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The following is an original interview of Portland Trail Blazers Sportscaster Bill “Mr. Rip City” 

Schonely conducted by Jack McArthur and Ian Strauss under the supervision of Franklin 

High School Teacher and Public Historian Gregory J.K. García, Jr. Strauss and McArthur 

were students in García’s Advanced Placement U.S. History class during the 2018-2019 

school year.  

 

At the end of each school year, students apply their historical analytical skills by researching, 

designing and building a museum exhibit on the Franklin campus on the history of any topic 

they want. During the summer of 2019, Strauss and McArthur parlayed their research into 

an oral history interview with Mr. Schonely in the Moda Center.  
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GG: Well thank you again Mr. Schonely. 

 

SCHONELY: You’re quite welcome. You’re quite welcome.  

Oh my goodness look at all those questions! 

 

JM: Yep 
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GG: They actually had to have them trim ‘em down, [Laughs] because I wasn’t sure – we 

were shootin’ for about an hour if that’s good for you, sir? 

 

SCHONELY: Fine. 

 

GG: Perfect! Would you like the video camera on, sir, or not? 

 

SCHONELY: Beg your pardon? 

 

GG: Video Camera, would you like it on or off? 

 

SCHONELY: Whatever you want is fine. 

 

GG: Okie doke. Are we set, gentlemen? 

 

JM: Yeah. 

 

IS: Yeah. 

 

SCHONELY: Alright gang, go ahead. 

 

GG: Alright! This is Greg Garcia talking. I am a public historian and also a high school 

teacher [at Franklin High School]. It is Wednesday, July 24th, 2019. I am here with two 

aspiring public historians: Jack McArthur and Ian Strauss here with Mr. Bill Schonely — 

Thanks again for having us! 

 

SCHONELY: You’re quite welcome. 
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GG: And without further ado, take it away gentlemen. 

 

IS: Ok, so my first question... 

 

SCHONELY: Yes... 

 

IS: How did you first get involved in broadcasting? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, as a youngster, I was a radio fanatic while I was going through junior 

high school and high school back in Pennsylvania, a town just outside of Philadelphia: 

Norristown, Pennsylvania — Near Valley Forge, if historians, you know about Valley Forge 

— and I’ve always thought that I would like to get in the radio business. TV was nothing in 

those days. I graduated in 1947. And I was also doing a lot of singing. I really thought I was 

gonna be a singer. Not necessarily a classical singer, but big bands, a Frank Sinatra type-

a-thing, a lot of church work and things like that. And all of a sudden, to make that part of 

my story short, I was entered into military service: The United States Marine Corps. 

 

IS: Thank you for your service! 

 

SCHONELY: And after [a] basic service down in Paris Island, South Carolina (which wasn’t 

easy in those days) I was assigned to go overseas and I was on my way to South Korea, 

China in those days. We got about halfway there, and America at the time took all of our 

troops out of there, thinking nothing more would happen. So they assigned me to the 

South Pacific and I spent three and a half years in Saipan,  Guam  — And that whetted my 

appetite, cause on Guam at the time there was an Armed Forces Radio Station, and  I had 

a band, and I had a huge, little orchestra, and I was doing a lot of singing at the time — And 

one day, a guy said, “Schonz, why don’t you go up to Comwire Hill”, which is on top of a 
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mountain on Guam. “And there’s [an] Armed Forces Radio Station up there — [He said] 

“They might be able to take you on!” I said, “No, that’s not gonna happen to me — No way!” 

So I commandeered a Jeep, drove up there,  spent about a half an hour with the Armed 

Forces Radio — and the Armed Forces Radio they had all  the branches of the service, but 

they didn’t have a Marine on board at the time. Well, lo and behold they said, “We’re gonna 

make you a broadcaster, and we’ll get you reassigned from the military part, and you’ll 

come up here” — and that whetted my appetite and we did everything. It was a great 

training ground for me. And then, the Korean War broke out. I thought I was gonna go to 

Korea and be involved in it because at the time, America needed bodies because all of the 

sudden, this huge extravaganza started in that part of the world.  

 And I was on three drafts to go to Korea. I had my sack on, my rifle, everything to 

board the ship. And three straight times, they told me to step outta line: “You’re not going.” 

Well my orders changed and went back to Washington, D.C., and Quantico, Virginia. [That] 

whetted my appetite more — Had the opportunity to do a lotta work with the radio and TV 

stations in Washington, D.C., which was very, very nice. Then I got out of the Marine Corps, 

went to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and I worked [taps fingers multiple times] for a little UHF 

television station. [The] television station [was] on one side of the street, radio station on 

the other side of the street. And all of us who [were] working there not only did minimal 

television- from running a camera, weather man, the S.O. reporter, interview shows and so 

forth and so on. And I really enjoyed that part.  

 And then, they had a baseball team down there: Class D. Class D baseball — farm 

club of the Philadelphia Athletics. I got involved doing some baseball. LSU University is 

there. I did some football for LSU, public address announcing, and things just progressed 

and went on and on and on. Next thing I know, I had a chance to go to Seattle in 1955. And 

that’s when it hit me. Everything started to come into line, and my broadcast career went 

on from there. That’s it in a nutshell. That part. 

 

IS: [Laughs] Ok. How did you first get involved with the Portland Trail Blazers? 
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SCHONELY: Well, Portland, of course, came calling — Of all the things that I did in Seattle, 

I did Western Hockey League games, put them on the air up there. Worked for the 

University of Washington on Huskie Football and Basketball, and did Triple A Baseball the 

last year of the Seattle Rainiers and then the Seattle Angels, all the while doing so many 

other things that we broadcasters did. And it was on the radio station up there for a long 

time, KVI radio. And they did all the sports- they were the number one station there. And 

then the Pilots became an American League team in the city of Seattle.  

 I happen to get the broadcasting job for the Seattle Pilots, and I thought at this time, 

I would have the rest of my life in baseball; which I thoroughly enjoy doing! The team just 

lasted one year. Seattle did not have a stadium. The King Dome was not built yet. And we 

played in a little stadium. It was a great field and everything like that, all the other teams 

that came to play the Seattle Pilots loved the little confines of the ballpark, but it only sat 

maybe 20 thousand, 15,000 thousand. The American League owners got together, and 

took the franchise away from Seattle. Because Seattle, the fathers there at the time, you 

know, the mayor — and so forth and so on. The city big wigs, they didn’t have a drawing 

for a new stadium at the time.  

 [It] lasted, actually a year and a half with spring training. Then, found out that that’s 

it! My baseball days were over. I could’ve gone to Milwuakee — they became the 

Milwuakee Brewers, and still going today. I could’ve gone to Milwuakee with the team, and 

as their broadcaster. I decided to stay in Seattle, ‘cause my radio and TV work was, in those 

days, was going along very, very, very nicely. And doing Hockey up there, in the old 

Western Hockey League, I got to know Mr. Harry Glickman, who had the old Portland 

Buckaroos for a long, long time. And the great rivalry with those [with] Portland Buckaroos, 

and the Seattle Totems. We had knockdown, drag-out games, and fights upon occasion 

and everything like that. He found out that I was available- so he called me one day, and 

in his big bass-befundle voice, he said, “Shonz! How would you like to do NBA Basketball?” 

I said, “Well, that sounds pretty good.” I had a major league broadcasting job. “Well come 
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on down and we’ll talk.” So I came to Portland, went into his office, we talked about five or 

six minutes, shook hands, and that was 50 years ago. 

 

JM: Wow. 

 

SCHONELY: And then the Blazers, they had me start. [He said,] “One of the first things I 

want you to do is put a radio network together”. I said, “Ok”. So we did. Got about 13 

stations on the Blazer Network, on OKOIN Radio. Which is no longer, of course. And things 

have just blossomed on, and here we are today. 

 

JM: Wow. 

 

IS: Could you please describe what the Portland community’s reaction was to getting 

their first NBA basketball team? 

 

SCHONELY: Oh, the city of Portland was ecstatic! As a matter of fact, this whole state… A 

major league sports team! And they just loved it! I had a tough time going around the state 

at the time. For years, in the off-season, a little caravan – In the early days, it was me in a 

van, and they go and visit the Pendletons, the Astorias, and so forth and so on all over the 

state. And I had a tough time convincing some of those radio stations to carry our games, 

even to the point where I had to get down on bended knee and had to talk to the general 

manager. [Laughs] And I said, “Please!” You know, “Take it!” And it blossomed, and now, 

they have close to 30 stations all over. So the Pacific Northwest and the State of Oregon, 

they were happy, and we’ve had a wonderful time since. 

 

IS: What was your reaction to the official naming of the Trail Blazers instead of some 

runner-up names I found, like “The Firs,” “The Pines,” or “The Lumberjacks?” 
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SCHONELY: Yeah! Well, I think the Trail Blazers are fine. It’s an old, you know, the 

foresters in the old days, the Trail Blazers, and even our little signature pin here. [Points to 

the pin on the lapel of his suit] When they went around and went through the forest to see 

what trees could be cut down, they’d have this axe with the little pin-type of thing on it, the 

pinwheel I guess we’ll call it, and they would nail a tree so “Don’t touch this tree, but you 

can cut this one down.” And that won the contest! And being the first in the Pacific 

Northwest, the Sonics were already going, but this was our part of the country, and that 

worked.  

 

IS: Do you have a particular memory from your time with Harry Glickman? Is there any 

memory that sticks out? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, the number one was when he said: [In a deeper voice] “Shonz! I want 

you to do NBA Basketball.” And I’ve done all the other sports — To this point in my career, 

[I] did not do basketball. Every once in a while, I would do a high school game or a Huskie 

game and so forth and so on. But I was involved in other things. And he said, “Read! I know 

you can do it. You’re a good hockey and baseball broadcaster, but now, we want you 

here.” And he’s been a good friend, a dear friend. He just turned 95 and I’m 90. Can you 

believe that? I can’t! [Laughs] 

 

IS: So in the first game ever in 1970, the Blazers hosted fellow expansion team: the 

Cleveland Cavaliers. 

 

SCHONELY: Cleveland Cavaliers, right! 

 

IS: Yes, who are still around today, by a score of 115 to 112. Do you have any particular 

memory from that night that stood out? 
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SCHONELY: Well we were at Memorial Coliseum across the way from where we are as of 

the moment here. And we only had 4,000 people that night. But the mayor, the governor, 

the Commissioner of Basketball, Mr. [Larry] O’Brien, they were all there that night. And we 

came in as expansion teams with Cleveland and Buffalo, in those days. And we’ve had 

some great times. We didn’t win too many games that first year, only won 29 games out of 

82. But we had a good time. It just grew and blossomed from there. And then to win the 

championship in just seven years! That’s unheard of! 

 

IS and JM: Right! 

 

SCHONELY: And that knocked everybody for a loop. And there we are! 

 

IS: Yeah! So towards the end of the 1970-1971 season, the Blazers had fallen to a record 

of 22 and 42 and in February of that season against the LA Lakers, you made the famous 

phrase: RIP CITY! Could you explain how that came about? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, we had our ups and downs that year and the Los Angeles Lakers came 

to town for the very first time. Wilt Chamberlain, Jerry West, all those great ball players 

were still with the Lakers. [At] Memorial Coliseum we had probably our first big crowd, 

better than 10,000. And it was a typical game, [the] Lakers were leading by 26, 27 points. 

But all of the sudden, the tenor of the game changed. We get to a point where the next 

basket by Portland would tie the mighty Lakers, Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry West. The 

crowd was into it and so was I. And prior to this, from the beginning to this point, I was 

always trying to come up with a phrase that would work with my broadcast, let alone the 

team. 

 

IS and JM: Right 
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SCHONELY: And I couldn’t figure it out. You call a basketball game and it’s “in the 

hopper,” it’s “swish” and so forth and everybody basically does the same thing. But I 

wanted a kicker of some kind. Jim Barnett, former University of Oregon player, now a 

broadcaster for the World Champion Golden State Warriors, was on our first year team. He 

was a little bit of a flick in those days, you never knew what Jim Barnett was going to do. 

And he brings the ball outta back-court. In those days I was right at center-court. [I] had a 

stat crew to my right, a couple writers to my left, [there] weren’t too many people on the 

floor. Not like it is today.  

 And Jim came, he stopped right in front of me at half-court. So he’s standing right 

in front of me. And he looks over and winks! And he turned around and for whatever reason 

he threw up a two-hander. [I] followed it down, and as it went through the net, for whatever 

reason, I yelled, “RIP CITY, ALL RIGHT!” That was the birth of that baby. Lakers call for a 

timeout, the game is tied, I’m going crazy at the time, the crowd was very enthusiastic. And 

I gave my commercial cue, sat back in my chair.  

 And the guys to my left and right said: “Rip City?” And I said, “Yeah, leave that in.” 

[Just] like you’re writing a story or whatever it is, it’s your lead line, or your final line. You 

know? Whatever it is. And Rip City came about. It took a while to get caught on, but it 

certainly has. It’s worldwide now, this is Rip City USA. 

 

IS: Could you explain how the phrase Rip City has affected the community in Portland 

and all that stuff? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, wherever you go it’s Rip City. 

 

IS and JM: Right 

 

SCHONELY: Yeah, it’s T-shirts, it’s signs, it’s organizations. Even the Trail Blazers, it’s Rip 

City, Incorporated. Who would’ve thought that little phase was gonna be synonymous with 
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the team and the organization, but spread all over? You go all around the county to the 

other cities and the other stadiums, and other writers and broadcasters, it’s Rip City, ya 

know? I don’t know what more to say but it happened. [Laughs] 

 

IS: In 1974, Larry Weinberg assumed control of the Portland Trail Blazers from 

Sarkowski. How would you describe Weinberg’s leadership style compared to 

Sarkowski’s? 

 

SCHONELY: As compared to who? 

 

IS: Sarkowski. 

 

SCHONELY: Oh, Sarkowski! Mr. Sarkowski and those people, along with Harry Glickman, 

they were wonderful people. They were real estate people and they invested with Harry. 

And that’s the reason we have the franchise today. And then their real estate business 

went on and on and they were doing quite well, so they wanted out. [They] made the sale 

to Larry Weinberg, also a real estate mogul down in Southern California. But a true 

gentleman, fine, a great family. And he became a basketball fanatic, Larry did. He passed 

away within the last year. [I] went down and spoke at his funeral in California. Just a 

charming man. Everybody liked him. And just prior to that, of course, he wanted to sell the 

team, too. And so he sold it to Paul Allen. But we miss Larry Weinberg- he was a great man. 

 

IS: In the 1976-77 season, the Blazers acquired new head coach, Dr. Jack Ramsay. 

 

SCHONELY: Yes. 
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IS: Could you describe his coaching philosophy compared to other Blazer’s coaches 

throughout history, especially how he coached the team and how they won the 

championship? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, he had some great players. You know, he had Bill Walton prior to that. 

And then that year, our seventh year, the opportunity to have Maurice Lucas come aboard, 

and Johnny Davis, and Lionel Hollins. We didn’t have those people. And everything just 

clicked! Lenny Wilkins was our coach the year before, and Walton was with us at the time. 

I gotta stop and tell you a story about Bill Walton if you don’t mind. 

 

IS: Yeah, for sure! 

 

SCHONELY: He was always hurt, the big guy, couldn’t play. We’re in Philadelphia one 

night for a game, and I went to the workout at noon-time with Lenny Wilkins and the team. 

And they had their little workout and their strategy for the 76ers that night, as per usual. 

And Walton’s standing there, ragged ya know, with the beard, the whole thing. He was a 

mess. He’s a good guy, and still is a dear friend, but he was hurt.  

 And Lenny turned around and said, “Walton! When are you gonna be able to play?! 

Can you play tonight or not?!” And [Walton said], “Well coach, I can’t play. Maybe when we 

get home, I’ll be able to. I’m close, but…” That’s it, Lenny went nuts! He said, “Walton, I 

don’t want you to come to the game tonight, I don’t want you anywhere near the team! If 

you do come to the game, I don’t know where you’re gonna sit! I’m not gonna worry about 

it-- sit next to Shonz!”  

 Well, Walton did. He had a horrendous stuttering problem. Very tough time for him 

to speak. Even when he was at U.C.L.A., the great John Wooden, the coach there for years, 

wouldn’t allow him to do post-game press conferences only because he could not speak; 

it wouldn’t come out. He really had a tough time. Well, he worked with me that night, and 

he did some stuttering. But his analysis of the game was terrific. So that was the birth of 
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the broadcasting career of Bill Walton. He worked very, very hard to speak. And now that 

he can talk, we can’t shut him up! And I say that totally resentful. [IS & JM laugh] A good 

guy. 

 

IS: So coach Ramsay coached the team for 10 seasons. 

 

SCHONELY: Yeah. 

 

IS: How do you think his legacy affected Portland basketball? 

 

SCHONELY: Yes, very, very much. We had 10 wonderful years together. Dr. Jack, [I] really 

don’t know how to describe him other than we became very dear and close friends. I spoke 

at his funeral too, a couple of years ago. Really miss him. But he was a man like John 

Wooden at U.C.L.A. who knew the game and knew what to do, and he had good players, 

and then some of those players left, and then his late career with us. The talent wasn’t 

there like our championship year, but Dr. Jack was the best! 

 

IS: Ok Jack, your turn to ask the questions. 

 

SCHONELY: Okay. 

 

JM: During the 1976-77 season, the Blazers won their first NBA title against the 76ers. 

With a brawl happening during game two between Sixers player Darryl Dawkins and 

Blazers small forward Bobby Gross... 

 

SCHONELY: Yeah 
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JM: This series was intense to say the least. Do you have any particular memories of 

this series? 

 

SCHONELY: Oh yeah. No, the fight broke out back in Philadelphia, yeah. How [could] you 

forget that? All of a sudden I’m doing a basketball game then I’m a boxing broadcaster. 

And Darryl Dawkins, Maurice Lucas and Bobby Gross. Darryl Dawkins’ mother came out 

on the floor at the time you know, to try to break it up. That was just a wonderful time. 

 That was just a wonderful time, I listened to a tape of that thing and I can’t believe, 

listening to it, how I described it, because everything happened so fast. But that was a 

turning point of that series. [The Blazers] lost the first two games back in Philadelphia, and 

came back and won the next two to tie up the series.  

 But it was Maurice Lucas and Darryl Dawkins who were the vocal point of that fight 

at a huge mob scene and before the game, Maurice Lucas went down to the 76er bench 

and went in and shook hands with Darryl Dawkins and all the rest of the 76ers. Julius 

Erving, and they were all, “What in heaven’s name is going on here?” [We] came back, won 

the next two games, tied the series, went back to Philadelphia, annihilated the 76ers, and 

came home on that Sunday afternoon, and won it by two, 109-107. Isn’t that what you have 

down there? 

 

JM and IS: Right, yeah. 

 

SCHONELY: Okay, I got it. [Laughs] 

 

JM: So, after Game 6, the Blazers took the title from the sixers by a score of 109 to 107... 

 

SCHONELY: Yep. 

 

JM: [So] what was your first reaction after the Blazers took the title? 
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SCHONELY: Wow. Well, you know I said, I believe this is correct: “At two minutes and 18 

seconds after 2 o’clock, on this Sunday afternoon, the Portland Trail Blazers are the World 

Champions! They are Number 1!” And by this time, you couldn’t see anybody down on the 

floor, cause the 10 thousand plus people at Memorial Coliseum came down on the floor. 

Walton took off his jersey and [threw it]. It was bedlam time!  

 I was supposed to do a post-game show, which we normally did, and we had to 

cancel it because I had to fight my way to get into the locker room. I finally got there, and 

you know the showers were going — [everything]. The next thing I know,[Maurice] Lucas, 

[Bobby] Gross, Lloyd Neal and Walton picked me up and threw me in the shower, so I 

couldn’t do a post-game show at all. But the crowd! Wherever you went, this town went 

nuts! The state went crazy! And at the time, this state was having their problems. And this 

was something that picked everybody up. It was not only good for the team and the 

franchise, but for the fans here in Portland, and the state. And that kicked it off- that was it. 

 

JM: And also, in game three, I was just gonna ask, how would you describe Walton’s 

performance, with 20 points, 18 rebounds, nine assists against the Sixers in game three of 

the finals that we won 129 to 107 [in that game]. 

 

SCHONELY: Well he was the focal point, there’s no question about that. Walton was the 

guy. When he could play, and he was healthy for that particular season, (not the Lenny 

Wilkens situation the year before) and when he stepped over the line, it was all business. 

And he, and Maurice Lucas, and Bobby Gross, right on down the line, Dave Twardzick, 

Lionel Hollins. It was such a blend of good people, and we all became very, very close. It’s 

not like it is today, a thousand people. You know, there was the team, there were the two 

coaches, there was a trainer, and me. And we all became a huge family. We tried to do 

whatever we could. Not only broadcast-wise, on the floor, in the community, and that’s 

been the bottom line ever since. 
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JM: Also, an additional question: How would you describe your personal reaction when 

Bill Walton was drafted by us, or [just like] the community in Portland [of] basketball in 

general, like when he was first drafted? 

 

SCHONELY: Oh, well yeah. [That was], he was the number one player in college 

basketball! And the Blazers had the chance to get the number one pick? Obviously, Bill 

Walton. But, little did we know, we’d have a few problems with him. Not serious problems, 

but it was the nature of the time [and] all of the other things that were going on around 

here. But he was the man! 

 

JM: Also, so the Blazers celebrated their championship with a parade in downtown 

Portland 

 

SCHONELY: Yep. 

 

JM: [So] did you participate in any of these celebrations or any of the celebrations? 

 

SCHONELY: Oh yeah! [We] the next day, they had the parade downtown and we all came 

over to Memorial Coliseum, and got on a bus and went down to a little area towards 

Broadway. And we were each assigned a car, and so forth and so on. And I’ll never forget, 

going down [with] the Burnside and Broadway, that intersection you take a little curve, and 

you look South, nothing but people. It was awesome!  

 And we had, what probably should’ve been about a 15 minute ride to the Keller 

Auditorium now, it took about [Laughs] an hour and a half. Walton lost his bicycle, he 

poured a can of beer over the Mayor’s head and everything [went] nuts! [Laughs] 
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JM: So, how would you describe the atmosphere? Just nuts like you said? Or how would 

you describe the atmosphere of the Portland community after “The Big Win?” 

 

SCHONELY: Oh yeah. They were so excited. So excited. So many little stories. It was the 

time of year when a lot of graduations were going on, high school and college and so forth 

and so on – the stories – and in church, at the time.  

 People have come up to me over the years [and they said] “You know where I was 

that day? I was listening to you and I was at the graduation ceremony for Portland State” 

or whomever, and they said: ‘cause the kids brought their radios, and when they won it, or 

even prior to that: “Blazers are ahead! Blazers are ahead!” 

 

JM: Right. 

 

SCHONELY: The speakers at the time had a stop and give the score right in the middle of 

graduation and all that stuff. That’s how nuts everything was. 

 

JM: So in the 1977-1978 season, the Blazers had a chance to win back to back 

championships, but they lost to the Sonics. 

 

SCHONELY: Yep. 

 

JM: During the semi-finals in six games. So how would you say, or what would you say 

played the biggest role in that heart-breaking outcome? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, unfortunately, the next year, after the championship, the Blazers got to 

a record of 50 and 10. Won 50, and lost 10. All of a sudden, injuries. Walton went down. 

Lucas went down. Bobby Gross couldn’t play. Dave Twardzik had a back problem. Lionel 

Hollins was out.  
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 So we got to the point where we made the playoffs, because we had a terrific 

record, but having 50 and 10?! I thought we were going to win 70 games for heaven’s sake. 

And that might have been true — but that didn’t happen and the Sonics took us in the first 

round.  

 So that was devastating. If it hadn’t have been those players being able to play 

again like they did the year before that would have been a better year yet! But 

unfortunately, we couldn’t do that. 

 

JM: So Bill Walton would leave the team after that season. Do you have any particular 

memories about him? Or just any ones that you want to mention?  

 

SCHONELY: Memories for Walton. He gives me nightmares. [Laughs] No, he went on — 

he got his second ring with the Boston Celtics, coming off the bench. He finally managed 

to play, but he was still fighting those leg injuries. He told me one time when he was in 

school down in San Diego, from junior high school to high school, in one summer, he grew 

five inches.  

 

IS and JM: Wow 

 

SCHONELY: Now, big guys will always have leg problems. I mean, they’re bigger and 

taller and bones are more brittle than the norm. And then he added a couple more inches. 

But, when he was playing in junior high school, he was a guard, just a little guy. And just 

like that. But he’s done very well, his son’s a coach who was born here. 

 

JM: Oh, wow, yeah 

 

SCHONELY: Yep. 
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JM: And then five years later we would draft Clyde Drexler with the 14th overall pick…  

 

SCHONELY: Yep. 

 

JM: In the 1983 draft. How would you describe your reaction to drafting Drexler?  

 

SCHONELY: Well I think. I think a lot of us didn’t really know that much about Clyde, other 

than what he did at the University of Houston. He was a great player, but as it turned out 

[Laughs], he was number one in the world, as far as the Blazers were concerned, and 

basketball people, even though Michael Jordan was around with the Chicago Bulls at the 

time. And he might turn out to be, if we had a vote, the number one Trail Blazer of all time. 

And we’ve had some good ones!  

 It’s tough. I get that question [often/all the time]. “Who’s the best to ever play in a 

Portland uniform?” Well, how can you forget Walton? And Maurice Lucas? Or Geoff Petrie, 

our first draft choice many years ago — and all the other great people that played here. 

How can you name those people?” You gotta put Clyde up there.  

 

JM: Right. 

 

SCHONELY: Most people will either say Clyde or Bill Walton.  

 

JM: Alright. If you were to pick between the two, would you say Clyde or Walton? Or is 

it really close for you, or just you couldn’t really decide you think? 

 

SCHONELY: I have mixed emotions about that.  

 

JM: Yeah, alright. 
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SCHONELY: Clyde’s a good and dear friend, but when he wanted to play, nobody could 

touch him. And Walton was the same way. I’d give ‘em a toss up — whoever did win it, it’d 

be alright by me.  

 

JM: Alright. So in 1984, the Blazers historically passed on drafting Michael Jordan by 

selecting Sam Bowie in the second with the second pick. In hindsight, what’s your [opinion] 

to this decision?  

 

SCHONELY: Repeat that again, Sorry? 

 

JM: So in 1984, the Blazers historically passed on drafting Michael Jordan by selecting 

Sam Bowie instead.  

 

SCHONELY: Yeah. 

 

JM: So in hindsight, what’s your [opinion] to this historic decision by the Blazers?  

 

SCHONELY: They needed a center at the time! 

 

JM: Right. 

 

SCHONELY: It was “you do this” or “you do that.” Who would’ve known if Michael Jordan 

was the same Michael Jordan with the Trail Blazers or where he went. And poor Sam — 

just a wonderful, wonderful young man, he’s doing very well in life now, he’s raising horses 

down in Kentucky. But he had the unfortunate broken leg twice! And then he couldn’t play! 

But when he could play — It was the right choice. Jack Ramsey said, “We need the big guy. 

We need a big man!” And we did.  
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JM: So in 1988, Paul Allen bought the team from Larry Weinberg for $70 million. How 

would you describe Allen’s leadership style compared to Weinbergs? If you could compare 

the two?  

 

SCHONELY: Oh boy, that’s tough. I think Paul really got into the franchise more than Larry 

Weinberg did. Not much more — but basketball was Paul Allen’s nemesis, if you will. He 

loved the game, studied the game. Wherever he went, the games were broadcast or 

telecast. He’d come down and he’d go to practice. In his home in Seattle, he had a full-

time basketball court, an Olympic sized swimming pool, sound system, the whole deal. So 

we’d go to Seattle every once in a while, we’d have workouts out there — but he was very 

close and everything had to go through Paul, where Larry Weinberg would let the other 

people do the work.  

 Paul was a good man. Good man. Not an extrovert, not like a Mark Cuban in Dallas, 

or some of the other owners. If he was in a room with a bunch of people, he’d be over in 

the corner, you know, he wouldn’t talk to anyone — other than if you went over to talk to 

him. You’d strike a chord, [Claps hands] he’d finish the conversation and you would have 

loved the man. It’s a shame. We all miss him very much.  

 

JM: So during the 1990s, the Blazers made several playoff runs for the NBA 

Championship. In 1990, they lost the finals to the Pistons, and then two years later, they 

lost to the Bulls... 

 

SCHONELY: Right. 

 

JM: So, do you have any particular reactions or memories from these seasons? 

 

SCHONELY: Ahhhh. They were tough losses. Tough losses. Our guys played so well. The 

Detroit series — Detroit won it right here, Memorial Coliseum. Vinnie Johnson from the 



Schonely  SR 1346 
 
 
 

21 
 

corner. I can see it and feel it right now. That was [a] tough time. And we gave the Chicago 

Bulls all they could handle! With the exception of one guy [Laughs] and he won it.  

 

JM: Right. Alright. So, during the so-called “Jail Blazers” era… 

 

SCHONELY: Yeah. 

 

JM: The Blazers lost the chance at the 2000 NBA finals when they lost to the Lakers in 

seven games in the Western Conference Finals. Do you have any particular memories or 

impressions of that season?  

 

SCHONELY: Well it’s unfortunate. The people, the games were played very, very well. 

Some of those people outside of basketball (without going into everything) started getting 

into trouble and – I don’t know how to describe it. I had no problem with any of those guys 

myself. Anything I’d ask for them to do, they would do it: come on the shows or we’d go 

out in the community.  

 But it seems for everybody else, they were just getting, going the wrong way! And 

somebody named them ‘The Jail Blazers’. And then books have been written about ‘The 

Jail Blazers.’ Kerry Eggers, one of the great sports writers that we’ve had here. And a very 

well done book, but it’s amazing how all that stuff happened. It shouldn’t have, but it did. It 

was a tough time for the franchise — down time. Big down time.  

 

JM: Alright. So in 1998, you retired as a broadcaster for the Portland Trailblazers. What 

would you say…  

 

SCHONELY: I didn’t retire. 

 

JM: Oh.  
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SCHONELY: I didn’t retire.  

 

JM: Ok. 

 

SCHONELY: Bob Whitsitt at the time, and a gentleman by the name Harry Hutt (I shouldn’t 

call him a gentleman) but Harry Hutt or so to run in things here. And they decided to make 

a change. Nothing was going wrong with my broadcasts — I was doing fine! But they let 

me go. And the fans came roaring out — I’m very humble about that — they were very, very 

nice.  

 And I was away from the franchise for maybe about a year, but wherever I’d go, it’d 

be basketball, basketball, basketball even though I was doing some baseball. And then 

Whitsitt and Harry Hutt — they were let go. The new people brought me back! So I’m the 

only guy left that was on the active payroll in 1970 and the active payroll here. 50 years! 

And I’m very, very proud of that.  

 

JM: What would you say is your legacy? 

 

SCHONELY: Oh boy. That’s for somebody else to say. I don’t know. I just tried to tell the 

story of those games. Every game was different. You never knew what was going to 

happen. Score was always different — but there was always a story. You had the pre-game 

show, you had the game and the post-game show. And I loved to tell the story — all my 

broadcasts of all of the sports. Some broadcasters didn’t do it that way in my opinion.  

 But the fans got the feeling that if they’re listening on the radio, and they were not 

at the game, they could picture that. And that’s what I tried to do. And getting out in the 

community — helping when I could. I never stopped to think about the legacy thing, but 

that might have something to do with it. I tried my best.  
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JM: So, with the Blazers historic 50th season coming up, what is your hope for the 

Blazers franchise in the future, and are there any key players to our future success? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, I think they made some nice acquisitions in the off-season. The fans 

now, for the first few games, are going to have to buy a program so they know what the 

new guys are. But they got some talent. As we speak before the season begins, I think 

there’ll probably be another change or another player. They had one heck of a year last 

year.  

 We’re going to miss the guys that were here, but our two basic guys [Lillard and 

McColum] have some great teammates. They’re going to do fine. I’d like to get through the 

50th season — we have a lot of situations coming up. We’re going to bring back and 

celebrate from year one on down the line. I’d like to get through that year and then I’ll 

probably call it quits. My goodness. 51 years with the same organization. I don’t know what 

I’d do but that will be time for somebody else.  

 

JM: So, what was your favorite moment as a commentator for the Portland Trail Blazers? 

If you had to pick one?  

 

SCHONELY: That Sunday afternoon when they won the World Championship! No contest! 

They are world champions. They were number one! That’s it! 

 

JM: And also [in] last season when we had that run without Nurkic, because he got 

injured, how would you describe that playoff run that Lillard and McColum and the Blazers 

did without Nurkic? When we went that far to the Western Conference Finals?  

 

SCHONELY: Well, we had the people that could step up. Yes, we miss Nurk. There’s no 

doubt about that. And probably won’t have him this year until December. But we got a 
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couple of young bucks that’ll be able to play that position, and that’s going to be fine. We 

have to wait and see.  

 You know, people right now in basketball, the Lakers have made the nice 

acquisitions [and] the Clippers, all these so called ‘Stars’ and the Sixers have been good. 

And the Knicks and the Nets and so forth and they’re going to win. Nobody’s played a 

game yet!  

 

JM: Exactly, Right. 

 

IS: That’s true. 

 

SCHONELY: Nobody’s played a game. And there’s a lot of other teams, including 

Portland, that might be able to do it as well!  

 

IS: Right.  

 

JM: Yeah. 

 

SCHONELY: Let’s play some games and wait until – Let’s say the first of the year! And 

then [Claps hands] go bang heads! 

 

JM: Right. What are some good words of advice for someone aspiring to become a 

legendary sports commentator like yourself? 

 

SCHONELY: Well, if you’re going to be a broadcaster or a radio and TV person of any kind 

– [I’ve always said] when I’m asked that question for some young people [they say] “How 

can I become a radio broadcaster?” “What can I do?” Well, you have to work very hard at 

it. I say, “Do some singing if you want to get involved, join the Boys Glee Club.” [Imitating 
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response] “What? I don’t want to do that!” It helps you speak, it helps you breathe, 

pronounce clearly. Get on a debating team and read a lot. When you’re reading something, 

read it out loud.  

 You know, to yourself. And just concentrate on that. And then they go to school — 

they go to Washington State, they go to Northwestern and they have great 

communications. Oregon State for that matter too. They graduate and they have their 

degree and they want to go to ABC right now.  

 

JM: Right.  

 

SCHONELY: Go someplace! A small station in a community — get involved, do what they 

want you to do. And if you’re any good at all, somebody will find you! I’ve often said “[they 

say] the phone will never ring, You have to make the phone ring.” If you want to [find out 

something], if you want to get somewhere else, make the call yourself. And they may or 

may not call you back. Then you might have to call again. But be assertive — in a nice way.  

 

JM: Alright thank you. I appreciate it. But also I’ve got some additional questions if you 

have time.  

 

SCHONELY: Sure.  

 

JM: Alright. So, when would you say “Blazermania” originated? 

 

SCHONELY: Blazermania what?  

 

JM: yeah. When would you say Blazermania originated? Or when it first started?  
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SCHONELY: Ahhh. Well, Blazermania came along a little bit after Rip City started. And 

Blazermania was huge in our championship year. Probably more so than Rip City. Rip City 

just started to come into a run of getting bigger and bigger and Blazermania was terrific! 

But our championship season.  

 

JM: And how do you think it evolved over time. Like, how do you think Blazermania 

evolved over time or Rip City evolved over time?  

 

SCHONELY: Well it’s here now. We talked about Rip City before now. Rip City is it! I don’t 

want to pound my, you know my [Pounds shoulder three times] shoulder or anything, but 

it’s there! It’s a phenomenal situation that a broadcaster came out with some little phrase 

that has taken over the state and the city. And I feel very, very humbled about the whole 

thing. But it’s worked! I had no idea. 

 

JM: What was your reaction to Scottie Pippen joining the Blazers in 1999, seven years 

after he beat us with Jordan against Clyde in 1992?  

 

SCHONELY: [Laughs] Yes. Scottie and I have talked about that. That was a great 

acquisition, but it wasn’t the – let’s see. How could I put it? The talent at the time was not 

there and Scottie was at the end of his career and all that. I don’t know what else to say 

about that. He didn’t talk too much about that, but he’s truly a — he helped the younger 

players a great deal.  

 

IS: That’s good. 

 

JM:  How would you [describe] the [accomplishment] of having 21 straight playoff 

appearances from 1983 to 2003? How was it? How do you, how big of an accomplishment 

do you think that was?  
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SCHONELY:  Well, I think that’s, you know, that’s a star on the side of the refrigerator as 

far as the Portland Trail Blazers are concerned! To be able to do that consistently, that’s 

what you… you want to get into the playoffs, go as far as you can of course — and the 

Blazers have managed to do that. Yeah! They should have won back in 1999 and 1991 but 

there was one guy who prevented that.  

 

JM: What would you say your mindset was during this time? Like from 1983 to 2003 

when we had 20 straight playoff appearances? Or 21?  

 

SCHONELY: That’s a phenomenal record! You can go down and take a look at the other 

teams in the league! Nobody can touch that! So that’s a feather in this organization’s cap. 

Yeah, I’m very proud to be a part of that! No doubt about it! 

 

JM: And then last question I got here. So what was your reaction to Damian Lillard 

yelling, “Rip City” in the mic in 2014 against the Rockets in game six when he hit the .9 

buzzer beater?  

 

SCHONELY: Well, there you go. See? The kid had the whereabouts. Because Rip City was 

big! He and I always talk before the game and he calls me “Rip” and so forth and so on. 

[Laughs] But when he made that shot, grabbed the microphone and hollered, “Rip City,” I 

almost had a heart attack! Some little phrase like that. It’s just an amazing thing. I hope he 

does it more often! 

 

JM: Yeah. Well he did hit that one against the Thunder — that was a big one.  

 

SCHONELY: Oh boy. Yeah. Yeah.  
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JM: But then I was also going to say, how did it feel or how did you feel when your 

banner got put up there? [Points to the rafters] 

 

SCHONELY: Oh boy. Yeah. When they raised the banner?  

 

JM: Yeah 

 

SCHONELY: Ahhh. [Exhales] How can I describe it? It was just a wonderful, wonderful 

feeling. And then, to top that off, I’m in the Basketball Hall of Fame. 

 

JM: Right. Yeah.  

 

SCHONELY: The Curt Gowdy Award. And boy, the company that I’m in with that is just 

unreal! I’m very, very proud of that! 

 

JM: Yep.  

 

SCHONELY: That’s it!  

 

IS: Yeah. Thank you for your time! 

 

JM: Yeah that’s it! I appreciate it! Thanks a lot! 

 

GG: Excellent 

 

SCHONELY: [Laughs] I hope I did something that’s all so fun.  

 

GG: Oh, thank you so much! 
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SCHONELY: Oh, you’re welcome! 

 

[All shake hands] 

 

GG: Thank you!  

 

SCHONELY: Oh, you’re welcome guys! 

 

GG: This concludes the interview. 

 

 

 [End of Session 1] 
[End of Interview] 
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