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DB: This is February 24, 2003, and I am in the Medford office of William Deatherage. 

Perhaps we could begin by finding out where you were born? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Okay. I was born in Drumright, Oklahoma, on April 17, 1927. 

  

DB: And I gather from the website that you didn't spend long there but you ended up in 

Bend, Oregon? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Eventually, yes. My father was with Standard Oil of Indiana which got 

into real trouble in the late 1920s. And we migrated from — first to Colorado, and my dad 

worked at British State for one year. And then we came to Oregon in early 1943, because 

my uncle had a little sawmill in Mitchell. But my mother did not want to live in Mitchell, 

Oregon. So we settled in Bend and that's where I graduated from high school before I went 

into the Navy. 

  

DB: And you went into the navy in approximately, what? 1940... 
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DEATHERAGE: April, 1945. I went on what was called a minority hitch. And you'd serve 

until I think the day before you became 21. So, I'd been interested in joining – I think it was 

the V-5 program but at that time they had too many people. So, I decided I'll take — I 

thought the war was going to last forever and, of course, that was before we had the atomic 

bomb. And so, I decided that three years would be a good service for me. 

  

DB: What was the V-5 program? 

  

DEATHERAGE: It was a naval aviation. And they had so many people wanting to go. 

And we had the DC-6 program as well. But the V-5 was basically naval aviation. But I 

probably was fortunate to be where I actually went. 

  

DB: Well, where you actually went was the battleship New Jersey? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Eventually, yes. I served in San Francisco for a few months at the fleet 

post office. I'd worked as a mailman in Bend when I went to high school and I was a mail 

clerk. I did — also carried every route in Bend. I think I knew nearly all the 10,000 people 

at one time. But that was in 1943 and 1944. 

And then I was transferred to Pearl Harbor where I was with Frupack, which was 

fleet radio unit intelligence. And I ran their post office. And when the war — all the war 

effort really was down and out; I then was transferred to Aiea Naval Receiving Station in 

Pearl Harbor where I ran the post office. And then I had the opportunity to come home for 

leave after two years, and I was then aboard the battleship New Jersey. 

I think I went aboard in February 19 — my year 1947 in Bremerton, Washington. And 

we went around the through the canal to Cuba. We anchored in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

And I repainted the ship because all the paint had been scraped off as we went through 

the canal. And then we went on to New York. We had a grand welcome by the state of 

New Jersey at Bay Island, New Jersey, because the New Jersey had never come back 

after it was commissioned in Philadelphia till that time. So, I think we had the governor, and 
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two ex-governors, and all the officials in the state of New Jersey there. And then we left 

then to go to Annapolis, and we picked up the midshipmen, and we became flagship of 

the Atlantic fleet. We had the battleship Wisconsin, two aircraft carriers, five destroyers, 

and we went through Europe.  

We had a — I went first to Edinburgh, Scotland. We anchored at [Rossie]. And then 

our portion went to Norway, then back to Portsmouth. Others went to Sweden and 

Denmark. And then we ended up back to Cuba again. Then we took the midshipmen home 

to Annapolis in the fall. And we anchored in Brooklyn. And the New Jersey was 

decommissioned that year and I was discharged the following February and returned to 

Oregon. 

  

DB: Well, the New Jersey had quite a distinguished war record. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, it did. It was — I think it had only been hit once and by one of our 

own destroyers as I was told. Actually, it was flagship of the Pacific fleet until President 

Roosevelt died. And when President Truman became president, the Missouri took our 

place, and the New Jersey was sent back home. And I think we didn't see the Missouri 

until we were in New York in 1947. We affectionately referred to it as “Harry's Yacht.” So, 

there was some animosity because of the replacement. But it was a great, great ship. 

  

DB: Well, it was about 890 feet long. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: Had a crew of around 1,900; right? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Actually, 2,500. 

  

DB: 2,500 was its war-time count? 
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DEATHERAGE: Yeah. When I ran the post office, I knew everyone's name, where they 

were aboard ship. We had — they reduced it, I think, much later when it went back to Korea 

and also Vietnam. I think they — of course there was more automation at that point. But it 

was 800 — I think, 887 feet long, 106 feet across. 

  

DB: One of the biggest. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. I have a picture right here. This is off the San Juan Islands in Cuba 

and we did a full [sabo] at that time. One of our seaplanes took that photograph. So, all of 

our three turrets, the 16 inch had let go up that point. And there's a desolate island over 

there. You can see just the smoke on top. But the noise was not that great, you'd just get 

that feeling of movement when they would fire. 

  

DB: Well, I've — I was on a cruiser that had eight inch, and if you watch carefully when 

they fired, you could see the projectile it was so large. The 16s must have been a real 

experience. [Laughs] 

  

DEATHERAGE: Twice as large, [Laughs] yeah. Well, they were quite effective. I think 

probably they turned out to be very effective in Vietnam. The ability to bombard in Vietnam 

was very effective. I think also in Lebanon. They came back after we did it in Lebanon. 

  

DB: But you say the noise wasn't that intense? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. Not in that. The five inch was very intense. The 40 millimeters 

were not. The 20 millimeters were worthless, I thought, on antiaircraft really was very noisy. 

We used our five inch basically for — I think they were used for aircraft. They had the heat-

seeking shell at that point. I think they told me the New Jersey — I think shot down 27 
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Kamikazes in one day in Okinawa. So — when they were diving in. So, they can put up a 

real good barrage of fire. 

 

DB: Well, coming from Oklahoma, then Colorado, then Bend, and then the Navy, the 

Navy meant something because Bend doesn't have a very big navy. 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. But, you know, this is the amazing thing. When I was in boot camp 

there were more people from the Midwest, Texas, and the south than you could imagine. 

People that lived, you know, where you think would be accustomed to water were not navy 

people. It was all the people who I guess wanted to see the world. I wanted to join the 

marine corps but my mother would not give consent to that. So — which is probably 

fortunate. [Laughs] 

  

DB: Now, at this point you have two children? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: And are either of them lawyers? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. Neither one. My son is an architect and my daughter operates a 

motel. She's still single. My son has a family of three over in Bend. He was in Australia for 

five years as an architect before he came back to Oregon. And he's been in Bend since — 

actually, going on 16 years. 

  

DB: Oh. He's seen all the growth then? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, he has. Yes, he has. 

  

DB: So that means you go to Bend quite often? 
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DEATHERAGE: Quite often, yes. 

  

DB: And your daughter, where is she? 

  

DEATHERAGE: She's in Medford. 

  

DB: Oh. When you came back, you then went to college at the University of Oregon and 

then to law school? 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's correct. 

  

DB: Why law school? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, I wanted to be a lawyer probably back when I was in seventh or 

eighth grade. I read all of the great books about lawyers and I had planned to become a 

lawyer in all that time. So, I was single minded. So, I went to law school and signed up 

prelaw and everything worked out accordingly.  

  

DB: Were you on the G.I. bill at that point? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, I was. 

  

DB: And did you — did you have any family relatives who were lawyers or was this just 

something that you? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Way, way, way, way back, on my mother's side, probably 80 years 

ago. My father's side, the same way. There were various people at different types and 

professions. Many of them were ministers, some were college professors. So, it was just a 



Deatherage  SR 11005 
 

7 
 

smattering. My mother didn't think I should become a lawyer because she said a Christian 

could never be a lawyer. [Laughs] 

  

DB: You graduated from the law school in 1954, and I'm just wondering if you recall any 

of the faculty? Was Alfred Goodwin on the faculty at that point? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. He was actually — just become, I think, appointed circuit judge. 

He had been working in a private firm downtown and doing a lot of writing. I think at one 

time he did for the Register Guard when he was going to law school.  

I knew Judge Goodwin before law school and — because he came from Prineville, 

because his father, I think, was a traveling auctioneer and minister as I remember. I used 

to hear him on the radio in central Oregon. And he eventually, I think, settled in Yreka, 

California, before he died. But I knew his brother, Jim, as well who had gone to Oregon 

before Ted. But I don't think Ted ever taught at the time we were in school.  

Dean Hollis, who is our dean, had a very limited faculty. We had Frank Lacy, Mr. 

Morton who died my senior year, Ed Morton, and Ken O'Connell who taught all of our 

property law. And Mr. Howard, Charlie Howard, who was a great teacher. And Frank Lacy. 

I cannot forget Frank. Because Frank was — I think started to teach the same year that I 

was a freshman in law school. 

  

DB: Yes. He was just new at that point. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: So was he doing the procedure area at that time too? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. He taught, as I remember, criminal law where we first became 

acquainted. And then it was in equity. I think he taught there. He did not do procedure. 
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Dean Hollis tried to do all of the procedural courses. And of course, our curriculum was 

very limited, I think, as compared to today in law school. 

  

DB: Well, it was a small school. 

   

DEATHERAGE: Yes. We had very much the basics. I think we started out with 57. I 

think of that 57, I think we ended up with 14 that graduated. And there's two others from 

other classes that joined us as I remember. 

 

DB: And do you have any particular recollections of Charles Howard? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, yes. I thought he — I don't know what — I think he always 

reminded me of being a Methodist minister. Because he had a little religion always mixed 

in with his teaching. And he taught ethics to us and I thought he was an excellent teacher. 

But I remember he always said he could never teach ethics, you had to have it already in 

order to be a lawyer. But I thought he was one of the great teachers as I remember. 

Because here he started out with the basic contract course, and I remember learning about 

“quid pro quo,” and “for consideration,” things of this nature, and he would just — he put 

everybody at ease. I remember he had a summer home on — actually, it was — I forget all 

my lakes. Not Crescent Lake, but it was the other lake beside Crescent. O'Dell Lake. And 

I was a guard at Crescent Lake for one year and Diamond Lake — not Diamond Lake but 

Davis Lake another year, and I used to visit with him occasionally. And he would scare the 

living daylights out of me by taking me out on his boat and going up and down O'Dell Lake 

at a very rapid speed. But he was just, I think, just a classic as far as being a father image 

to many of us young lawyers — law students. 

  

DB: And how about Spencer — or Carlton Spencer? 
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DEATHERAGE: He never — I think he taught, I think, towards a part-time course for 

us. Very, very limited. He was just starting at that time as I remember. He was practicing in 

Eugene. And I think he taught — I was trying to think — it was equity he taught at that point. 

But he was — Dean Hollis had a habit of bringing on people that were practitioners in 

Eugene to be part-time professors. As I remember, Mr. Spencer was in at limited capacity. 

  

DB: I assume that Dean Hollis had his intimidating ways then? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Oh, yes. I remember how he would frighten people and — first of all, I 

think it was good training, as you look back in hindsight, because you never became 

frightened when you went to court. You would have some fear, but you would be able to 

take the flak that might be coming toward you because he was able to teach you that. And 

I remember common law pleading was the famous course. And I saw some of the people 

absolutely just paralyzed under his riveting cross-examination. But I always found him to 

be a great teacher. He — I always found him — his one shortcoming he ever had was if you 

stood up next to him, he would be real sensitive about his lack of height. I think then you 

could always feel at least maybe a halfway equal with him. [Laughs] But he loved the law 

school and he really made it his whole passion. And I remember when I read about what 

he had left, his estate to the law school, it was just another indication of what he cared 

about. 

  

DB: Yes. It really was, in many respects, his life. And he represented the school as an 

individual probably more than any other faculty member that's ever been there. 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's correct. 

  

DB: And Frank Lacy was just starting at that point too, wasn't he? 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes. Yes, he was. And he taught – I remember the first year it was 

criminal law, and the second year of course, was bankruptcy. And he, I thought, did a very 

good job. His examinations were real interesting because he would stump most of the 

students. He had so much camouflage around his questions that they could not see what 

the issues were. But I thought he was an excellent teacher. 

  

DB: He was quite an outdoor activist too. He loved skiing and hiking and so forth. 

  

DEATHERAGE: I didn't realize that. I knew that Ken O'Connell loved fishing. But we 

didn't really participate in any of those extracurricular activities with any of our professors. 

  

DB: What are your recollections of Ken O'Connell as a teacher? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, he probably was — I was thinking about Dean Hollis and the law 

school being such a principal thing in his life. Same, I think, with K.J. He probably was – we 

always considered the scholar in the law school. And he — property law was just his 

passion. And I think all of us that graduated after having him as a professor probably really 

benefited in our practice later on. Even today, the young lawyers come to me about 

property issues and I go back to my teachings from K.J. O'Connell. And when he made the 

transition to the Supreme Court, his decisions were just another example of his scholarship. 

  

DB: Now, Hans Linde came on around that time. Was he there when — or were you 

there when he came? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. He came on to replace Ed Morton who died of a heart attack and 

who was teaching us constitutional law. And I don't think Hans taught constitutional law, 

but he did teach taxation which was the course I think Mr. Morton was teaching. And I think 

that we had the 1953 tax act which no one understood and Hans didn't understand it either. 

And I told him later I thought it was the worst course I ever had. And he said: You have to 
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realize I'm learning the same course — the tax code with you. But we did struggle through. 

And he had a lot of, I thought, good spirit about being a teacher. And of course, I knew him 

later as a Justice of the Supreme Court. And I've always admired Hans. 

   

DB: He had a different type of mind.   

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. 

  

DB: He just views the world differently than most people do. Very brilliant man in my 

experience.  Then you graduated, then came to the firm here in Medford. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: And was that an opportunity or were you intending to come? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. I had not intended to come to Medford. I really didn't know where 

I was going to go. I — you know, when you go to school in Eugene, you get, you know, 

some feeling about staying in Eugene. In fact, Dean Hollis had encouraged me to become 

a sole practitioner in Eugene. And I had an offer from the Cate firm in Portland, and I went 

up to Portland and was interviewed. And Charlie Howard told me that I should meet with 

Otto Frohnmayer who was pro tem-ing as a circuit judge in Lane County in February of 

1954.  

And I did visit with Mr. Frohnmayer and he invited me to come to Medford to be 

interviewed after graduation. And I did. And I was very impressed with the firm. We were 

in the old Criterion Theater Building. It looked like we were in Calcutta or somewhere. 

Morocco. But there was a dark stairway that you had to walk up to the top floor. But I could 

see the quality of the lawyers there. 

And in July, after the bar exam, Otto had called me and said: Do you want to come 

to Medford? That's when I made the decision. I had another opportunity to go to 
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Washington D.C. as an intern for the attorney general's office for a three-year internship. I 

think each state was selecting one student in that — Attorney General Brown had his 

program. And it would have been only twice as much pay as I was going to receive as a 

young lawyer in Medford. But I did not want to go to Washington D.C. So, I decided 

Medford. 

Of course, I remember in Bend, my mother could not raise many flowers and 

vegetables because of the everlasting frost. And what I saw here in Medford is you could 

grow anything. I loved gardening. And it is a great gardening spot.  

So, I know Otto took me — Frohnmayer — on a trip in a convertible in June of 1954 

and he showed me everything. And he was a traveling chamber of commerce. He loved 

Medford the same way. Because I remember he told me he got attached to Medford. He 

of course was — grew up in Portland. He worked as a clerk for one of the hotels between 

undergraduate and law school, and that's how he became himself, I guess, infatuated with 

Medford. 

  

DB: Was it still a two-man firm when you came? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. It was actually — we had three people and Phil Lowry, who was a 

graduate of Oregon, and he taught as an instructor in, I think, evidence. And forty — I'm 

trying to think what year it would have been. I thought it was 1948, 1949. And he came to 

Medford. He was a local person. He was born in Medford. And he practiced from 1950 until 

1969, when he died of a heart attack. He had a real bad heart condition. 

But we had another associate, Irvin B. Hogan, who was a graduate of Bend High 

School with me. He had graduated from Willamette. And he had been with the firm two 

years. And he stayed with the firm, I think, until — I'm trying to think what year it was, 1961 

or 1962, and then he practiced on his own, then went to the Blackhurst firm for a number 

of years as trial counsel. And he died two years ago. So that was the composition of our 

firm when I came.  Porter J. Neff, who was the founder of our firm in 1910, was still there 

but he was not practicing. He had been retired for several years. 
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DB: 1910. There wasn't much Medford in 1910? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No, there wasn't. I think he was the first city attorney for Medford. He 

came from Minneapolis and he had practiced, I think, in Minneapolis before he came to 

Oregon. But he was apparently a very, very fine lawyer from all of the reputation I've heard 

of him. 

  

DB: Well, in the early 1930s, Medford kind of stole the county seat from Jacksonville as 

such. 

 

DEATHERAGE: Yes. [Laughs] 

  

DB: Was Porter Neff  involved in that? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I'm quite sure he was. I've been told, you know, Art Mail Tribune 

apparently won the Pulitzer Prize in the 1930s for reporting on the good government. There 

was a bad problem here in Jackson County. And I'd always heard from some sources that 

Porter J. Neff was a ghostwriter for all of the editorials that won the Pulitzer Prize. I know 

he'd represent the Mail Tribune. And he was very, very active in that regard. 

We had, I think, in that period from my history, the Ku Klux Klan was pretty active, 

and even one — I understand one of our circuit judges was a member. So, when I came to 

Medford in 1954, there were still some of our outstanding citizens that had been members 

of that organization. So, you had to be careful. You wouldn't want to say something 

demeaning about the Ku Klux that you aren't talking to people who might be embarrassed.  

 But I think Porter was a very, very active democrat. I was probably the only democrat 

in my firm. So, when he found out I was one, we were like he had found a lost soul. 

  

DB: And then he recruited Otto Frohnmayer to come down? 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes, he had. Frank Van Dyke I think had worked a short time with Mr. 

Neff. But I think Mr. Neff had been basically a sole practitioner. And I think Otto told me...- 

I think his salary was around, I don't know, a hundred dollars a month. Whether he got paid 

every month or not, it was questionable. But he had recruited Otto. And he was a 

taskmaster. And I think he taught a lot of things to Otto who was a great student. 

  

DB: Well, Mr. Frohnmayer is very proud of his Germanic heritage. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, he is. 

  

DB: And how was he as a colleague at the firm? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Oh, he would just — I think he treated our personnel in the office 

probably as good as I've ever seen a person. The secretaries considered him like a father 

image when I came. And I never — I think that I said a tribute to Otto at his funeral service 

he and I were partners for over 40 some odd years and we never had a bad word between 

the two of us. So that was the type of person that he was. If you did your job, there was no 

problem. 

He was like a young father to me with about 21 years' age difference. But he was 

just a genuine person. And he taught me a great deal about giving, you know. I never saw 

a person who worked in his community. He was a fundraiser for the hospital, 1956; he did 

the Young Men’s Christian Association remodeling twice. Every fund drive, they would 

always have Otto Frohnmayer leading the charge. 

He and I and the late Mr. Lowry, we had an interest in the Criterion Theater Building 

and we decided that we should get rid of it eventually. And we donated it to the Art 

Association so that they could have a performing arts center which is now the Criterion 

Theater. And that's just an example of his giving. He wanted to make this a better place for 

everyone. 



Deatherage  SR 11005 
 

15 
 

  

DB: At this point, what are the major practice areas of the firm? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, civil litigation. I do hospital malpractice defense, and legal 

malpractice defense, and all types of civil litigation. Mr. Pratt does most of the doctor 

malpractice defense. The other — most all the other lawyers except Mr. Jamieson do just 

general trial work, basically insurance defense, but we're trying to broaden our field. Mr. 

Jamieson is a tax lawyer. He took his masters in taxation. So, he does a great deal of estate 

planning. So — but we're still considered probably a litigation firm. 

  

DB: Now, as I was looking at the firm roster, it looks as though there was a period of 

substantial growth in the early 1980s. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: Which was not one of Oregon's strongest economic times. 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. [Laughs] 

  

DB: What was — what caused that kind of growth spurt? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, we changed. We decided, Mr. Frohnmayer and I decided to 

practice on our own in 1979. And then we added a whole number of people because of 

the trial work we had to do. Mr. Pratt came aboard, Mr. Jamieson, and we surely grew at 

that point. 

But we — before that period, we had, I think, this — we must have had at least eight 

or nine lawyers then. They basically took the business aspect. We gave them mostly the 

business clients. And Foster — I guess it's Foster-Dahlin today, it used to be Foster-Purdy, 
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had the business practice. They were former partners of ours. And they've done quite well, 

I think, as business lawyers. That's been their primary concern. 

We probably made a mistake in getting rid of our business aspect because I think 

the business clients are much more thankful clients than insurance companies. 

  

DB: Well, I've heard some stories. And then in the early — well, around the early part of 

this decade, you added some more people to your firm? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. Judge Lyle Velure, who practiced here in Medford — in fact, I 

remember he came to watch me try one of the [Bridges] of Merrill drug cases years and 

years ago, [Trapenal] a drug and he practiced with Hugh Collins. And he did defense work 

originally, then became a client's lawyer, then basically retired, and suddenly became a 

circuit judge in Lane County. I think he has some expertise to be a settlement judge now.  

But he has people that he looks out for in the Lane County Courthouse who are serving as 

clerks, and three of our younger people now are former clerks in Lane County. They've 

been just first class. So, he's been the one that's been sending them down. 

  

DB: He's your feeder. [Laughs] 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's right. And I always had a nickname for Lyle. I always referred to 

him as “Vile Manure.” He has a nickname for me being “Bull Deatherage” for being very 

aggressive. So — but we've had a great relationship. You know, and we were adversaries 

in court, but always had — at least we admired each other. 

  

DB: I notice that the firm also has a website which is not something that every firm has. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, I think some of our younger lawyers think we should be — do 

more advertising. Of course, I'm of the old school. I don't think much of advertising at all. 

And — but when our new office manager came aboard several years ago, they decided to 
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do a website. My computer, I hardly use, so — But I think they feel that that's something 

that might be valuable for the firm. 

  

DB: To your knowledge, has it — I mean, it has a tremendous communicative effect. But 

has there been any business increase? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I can't say whether it has or not. I saw a beautiful brochure that the 

Johnson firm from Eugene had sent out to me last week and it was magnificent. I was 

thinking the cost attendant with it, you know. But it's very beautiful. But we haven't gone 

to that style. I don't know whether that does — it's more, I think, probably public relations 

more than anything else. 

  

DB: Well, it's a nice-looking website. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. 

  

DB: It's better than a lot of law firms have.  Now, in your own case, you've tried more 

than 500 cases. That's... 

  

DEATHERAGE: Probably more. I've tried over 800. 

  

DB: 800 cases. 

  

DEATHERAGE: 500 just being on the conservative side. 

  

DB: I see. That's a tremendous amount of litigation load. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, you know, we — of course, you don't try cases today as you did 

back in those days. Remember when I first started practicing, insurance companies had 
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limits of $5,000 and $10,000, and they didn't offer policy limits, so you were forced to try 

many cases that should have been settled. 

And I remember sometimes for Allstate, I would try as many as five cases a month. 

And, here, like, I've tried one on Tuesday, tried one on Thursday, be right back in it trying. 

Remember about — I'm thinking about 25 years ago, I tried I think — for four months I tried 

a case every day, a trial day, for that four months. So that's where I accumulated all those 

cases. But Mr. Lowry died in 1969. I inherited one of his cases. And I think I had 77 cases 

set for trial.  

 

DB: Oh my goodness. [Laughs] 

 

DEATHERAGE: So, you can see what we were setting, you know, at that period of 

time. But, no. We tried a lot of cases in those times. 

  

DB: Well, you must like it. 

  

DEATHERAGE: I do. [Laughs] 

  

DB: When you — out of all of those, are there any particular cases that you recall that 

might be of interest to the readers of this interview? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, there was — there are a number of cases. I was trying to think 

which ones are the more important ones or the more interesting ones. I did — I tried four 

First Degree Murder cases back in the time when they didn't have the death penalty in 

Oregon. And one was a very interesting.  

We always referred to her as “Ma McKenzie.” We were court appointed. In fact, most 

people don't realize when we were doing court appointment in the early days, we didn't 

receive any funds whatsoever. And I think, in that case, my co-counsel and I received I 

think $125 for expenses. But it was a two-week trial and she had been accused of killing 
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her gentleman that was living with her and her children. And she apparently, at least what 

they said, had killed him for his pension checks and buried him out in the backyard. And 

the dogs dug him up about three months later. And she said that he had tried to molest 

her daughter, at least her basis for killing him. And the jury did give her only Manslaughter 

for that. So, it was a very significant case in that time.  

But the others have been, you know — I've tried some — the big one, a motorcycle 

case, was in a Supreme Court decision. It was Franks versus Smith. And the assumption of 

risk doctrine was still held in place on that one where two friends were out doing some 

thrill riding on a hill in Prineville. One was going up the hill, and one was going down. And, 

unfortunately, there was a collision halfway up and he lost his leg. And I remember we tried 

that case — the jury went out on a Saturday. We argued that case on a Saturday. And that 

was one of the first times I ever had a juror who stopped me during final argument and 

asked me a question. But I answered the question. Then he asked another one. And, of 

course, the judge at that time, Sizemore, from Klamath Falls, stopped him. And of course, 

now they allow jurors to ask the judge to ask witnesses questions in that nature. But I saw 

the juror several months later and he said that he was only trying to help me. [Laughs] But 

it was an interesting case. 

And I've tried some major drug cases. I've tried for Pfizer Pharmaceutical with the 

late Bruce Wally. It involved the drug penicillin and Centrum. This lady had gone blind. We 

were able to win that case for Pfizer. It was a five-week trial. This is back in the 1970s at 

that point. 

But if you go back and try to think of all of them, I think the most interesting one as 

a young lawyer I had was in 1956. I had a political issue involving the term of office of a 

county judge. And [Gale Radden?], who was a brand-new lawyer in Medford at the time, 

he and I were way active democrats. And we wanted to oust this republican who was 

county judge. And they had removed all of his judicial functions. And our viewpoint was 

that he was no longer a judicial officer, therefore, the six-year term did not apply but the 

four-year term. And so, we brought — we asked the county clerk to allow this person to 

become a candidate and she refused. 
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So, we took a writ of mandamus to the Supreme Court. Jung couldn't get involved 

because his firm wouldn't allow him but he was getting moral assistance. I remember sitting 

by my typewriter and he typed me out the petition for writ of mandamus, the memorandum 

with the authorities and the briefs and everything. And, of course, I was no typist. But, 

surprisingly, the Court took jurisdiction and granted our petition and held it to be a four-

year term of office. 

That was a very landmark case in my political – limited political career. It's Wernmark 

versus Hopkins at 213 Oregon. So, it's a case that I really enjoyed because of the political 

— I mean, everybody thought we were crazy and they were surprised when the Court 

agreed with us. 

  

DB: [Laughs] It's nice to win. 

  

DEATHERAGE: [Laughs] That's right. 

  

DB: How about any recollections of particular judges that you practiced before? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Okay. All right. Judge Hanna, when I came, was very ill most of the 

time. But I didn't see much of him. He took everything on briefs instead of oral argument. 

Didn't have motion day.  

And, in fact, I remember Ted Goodwin coming down to argue a case or to sit as a 

circuit judge. He had just been appointed circuit judge in Eugene and we had a lot of 

judges come in to take Judge Hanna's position because he was ill. And I remember I had 

been appointed to represent a fellow who was accused of actually a bad accident. And he 

was indicted. And I remember he had — actually, it was an assault case because I'm 

thinking back of the case. The old indictment did not allege that the .38 pistol was loaded. 

There was a case back in [Inaudible] Oregon at the time that says that the indictment's 

defective. And I remember I filed a demurrer and — back in those days and Judge Goodwin 

allowed it. And my fellow was out on bail and never came back. I think he skipped the 
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country. Today he probably thinks he's still wanted if he's alive. But what happened is the 

complaining witness died and they never re-indicted. So that was an interesting thing with 

Judge Goodwin. 

Then we had a number of judges. Judge Main replaced Judge Hanna who was a 

very, very studious person. He had worked his way through college and I think he was a 

scaler at the Southern Pacific. But he had been Judge Fee's law clerk when he was at 

Northwestern night school. And he was really a great judge in the sense that he kept things 

on a level key. He never took chances. 

But probably the best judge that we ever had in southern Oregon was [Judge Orville 

Clarke?] from Grants Pass, who was a district attorney originally, then became circuit judge, 

and served a number of times as pro-tem on the Supreme Court. But he would probably 

— was in the old school of having knowledge of the law and he was just perfect to work 

with. 

  

DB: How about any notable adversaries that you dealt with? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Okay. Well, I was thinking of one I had years ago and he's — he's an 

old lawyer in Salem. George Rhoten, who was a famous trial lawyer. And I remember trying 

a case — first case we had for — used to have these covenants in employment contracts 

saying that if you terminate your employment you cannot go out and work for a certain 

period of time in the same type of field. And, at that time, we didn't have a statute. I was 

representing a person who was employed with the credit bureau and they were trying to 

enforce that particular covenant. I remember George Rhoten came down and tried that 

case and lost it. But he was a tough, tough, ornery soul. But I think all the adversaries, [Jung 

Redden?] was one who was a good trial lawyer. I enjoyed trying case cases with him. I 

would say most of all the young lawyers that we had all did great jobs, and we — I think by 

doing a good job in trying a case, we had a better result. 

  

DB: You've mentioned a limited political career. 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: I take it politics is not something that held long-term interest? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. My law practice took all my time actually. And my partner [Mike 

Carter] died in 1969, I basically had to retire from the political scene. I did run for the school 

board and I'm trying to think of what year that was. We were going to go from the regular 

high school system to the — what we call the six-two-two plan where there would be — 

high school would only be two years and it would be a — what they call a mid-school. And 

it, to me, sounded horrible. And I think the whole purpose of it was to retain the football 

team in Medford. We had a great football team and they didn't want to break it up. And I 

remember three of us ran on that campaign. And we had the largest turnout they ever had 

in election. We got beat two-to-one. And of course, they knew that they thought we were 

going to destroy the football team.  

And later Medford became a two-year school system, and University of Medford, 

because I think of its size. I think it had only 2,000 students for two years. My son and 

daughter both went through that horror program. It was bad. You'd would take young 

people when they're in ninth and tenth grade. It's kind of a wasteland. You know, they're 

all by themselves. And, finally, Medford saw the light and I think ten years ago they 

reversed themselves and went back to the traditional high school system. But that was my 

one and only political — really putting myself out in front of the public. 

  

DB: But, on the other hand, you've done a lot of community work? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: Could you elaborate some on different activities? 
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DEATHERAGE: Well, a lot of it's been, you know, through the bar association. I 

probably was the one that set up the committee to have court appointed for all defendants 

charged with felony other than murder cases. When I came to practice, you were — if you 

were charged with a felony, you were not entitled to a lawyer. And I got the bar association 

in 1956 to agree that we would have a full-time appointment system where we would have 

a rotation system to represent people charged with felonies. And then also during that — 

close to that same period, I had the bar association start the legal aid system at our 

courthouse which we would man an office on Friday afternoon. Surprisingly, all the 

members of the bar did participate. They would take their turn acting in that regard. 

I'm, of course, very active in Rogue Valley Country Club. I helped organize it and 

keep it a private corporation in 1980, and served as president. I've been very active in Saint 

Mark's Episcopal Church. I've been on their vestry and now I'm their co-chairman of their 

captain campaign. So, I spend a lot of time in that area. 

  

DB: One of the things that has intrigued me is when a person has a southern Oregon 

practice is that the bar is up in Lake Oswego and there's a lot of distance and a lot of 

attitudinal distance between the two. Does that make it more difficult to work with the 

Oregon bar? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I think to some lawyers, yes. I know since we've gone away from the 

annual meeting that we used to have, you know, where it was everybody would go and — 

they used to come to Medford. They came to Medford twice. And I thought there was more 

fellowship at that time. But I think many of our lawyers do feel that they're disenfranchised 

by being — the bar being in Portland and Lake Oswego. In fact, I don't know if you heard 

the history but they always refer to this area as the State of Jefferson. So that's part of that 

political feeling. They feel that we are always disenfranchised by the heavier populated 

area of the Willamette Valley and Portland. But I've always had a good relationship, I think, 

with the bar throughout the state. 
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I belong to the Oregon Association of Defense Counsel. I found a good rapport with 

those people. I used to think Portland lawyers thought, you know, they were home-town 

compared to Medford. That's not true at all. I think our judges go out of their way to be 

polite and accommodating to out-of-town lawyers. In fact, I think Judge Panner and I and 

another lawyer, Beryl Green, were giving a talk to the Oregon judicial judges in Eugene 

one time and a judge asked me this pointed question. He said: Do you get hometown 

when you come to southern Oregon? I said: Of course not. And I said: Let me tell you an 

event that actually occurred. This judge in Grants Pass had introduced the class lawyers 

being from Grants Pass. And Eldon Caley from Roseburg was representing the 

manufacturer and I was representing the defendant distributor. And he represented — and 

he introduced us as two carpet baggers from Medford and Roseburg. And I didn't stand 

up and make an objection on the point of history. That Medford was south of Grants Pass 

and therefore I did not qualify. But I would stipulate that Mr. Caley was. And of course, the 

judge was in the — in that audience and I thought he was going to come up and kill me for 

repeating it. But he was doing it for a joke. But I remember they used to refer to us over in 

Grants Pass as “carpet baggers” because we did all their defense work for insurance 

companies. I think they did resent Medford lawyers coming to Grants Pass. Now, I think as 

a whole, you know, our mass communications today, is really not much different. I've done 

a lot of committee work for the state bar over the years and I always found them to be very 

helpful. 

  

DB: Do you think that it's strengthened the local bar association some, the fact that the 

state organization is so far away? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, it does. Yeah. Because we do have functions. We have — the 

Jackson County Bar Association meets at least once a month. We used to meet once a 

week. And when I first started, we'd have a lunch every Wednesday and it was a very, very 

active organization. But they still do a lot of charitable work here locally. So, I think it does 

strengthen being away because, you know, you don't have the hands on. Like I know the 
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Oregon Association of Defense Counsel and the Trial Lawyers Association have some type 

of meeting in Portland every year but we hardly ever participate in those type of functions. 

  

DB: Yeah. It's a long drive. 

  

DEATHERAGE: It is. Not as long as it used to be. 

  

DB: Well, I can imagine, if you came in 1954, it was a breeze. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. Six hours to Portland. So... 

  

DB: Did the change in the local economy when the logging economy went into decline, 

did that impact your practice any? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I don't think so. Litigation, we always wonder — you know, does it go 

up or down in bad times, sometimes it probably goes up. People are more claim-conscious 

if the economy's down. The orchard industry has basically disappeared in southern Oregon 

as well. 

I remember we represented probably all the major timber companies. We used to 

do logging contracts on Saturday mornings back in the early days because people weren't 

in the woods on Saturdays. And, surprisingly, then our courthouse was open for trials. And 

we did — when I first started, we didn't have a modern discovery. A judge had to participate 

in a deposition till sometime in 1956. So, we would have depositions on Saturday 

afternoons if there was a judge available. And, as you can see, we didn't have many 

depositions in those days. But that has changed. But I think we have, I think, more lawyers 

per population now in southern Oregon than we did back when I first started. 

  

DB: Health care has become a major industry in this area. Do you — you say that you've 

done the — the firm has done some malpractice defense work? 



Deatherage  SR 11005 
 

26 
 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: And you've got a couple of the big mail-order, Harry and David and Jackson and 

whoever? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Jackson and — well, you're talking about the roses? 

  

DB: Yes. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Jackson and Perkins. [Laughs] 

  

DB: Yes. 

  

DEATHERAGE: You're talking about gardening. But the deer eat all my roses now so... 

  

DB: I see. No offense. 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's all right. 

  

DB: Does the firm — has the firm represented them in any of... 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, we have, on occasion, Harry and David. They had general house 

counsel out of Portland and she died a couple years ago. We used to take on some of their 

trial cases. A former partner of ours is now house counsel for Harry and David and I think 

they basically do all their work in-house. So, it's a huge, huge, company. I know Bill 

Williams, who's the president, doesn't even live here during the week. He's out in Oakland-

Bay Area and the company's getting larger and larger. 
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DB: It's a very successful company. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Actually, you know, it's amazing. Our history, it used to be Otto 

Frohnmayer's office in the Criterion Theater building.  But in 1933 to 1935, that period, it 

was the Harry and David office. The [Lawrence] brothers had two — I think one office for 

this period. And Otto and Mr. Neff were two little offices to the side. So, the two Holmes 

boys — I was there for business. And Mr. Lowry's dad was the superintendent of orchards 

for Bear Creek which was the orchard company of Harry and David. So, there's a real 

connection we had with them at the time. 

 

DB: You mentioned courts being opened on Saturdays, clients coming in on Saturday 

mornings. What other ways has the practice changed during the period of your practice? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, I think we don't do as much what you call pro bono work. Back 

in the olden days, I think we felt that was an obligation as a lawyer. That if someone didn't 

have funds, we would still be there to serve. And we did that in criminal cases with legal 

aid. But I think the younger lawyer has a different concept in that regard. Sometimes it's — 

I think when we went to the hourly rate for everything that probably was — didn't help us 

in being outreaching to the public. I remember the minimum bar schedule. I don't know if 

you remember this. 

  

DB: Yes. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Actually, it was not a minimum form. And when the Supreme Court 

threw that out in restraint of trade, actually, legal rates went up sky high I think at that time. 

And the public suffered as a result of that. So, I see that in our profession today is that 

there's a greater concern of the economic return. Of course, lawyer advertising is another 

example and it's not like it used to be. There was more public service by lawyers. Because 
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I think lawyers were always in every organization doing something for the community and 

I don't see that as much today. 

  

DB: I've heard that there's — the practice has become much more adversarial. That 

there's more hard ball being played. 

  

DEATHERAGE: I don't think so. 

  

DB: Really? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. Not in our area. Maybe it's because I'm older. Maybe they treat 

me with a little more respect. [Laughs] I thought that, you know, back in the olden days, 

where there was little discovery or disclosure of anything, it was more hard ball then. It 

was, you know, go for the jugular at that point. But today I think there's more and more 

professionalism in our area. 

Now, I notice in Portland, sometimes in Eugene, you'll see some of the people can 

be very, very — well, I think aggressive, like the larger cities of New York that you see come 

out and try cases. But not in this area. I think because maybe it's the isolationism again. 

We're not part of the larger part of Oregon that we tend to know that if we act, misbehave 

one time we're going to pay next time. So, I believe I think you gain more by being 

completely open about it. I think that your adversary will respect you. 

  

DB: Let me switch the tape over for just a 

  

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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Tape 1, Side 2 
2003 February 23 

 

DB: This is side two of the tape interview of Mr. William Deatherage. 

Recently, the state has run out of money for some reasons that aren't quite apparent 

and it's affecting the court system. How is that impacting down here? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I understand that our courts will be closed on Friday starting March 1 

through June 30 of this year. We don't know what that's going to do thereafter. What it 

means is if you have a long case, it's going to be very difficult to try. And I think some of 

those will be kicked over, postponed, by our trial judges. 

By far the biggest problems we see right now is the court-appointment system and 

the public defender. In fact, I have a big file I was going to read. Our local public defender, 

who has a contract, has been notified that they're going to have to cut 30 percent of their 

services. I know some of the counties are fighting it on a procedural basis but it looks like 

a disaster. 

What it means, I think, they will not be able to prosecute many of the crimes because 

I think, from a constitutional viewpoint, a defendant who's charged with a crime is entitled 

to counsel. And just because there isn't enough money — I know there's the argument that 

maybe the lawyers should volunteer like we did in the old days. I have no problem in doing 

that if that became a problem. But that is going to affect the system. 

And, to me, it's a shame to see our education, for example, schools being cut down. 

I talk to people who I respect and they say: Well, the legislature hasn't done the job. And 

there's always that constant distrust that everybody is making too much money or doing 

something of this nature. But with our economic turndown, I just don't know where we're 

going. But we've never had this type of disaster, I think, in my 48 years of practice. 

  

DB: Yes. I was wondering if there was — if you had any recollections of anything like 

this? 
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DEATHERAGE: No. Nothing whatsoever. I don't remember — of course, it's hard to 

get school budgets back in the old days. But we always — we had Mr. Hedrick who was a 

long-time superintendent. So, he was the magic person and probably a great budget 

cutter. And Mr. Jones, in Grants Pass, the same way. They would pass all their budgets. 

And I remember I've represented the Josephine School District over the years in 

civil rights cases and they never passed a budget. I'd go over and do defense for them and 

their schools were rundown and everything else. But they've been — all the people that 

came from southern California that retired in the country, when all their children were gone, 

they never voted for a budget. That's the only time I ever saw problems in rural parts of 

Oregon. But generally, we were always supporting our schools here, we support our court 

system, and we have a new judge, but no days to try cases. 

  

DB: One of the changes that has happened in the litigation area in the last few decades 

is more emphasis on what's sometimes called alternative dispute resolution. Has that 

impacted your practice any? 

  

DEATHERAGE: It probably has. I know in my — not so much mine, I think in the minor 

automobile cases, those are mandatory arbitration has basically taken most of that away 

from the court system. Which has been good, I think. Sometimes the insurance companies 

think the arbitrators are more plaintiff-oriented than a jury and that's probably true. 

And, of course, we have the mandatory — we used to have mandatory settlement 

conferences in some counties like Grants Pass and Klamath County but not here. I always 

thought those were very effective because it made people at least communicate with each 

other about what they're talking about. Because I've seen cases where no one would even 

make an offer, and their client would like to make an offer, and it's just lack of 

communication.  

So, I think it's been a great benefit to at least try to resolve conflicts before you get 

to the trial level. And the expense of a trial is so heavy. Like I'll be in Beaverton next week 
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and I told my client I didn't think he could afford to contest it. That it's an area that should 

be settled. So that's where the alternative dispute resolution is really helpful. 

  

DB: So you would say that it's had more of an impact on the small case rather than the 

large case? 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's true. The only time I think if you see any impact would be — on 

the large cases would be in the large malpractice cases. It has really required — enforced 

settlements. Of course, the large verdicts, it's also been that too. But it has been really 

beneficial, I think, at least from the defense side. And I think the plaintiff's side too. But 

having an adequate resolution without going to trial is a huge one-way or nothing for the 

plaintiff. So, it's been a real benefit. 

Judge Hogan, who was a magistrate for some years, was a great settlement judge 

in that regard. And Judge Velure, I think, has learned some of the same type of technique. 

And I know Judge Hogan has done probably major, major settlement cases that would 

never settle before and go all the way through trial. And he's been excellent in that regard. 

  

DB: Have you engaged in arbitration yourself? Have you been an arbitrator? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. Yes, I have. Not as often as I should. In fact, I have one now on a 

real estate matter that is going to be tried sometime this spring. I've done some mediation. 

But my practice is such that I just don't have the time. The Arbitration Association in 

Portland has asked me in certain cases would I serve and I said I would which I have. 

  

DB: Do you enjoy that? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Oh, I enjoy it. Yes. It's harder, I think, to be an arbitrator than to be a 

lawyer. 
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DB: In what way? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, because you hear both sides. I remember I went up and tried – 

pro- tem one year in Lane County in Circuit Court and I shared office space with Judge 

Leavey. And I remember sitting up the first day was — I think it was a domestic relations 

case. And I'd hear one side, and I'd think what a rascal, and then you hear the other one. 

Just back and forth. So, it's the ability to make the decision. You know, you have to make 

that decision. And you want to be helpful to both but you can't be. And that's why it makes 

it hard as an arbitrator. You have to bite the bullet and make the decision. I was fortunate 

that my remaining four days were spent as a trial judge in a products liability case with the 

late Windsor Calkins and Beryl Green. So, it was a real vigorous, vigorous fight in that case. 

  

DB: Yes. They were top lawyers. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, they were. 

  

DB: Have you — did you enjoy being a judge, a judicial judge? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I enjoyed it. You're sitting just completely different than being down 

in the pit as you say. And I enjoyed doing it. I enjoyed the juries. You know, being respectful 

to them. Understanding their public service, they were doing for the community in serving. 

  

DB: Any aspirations to become a judge? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Nope. [Laughs] No. I was — in 1966, I was finalist — there were two of 

us who were finalists for the U.S. District Court and Judge Belloni was able to make the 

appointment. But he and I were the two finalists. 
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In 1980, I was one of the eight that was nominated for the federal judge and, 

unfortunately, I didn't have the political support to make it. But be that, I never regretted 

not becoming one. But I enjoyed the practice. 

  

DB: Yes, I've heard other litigators say that they really didn't want to be judges, they just 

enjoyed the practice. 

 

DEATHERAGE: I know [Walt Patter?] became judge in that same period, in 1980. And 

my classmate later, Malcolm Marsh, became judge. And he really enjoys it I think. He 

wanted to be. And, I don't know, Walt was always a workaholic, I know, as a judge and as 

a trial lawyer. He still works as a senior judge. It's amazing. 

  

DB: Did you practice much or do you practice much in Federal Court? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Occasionally. That's — again, you know, in Medford, we're isolated. 

We used to have what we call the “Medford term of the court” which back in the old days 

was in October. And then suddenly Judge Sullivan was a judge and it became June or July 

because the Shakespearian festival is on. So, Judge Sullivan would come down and have 

court. And then we would have visiting judges from Seattle. 

But since we've had a full-time magistrate now, we've seen more and more cases 

that are tried here. I've tried, I think, several cases in Portland, a couple in Eugene. Most of 

them have been tried here. I've tried many of those scenic easement condemnation cases 

that were restricting the development of Rogue River property. And those were all federal 

cases. And I think the last one — I was trying to think of the last one I tried. I tried a civil 

rights case, several of those. One here, one in Eugene. I think [Judge Patter?] was the 

judge with that. Judge Burns was the one here. I like federal cases; we tend to settle those 

even faster than state cases. That's amazing. 

  

DB: Any idea why that... 
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DEATHERAGE: I think the expense of litigation. And I remember we had one involving 

a distribution of a video film between the manufacturer and the distributor, and Judge 

Redmond was able to settle that one. And I had one URESA [Uniform Reciprocal 

Enforcement of Support Act] case recently in Federal Court here and my client could not 

afford the appellate process that we probably should have gone to. I think the expense 

forced the settlement in that case. 

  

DB: URESA is a terribly complex statute 

 

DEATHERAGE: Yes, it is. And he didn't dot his i's and cross his t's. That's why he paid 

the penalty in that regard. It is. It's very pro-employee. 

  

DB: You've shown long-term interest in support of the law school too. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. 

  

DB: You've been a class rep and fundraiser for the law school. Do you get — have you 

seen the new building? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Nope. Isn't that disgraceful? I helped raise funds for the new building. 

[Laughs] I know I got some of our very conservative people locally to make donations. And, 

in fact, we had a big reception for the dean when he just came out from Oklahoma at the 

time — and during the building. I told my wife that shows you're spending so much time at 

home in Medford. When we go through Eugene, if we've got a few hours to kill, we should 

stop by to see the school. Because I understand it's a beautiful, beautiful building. 

  

DB: Public areas are very nice. 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes. The professor area is still crowded? 

  

DB: Well... 

   

DEATHERAGE: I heard the one, you know, they had was not too — was not too 

spacious either was it? 

  

DB: Well, no, it wasn't. But I guess I spent too many years in it. I thought it had some 

advantages over the new building. But particularly the younger faculty really enjoy the new 

building so — and the students do. And it's — the classrooms are a big improvement. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. I remember I was on the board of visitors; I think we were still 

— I don't know if we were at Fenton Hall yet at that point or not. We could have been 

before we made the transition. 

  

DB: Well, Fenton Hall was its own experience. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, [Laughs] it was. 

  

DB: You remember the pit? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes, I do. 

  

DB: And Mrs. Baker? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yes. 

  

DB: Do you recall Mrs. Baker? 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes. Lois Baker. Wonderful woman. 

  

DB: Yes. She was a delight. She retired the year that I came out. Her eyesight was 

beginning to fail at that point. 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah. She was kind of a mother image to all the struggling law 

students trying to get research done in the library and things of that nature. 

  

DB: Did you ever work for her in the... 

  

DEATHERAGE: No, I didn't. I was — fortunately, I was on the G.I. bill and also, I was 

the counselor for all of the upper men's dormitories. So, I had free board and room so I had 

other work to do besides law school. 

  

DB: Now, on the website, it describes you as an avid golfer. 

  

DEATHERAGE: [Laughs] Well, you see my hole-in-one trophy? 

  

DB: A hole in one? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Yeah, 1988. But my golf has really diminished. I don't know whether it 

was because of my knee or my age or a combination of both. But I lost my medial meniscus 

in 1991, and my golf game has really gone downhill. I had my knee replacement last 

October and I'm trying to learn how to swing again from the right side through the left side. 

It's going to be trying. But I still enjoy doing it because, boy, it's the fellowship of the people 

you play with. And just being outside. I don't care if it rains, I still love to play outside. I 

enjoy the weather. 
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DB: Have you toured around to any of the big golf courses like Pebble Beach or any of 

those? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I've played Pebble Beach — I think 1958 first time I played it. And after 

then, for — I think it was 11 dollars was the greens' fee. And you could play all day and carry 

your own bag. My firm sent me on my, let's see, my 70th birthday with a gift certificate to 

Pebble Beach. I think it was $275. So, I delayed in going for about six months. It was after 

Christmas. I think it was $310. But I got there. So, it's prohibiting to play that one. 

And I was going to go play the Riviera Country Club which had the Nissan 

Tournament yesterday in Los Angeles, and this is a picture of the 18th hole there. What we 

call “Hogan's Alley” when he won the U.S. Tournament. And my firm had sent me there but 

my knee surgery had intervened so I didn't get to go to Riviera. But it's a beautiful course. 

I've played many — most all of the courses in Palm Desert years ago, and Hawaii, 

and areas of that nature. I think Eugene Country Club is still one of the most beautiful golf 

courses in the country. 

  

DB: When I was in Hawaii a number of years ago, it seemed like there was a golf course 

on every corner. 

  

DEATHERAGE: I think there still is. [Laughs] And, in fact, they really charge accordingly 

too. 

  

DB: What's your favorite course? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Oh, probably, I think of all the courses, Eugene Country Club. 

  

DB: Really? 
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DEATHERAGE: Yes. Just absolutely gorgeous. And when you had to play golf — Bend 

Country Club probably is a close second. With the big ponderosas, it's a very tough golf 

course. I remember playing when I was younger, it was only nine holes and it was a pretty 

good test of golf then. But my son, of course, did the new clubhouse in Bend and he's a 

two handicap or so. I taught him how to play golf. But he thinks it's probably one of the 

best golf courses in the northwest. 

  

DB: How about some of the new courses out here on the coast that have been 

developed? 

  

DEATHERAGE: I mean, I played — the one in Florence I've never played. When they 

redid the Coos Bay course it was nice. There's one now at Salmon Run out of Brookings 

up the river and it's absolutely beautiful. I — it's too difficult, I think, for most golf courses 

because you lose your golf balls. They just go — the woods are ready to take them at any 

time so. But, you know, Salishan is getting to be a better course again. It's a beautiful golf 

course. All the other courses on the coast or some of the old ones were real good. Gearhart 

was a good one, a good test of golf. 

  

DB: How many times a week do you get out or... 

  

DEATHERAGE: Well, if I'm not in trial, I play Wednesday afternoon and Saturday 

afternoons. So that's — I didn't do that for many years. Then I thought, well, if I can get a 

break during the day, Wednesday afternoon, that makes your whole week seem easier 

when you are out on the golf course. 

I wish I was as good as Owen Panner. You know, he — I think makes his way — he's 

very good at golf especially for his age. I know he's probably lost some distance but I 

remember he and I and Windsor Calkins — and I think it was Beryl Green and Bill Dale who 

were playing out of Coeur d'Alene and Washington. I think Sandpoint golf course is a very 

good one. Burl and I were partners and I think I made the comment after the first night he 
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had not played well. And I said, “I thought you were a great player at the University of 

Baltimore,” which he was. And he just turned everything on the back nine. He really 

showed me what he was. 

  

DB: Well, you're not supposed to be a judge. 

  

DEATHERAGE: That's right. But he told me, you know, he quit golf for a long time 

because he got involved in horses. So, then he took it up, I think, in his years. But he was 

famous in Bend for winning the Mayor Cup Golf Tournament. A real fine golfer. 

  

DB: Have you watched some tournaments? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Oh, I've — you know, the Southern Oregon Certain Flights in that 

regard. My — this picture here, the Rogue — the Riviera Country Club, my son and I won 

the member guest tournament about seven years ago. That's my greatest show to fame. 

But I've just been a journeyman golfer and enjoying the game. And my handicap was about 

a seven at the time and now it's gone up to double figures. So... 

 

DB: Well, knee operation's a pretty serious operation. It's — you just don't walk back 

from those. 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. No, you don't. 

  

DB: Do you have any other avocations that you enjoy? 

  

DEATHERAGE: Gardening. Very much I enjoy. I have a large vegetable garden. And I 

have a lot of flowers. In fact, I put out yesterday afternoon after church — I put out 15 sacks 

of steer manure in my flower garden stirring it up. I put in about 700 zinnias in that area. I 

used to put in 700 pansies in the same area in the fall. But we — you know, our weather 
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here, we have wintertime blooms. But we've been invaded by deer the last three or four 

years and they just take all of the pansies. The roses. I have about 65 roses; they just eat 

them to pieces. I have a good vegetable garden. I plant corn, cucumbers, and tomatoes. 

I remember when Dean Hollis was our state bar representative on the procedures 

and practice committee, and he came out, and we had a cocktail party dinner at our home 

some years ago. And he came out to look at my vegetable garden and really enjoyed it. 

So... 

  

DB: Well, it's been a pleasure. Do you have any closing comments? 

  

DEATHERAGE: No. That's fine, Don. I enjoyed talking to you. 

  

DB: Well, thank you very much for the interview. 

 

  

[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
 [End of Interview] 
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