carefully considered 

charitable giving grid.  And we think about, you know, we have social change and social 

justice things we have Native American things that we think deserve special attention, 

cultural things um, political direct political activism um, sexual minority, you know 

SMYRC? 

 

EB: Oh yeah…  

 

BESANT: like, and stuff like that. So we just are pretty careful to spread it out so that all 

the things that we think are important, it kind of covers that whole span.  Yeah, so we’re 

pretty, we’re more financially directly active than we are, you know, like going out. 

 

EK: Yeah. Do you want to talk about some of the stuff that you brought here? 

 

BESANT: I brought a bunch of Dyketones pictures.  Which I I know, not sure I, talk about 

it. I think we talked about the Dyketones OK.  

 

EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: and I brought, you know I’m not sure. That we need to do that. 

 

EK & EB: OK 

 

BESANT: I want to see your question list again. 

 

EK: Oh yeah.  That’s only part of the list. 
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BESANT:  See if we missed anything.  So here’s a whole thing we didn’t talk about, um- 

fondest memories just of wilderness, awf- general.  And are women in tune with nature?  

Um, I think that’s a, um, really important question and, um. I, I think that the time that we, 

at the time that we got Keep Listening and the Women’s Wilderness School going, um, 

women, you know, it’s a, we’re also looking at the early stages of uh, taking care of the 

earth and of ecology and I know it’s kind of happening it, all at that whole same time. I 

don’t think um- another thing that was happening at that whole time in, in the lesbian 

community was women, women’s land.  Have you ran into this… 

 

EB & EK: No, no. 

 

BESANT: …at all in the archives? You know there are, there are collective organizations 

of women’s land in Southern Oregon.  And they were forming at this same time.  And that 

was, you know, women really, lesbian women really deciding to go and live directly in 

touch with nature in very simple dwellings and, you know, maybe off the grid, although 

nobody was calling it that at that time.  Of the grid and um, there was a kind of swell in 

the greater, you know, climate of, of the, of the, country to return to nature and this was 

part of that but we felt it was, you know, we, we were really philosophically direct about it 

being important for women to reopen themselves to the natural world, not be afraid 

there, and not be um, you know grossed out by getting dirty or…you know, just just, so 

many, so many parts to it. Um, I didn’t understand it at the time but came to understand it 

later.  Cause what I did um, came to understand it later that part of what I was seeking in 

nature was actually a spiritual connection.  A place where I could have my own version of 

religion. 

 

EB: mm hmm 
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BESANT: Cause I hadn’t found it particularly in the church, in the Christian church where I 

was brought up.  And um, I kind of moved away from that and, and uh came to realize 

that, you know, if I had any sense of a higher power or sacred connection… 

 

EB: mmm hmm 

 

BESANT:  …um, I had it in nature.  That became pretty important and, you know not 

naming it with a male god name and things like that was very much part of that whole 

time.  That’s changed too I think.   

 

EK: Oh, um for the, the wilderness retreats did the guides change? Did they differ or, did 

they tend to be the same guides? 

 

BESANT: We had a whole, you know, sequence of people, lots of people worked for us 

over the years.  And some of them, some people ended up, you know, like working in the 

program for a really long time several years, and other people ended up just, you know, 

we like contacted for trips… I’m looking for a particular picture.  I want one of the pictures 

I brought.  There’s a picture I brought we’re all standing there looking at a compass.  I 

don’t wanna get our stuff, this stuff all mixed up either actually. Um, in that picture, those 

people are all um, ha, I can’t find it now.  Those people are all people who are, there’s 

pictures like eight women, we’re all standing taking a compass bearing on something.  

It’s a black and white picture.  And we’re, we’re doing this um, to see if we all get the 

same reading.  And those women were all, um, outdoor leaders of fair stature in other 

settings so for like Outward Bound or for- One of them was a woman who was just about 

to leave to go and try and climb a major Himalayan peak with a group of all women. Um, 

you know so sometimes we’d have these gatherings of outdoor leaders from everywhere 

and we all, like go out together and train each other or teach each other everything we, 

we knew about stuff.  So, that was fun.  So yeah, we had some kind, kind of contracted, 
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you know, come on this trip. We were at least three trips this summer and we had some 

people who worked steadily.  So it varied.   

 

EB:  Is there a particular place that you have felt very connected to the land um, 

compared to others or… 

 

BESANT: Yeah, several. 

 

EB: yeah… 

 

BESANT: Um, you know I lived on Mt. Hood for about five years and I’ve I feel really really 

connected to Mt. Hood.  That’s a special place for me.  There are place- The place where 

I went to Girl Scout camp in Colorado, which is called Flying G Ranch um, is like my total, 

totally my, you know, home on the earth.  It’s not a Girl Scout camp anymore 

unfortunately, but the land is still there.  Um, Opal Creek Ancient Forrest Center up here 

in the, in the mountains um, outside of Salem.  OOOO if you like outdoors you should try 

to go there it’s just this fabulous ancient forest with this beautiful creek.  Old-growth 

forest that was saved.  That’s a really special place.  The McKenzie River outside of 

Eugene is really special to me.  I, I’ve been to Nepal and that was pretty intense.  That 

was great.  Basically Mt., if it has mountains I’m gonna like it. 

 

EK: Um, I don’t know if we had gotten this on tape earlier so I wanted to ask you again 

about reclaiming the word dyke during the Dyketones, 

 

BESANT: Yeah, the Dyketones definitely reclaimed the word dyke, and we we, we said it 

loud and proud. And um, you know after Keep Listening the reason that I had to stop 

going on the Dyketones, um tours and go out of the Dyketones was cause I had started 

and I ran for a decade an outdoor adventure program for people with disabilities.  Who 

had, you know, like spinal chord injury or cerebral palsy or amputation or head injury or 
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spin bifida multiple sclerosis… pretty much any physical um, disability.  And that was, I 

had a, you know, reminded of what it was like to reclaim a word.  Because the people 

with disabilities in our program would often call each other gimps or crips or something 

like that.  You know, they would take that word and make it their power word. 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Boy, I couldn’t use that word. 

 

EB &EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: I couldn’t do it  

 

EB: How do you feel about other people saying dyke? 

 

BESANT: Oh boy it totally varies in how it’s said. 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: On my experience, you know, it could be great and it can be really a put down. 

And uh, I had a, during one of the measure nine, you know the OCA measures, I had a 

really interesting experience.  Um, I have a good friend that I like to go walking with on 

Mt. Tabor and she’s straight but she looks really dykie. And um, we were walking on Mt. 

Tabor during a measure nine time and, and two boys, like teenage boys called us dykes 

on the trail, on one of the trails in a way that um, was definitely a bad use of dyke. And, 

and uh, I just thought that was ironic cause our friend’s not. So… 

 

EB: Yeah 
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BESANT: You know?  But yeah, totally depends on how it’s said.  Still I think.  How does 

dyke go in your generation.  

 

EK: I’ve only really heard it used negatively. 

 

BESANT: I think it still has a lot of negative power.  I, I was getting a haircut yesterday and 

um, I was sitting there, you know, and there are people to the right, people to the left 

getting their hair cuts and everything and this is a pretty liberal place I think and um.  I 

was, I had gotten into my stuff to get out these pictures and um, I was telling the person 

who cuts my hair that I was going to come and talk with you today and that you wanted 

to hear about the Dyketones.  And man, the whole place… 

 

EK: Oh 

 

BESANT: Yeah, you know, the energy just went… everybody got really quiet and I though 

ok, maybe I shouldn’t talk about that. And you walk in and all the hair dryers are going 

and everything.  You have to talk kind of loud.  And I said to Theresa: how’s your cat? 

You know, it’s like- so I think it’s still a really loaded word that doesn’t necessarily get 

used.  You know I used to be on the board of directors of the Lesbian Community 

Project. 

 

EB: Right 

 

BESANT: I always closed it down and I’ve kind of lost track, two or three years ago.  And I 

think, um, the energy to support it just kind of petered out and I think one reason is 

because it was called the Lesbian Community Project. And I don’t know, do you guys use 

the word lesbian very much? 

 

EB: Yeah 
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BESANT: We were finding that, that wasn’t a word that people, that younger people used 

all that much and that they didn’t necessarily want to come be part of an organization 

that had that name.  They wanted to go to Q Center or, you know, some place that, that 

just kind of used an over-arching word like queer was man, women, everybody and you 

know, we just kind of merged all our resources into there. And I think that’s better. 

 

EB:Yeah 

 

EK: mm hmm 

 

BESANT: I think it’s way better.  

 

EB: D- so the word queer is pretty much accepted with my generation, I would say was 

that how it was… 

 

BESANT: It was a hard word for us.  It was pretty much as hard as dyke, as difficult as 

dyke. And really really really put you down. 

 

EB: mm hmm 

 

BESANT: You know like, in high school or college if somebody called you queer, it was 

very bad to be called queer.  They were really, and I think at a certain, and I know that’s 

still true.  I know that’s still true.  That it can be used, especially for guys it’s a really bad 

thing to say.  But um, I think it works well as a you know, something that applies to 

everybody in the spectrum.  I don’t have any trouble at all with it anymore. 

 

EK: Yeah 
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EB: We just, so this again, you know working at the, at the ballet um, the people there are 

my boss and in the particular room where I work, well everybody’s great.  Everybody’s 

really nice and I told them I was going to do this too and um, one a, there’s another 

person, there’s only one other person at the ballet who’s as old as I am.  I’m sixty-two and 

there’s one other person working there who’s also sixty-two.  So we ran right into this 

language stuff. You know, she doesn’t like the word queer.  But I’m like, yeah, but we do.  

You know, it’s a good word so we’re going to use it.  It’s ever evolving and it sure can be 

different depending on the tone and the body language and everything.  Accepting or 

non-threatening vs. threatening stance a person might take when they use it.  You know, 

I mean working at the ballet a lot of the, a lot of the boys who study ballet are 

immediately smacked up against a very broad stereotype that any male person who 

dances is gay. And that’s not true. That there are gale guys, gay guys who dance and 

there are straight guys who dance and there are bi guys who dance and it’s um. The, the, 

the young boys, especially when they’re like at middle school age, when they’re studying 

ballet, they really really really take a lot of grief from their peers to be doing that and. So I, 

you know I see boys who suffer from mean use of the word queer.  I see them a lot. And 

if they are queer they’re trying to figure it out that’s hard. And if they aren’t and they’re 

really put down and sometimes even physically threatened or, or hit for it, that’s really 

hard.  So I know it’s not, not great yet.  

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Not great yet 

 

EK: So you were on the first cover of Just Out. Is that true? 

 

BESANT: I don’t think so, but I don’t know. 

 

EK: OK. 
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BESANT: But maybe were the Dyketones on the very first cover they might have been 

year. 

 

EK: Yes, the Dyketones. Yeah. The Dyketones were on the first cover. 

 

BESANT: I probably was then! WAAHOO! 

 

EK: Is that something you’ve ever thought about? I mean? 

 

BESANT: mm [no.]. 

 

EK: A newspaper here locally, that’s for the community and the very first one, you’re in. 

 

BESANT: I should have a copy of that! 

 

EB: You should. 

 

EK: You should 

 

BESANT: I don’t think I realized that. You know, there, there were predecessor like little 

newsletters and things and it was sort of evolving all, um.  And Willamette Week was a 

really alternative radical thing at same era.  So it’s, it all kind of blurs, your awareness. 

 

EK:mm hmm 

 

EB: Yeah 
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BESANT: Wow that’s great I didn’t know that.  Was the picture in the car or something 

like that? 

 

EB: Eh, I think it was all like, a group of you, I don’t remember how many just kind of 

hunched over each other.  It might have been taken out of the car. 

 

EK: Yeah 

 

BESANT: mm hmm, oh right. 

 

EK: Have you had people appro, well, during this time probably more so, did you have 

people approach you and say, oh my gosh! You, you’re part of the Dyketones.   

 

BESANT: Yeah, sometimes.  What happens now is, yes I mean, yeah it would happen 

sometimes and it would be really fun. 

 

EK: Local celebrity. 

 

BESANT: Yeah, no, well, very very, in a very focused um, group of people.  It was fun.  It 

was really fun. And I don’t, you know, I mean, I- The women’s community at the time of 

the Dyketones, here in Portland, was trying really hard not to do the role thing.  So there 

were, there was a great deal of pressure a, to have short hair b, to wear white painter 

pants and Birkenstocks and a flannel shirt.  I mean everybody wore kind of the same… 

Serious. Everybody, there was like this uniform.  You know that you just kind of had to 

wear.  So um, I don’t know.  You can follow this in these, in these um, in these brochures.  

You go back to a really early one here’s me and Marcia should be in here somewhere, 

although she’s not.  Yeah, here she is. And I have long hair right?  

 

EK: mm hmm 
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BESANT: And I had been out for maybe like I said, not quite a year.  And Marcia said I’ll 

give you a year and you’ll have short hair and you’ll be wearing painter pants and 

Birkenstocks. And I’m like NOT ME!  And then later on in one of these brochures just 

down the road, you know you can’t see the painters pants and the Birkenstocks but 

somewhere we’ll find it… yeah see… the hair is short. 

 

EK: Oh ok… 

 

EB: Oh yeah!   

 

BESANT: So dog gone it happened.  Birkenstocks made my feet hurt so I never did that 

for very long but I tried it out.  You know, so there just, there weren’t necessarily roles but 

there was definitely, well there was, they weren’t roles. I mean you were trying, I would 

say, to be on the butch side of neutral in terms of roles back then.  You know we were 

really, as part of the feminist pride whole thing, not to be femmie you know to be to like 

to reject that. So there was just this spectrum that was from, from sort of nondescript to 

butch that you had to kind of fit in. 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: And um, when the Dyketones took on this thing to do this fifties spoofs, if we 

were going to represent the fifties and, then we had to have butches and femmes, 

matching. So, so then some of us had to be femmes.  Haha. And I don’t know I’m not sure 

this is on tape yet, I was saying that um, you know, two of, two of the people were clearly 

and easily femmie and they had no trouble taking that on.  Me, they had to talk me into it. 

I didn’t want to do it.  I, I really wanted to be butch. But there weren’t enough femmes 

and, and some of the people, I’ve gotta straighten out these pictures at some point… I 

mean they just, there was no way… ok here playing…There was no way they were going 
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to look femmie.  You know there was just no way that, that Chevy Chavez and and Scully, 

and Chuckie Linguini were going to look femmie.  It just wasn’t going to happen.   

 

EK: Linguini 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: You know? So- or especially not Big Red and this person (pointing to photo) 

eventually um, mmm I don’t want to say this wrong, um, this person really, actually is 

trans person and eventually did gender reassessment, reassignment and is now male.  

So that’s interesting too I think. 

 

EK: Yeah.  Do you know about the time when they made that transition? 

 

BESANT: Uh, I think it was probably in the eighties this person 

 

EK: So that was definitely hard experience. 

 

BESANT: Well, you know it wasn’t happening, I mean I’m not sure I don’t know, I don’t 

want to speak for that person. 

 

EK: right right right.  But it wasn’t happening as commonly as 

 

BESANT: No No No and it was much harder to get to do it. You know, to get to be able to 

do it was much harder.  Um, so.  Yeah that person is really really happy. 

 

EB: Oh good. 

 

BESANT: So it’s great.   
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EK: Who’s in that picture there? 

 

BESANT: That’s Julia Wilson. 

 

EB: OK 

 

BESANT: She was one of the people who ran the organization for a number of years. So 

she’s working, you know all the time.  Write that on the back maybe.  

 

EB: Is this a picture of you? 

 

BESANT: No 

 

EB:  No> OK, it says your name on the back so I wasn’t… 

 

BESANT: It’s not me. 

 

EB: Maybe this was just your property 

 

BESANT: I might have taken the picture.  It might have belonged to me, but that is not 

me. 

 

EK: Do you know who this is? 

 

BESANT: That person’s name is Ruth I think. That’s Marcia, she’s one of the founding 

people.  We named first founder, the slow hiker. 

 

EK: The slow hiker. 
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BESANT: That’s me. 

 

EK: Oh wow.  You had really long hair. 

 

BESANT: mm hmm. Oh here it is! Here we are all with our compasses.  These are some 

major outdoor leaders from across the country, this gathering.   

 

EB: That’s great. 

 

BESANT:Yeah 

 

EK: Do you know if there’s anything still going on that’s similar to the idea of this for 

women to be in touch with the outdoors.   

 

BESANT: If there is, I’m not aware of it.  Um, there was a really, the, one of the longest 

lasting groups was in the um, you know, like in the boundary waters um, woods women 

in no, you know like in Minnesota. And they lasted for a really long time.  They were 

great.  And they had a great T-shirt.  I still have one of their T-shirts.  It’s a fabulous T-

shirt. 

 

EB: Yeah, I saw the T-shirts you guys had in here. 

 

BESANT: Yeah we had some nice shirts too. 

 

EB: Yeah they look way neat. 

 

EK: Do you have any of your old shirts from… 
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BESANT: I do.  

 

EK: you do… 

 

BESANT: Yeah, in fact I aspire eventually to um, to have somebody make me a quilt, you 

know.  I’d have to downsize and go live in the retirement home when I’m eighty-five and I 

just want to remember my, my past in a small, you know containable way.  I’ve, have 

these T-shirts made into a quilt. And I have a Dyketones T-shirt with this graphic on it. Not 

the words, but that graphic [she points to a photo] that has gone in the quilt and then a 

couple of different Women’s Wilderness shirts and… 

 

EK: Oh that’s an awesome idea. 

 

EB: Yeah 

 

BESANT: Yeah.  What is it… There’s a, a medical organization for lesbian physicians um, 

called women in medicine.  And um, they have a great national meeting of lesbian 

doctors and their partners every year and every year there’s a T-shirt for the meeting and 

then they have a quilt that’s growing each year.  That, each you know, each t-shirt as a 

square.  That’s where I got the idea. It has a square in the quilt. And they always have the 

quilt hanging, you know, where the speakers are.  It’s really neat.  It’s really beautiful too.  

I, I saw their quilt and thought, I’m going to do that with all me T-shirts cause right now, 

they’re just all in a truck.  

 

EK: That’d be a good picture for the archive, a picture of that quilt. 

 

BESANT: Yeah wouldn’t it? 

 

EB: Yeah. 
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EK: mm hmm 

 

BESANT: Yeah 

 

EK: It would be powerful.   

 

BESANT: After I make it I’ll take a picture.  I won’t make it. After I get somebody.  I can’t 

sew to save my life so…  Well how are we doing? 

 

EB: Um, we about at time.  

 

BESANT: I think we’re good 

 

EB: Is there anything else you’d like to say… 

 

BESANT: I don’t think so.  And feel free you know to talk again.  If you want to get 

musically some really specific dates and names you could talk to Christen and Pat will 

know who Christen is. 

 

EB: Do you think that Christen has any recordings of the music at all… or? 

 

BESANT:mmmm Absolutely. 

 

EB: Yeah? 

 

EK: That would be great if we could find that. 

 

EB: Yeah I would love to hear some. 
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BESANT: Um, you know we could, I don’t want you to hear the Dyketones. I don’t want 

you to hear how bad they are but… 

 

EB: I do. 

 

BESANT: Chris, well I’ll see if I can find it cause I- I’ll find, I’ll find something.  So I’ll get 

back. I think that there’s video of the measure nine benefit at Darcell’s.   

 

EK: Ohhh That’d be awesome too with the swing and everything. 

 

EB: Uh huh 

 

BESANT: But Christen may have some actual audio tape of the earlier Dyketones. And 

Kristan was, Kristan and um, Naomi who was Chevy Chavez and um two other women 

were in a group called the Izquierda Ensemble.  Naomi was, Christen and Naomi were 

the directors of the Ursa Minor Choir. And Naomi, and, No-Naomi’s a fabulous singer, 

songwriter. And she and her partner still live in Portland, and they have a little boy. 

Talking about having kids. And, um, they made a couple of records, and so you know. 

Good, good, there’s good cassette tape and like long play records of Izquierda. Which 

would be really fun and I’d enjoy hearing because they were good. The Dyketones were 

funny, but Izquierda was good.  

 

EK: Well thank you so much. 

 

BESANT: Yeah, it was fun. 

 

EB: Thanks a lot for sharing them. 
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BESANT: It was really fun. I hope you can hear it. I kept going back like that. 

 

EK: I think it’ll be ok. 

 

 
 [End of Session 1] 
 [End of Interview] 
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