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Tape 1, Side 1 
1992 February 29 

 
 

TA: This is Trudy Allen. I'm interviewing Metta Beeman who was born on December 10, 

1898 in Ashland. Metta, tell me about your life growing up there and about your parents 

and your family history.  

 

BEEMAN: I was the youngest of five children: three girls and two boys. Both of my 

parents taught school but, at that time, there was no training above the first eight grades. 

My father graduated from the school that is now a museum - just as you leave, traveling 

west, the Oregon State University, the Oregon State college. My mother attended the 

school in Eastern Oregon known as The Cove. Both were assigned schools in Eastern 

Oregon and that's where they met. Where do I go on from here? 

 

TA: Well, where did you go to school when you started school? 

 

BEEMAN: Ashland. Ashland School, up to the eighth grade. First through the eighth 

grade in Ashland. 

 

TA: And when did you first get interested in the law? 
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BEEMAN: I found that I could graduate from high school in Salem, Oregon at mid-term. 

So, one evening around that time, I stopped in the Salem Public Library and found a 

yearbook of the graduates and noticed that a woman had studied law and was secretary 

to the Governor of Oregon at that time. This idea seemed very attractive to me, and I read 

the article and went home and told my mother about it and that it attracted me. A few days 

later, Mother and I went to the office of the Dean of the law school and he encouraged me 

to study law. And I immediately enrolled. 

 

TA: This was at Willamette University? 

 

BEEMAN: Willamette University. 

 

TA: And that was in 1917? Is that right? 

 

BEEMAN: It must have been. 

 

TA: How long did you go to school there? 

 

BEEMAN: Almost three years. But the last summer, my sister and I decided that we 

would go to Portland get ourselves a job of some kind and just have a vacation down there. 

It was alright with Mother, she gave us the money to go, and she said, now if you need 

money, let me know, but it would be nice if you could get a job, each of you and then rent 

a room. We went to the Y.W.C.A. [Young Women’s Christian Association] and rented a 

room, a nice place. My job was [Laughs] in a laundry ironing, and now I can't remember 

what my sister did, but she had a job. We were enjoying it. At night we would window shop, 

and I saw this law office.  

At that time, the lawyers were putting their names on the windows and you could 

see them from the street—see their name. And here was the name--the first of the three 
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lawyers--whose wife taught at Willamette. She taught public speaking. I didn’t take public 

speaking from her, but I knew of her, you know, knew her in some way. So, the next day I 

said to my sister, I'm going up and see Mr. Senn--that was his name, Frank Senn--and see 

if he'll let me in his office for just a month because we were going back to school of course. 

I called up the place and said I just couldn't make it today. I didn't say I was sick, I didn't 

say anything, I just can't make it, which was alright with them.  

So I went up and talked to him, told him what I was doing, studying liberal arts in 

the daytime and law in the evening. He was kind of attracted about it because there was 

no law school in Portland at that time. This was World War I so the boys were over in 

France, most of them. Older lawyers in Salem became our instructors. Also, they took on 

the clients of the younger ones who were in France. So our teachers were the older 

lawyers in Salem. 

 

TA: Is this at Northwestern School of Law? 

 

BEEMAN: No. It was the Oregon Law School or something like that. 

 

TA: Oh, that's right, and it moved to Eugene. 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah. But anyway, if they had a client, sometimes they just didn't bother to 

come. That client was more important to them than coming and teaching at law school. 

We'd wait a while. Sit around a little while. When they didn't come, we went home. But they 

always gave us an assignment of the next 50 pages in our textbook. I went to Willamette 

Law School almost three years with that kind of teaching. It wasn't too satisfactory. 

So, I got a job in the meat market there just posting bills of the ones that had charge 

accounts. It was in the back of the meat market, yet I could see people coming into the 

market. I was sitting on a kind of a stool and there was a glass window there, and all of a 

sudden, I saw Mr. Senn that I had contacted in Portland coming down toward our office. 

The head man, you know, had a desk, but I sat on a stool at a higher desk, so I could see 
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out into the meat market. And I recognized him as being Mr. Senn, and I knew he was 

coming to see me. Because I could tell. So I got off my stool and opened the door and 

greeted him. And he said, well, you know we're changing our office around a little, and we 

need a secretary, and we’d like to have you come. Isn't that something? 

So, I said, well, I'll have to think about it. But he said, you think about it and let me 

know if you'll come and when you'll come and then name a salary that you would require. 

I was always sorry I didn't make a little more than I did. [Laughs] So, Mother sold our home 

and we moved to Portland. 

Now, let's see, where do I go from there? 

 

TA: When did you start going to school at Northwestern School of Law then? 

 

BEEMAN: The next year. 

 

TA: They started the school back up after the war was over? 

 

BEEMAN: I just went the one year there and got my degree. But in the meantime, I 

decided to try for the Bar. But I didn't make it. But it was really good for me to go through 

that, then I knew what I was up against. So, the next year then I took it again and passed. 

 

TA: After you'd gone through the last year of school at Northwestern? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. But I had a tutor, one of the instructors at the law school, for two weeks 

before the Bar—before the examination, and I asked him every question under the sun that 

I wasn't sure about, and he was able to answer all of them. For two weeks I went down to 

his office at 5 o'clock. I got out at 4:30 where I was working, and he closed his office then, 

you see, about 5. So, he tutored me from 5 to 6 for two weeks. And I don't think I'd have 

passed if I hadn't have had him because he cleared up things for me. 
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TA: Well that's good. 

 

BEEMAN: I don't even remember his name, and I didn’t have him as an instructor, 

because I had had the subjects that he taught, you see, at Willamette. 

 

TA: You had told me a story about, I think it was Judge Martin Hawkins, who was one 

the professors at the law school and had run the moot court. 

 

BEEMAN: Had what? 

 

TA: Didn't he run the moot court? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. 

 

TA: I think you were telling me that he made some remark about he didn't expect 

women to be interested in things like that or something. 

 

BEEMAN: And that infuriated me. Here we were studying, paying our tuition and 

members of the class, and I didn't like that one bit. I was able to tell him years later. [Laughs] 

We just laughed about it, you know. But I told him in a very nice way. I just reminded him. 

 

TA: Well, what were the other professors like there at Northwestern? 

 

BEEMAN: They were alright. Some of them were practicing attorneys, some of them 

were just teachers, you know, and taught the class. And it's a good school, it really is. I 

learned more there than I did at Willamette. But leaving three months before I graduated 

at Willamette, they call me an undergraduate. Which is alright with me. I really was an 

undergraduate. I didn't march up on the platform to get my diploma. But anyway that was 

it. 
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TA: So after you took the Bar, then... 

 

BEEMAN: I worked in that office then a year. I got some friends there that were in 

government service and they got more salary and so I took the civil service examination. I 

wanted to be in the one of the services, I can't remember now which one it was, but 

anyway, they assigned me to the Veterans' Administration [V.A.] because the war was just 

kind of getting over and so they formed the Veterans' Department. In the meantime, I had 

passed the Bar, and I was the only lawyer in the Portland office. So, they appointed me. 

But the American Legion, this organization of veterans, you know, that have been 

in the war, went to the manager of the Portland office and said we have to have a man 

there and an ex-serviceman. There just weren't any in our office except myself, so they 

sent one down from the Seattle office who had been admitted to the Oregon Bar, and he 

was my boss for 25 years, and we got along fine. A very nice man. 

 

TA: What was his name? 

 

BEEMAN: I was afraid you'd ask me that. 

 

TA: Oh, well that's alright. I just wondered if you remembered. 

 

BEEMAN: I always called him "Mr." We didn't call each other by our first name. He was 

just a fine person. 

 

TA: What kind of work did you do while you were at the V.A.? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I was his assistant. I did whatever he assigned to me. And I'd like to tell 

you something that is kind of funny, and I'll make it short. Well, and it wasn't he, it was the 

one who succeeded him when he retired. 
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A letter came in from our Washington, D.C. office and it had in there a Latin term, 

demitiimus non curlt lex. Do you know that?  

 

TA: Oh, I don't think I know the whole translation. 

 

BEEMAN: When he looked at it, he didn't know anything about it. He said, look at what 

that it is. It was in Latin, you see. Oh, I said, well my husband--in the meantime I had married 

a man from the University from the state just east of Washington. I mean.... 

 

TA: Idaho? 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah, the University of Idaho. And he taught me that, the translation and all. 

So I looked at it and laughed and I said, don't you know that? [Laughs] And it was a new 

man, you see, that took my first boss's place. Well, no, he said, I never heard of it. So I came 

out with it, pronounced it right and then gave him the translation. And I don't think he liked 

it very well. Well, he says, then you handle that. So I did. I wrote the letter. But it pleased 

me immensely. [Laughs] 

 

TA: You knew something he didn't. 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah. Demrtimus non curit Iex--the law does not take cognizance of trifles. 

 

TA: Oh, okay. I like that, that's good. 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I don't know very many foreign languages. I took German, but I didn't 

really grasp it and learn it. So, whenever any of us lawyers were around and some of them 

started with their foreign language, why I'd come up with that. [Laughs] They didn't 

recognize it, you see, they didn't know it. But I always had a foreign language, [Laughs] 
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Latin, you know. When I was a freshman in high school, I took a course in Latin. Why, I'll 

never know I did. But I was glad afterwards I did. 

 

TA: Oh yeah. It must have helped in the law. 

 

BEEMAN: Well, you don't really as a language, you learn it as words. That's when it 

helps you—the words. Because so often in law, it's just the Latin word that is available and 

useable. 

 

TA: Did you do any litigation while you were at the Veterans' Administration? 

 

BEEMAN: Oh, no. Oh, well I'll take that back. I went to the Supreme Court on a case 

that my boss assigned to me. 

 

TA: The Oregon Supreme Court? 

 

BEEMAN: [Yes.] But I lost the case. It was controversial of the charge that a lawyer could 

charge for cases involving our department and their fees that they could charge. But you 

know how lawyers are about fees. They don't want anyone to interrupt them on that. That's 

their—it's up to them. So they sued, and they won. 

But that's something important to lawyers, you know, that fee that they can charge. 

But one lawyer in Portland—very nice man, and I can't think of his name- -he wrote an 

article that helped me—now, there's a word for it and I can't think of it. Where you enter 

into another case and give your opinion. 

 

TA: Oh, amicus curiae! 

 

BEEMAN: That's right, I couldn't think of it. Amicus curiae. But it didn't help me enough 

to win the case. Then I went again for a man who was a client of mine, and we won the 
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case in lower court, but then they appealed and they won. I knew the man, you see I used 

to go around to the Bar Association meetings, and I knew this man that had voted against 

me. So, the next Bar meeting, I ran across him, he was coming one way and I was going 

another, he with another man. But I spoke up, and I said I'm never going to speak to you 

again. And he says, you know, Miss Walker--I was Walker then, that was my maiden name-

-that was one of the hardest decisions I ever had to make. Gosh. But I found out from some 

of the lawyers that, it involved insurance and he was a specialist in insurance and insurance 

cases, always won, regardless, they won, that was his. So, I lost. But it was a nice 

experience anyway. 

 

TA: Did you represent individual veterans on cases? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I did this last one. The thing that bothered me so is that he was injured. 

He was a disabled veteran and had no job. He wasn't able to work. He got a small pension, 

but not enough to live on, hardly. And you know, the one that loses has to pay the 

expenses of the appeal, which doesn't seem right to me. And they sent him the biggest 

bill. I thought it was terrible the bill they sent him, and he couldn't pay it. He didn't even 

have a job; he couldn't work. He got a small pension but it was just barely enough to eat 

on for him and his family. So, that's what you're up against. I felt very badly. Of course, I 

didn't get a cent. That didn't bother me at all, but to have him have to pay that big bill. Of 

course, they moved down south someplace, and I didn't follow through. It wasn't 

necessary--I mean our relationship was completed by that appeal to the Supreme Court. 

So, I never did know how he came out. But it was awful, that bill they sent him. The most 

meager things, and they enlarged it all they could. It was just a young attorney that was 

given the assignment to appeal the case. So that was all I had there. 

Well, another thing, the government case I took up and lost, you know, in the 

University of Oregon, I don't know too much about--maybe you know more than I do-- they 

write opinions, it's a class some way, and they go over the Supreme Court opinions and 

then decide one way or the other. You probably know more about that. But, anyway, my 
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case was denied by the Supreme judge. Well, one of these boys picked up my case to 

comment on it, and [Laughs] he reversed the Supreme Court judge. 

 

TA: One of the students at U of O? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. I don't remember his name. I usually got their magazine, whatever they 

called it. So, we had a Bar meeting and we entertained the Supreme Court judges, you 

know, our little, well what did we call it, a club, whatever we called it, anyway. So when I 

got up to make my little talk, I said that I lost the case. But one of the students at the 

University of Oregon commented on the case, and he reversed [Laughs] the chief judge 

or whatever they call themselves. It was all a joke, of course. But anyway, I never went up 

again, that was the last. But it's an experience, you know, even though you lose, that isn't 

the important thing, in a way. But the experience is good, you know. Of course, I visited a 

couple of times before I had my case come up and…  

 

[End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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Tape 1, Side 2 
1992 February 29 

 

TA: Why don't you tell me something about the other women attorneys you knew when 

you started out in practice. There were probably just a few, weren't there? 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah. Well, do you have any information about what they called the club 

then, what we called it? 

 

TA: Did you have a sorority or did you have a … 

 

BEEMAN: We did later - phi delta delta. 

 

TA: And that was when, in the 1930s or 1940s or... 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I don't remember the year, but it was started by the University of 

Southern Cal and it came to all these schools that were eligible. 

 

TA: And so was that while you were in law school or later? 

 

BEEMAN: No, I had just graduated from Portland, but I was eligible. I enjoyed it. I went 

to a couple of conventions. But I don't think it's still in existence, because I’ve had phone 

calls about it to remember the names, you know, the ones that belonged. But I don't think 

it's still in existence. I could be wrong, but I don't think so. 

 

TA: Well, did you get together with some of the other women even without the sorority? 

Did you have lunches with them periodically? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, yes. Now, they had, I think once a month at Meier & Frank in Portland, 

they had a meeting and I can't remember the name of it. 
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TA: Well, was it Queen's Bench, or was that before? 

 

BEEMAN: Could be. 

 

TA: Well, we had Queen's Bench--they started using that name in the late 1940s. But 

they did meet then regularly from then on, in the 1940s and 1950s and 1960s. So, you met 

with them sometimes? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. 

 

TA: What all did you do at those meetings? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, they all talked. Seems to me like most of them just talked. But we were 

interested in Republican politics and we especially promoted Mark Hatfield. One of the 

girls said we promoted him. We gave him some money when he needed it because he had 

the opposition, you see. He was running for the Senate, and he needed some money. 

That’s when they first started T.V. [Television], politically. And he needed some money to 

get on the T.V. So, we gave him $100 and that was quite a bit of money in those days, you 

know. And he was very grateful to us for it, and he won. He won that year, and he’s been 

in ever since. So, he was very friendly with all of us. This girl said we promoted him and 

electioneer for him, you know and did everything we could to help later. And this is his fifth 

term, you know. 

 

TA: Yeah, he's been going quite a while. Well, do you remember some of the other 

women who were in that with you? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, prior to this, the Governor named a woman judge, the first woman judge 

in Oregon, and I can't think of her name. 
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TA: Was that Mary Jane Sperling? 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah, that's right. I'm glad you had that. She was a Democrat, and the 

Governor was a Democrat. But she had some criticism from some of the lawyers. In fact, 

the lawyer that I was working for at that time, criticized her a little. And of course, he was 

right. She misused a term and he was particularly a smart lawyer from the University of—

gosh I can't remember it now— but, my boss at that time knew the term and used it many 

times, so of course he knew he was right. But she served. I think, although later, she ran 

again and was defeated. I think that was what happened. But anyway, she was the first 

woman judge in Oregon. A very nice person, too. I liked her very much. 

 

TA: And you said--I think you told me you knew Dorothy McCullough Lee. 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. Yes, I did. She went into politics, though, you see. And was very 

successful that way. Yes, I was the first woman lawyer she met because we had a common 

friend in San Francisco. She's from the University of Cal. She did alright, politically. She 

really did. Then she was married in Portland, and then when she was defeated, this 

attorney, I mean the President, and I can't remember his name, maybe it was you I talked 

about it with... 

 

TA: Was it Kennedy or Eisenhower? 

 

BEEMAN: Eisenhower. No Kennedy was a Democrat. He's the one and came in and 

boosted her out. He couldn't wait to get her out of that job. So she came back and then 

she came in my office to practice. But in the meantime, my husband passed, and I just 

couldn't run an office and pay the rent and do everything. I didn't have the business for it. 

I had some of his clients, but, you know, some of them at that time didn't feel that women 
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knew enough law to be their lawyer. So, they'd go to the men. Maybe it still happens, I 

don't know. 

 

TA: It may. I think it might, yeah. What areas of the law did you practice in when you had 

your own office? 

 

BEEMAN: Probate. Wrote Wills, probated them. These elderly people would leave 

things to their relatives and then they'd get mad at them, so they'd come in and I'd rewrite 

their Will, and then when they got over their madness, they'd come in and we'd rewrite it 

again. [Laughs] I did that several times. It was kind of laughable, but then that's the way 

they wanted them. I did whatever they asked me to. When you write Wills, there is a certain 

percentage, and I can't remember what we used to call that percentage, that you get to 

probate it. 

You get a percentage of those you write to probate and that's when you can make 

your fee, see. It used to be that we had a list of prices. Why the people or the clients 

objected to that, I'll never know because they changed then because of their comments 

that that wasn't the thing to do--have a list of what the price could be. So, they changed it 

to so much an hour. Well, the client certainly suffered on that because some of them are 

charging $100 and $150 an hour, some of the big lawyers that can do it and get by with it. 

It's because they objected to the--and they were much better off with this list and this price 

list. Much better off. But they objected against their own interests. But, that's the way it 

was. 

 

TA: When did you go into private practice? You left the V.A. and started an office? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I retired from the Veterans Administration in 1934. 

 

TA: After you were there 34 years? 
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BEEMAN: No, no. After I--no I'd reached the age and had the number of years to retire. 

And I kind of forget those two... 

 

TA: Was it 1964? You would have been 1965 or 1966 then. 

 

BEEMAN: Well, that's so long ago, that’s kind of vague in my thinking. But I retired about 

as soon as I could. And then I went into practice with Harry, my husband, Harry Baughman. 

 

TA: You had your own office then, downtown? 

 

BEEMAN: We were first in the Yeon Building. Then we moved to the Pacific Building 

and that's when he passed. And there was only a matter of a few months that I—well, 

Dorothy came in with me, see. She was kind of annoyed about it because she had had 

papers and stuff printed with her name on it. Well, that was too bad, but you have to do 

the best for yourself. And I just didn't seem to get enough clients to run an office and buy 

supplies and pay rent in the basement downstairs on my car. You know, there are a lot of 

little things there that you have to consider. And I did. I considered all of them and I decided 

to move home. And it was too bad, but she went into a firm right there in the building, so it 

didn't hurt her practice. Then when I retired completely, I turned over two or three estates 

to her. But that was when I retired from my home. But she was successful as a politician. 

And, of course, I didn't go into politics to that extent. But she had a nice way with her, and 

she attracted friends who were politicians. It was just too bad she lost her mayorship 

because she was obeying the law. The law that said you can't have these one-arm bandits 

in your club, you know, go in and lock your door and then play with it. Well, I don't know 

what else to call it but a one-armed bandit. She was obeying the law, and he came in and 

brushed all that aside and went back to disobeying the law. 

 

TA: Her successor? 
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BEEMAN: Yeah. 

 

TA: Did you know Gladys Everett? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes, I knew Gladys. 

 

TA: Did you ever work with her? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, we were friends. We were all in the same organizations, you know. It 

seems to me like I had a little case that she was on the other side of, but I can't remember 

much about it. But we were friends. 

 

TA: What do you remember about her. 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I think she had a fairly good practice. That is, as much as any of the 

woman lawyers. That's what I remember about her. It seems to me like she had an office 

on the Eastside, out on East Portland. But, you know, it's hard to remember all these things 

about people.  

 

TA: That was years ago.  Did you ever know Jean King? She was in the paper the other 

day. She was an attorney back starting in the late 1940s, early 1950s.  

 

 BEEMAN: Well, you see, I didn't have much contact then. I don't remember her. But, 

now there is a woman that's with this firm, you know, all this furniture and stuff I got, and 

she is in on the probate end of it. You see, the judge allowed a distribution of this furniture 

because it was being stored and these storage places charge a great big fat price for 

storage of furniture and stuff. She was in a nursing home. They took everything that she 

needed when they put her in this home. It was a nice place, and she got good care.  But, 

anyway, he allowed what she didn't need and didn't use to be distributed to those of us 
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who were heirs under her Will. So, we had two meetings. First, distributed part of it and 

then later distributed the balance. Both of us were there and got our stuff according to the 

Will, you see. And as I went in the second time, I was a little late, because, you know, 1-5. 

You get behind these big trucks and it's just too bad, you move and they move and you 

can't go to another lane because here comes the cars along, so we were a little late. Well, 

that was a sin to come in a little late. The woman that was working around there--I didn't 

know her from Adam--I noticed that she was going into the boxes and things and she was 

the one that had written the letter and told me to come to the meeting. And I can't think of 

her name. She didn't introduce herself. In fact, I felt very unwelcome. The door was open, 

and I went in and I had Joan with me, this same Joan. So, I said to this woman, "are you 

Mrs. So and So?" and she says, well, yes I am. She hadn’t offered to introduce herself to 

me or anything. And I thought what a welcome, boy, gosh. But she's in on this same estate. 

 

TA: What other experiences do you remember about practicing as a woman that you 

might feel were different from the way men were treated or anything? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, you had a feeling that you weren't accepted among men lawyers 

because you didn't know enough, you know, and like this. The judge said you wouldn't be 

interested in going to the class that was giving the training.  We were having trouble finding 

this place the second time we went. And it is hard to find. It's between Salem and Portland, 

but it swings way south. The first time I was there to see Christine, I had a dickens of a time 

getting there. It was one of the men that worked here that took me in his car, and he 

couldn’t find it. Well, he finally phoned back and got it. So, and you know my hands aren't 

good. I have trouble with my hands. It's hard for me to hold a receiver up and write anything 

that comes in because I just can't hold the paper down and still have this up to my ear and 

write. So, we decided to call the manager of this place for more instructions. But she had 

said on the phone to Joan, well I'll give these instructions to Mrs. Beeman. Joan says--oh, 

I had said now I don't want to talk to her, you talk to her, I just can't write. So, when Joan 

got on the phone to her, she said well give me instructions, Mrs. Beeman doesn't want to 



Beeman  SR 1202 
 

18 
 

talk to you. What an awful thing to say. She didn't realize how it sounded, or explained that 

I couldn't write and listen at the same time. So, I was treated very badly, I felt, that day. 

 

TA: Yeah, that's too bad, that's too bad. Well, I had another question about your work--

on the Employment Board for the State. 

 

BEEMAN: Oh, yes. 

 

TA: Yeah, what did you do there? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, we decided whether they were entitled to employment. 

 

TA: You were on that Board from about 1959? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes, I think about 12 years. That might not be accurate. 

 

TA: I read somewhere that you were on there for about that amount of time, until about 

1971. 

 

BEEMAN: Something like that. 

 

TA: What kind of cases did you hear or see? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, all kinds. When people were dismissed from their jobs, it was a question 

of whether it was the proper thing to do, and we heard all about it and decided whether 

they were entitled to it. Some we passed and some we didn't. We were pretty well together, 

all of us. Pretty well. Of course, we didn't always agree. But, when I finally retired and then 

when I married the second time, I retired from there. And I was so in hopes that the 



Beeman  SR 1202 
 

19 
 

Governor, who was it then, he's the one that told the Californians to come and visit but not 

stay. 

 

TA: Oh, McCall? 

 

BEEMAN: Yes. Well, anyway, I wrote him a letter and resigned and suggested he 

appoint another woman because about 60% of our cases were – but he didn't. He 

appointed someone, I supposed, that had given him some money for his campaign fund. 

 

TA: When you were on the Board, were you the only woman on it? 

 

BEEMAN: Oh, yes. There was a woman lawyer on before me, and I had lunch with her 

one day when she found out I was appointed. She called me up and we had lunch together. 

But I didn't know her very well, but I thought it was very nice of her to do that. I don't know 

where she was practicing. I can't remember. Now, there is a woman here in Salem that 

used to be an officer with the – well, anyway, she had a county position-- election because 

she was defeated. I can't remember her name, but she's practicing here. But I've never met 

her, I've never contacted her in anyway. So, I don't know how she's doing, but I guess 

alright. But she lost the position with the county. Some man got in there and beat her. Well, 

men have run the country so long that people just automatically vote for a man for these 

jobs. 

 

TA: Do you remember some of the men you worked with on the Employment Board? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, let' see, that's was a nice Board. One of them was an attorney for the 

labor unions. He was a nice person, very nice person, very cooperative. Let's see, I can't 

remember the others. There were two others. But I enjoyed that. You see, we met in Salem, 

I think once a month. But, anyway, occasionally, we drove down. 
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TA: During the time you were on the Board, do you remember any one particular case 

that stuck out in your mind? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, I don't remember the details of the case, but you see there had to be 

two, no three, of the same, like three Democrats or three, we had to divide so it looked like 

it was more equal. What was I going to tell you on that? 

 

TA: One of the cases that you recalled. 

 

BEEMAN: Yes, it affected one of the men. I voted [Laughs] against it. I had reason to, 

but he didn't like it one little bit. He thought that because he was there and we were all 

together that I should vote for his case regardless of the merit of it, but I didn't. The other 

talked to me about it afterwards and he said I was glad you took the stand you did. I said, 

well, I had studied about it before I did. But that's the way I felt. Regardless of who he knew 

or who he was related to, I didn't think that made any difference. We voted on it the way it 

was, the way it came to us. Yes, I enjoyed that assignment. You see, Mark had appointed 

a Democratic judge and there were several, not several but a few, woman lawyers who 

were eligible, but she had gone to him, we found out, and said I'll vote for this, or I'll vote 

anyway you want me to, if you'll give me a judgeship. 

 

TA: Oh, do you remember who that was? It was a woman? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, that was, she was the one that I took her place on the Board there, I 

think. I'm pretty sure of that now. 

 

TA: Was it Jean Lewis? Or, no... 
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BEEMAN: No, Jean Lewis got the judgeship. No, I can't remember. Well, it was 

somebody from Salem, and I didn't really know her very well because I was always in 

Portland then. 

 

TA: But Mark Hatfield appointed you because he should make up for the.... 

 

BEEMAN: Yes, yes, that was it. Well, we did a lot for him, and I was president three 

years there, of our club. That was when we were - What's the name of the little town 

between here and Portland? Where the lake is? 

 

TA: Lake Oswego? 

 

BEEMAN: Yeah. 

 

TA: This is the club of women attorneys, that you were the president of? 

 

BEEMAN: Well, yes, yes. 

 

TA: The Queen's Bench? 

 

BEEMAN: No, now that was an organization in Portland. No, it was just the Oswego 

Republican Club. But there were a lot of Republicans. One of the wealthy places to live in 

Portland is between Portland and Salem, where the millionaires live. And they're all 

Republicans, most of them. They would give us their home for a tea. Beautiful homes, 

beautiful furniture. It was just kind of a joy to go into those lovely homes. We invited, well 

mainly it was just Republican woman that were invited, of course. They enjoyed it. 

 

TA: Good. That's interesting. Who else was on it with you? Do you remember? 
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BEEMAN: Yes, I can see them because one of them went in as vice-president after I 

retired. I just can't remember her name. But, we stood pretty well in the state organization 

because we had really worked hard for our men. We worked hard for them. 

 

TA: It's three o'clock p.m. Did you have anything else that you want to tell about? You've 

been active in your church  for many years, haven't you?  

 

BEEMAN: What?      

 

TA: You've been active in your church for many years, is that correct? 

      

[Metta did not want to respond to the last question and said she didn't have anything more 

she wanted to tell]. 

 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 

 [End of Interview] 
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