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TREASURY OFFICIAL TO 
AID INSTALLATION OF 

PA YROlL BOND PLAN 
Mr. Jonas Touchstone, consulting expert 

from the United States Treasury Department, 
has been sent to Oregon Shipbuilding Corpora
tion to assist in installing this payroll savings 
plan. 

We had hoped to be able to announce definite 
details concerning the plan for automatic pay
roll deduction for the purchase of Defense 
Savings Bonds by the employees of Oregon 
Shipbuilding Corporation. The bookkeeping 
and office operations involved in issuing an 
estimated $200,000.00 worth of bonds each 
week, has presented a problem which the man
agement and personnel heads are trying to 
solve in order that the plan will operate as soon 
as possible in the fastest and most efficient 
manner. 

Until this plan is in operation here, you are 
urged to invest your Victory dollars in bonds 
purchased through sources in your own com
munities. 

Sponsor of the" Williarn Dawes," launched on 
February 7th, was Mrs. T. A. Hellenthal , wife of 
T. A. Hellenthal. of the Maritirne Cornrnission. 
With her are her rnatrons of honor, Mrs. G. W. 
Whitlock and Mrs. Ina Benson, the principal 
speaker at the launching, Mr. T. A . Hellenthal, 
and Mr. ]. F . Reis, rnaster of cerernonies. 

BO'S'N'S \VHISTLE 

Oregon Shipbuilding Worlcers 
Win Navy 0 E0 Award 

The Navy "E", mark of excellence and 
efficiency, has been awarded to Oregon Ship
building Corporation workmen for the part 
they have had in pushing production of Liberty 
ships ahead of schedule. 

In a letter to the president of our company, 
E. S. Land, chairman of the U. S. Maritime 
Commission in Washington, says: 

"The Commission congratulates the Oregon 
Shipbuilding Corporation for receiving the 
Navy "E". If I could, I would like to personally 
extend these congratulations to every one in 
the Oregon plant. 

"In this war everything depends upon our 
ability to provide enough shipping to give the 
Germans and the Japs and their satellites a 
ten-fold taste of their own medicine. Therefore, 
every employee of your plant has a wartime 
job of the utmost strategic importance and may 
feel very proud of his accomplishments. Keep 
up the excellent work you are doing." 

In a colorful ceremony just before the launch
ing of our fifteenth ship, the Philip Schuyler, 
Lieutenant-Commander Charles D. Hibbard, 
supervisor of Navy shipbuilding in Oregon, 
presented representatives of the yard with the 
Bureau of Ships flag and the prized "E" 
pennant. 

He made individual presentations of "E" 
merit badges to the three men representing 
workers who had been chosen by a drawing the 
previous day. These men were Ralph P. Stokes
berry, layout man; J. J. Spady, steamfitter, and 
L. B. Woods, truck crane operator. To carry 
out this honor further, the wives of these three 
men will be sponsors of three new ships. 

The "E" award, the highest honor that the 
Navy can bestow, will be awarded again at the 
end of the next three months, and a special 
award will be made at the end of six months. 

But the prize will be the "Victory Award" at 
the year's end for the one yard in our class 
which does the best job for the year. We've 
made a good start, let's keep it up. Competition 
is going to be tough, but we can win the 
"Victory Award" and we will win it! 

SOUVENIER "E" AW ARD FOLDERS CAN 
STILL BE OBTAINED FROM THE TIME 
OFFICE OR BO'S'N'S WHISTLE OFFICE. 
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Proudly displaying the cov
eted'' E" flag here are Oregon 
Shipbuilding labor and em
ployee representatives . 

I 
f 

Standing before the mike that 
carried news of the Navy " E" 
award to the workers and radio 
listeners is Lieutenant-Com
mander Charles D . Hibbard, 
supervisor of naval shipbuilding 
for this district. 

Sponsor of the''Philip Schuyler'' 
on February 15th was Mrs . How
ard P. Stevens , wife of Howard 
P . Stevens of the Maritime Com
mission . With Mrs. Stevens are 
matrons of honor Mrs . Charles 
] . Hirschbul and Mrs . W . A . 
Prior. 

Shown here with their wives are (left) Mr . L. B. 
Woods , truck crane operator, (center) , Mr . Ralph 
P . Stokesberry , layout man. and (right) Mr . ].] . 
Spady , steamfitter. These men represented yard 
workmen in the presentation of the Navy "E " 
awards . Their wives will be sponsors of three new 
Liberty ships. 

_. Back at her berth at the 
Outfitting Doc k after the 
colorful "£" award and 

launc hinR ceremony. comes the 
"Philip S c huyler." Hull No. 184 , 
Oregon Ship's 15th Liberty ship . 
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No. 1 of a Series 

Handling Tools and Materials -- The Biggest 
Cause of Time Loss Accidents 

40% of all time loss injuries are caused by 

careless, reckless or inexperienced handling of 

tools and materials. These are the hand and 

foot injuries- the strains and back injuries, 

seldom fatal but too often serious. These are 

the accidents that steal worker's time and cut 

down his efficiency. 

WRONG 
hand' Grind tools 

Here goes a ·th g~ard close to 
properly Wl' t" "nd on side of 
wheel . Don en 
the wheel. 

RIGHT 
held guard in 

Tool properly h -~ld in use. 
place and eye s 1 

WRONG 

RIGHT 

This grinder has bee~ 
dro ped on the wheel - it 

ayp crack and shatter the 
m ' d next time it s u se · 

This tool is placed correctly 
- on the guard . 
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WRONG 
ack placed against rne_tal 

{,utt. Usually slips allow_m8 
parts to fall and cause serious 

RIGHT 

accidents. 

. den s him be-
Place thin woo 1 b tt 
tween jack and _me. ta u . 
This prevents slipping. 

Three-fourths of the accidents that occur 
because of careless or improper handling, injure 
hands and feet. M ost of these are caused by 
dropping plates, angles, boards, or a dozen and 
one different kinds of tools and material. The 
other quarter of injuries under this heading are 
caused by using t he wrong tool , or by not 
knowing how to use the right tool. These are 
more serious- sometimes fatal. 

You get some idea of just how serious foot 
injuries can be when you rea!ize that the 
average foot injury keeps the man off the job 

LOOK OUT\ 
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This plate is going to fall. 
Where will it land! 

DEDI 
Falling plates are one of the IT LAN • r:'~st ~ommon ca u ses of foot 
1n1ur1es. 

25 days . The average hand injury is plenty 
severe, too . These cause workers to lose an 
average of a week 's work for every reported 
accident. 

The pictures on this page are just a few of 
the many dangerous situations that show up in 
our yard every day. These identical situations 
have caused many serious accidents. All of 
them could have been prevented! 

In coming issues of the B os'n's Whistle you'll 
see many more of these dangerous practices 
illustrated. It will be to your advantage to 
look for them and to report many others that 
should be included. 



Just so the awarding of the "E" merit badges 
by the N avy on Sunday, February 15th, would 
be on the square, the names of the fortunate 
men were drawn by three of their fellow workers 
from a box containing the names of all of the 
men in the yard. Men who took part in the 
drawing were Ernest Schmidt, welder; J. Geist, 
machinist's helper, and C. F. Noble, electrician. 

"We're anxious to see or
ganized sports developed 
here- I'm particularly in
.terested in boxing," says H. 
G. ROBB, welder, who 
comes from Vancouver .. . 
"We'd like to see the De
fense Bond Payroll Allot
ment Plan installed here, too." 

He may be from Missouri , but the boys on 
the Outfitting Dock are really showing 
EVERETT HOPKINS, Shipfitter, how good 
ships are built. He served his apprenticeship in 
the Fisher Body plant in Detroit .. . hunting 
is his favorite sport. 

"I like the new safety 
features in the Bo's'n's 
Whistle," says BILL 
WRIGHT, Supervisor on 
the Outfitting Dock. "It 
seems to me that these 
stories ought to go a long 
way toward cutting down 
accidents that are caused by carelessness." 

News and Views of 

It's quite a jump from the 
oil business to shipbuilding, 
but WESLEY SULLIVAN, 
like many another ship
builder, is making good at 
a job he didn't know too 
much about last year at this 
time. He formerly worked 
for Texaco. 

"We're building fine ships at Oregon," says 
MARVIN STEGEMEYER, leaderman ship
fitter. And Marvin ought to know, for he spent 
the last six years in Uncle Sam's Navy as a 
sailor. He joined the Oregon Yard last July. 

He used to be a deputy 
sheriff in Klamath County 
and has been on the job here 
at Oregon from almost the 
day ground was broken. He 
is REUBEN RENNER, 
guard, and you'll see him 
out in front most any day-
likes to hunt and fish in his spare time. 

GALE KNAPP, shipfitter's helper, was a 
Portland garageman before joinging the Oregon 
Shipbuilding gang. He's a Portland resident 
and, like many another shipyard employee, 
owns his own home here. 

1 
j 
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Oregon Shipbuilders 

"There's a lot of fine base
ball material out here and 
we're looking forward to 
organized league games this 
summer," says LAW
RENCE BIZEAU, rigger, 
who comes from an aircraft 
plant in Portland. 

One of the real old-timers 
in the yard, FRANK W . 
GAITHER,condenser tester 
on the Outfitting Dock, 
shipped on Union Sulphur 
Company boats operating 

-off the Gulf Coast for many 
years . During the last war 
he sailed on U. S. Shipping Board boats. 

Keeping his family supplied the year 'round 
with choice vegetables from his gardens, is more 
than a hobby with ERNEST R. THURBER, 
guard. Mr. Thurber has served many years 
with the Portland Police and the Oregon State 
Highway Patrol. 

Medford, Oregon, has be
come famous in recent years 
for its pears and other fruit . 
One of the men who has had 
a part in building Medford 's 
reputation is CHARLES 
LEMMON, material 
checker on Platform No. 2, 
who left the fruit shipping and packing business 
for the shipyards. In his spare time, Charlie 
studies Spanish and shoots a mean 85 at golf. 

Long experience as a burner 
with a railroad company was 
swell training for LLOYD 
KENYON, who now swings 
a wicked torch on the Out
fitting Dock. 

When the Oregon Shipbuilding Band gets 
going, CHARLES EDGERTON, leaderman, 
will be right in there pitching. He's a sax player 
and plays in a dance band in his spare time .. 
haiis from logging camps on the Oregon coast . 

WARREN W. YOUNG'S 
last job was operating a 
crane in a lumber mill near 
Toledo, Oregon. Now a rig
ger, he has spent most of his 
life in the lumber camps and 
mills of the Northwest. 

Recently from the logging 
camps of the Northwest, 
ED LEWIS, rigger leader
man, has also done his bit 
on launching crews in other 
Coast shipyards. Ed is an 
expert fisherman and says 
he can give the trout and 
steelhead a run for their money. 

There's no place like the Northwest for hunt
ing and fishing , thinks KELLY ELLSWORTH, 
shipfitter from Vancouver. 
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If your tires If your tires HOW LONG CAN YOU DRIVE YOUR CAR? ... are worn -- are 
10,000 miles brand new Study th is chart carefully and figure 

:::c 

~ 
out for yourself how long you can .... 1500 expect your tires to last. For example 

z the average shipyard worker drives 
0 

~ 
900 miles per month. If his tires are 

~ 
1300 

brand new, he can expect to drive his 
car no later than December 1943. If 

a: his present tires have been driven w 
A. 10,000 miles, he'll be looking for other 

1100 transportation by the end of 1942. 
w Double up now and reduce your 
> ~ monilily miJ,.go. Y "" ron'• II" n~ 
a: 900 tires! 
Q 

(Av erage) 

:::» 
0 700 > 

"' ~ w _, 500 
~ FEB. JUNE OCT. FEB. JUNE OCT. FEB. JUNE OCT. FEB. JUNE 

1 9 4 t 1 9 4 3 1 9 4 4 1 9 4 5 

"NO TIRES FOR DEFENSE WORKERS" 
says Paul T.- Shaw, Director 

Multnomah County R ationing Board No .I 

"Shipyard workers, deputy officers and Red 
C ross workers will not be able to get new tires 
or have their old ones recapped under the 
present rationing program," says P aul Shaw. 

"Dozens of shipyard workers are applying at 
the Multnomah County R ationing Board offices 
every day in an effort to get tires," he said. 
" T hese men are under the impression that 
priority for new tires and tubes is being granted 
to defense workers; unfortu nately, this is not 
possible in view of present shortages." 

It is estimated that 35% of all cars will be 
off the road by J une, 1942, now only fou r 
months away. In P ortland alone, 2,000 cars a re 
being laid up every month, and this rate will 
be increased to m any times 2 ,000 by the end 
of 1942. 

The rate of tire rationing is rapidly approach
ing zero for the average car owner. The quot a 

for the entire state was 1233 tires and 103 2 
tubes in February, a drop of 43% from January. 
According to the tire rationing board, no re
treads or recaps will be available for passenger 
cars until April at best, and the outlook then 
is extremely doubtful. 

B usses and public transportation are taxed 
to the limit and the addition of new equipment 
cannot be expected to take care of thousands of 
additional riders as private cars are put away. 

T here is only one answer to this : DOUBLE 
UP , and do it now. Cut down your monthly 
mileage by sharing a car with three or four 
other men in your ne_ighborhood. Watch the 
bulletin boards and sign up with other workers 
who live near you r home and work on your 
shift. This department is anxious to help you 
make t he best possible transportation arrange
ments. I t is anxious to help you conserve your 
tires and speed up transportation in and out of 
the yards. T he problem is squarely up to you. 
It ca n be licked! 

DOUBLE UP NOW and SAVE YOUR TIRES 
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The Shipbuilder's Alphabet 
My AB C's .have got me, 

I'm in an awful mess; 
My schoolin' warn' t so good, 

I readily confess . 

The A in Apple now is Anchor, 
But B s till stands for Bell, 

C, then in Cat , now' s in Cargo, 
Deep down within the shell. 

The D in Dog is now in Davit, 
While Eis for the Engine Room, 

And Fis for the Fittings 
Hung from the Five Ton Boom . 

But G! It 's got me thinkin ', 
Gangways, Guard llf' Gear llf' Galley, 

There ' s so many - that I ' m 
Way down in the Main Shaft Alley . 

Now they say that B is Monday, 
And on it I stay home--

But on all the other letters 
That I mustn' t stay alone. 

Well, I thought I passed the primer 
Through the Democratic coup, 

When they littered us with letters 
In their Alphabetic soup . 

But I guess they ' JI find new ways 
To discriminate from these , 

And throughout rny whole darned life 
I'll be learning AB C's . 

- G. Fischer Wade, 1042 . 

" CARELESSNESS - just another accident 
going some place to happen," says A . S. Roe, 
fire guard. 

The Bos 'n 's Whistle thanks the following 
men for their contributions: 

Chas. L . Emerson 1533 
Geo. A. Noyes 2970 
Tom Gerling 19943 
Joe Fuman 18248 

Our apologies to E. N. Ryland, 5381 , whose 
swell bit of verse " Me So Sorry" in the January 
30th issue of Bo's'n's Whistle was credited to 
another man . 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank each 
and every one of the donors for the kind con
tributions I received while I was disabled. 
I don't know most of you, so it is impossible to 
thank each of you personally. But I'll never 
forget it and every time I see the poster, " Men 
Working Together," I know that it really 
means that. 

HARRY STEFFEN, 10188. 
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Just a handful from the tons of u sable welding 
rod wasted here every rnonth . 

Welding Rod Waste May Cause 
Bottleneck in Ship Production 

Unable to meet demands · for welding rod. 
used in the Oregon yard to the tune of 400 tons 
every month, suppliers may be forced to cut 
down shipments unless drastic steps are taken. 

It may mean that a shortage of welding rod 
may create a serious bottleneck that will event
ually halt shipbuilding production . 

Since welding rod contains such important 
metals as chromium, molybdenum and alloyed 
steel , it is likely that this rod will soon be 
allocated to yards such as our own in much the 
same way that these valuable metals are 
rationed to other defense manufacturers . 

It's up to eve~an to save welding rod 
whenever he has the opportunity. Be sure that 
every rod is absolutely worthless before you 
discard it . In many welding operations in the 
yard, rods as short as two to three inches can 
still be used to good advantage. . . . SA VE 
USABLE RODS ; leave them where they can 
be picked up , BUT DON 'T THROW THEM 
AWAY! 

Under the assembly platforms, in lower holds 
and innerbottoms of our ships , a nd under the 
ways are tons of rod ; much of it usable when 
it was thrown away , but corroded and worth
less now. The men who know are worried about 
this waste and shortage. It may slow up or halt 
production. IT MAY MEAN YOUR JOB! 

We are using approximately 800 ,000 pounds 
of rod every month 400 tons. We 're wasting 
one-quarter of this enough to weld 20 
Liberty boats in a year's time.' 



10 

Vancouver Hi-Spots 
The newest arrival in the ever-expanding 

family of Pacific Northwest shipbuilders, the 
Kaiser Company, Incorporated, at Vancouver, 
Washington, is a husky infant who shows signs 
of developing into a real champ. The boys at 
Vancouver, most of them Oregon Ship grads, 
are out to shatter any and all existing ship
building records, and in a few months expect to 
give the Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation 
some tough production competition. The 
present schedule calls for the laying of the first 
keel on April 15, and the delivery to the U. S. 
Maritime Commission four completed ships in 
September of this year. This means SPEED, 
and more SPEED. The following facts taken 
from the Progress Report indicate that the men 
at Vancouver have set a pace that will make 
this possible. 
Jan. 9- Contract signed between the Kaiser Company, 

Incorporated, and the U . S. M ar itime Com 
mission. 

Jan . 12- Lease of property near Vancouver Barracks 
signed. 

Jan. 13- Property survey commenced. 
Jan. 15- Sub-contractors on the job clearing site. 
Jan. 18- Dredge " Kentucky" began pumping sand fill 

in the Way and Assembly Shop Area. Ap
proach roads to the job site started. 

Jan. 20- F oundations poured for the Administ ration 
Building, and power lines commenced . 

Jan. 23- First piling driven on Way No. 1. 
Jan. 27- Additional dredging began pumping in t h e 

General Stores and Pipe Shop Area . 
Feb. 2- Filling and grading of Main Parking Area 

under way. Administration Building framed 
and roofed. 

Feb. 6- Plate racks upder construction. S. P . & S . 
spur into yards almost completed. 

Feb. 13- Pile driving for Outfitting D ock well under 
way. 

Feb. 18- Administration Building 75 % complet ed. 

Feb. 20- Four additional ways - $5 ,000,000 
additional contract announced. 

BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

Vocational Training Pays 

off in Better Worlcmanship 
According to Mr. Blackford, welding super

intendent, there has been a 100% improvement 
in general welding on hulls since · the welding 
school started in November, 1941. One of the 
reasons for the success of this school is the 
specialized, individual training made possible 
by small groups of trainees working closely with 
highly qualified instructors. 

Pipefitters Set Enrollment Record 
The Pipefitters and Plumbers Training 

classes have set a record in the yard for the 
largest percentage of workmen in the yard 
enrolled in their classes. Each of these classes 
consists of approximately 20 journeymen and 
helpers, studying such specialized courses as 
Engine-room Pipefitting, Pipefitting in Double 
Bottoms, Plumbing and General Pipefitting. 

Les Webley, foreman pipefitter, is the co
ordinator for the school district in organizing 
these courses. Under the new procedure for 
enrolling tra,inees for Pipefitting classes, each 
foreman receives a list of interested men, and 
these lists are turned over to Mr. Webley, who 
arranges for classrooms and instructors. In 
most cases the instructors are foremen in their 
own specialized lines. 

At present there are over 300 men enrolled 
in Pipefitting courses, with more coming in day 
by day. The plans worked out for these courses 
in providing intensive individual instruction in 
small classes is being followed closely by other 
instruction classes throughout the shipyard. 

New Welding School Head 
Orville Bennett, assistant welding super

visor, has accepted the big job of directing the 
Welding School and the Test Shop. A veteran 
welding instructor, Mr. Bennett has proposed 
many improvements in tools and equipment, 
including such things as improved welding rod 
holders, rod check-out systems· and higher 
welding booth sides- all intended to speed up 
welding production. 


