


AMERllCAN NATURE AS§OC:IlATION 

W A§:!EiINGTON., ID>. C. 

0ll'll"IOE OJI' THE PRESIDENT 

X»~X«..XDC 

Ghost Ranch 
Abiquiu, New Mexico 

Mr. Willi.am L. Finl•y 
Route ·#10 
Portland 2, Oregon 

Dear Bill: 

July 28, 1946 

This album is dediOB.ted to you on your 70th birthday by 
your daughter and son-in-law, as the most fitting token which 
our thoughts of' you might contriv~. It is but an indica. tion of 
the high regard extended to you and your lifetime of work for the 
cause of Conservation by those who have known you either intimate-
ly or through the thunder roll of your deeds and words as these 
have echoed through the hills and lecture halls of your native land. 

I have thought often of the days when you a:.nd I travelled the 
mountains together and sat tired and thirsty upon some crag to 3hare 
the last refreshing orange from the tail pocket of your cruiser's 
shirt. And I recall once when the t:e:mpting morsel slipped from your 
fingers and bounded a thousand feet into space before either of us 
had a single bite. It v.as you who :rrade the only perfect renark. 
11 That, 11 you said, 11 is why oranges won't grow in the Rookies. They 
won't stay put." Such -ms the sportsmanship for mioh I µave !mown 
you and the happy spirit of the trips we shared. 

Then, too, there is the picture of Bill F'inley dressed in the 
horns and whiskers of a mountain billy, concealing his camera within 
the wind-whipped folds of a white flannel costume and disputing the 
knife-edge trail against any real goat in &11 of Glacier Park. That 
was the same Bill who has quite as stubbornly disputed every trail 
with the despoHers of wildlife throughout the years. That was the 
true picture of you. 

I can see you again, Bill, behind a flimsy blind of baby ever-
greens with an angry bull moose almost sticking his horns in from 
the other side, while my hands cla. ttered in the film-chan~ing bag, 
You used the last bit of film and then bluffed the bull off by W8i.lk-
ing the tall tripod straight at him. And who drank that mole bottle 
of rum, anyway? 

You have had always a partner in your enterprise, Bill, who has 
never failed you. There has always been a by-line on your pictures, 
"By William L. and Irene Finley", and I kriow you would wish her to 
share with you this token of appreciation from your fellow leaders 
in the cause to which both of you have dedicated your years. Your 
deeds are hers, and hers are yours. 

J 
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So, Bill, I have said my say. It will be the others v.ho have 
sent you their own tributes on the pages which follow. They and 
their successors will carry on the fight and perhaps do better work 
than you or I. I know how nruch you hope tha.t they will. Congra-
tulations, Bill, from 

Your onetime partner and alltime son-in-law. 

Arthur N. Pack 
President !1tn~r itw.-fl 



AMERICAN NATURE AssocIATION 
PUB b,_t1~,,t,j ERS OF 

-~'~ 

NATURE 0 11'1 MAGAZINE 
1214 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W. 

Mr. Willielll L. Finley, 
Route 1/:10 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear :Bill: 

WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 

June 19th, 1946 

According to Who1s Who, and other volumes that record 
the vital statistics o~ faoous people, August will find you 
achieving the frunous three score and ten. , That is an event that 
certainly calls for congratulations, and a bit more of t~ese than 
is customary on just ordinary birthday anniversaries. So, as one 
who treasures the many years of our friendship, I would like to 
ad". my hand clasp to the many that will be extended to you on this 
occasion. 

Not many people can look back on a lifetime of contrihution 
of everything that is in them in behalf of others. Yet such fortunate 
individuals erect a monument that cannot be razed by any act of man. 
It is given to those who have fought the good fight to have left the 
ineradicable imprint of their blows. You have certainly done t!lat, as 
many exploiters can ruefully testify. From the vantage point of 
seventy sum~ers, and an equal number of winters, you truly have a lot 
to look back upon, e.nd with satisfaction,. 

So, :Bill, congre.tulations upon a three-i:rcore and ten 
achieved with success and distinction, and may you go on to add many 
more years of the same. 
rri o '"Q 

Cordially. as always, 

-vi:Piet.twood) 
President. 

rww;md 
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NATURE MAGAZINE 
1214 S I X TE EN TH S TREET , N.W. 

WASHINGTON6,D.C. 
June 19, 1946 

Dear :Bill:-

The late Justice Holmes once said, 11 To be seventy yea.rs young 
is sometimes far more cheerful and hopeful than to be forty years old". 
I understand that shortly you will become 70 yea.rs young, and I wish 
to add my congratulations to the w.any you undoubtedly will receive on 
that occasion. 

From the vantage point of the yea.rs, you can look back on a 
career of accomplishment in your chosen field. The chief reason for 
your success, as I see it Bill, has been your ability to maintain a 
daily interest in your work; to develop and hold a chronic enthusiasm 
and to regard each project undertaken as important. This you have done, 
frequently under trying circumstances. 

Despite the fact that bringing about major changes in national 
thought takes infinite time, it still is true that 11 what is within the 
realm of thought is within the realm of accomplisl'tJ!lent11 , and the ideas 
planted throughout the years by you and other pioneers in the field of 
conservation and wildlife protection, daily continue to bear fruit. 

It would be difficult to measure the contribution you have made 
to the general welfare. Policies and actions are determined by public 
opinion. What public opinion demands usue.J.ly is eventually done. If 
public opinion on a.ny issue is active, sound, and well-informed, the re-
sulting action is wholesome. You can take pleasure in the knowledge 
that you have made a contribution toward an active, sound, and well-
informed public opinion on the conservation of natural resources and 
protection of wildlife. Your reward, Bill, is & host of ftiends and 
a sense of service to fellow-men. 

Best wishes for many more years of health and happiness, in 
which to enjoy the things in nature for which you have worked to protect 
and to preserve. 

Her;af 

Mr. Dill Finley 
R. ://r'2 
Portland, Oregon 

Sincerely •ours, 
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Mr. William L. Finley, 
Ro"..lte #10 
Portland, Oregon 

De::>.r Bill: 

1214 SIXTEENTH STREET, N .W . 

WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 
July lst. 1946 

Ossipee, New Hampshire 

To all of us who live long enough, thc~e comes the 
time \. hen 'le are seventy. The::-e being no known wa~p to avoid this, 
except to die younger, it seems well that one reaching three score 
and ten shi=tll have gathered by the way some other useful accomplishment. 
Thus has it oeen in your case, for as long as the word comerv~tion 
bears its true connotation, your name will stand in the front rnnk of 
those whose labors have heen worthy. 

At ~..n early age you joined the Conservation cause, and 
the good results tha.t have accrued in Oregon through the pioneer work 
on Three Arch Rocks, and in the Harney ... Malheur snd the Klamath reginns, 
where your friendly efforts for thE:> JJersecuted game and plumage birds 
set a pattern for the West Coast. 

In all this work your skill as a photogra~her. shared in 
earlier yea.rs by your friend a...11d co-worker Bohlmann, has been of marked 
service in general conserv~tion work ovPr much of the United States, 
Ca..'la,da and the Coast of Ala.ska. 

Later, aq your fame as a worker and writer on the home 
life of birds spread, you worked crodi tably for several years on the 
Advisory Board, Migratory Bird Tready Act, where the true friends of 
the Imperilled birds were ni:nrer in a IJajori ty. Thus your considered 
vote was often needed. 

With sincere wishes that you may see many further years 
of service in your self-impo~ed but happy task as a worker for 
perpetuation of America 's wild creatures, I remain 

eap;md 

p nc .. rely,. yo"': ~ 

~-dle 
Associate Edi tor 



AM· STS 
919 SEVENTEENTM STREET. NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

July 31, 1946 

Mr. William. L. Finley 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Bills 

Our mutual good friend, Dick Westwood, tells me 
that you have an event of some moment to yourself and 
to your friends coming up on August 9. On that date, 
he reminds me, you will cross the river and enter the 
fair and salubrious LAND OF SEVENTY. 

Jfy congratulations and best wishes to you. I 
hope that in this LAND OF SEVENTY the birds will be 
singing more cheerfully, the animals will play more 
playfully and that your camera will click no less 
sharply and often. 

In the LAND BELOW SEVENTY you have left many 
trails that will lead generations to come to greater 
happiness and keener appreciation of the beauty that 
is in our land and of the birds and wild animals that 
symbolise its freedom and the vibrant life that flows 
from unwrecked nature. 

Those of us who have known you, who have thrilled 
at your pictures and who have heard your calls to 
action will, I am sure, be thinking of you as one 
ageless conservationist whose contributions grow with 
the years and whose punches ~never pulled. At 
least those are my thoughts. 

And so, Bill Finley, I salute you. Keep your 
ammunition dry and may your skies be clear and blue. 

OB/h 

THE MA6AZINE OF THE AMERICAN FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 



SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS 

Dr. llJilliam L. r'inley 
R • .t<'. l.J. 10 
rortla.nd, Oregon 

Dear Dr. finley: 

MILLS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Un behalf of the Gociety of American Pore sters, I send you 

best wishes on your 70th birthday. 

Your yeoma.n service in the cause of American conservation 

has been helpful to forestry as it has been to the preservation of 

all our renewable natural resources. 

Id th cordial wishes for your continuing good heal th, I a.m 

0incerely yours , 

{7cLb~ 
Executive Secretary 

hec:bw 



Tei~ LomsVILLE TIMES 
Lou1 sv1 LLE 2, KY. 

Office of I.he udilor 

Dr. William L. Finley 
Jennings Lodge 
Portland, Oregon 

My dear Dr. Finley: 

June 20th, 191~6 

I hear you are going to ~ve a seventieth birthday, and as I al-
ways take an interest in young people and wish them well I am 
writing to congratulate you on being a vigorous and unreconstructed 
rebel against people who know exactly what they want; a fighter for 
the public which will be composed of generations yet unborn. 

Some day, maybe, those who were called conservationists; or cranks, 
in the first · dec~de of this century; who were tolerated as dreamers 
or considered intolerable as nuisances, will get their due as per-
sons more practical, from the point of view of 150,000,000 or 
200,000,000 A>nericans1 than the practical business men who scoffed 
at them, or squirmed or stormed when they interfered. 

If any among the crowd now rated as pioneers of conservation will 
be r emembered in 2046 you will be among the remembered. If those 
who inherit benefits of such work as yours donrt make out a Don't 
Forget list and keep it alive they will be at fault. 

Sincerely, 

~---­T9?J WALL.ACE• 
President. Izaak "alton League 
of .America, Inc. 
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DEFENDER OF WOODS, WATERS AND WILDLI FE 

0 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTE RS 

31 NO. STATE STREET 

CHICAGO 2 , ILLINOIS 
TELEPHONE ANDOVER 3522 

June L': ,1946 

Dr. William L. Finley 
Route 10 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Bill, 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OR. GEORGE B. EUSTE R MAN 

F'AU L CHANDLER 

OR. W . B . HOLTON 

DR. C . C . LILLIBRIDGE 

CARL WEYGANDT 

- · ·-

On the occasion of your birthday, August 9, it is my pleasure to 
address to you, as one of the nation's foremost conservationist"', 
a letter of sincere apnreciation for the grand work you have done 
in the conservation field these many years. You have pioneered 
the way in sound land and water management for the benefit of the 
whole American uublic. 

As 1 came up in this field nearly twenty yP.ars your junior, Bill 
Finley was one of a mere handful of courageous leaders to whom l 
looked for guidance and advice and whose blazed trails 1 followed. 

lt was my Dleasure and privilege, in the ensuin? years, 
work with you in the lzaak Wal ton League and elsewhere. 
your fighting spirit and will do my best to carry on. 

to know and 
l admire 

Like you, 1 have been criticized by some of the selfish interests, 
both private and governmental, who often under the ,,:;uise of conserva-
tion work put their own financial or political advantage ahead of 
the public "lelfare . But someone must speak out against those forces 
of greed and selfishness that continually sap America's vital natural 
resource base . You have done it beautifully. l shall try to keep up 
the good work through the constantly growing strength of the lzaak 
~alton League of .America. 

1 have not forgotten the -olain speaking you did at one of our m.tional 
conventions nearly a decade ago in predicting the doom of the salmon 
runs of the Columbia River unless t~e elaborate 9lans of the great dam 
builders were curbed. History is already recording the accuracy of 
your prediction and we' re going to "keep u-9 the good fighJi;. to save vrhat 
is left . With my very best wishes to a real conservationist and a 
grand fellow. 

kar/rca 

q_i~y , --r- ~~ ' / ' 
V'yt~z,,~/f,{/!Ji IV l{/.,,A_ C( 

Kenneth A. Reid, Executive Director 



FREDERIC C. WALCOTI 
President 

F. B. DAVIS, JR. 
Vice-President 

T. E. DOREMUS 
Treasurer 

AMERICAN WILDLIFE INSTITUTE 
C. R. GUTERMUTH 

Secretary 

Incorporated in District of Columbia, July 22, 1935 

INVESTMENT BUILDING, WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Route 10, Box 910 
Portland 2, Oregon 

Dear Billa 

Apri 1 23, 1946 

I understand that you will be seventy years 
young in a short time and I e.m taking this occasion to send 
you my greetings and best wishes and the hope that you will 
have a long time to enjoy the lovely place that you have 
there on the banks of the Willamette. 

As you know by this time, I am also a retired 
citizen although I am going to work with a somewhat enlarged 
version of the Ame~iean V~ldlife Institute. 

I hope occasionally to get to Portland and 
you may be sure that whenever I do that I shall try to see 
you if I can catch you .at home. You have been in this con-
servation game for a long time and have contributed a great 
deal to it and at ~ time when the going was rough and tough. 
I therefore fee 1 the. t you have earned a right to enjoy the 
out-of-doors without working too much in the future. 

With beqt personal wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Ira N. Gabrielson 

ING1a 

AN ORGANIZATION FOR THE RESTORATION OF NORTH AMERICAN WILDLI FE 



IRA N. GABRIELSON 
President C. STEWART COMEAUX 

Treasurer 
C.R. GUTERMUTH 

Vice-President WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 
Dedicated to Wildl ife Restoration 

INVESTMENT BUILDING, WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Portland 
Oregon 

Dear Billa 

June 24, 1946 

ETHEL M. QUEE 
Secretary 

There are a lot of friendly comments going on around ~ashington about your coming 70th birthday, and I want to add my congratulations to the well wishing of all the others. You have made a host of friends during your long battle to con-serve the natural resources of this glorious land, and there must be a lot of satisfaotion in knowing that you have taught a staunch anny to oarry on your fight for posterity. 

I am working every day With. Fred Walcott and he is 78 years young which leads me to believe that you are nothing but a young man with many good battles ahead. The Senator keeps telling me that you cannot judge life in years and I am doing my best to live up to his philosophy. 

Dr. Gabrielson is in Alaska on another jaunt and he may be able to drop in for a visit on his return trip. Weatr.er pennitting, he will be caning through Oregon about the middle of August. 

I keep up regular correspondence with "Ding" and de spite doctor's orders, he is in there pitching all the time. There is never a dull manent with him and he is still full of new ideas. That's the sort of thing that keeps us all going toward that grand day when we can all lean back and say, uwell, there' a a job well done." 

Hoping to see you again soon and with kindo~t personal regards, I am 

CRG:ka 

Sincerely yours, 

c. R. Gutermuth 
Vice-President 



IRA N. GABRIELSON 
President 

C.R. GUTERMUTH 
. Vice-President 

C. STEWART COMEAUX--
Treasurer 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 
Dedicated to Wildlife Restoration 

INVESTMENT BUILDING, WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

Vr. William Finley 
Portland 
Oregon 

My dear Bi 11 s 

July 11, 1946 

I hear that you are about to swallow a 70th birthday thereby reaching middle age. You seem young te me, but I recall every time we have met and compared notes fran the New York conferences to the Hoover house here in Washing-ton and many other occasions. 

I remember yoYr pictures taking the speed of the antelope fran an automobile. I think you estimated that they ran at top speed about forty miles an hour. I re-member you in Alaska off Admiralty Island as well, and now I want to congratulate you on reaching an age ot discretion. 
Vy affectionate greetings to you and to your wife. It you can derive enough morale frcm the letters that you have received on the occasion ot your 70th birthday. you will live to be a hundred. 

Atfeotionately yours. 

F. c. Walcott 

FCWska 

ETHEL M. QUEE 
Secretary 



WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE, CHAIRMAN 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N, C. 
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. 
PAT MCCARRAN, NEV. 
SCOTT W. L UCAS, ILL. 
HOMER FERGUSON, MICH. 
GUY CORDON, OREG. 

CARL D. SHOEMAKER, SECRETARY 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Portland 
Oregon 

Dear Bill: 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 

CONSERVATION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES 

· August 9, 1946 

Today is your birthday and it gives me real and genuine pleasure in extending felicitations and the wish that you may live to enjoy many more happy return·s of the day. 

Of all your friends in conservat i on, with only a f~w exceptions, I have been associated with you longer than any of the others. I well remember the day, back in June 1915, when we met for the first time in the Governor's office in Salem. You had, at the previous meeting , been appointed educational director of the Fish and Game Commission. The man appointed State game warden declined the appointment, which left a vacancy which was filled at the June meeting by my appointment. That was a little more than thirty-one years ago. 

During those years there has been considerable progress made in the conservation of wildlife resources and both of us have entered the larger field of national conservation, you as director and officer of most of the nation-wide conservation organizations, and I as secretary of the Senate Wildlife Committee and one of the founders and first secretary of the National Wild-life Federation. Our paths have been parallel during these years and we have directed our activities in the same conservation channels. 
We have had some differences, none of them serious, and all ironed out in the common understanding and unity of purpose. It has been a real pleasure to work with you and to follow your lead. You have always had a singleness of purpose in your desire to do the 

right thing in the right way for our wildlife. You have never com-promised with principle and have always challenged those movements which threatened to exploit our natural resources. 
I hope you will live long to carry on your fight against those forces which inevitably would lead to a diminishing supply of wildlife within forests and waters and upon the lands. 
Here's wishing you again many more happy returns of the day. 

From your friend,~ 

-tr---Carl D. Shoemaker 



KARL MUNDT 
1ST DIST. SOUTH 0AKOTA 

HOME ADDRESS: 

MADISON, S. OAK. 

' 
MEMBER COMMITTEES: 

C!ongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tate~ 
1'ou1it of .Reprtsentatibes 

ilasbington. J). ~. 

June 20, 1946 

i_r . ,filliam L . Finley 
Portland 
Oregon 

Dear Bill: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
INDIAN AFFAIRS 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

It is a real pleasure for me to be among those 
JOJ.m.ng in extending you my heartiest con~ratulations 
on having reached your seventieth ·oirthday. 

1;' those seven score years and ten, you have 
achieved more for the noble cause of conservation 
than would ,,1ost of our American citizens if they would 
live to be as old as ~. ethusel ah. You are really one 
of Nature's noblemen who, with your good wife, have 
done great things to make Nature's environment a nobler 
place in which to live. 

This note not only congratulates you upon your 
seventieth birthday but exl.ends my sincere wish that 
you and I vvill both be hanging around this universe 
looking for a convenient trout stream or an attractive 
duck pass ten years hence so I can congratulate you 
upon having become an octogenarian. 

~-ith best wishes and kindest personal regards, 
I am, 

Cordially yours, 

r 
Lember of Corn;ress 

~ 



SEVENTY-NINTH CONGRESS 

Ao: WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA., CHAIRMAN 

S. OTIS BLAND, VA. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN, MINN. 
JAMES P. RICHARDS, S. C. HOMER D. ANGELL. OREG. 
JOHN D. DINGELL, MICH. C. W. (RUNT) BISHOP, ILL. 
JOHN J. COCHRAN, MO. WALTER E. BREHM, OHIO 
HERBERT C. BONNER, N. C. BERTRAND W. GEARHART, CAUP. 
J. HARDIN PETERSON, FLA. ROBERT K. HENRY, WIS. 
VIRGIL CHAPMAN, KY. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 
JOHN W. FLANNAGAN, JR., VA. 

ELIZABETH BOND, CLERK 

Dear Dr. Finley: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

CONSERVATION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

June 20, 1946 

It gives me pleasure to unite with friends and 
admirers of yours throughout the United States in wish-
ing you a happy anniversary on your ?0th birthday, and 
many more anniversaries in the years that lie ahead. 
Your able and unselfish leadership in the cause of wild-
life conservation has been an inspiration to all lovers 
of the out-of-doors and to all who appreciate the vital 
importance to our future prosperity and happiness of 
preserving the natural resources with which a kind and 
gracious Providence has so richly endowed us. 

The robins, ·which in Virginia are harbingers of 
spring, sing your praises. The ten thousand or more 
snow geese which pause each year on Back Bay, Virginia, 
on their southward flight are evidences of your handiwork. 
Our twenty-seven National Parks, in which we dedicate our-
selves to the preservation of things as God made them, 
will be a lasting monument to your memory. 

Personally, as well as on behalf of our House Select 
Committee on Conservation of Wildlife Resources, I salute 
you as a grec..t American who has well se yed his day and 
generation. 

Dr. William L. Finley, 
Portland, Oregon 

> 

Willis Robertson 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 1 

Washington 25, D.c. 

JUN 2 4 1946 

Mr. Williem L. Finley 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

I have just learned that you are about to reach your seventieth 
birthday, which is an event worth noting in a life spent so 
devotedly in the interests of .American wildlife and conservation. 
Perm.it me to take this opport'Wlity to congratulate you on what 
you have accomplished and,, to wish you the best of good fortune 
through many more years of activity in behalf of the cs.use you 
have so well championed. 

~inoerely, 

~.r~~-



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE ; 
Washington 25, D.C. 

June 21 , 1 <;46 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear 1<U-. 1''inley: 

Congratulations 1 Not on the birthday alone, but also on 
so many years so profitably spent in behalf of wildlife 
and conservation. And best of luck i~ the years ahead. 

Edward H. Graham 
Chief 
Biology Division 



ADDRESS ONLY 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOrs 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 54 

Mr. William· L. Finley, 
Route 101 Box 9101 

Portland 21 Oregon. 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

August 91 1946. 

Congratulations on your 70th birthdayl We in the National 
Park Service hope that there will be many more and that you will 
find tine between them to carry on the fine work with which you 
have been associated so long. Your many writings on nature have 
been of material benefit to this Service ard to the nation as a 
lfhole. 

With very best 'Wishes, 

Newton B. Drury, 
Director. 



IN REPLY REFER TO 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

August 9, 1946 

Mr. William L. Finley, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Bill: 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 

DIRECTOR. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Happy Birthday, and I hope that this 9th of August finds 
you well and happy. 

Certainly on your 70th birthday you can look back with 
deep gratification and pride on the long and effective record you 
have made in the cause of conservation. Many of the friends of 
our present National program can be attributed to the evangelistic 
enthusiasm of yourself and the others who pioneered our modem con-
cept of the conservation of our natural resources. It is still 
tough going but certainly the American public appreciates the need 
more now than they ever had in the past, so I want to take this 
occasion to pay my respects for your long battle and to wish you 
many more years of health and happiness. 

smcer~ 

Albert M. Day, 
Director. 



I N REPLY REFER TO 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

ADDRESS ONLY T HE 

DIRECTOR, F ISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

' Mr. William L. Finley, 
Portland, 

July 23, 191~6. 

OrP,gon. 

Dear Bill: 

It is a very real pleasure for ·me to add ·rriy bit to tbe acclaim 
on your attainment of your 70th birthday. 

While the number of your friends is leeion, I doubt if there 
are man~r in the East who eo back very much beyond the tillle when you 
and I first became acquainted. I am reminded of the meetings of 
the old Advisory Board (:M.B.T .A.) and of the interesting sessions at 
the Cosmos Club. Those were the days when the tenn "conservation" 
meant little .more than nconversation" and you were one of the few 
voices "crying in the wilderness" for a sound manaeement policy for 
our wildlife resources. 

Although you and I know that much remains to be done, neverthe-
less, it must give you Much satisfaction to look back over the years 
and note the progress that has been made. MistAkes? Of coursel What 
great effort of man was ever made without them? But despite our errors 
we have forged steadily ahead and have, I believe, proved to the World 
that it is possible to rna~.agetWilolife for the benefit of all. 

I hope that there may be many years ahead for you to watch the 
contim1ed fruition of your early labors and with most cordial regards, 
I am 

Sincerely yours, 

F. C. Lincoln, In Charge, 
Distributj_on and Migration of Birds, 

Division of Wildlife Research. 



TELEPHONE: 

VOLUNTEER 5-0535 

Emergency Conservation Committee 
767 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 21. N. Y. 

IRVING BRANT, TREASURER MRS. C. N. EDGE, CHAIRMAN ELLSWORTH D. LUMLEY, SECRETARY 

ACTIVELY CAMPAIGNING FOR 
THE PROTECTION OF: 

Virgin Forests 

Birds of Prey 

Bald Eagles 

Fish-Eating Birds 

Waterfowl 

Elk 

Alaska Brown Bear 

Fur-Bearing Mammals 

Antelope 

Mountain Sheep 

OPPOSED TO: 

Poisoning, bounties, and 
other "control" operations 
against natural predators 

Steel-Trapping 

Hunting of any uncommon 
species 

Unscientific collecting of 
rare speciea 

Organized Crow-shoots . 

Introduction of foreign species 

Oil pollution of rivers. harbors, 
and oceans 

Drminage of swamps 

Grazing in National Forests 

Construction of public highways 
through forest areas 

Dr. William L. Finley, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Dr. Finley, 

20 June , 1946 

Though my wish to meet you has 
never been granted, I am yet one of your 
ardent admirers, and beg that you will let 
,me add my warm congratulations to those of 
closer friends on your seventieth birthday. 

I bless you for your true love of 
ani mals and forests. In the long and happy 
years that lie ahead of you, I hope you will 
enjoy all the creatures for whom you have 
done so much; and for myself I hope that I 
may have the opportunity of meeting you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~f'dp-
Mrs. c. N. Edge, Chairman 



Friends of The Land 
A NON-PROFIT, NON-PARTISAN SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SOIL, RAIN AND MAN 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Portland, 
Oregon 

Dear Bill: 

THIRTY-FIVE EAST GAY STREET 

COLUMBUS 5 I 0 HI 0 

June 25, 19 46 

One more letter of appreciation from one who has personally appreciated 
the outstanding contribution which you have made to the conservation move-
ment. I have had the good fortune of hearing you speak on two or three 
occasions, of reading your contributions and of seeing some of the excellent 
films which you have produced. For many years I have devoted full time 
in a professional way to conservation education. Many of the conservation 
ideas and techniques which you have developed will be passed on from year 
to year through those engaged in conservation education, as I have been 
doing and shall continue to do. 

I trust that our tentative plans for the development of Friends of 
the Land forum meetings in the Northwest will materialize next spring. 
I am looking forward to offering my personal congratulations to you at 
that time. 

Sincerely yours, 

_0!::':.~ 
Executive Secretary 

OEF/hhh 
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* National Executive Committee 

G I I\ L S C 0 UT S, I n C. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

5 5 EAST 44TH STREET 
TELEPHONE MURRAY H I LL 2·2505 

Mr. William L . 
Portland, 

Finley 
Oregon 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

new York· n.y. 
August 9th, 1946 

Fir st of all ~ Happy Birthdayt 

I was one of the people whom you used to enchant and insoire 
when you gave lectures at the Park Museum in Pr ovidence . And 
your books have been a delight to me, and to the many children 
I have known . You have helped us all in our conservation work 
and conservati on thoughts . 

The above are words of thanks and appreciation from a human 
being, but I wish i t were possible f or the things of the wild 
to thank you, too t However, I am sure you must feel a great 
satisfaction in knowing th-t your years of effort have made 
it possible for more people to know and understand the ways 
of the wild. And made it possible for more wil~ creatures to 
live unmolested. 

Not only nw congratulations and thanks go to you, but tnose 
of this entire organization. 

li' ith best vdshes -

mer : tgc 

Sincerely, 

Mar ie E. Gaudette 
Nature Adviser 
Pr ogram Division 
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TELEPHONE 
MUrray Hill 4-5753 

, 

CAMP FIDE GIBLS!t lne. 
88 Lexington Ave. • New York 16, N. Y. 

Mr . William L. Finley 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

July a, 1946 

Congratulations on your 70th birthdayt 

It is, indeed, a pleasure to salute you on this 
occasion because your birthday signifies to the American 
people another milestone in your long and devoted career 
of service in the field of conservation. 

I sincerely trust that you are enjoying good 
health and that your birthday this year will be the fore-
runner for many more. 

Cordially, 

?A4)~ 
Martha F. Allen 
National Executive 

• 



PUBLISHERS OF 

THE CONDOR 
A MAGAZINE OF ORNITHOLOGY 
Established 1899 

PACIFIC COAST AVIFAUNA 
A SERIAL DEVOTED TO ORNITHOLOGICAL 
PAPERS OF UNUSUAL LENGTH 
Established 1900 

Dear "Bill":-

Incorporated December 6, 1934 

April I0,!946. 

For the observation and co-operative study of Birds, 
because of the resulting pleasure; 

For the spread of interest in Bird Study, so that this 
pleasure may be shared by others; 

For the conservation of Birds and Wild-life in general, 
for the sake of the future; 

For the publication of Ornithological Knowledge, as being 
a contribution to Science. 

W. LEE CHAMBERS, BUSINESS MANAGER 

ROBINSON ROAD 
TOPANGA, CALIFORNIA 

Karl Koford dropped in on us for lunch the other day and gave 

me all his late dope on the Calif Condor.He is the young gentlemen that the 

Audubon Society hired some years ago to make a therough study of The Condor 

and he had worked two and a half years before the war broke out.He naturally 

was drawn into the war and has just been released.He came through without 

a scratch ,and a Captain's ra.nk so you can see he is a good young fellow 

in every way. He has been on the Condor job now for about three months and 

has just had a chance th check up where he left off.Oh yes,! should add that 

this survey will give him a Ph.D. when he finishes up the affair. 

He seems satisfied that there are just as many birds now as there was 

when he had to postpone his work.This part of his statement is logical for 

the reason that there has been no hunying during the war and the Condors 

have had a breathing spell.I told him that he could watch out for accidents 

from now on as rapidly as anununition came back and the deer hunters and 

other types of shooters could again cover the ter' itory and shoot up every 

thing that flys or walks.I wrote you once all ready that I hated to make 

the statement but I honestly beleive that the days of the Calif Condar 

a~e numbered and twenty years more will tell the tale,if not sooner. 

There is one thing sure,and that is Karl Koford will give us a fine report 

and one filled with correct information.Grinnell told me once that Karl 

was one of the best students that had ever come under his notice. 



PunLISHERS OP 
THE CONDOR 

A MAGAZINE OF ORNITHOLOGY 
Established 1899 

PACIFIC COAST AVIFAUNA 
A SERIAL D EVOTED TO ORNITHOLOGICAL 
PAPERS OP UNUSUAL LENGTH 
Established 1900 

Incorporated December 6, 1934 

For the observation and co-operative study of Birds 
because of the resulting pleasure; ' 

For the spread of interest in Bird Study, so that this 
pleasure may be shared by others; 

For the conservation of Birds and Wild-life in general 
for the sake of the future; . ' 

For the publication of Ornithological Knowledge as being 
a contribution to Science. ' 

W. LEE CH.AMBERS, BUSINESS MANAGER 
ROB! NSON ROA 0 

TOPANGA, CALIFORNIA 

Irene writes,that your Hummingbird feeders are not entirely satisfactory 

I had a lot of trouble with the bees and finally gave up the feeders.Tell 

Irene to hang up bunches of cotton and then she will have a chance of seeing 

where they fly.I have found three nests so far this year and I am satisfied 

there are about six more nests that I could not follow.We hav< too many 

oak trees to follow the b ires very far. 

I am awHully glad to hear Stanley Jewett is able to get around again 

and he and you can have a lot of fun on your adjmining places.I wish you 

were not so far away. 

The news you gave me about"Gabe" was not so good and I was very much 

surprised.The information of his probable working for the Wild Life Insti tut.;. 

is fine.Those people will be nice to work for and they realy need "Ge.be" 

to help keep them lined up on the right course.In the all around it will 

be a good move for wild life. I do hope they find what is wrong and fix 

"Gabe" up so that he will enjoy working wk:ere there is no politics • 

This is the longest letter I have written on my typewriter. 

and I honestly f eel encouraged. 

Bes,of luck,and a happy birthday to you and my very best to Irene. 

Sincerely, 

/ 



THE ARIZONA WILDLIFE 

OFFICER!!! 

Arizond Game Prote~tive 
Association 

Arizona State Federation of 
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FROM J. N. DARLING, CAPTIVA , FLORIDA 

l 





ALBERT W . ATWOOD 
65 OBSERVATORY CIRCL E 

WASH I NGTON , D . C . 

June 22, 1946 

Dear Mr Finley~ 

While we have not met often and l do not believe I have seen you 

in a long time I am naturally familiar with your many years in the f~eld of 

oonservat ion. 

It is a splendid thing to have an interest such as yours for as 

long as you have had it.In fact I wonder if it is not more to the point to 
envy you than to 

a real privilege 

pile eulogies on your head on your 70th birthday! For it is 

to be able to devote most of~'-life to the J\ . 

of birds and to other great features of nature.You have been a fortunate 
man. 

I am such a short time behind you in the matter of years that it 

would be dissembling on my part to write a.a if I thought you could do noth-

ing more. In fact I trust you will have at least another decade of activity. 

With the best of wishes I hope your birthday will bring only pleasant 

thoughts. 

Sincerely~ • I {i;t__ 
~w ~;;-~ 



THE LIFE SCIENCES GROUP 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



DJ!PARTMJ!NT OF BOTANY 

U NIYERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND THE ARTS 

MINNEAPOUS J4 

June 15 , 1946 

Mr . William L. Finley 

Route 10 

Portland, Oregon 

t.y dear ~1r . Finley: 

I think we have never met, and perhans you do 

not even know who I am . At any rate, I am one of a 

vey-.y large number who have long followed with ad-

miration your work in science and your efforts in 

behalf of sound and sane conservation . I am ver~r 

glad to have this opoortunity to greet you on the 

occasion of your seventieth birthday and to be one 

of the many who are expressing to you their grati-

tude for your unselfish and devoted efforts . 

Sincerely yours , 

~9.~ 
William s. \Joooer 

Professor of Botany 
· rsc/ jm 



EARL SN ELL 
SALEM, OREGON 

April 27, 1946 

Dear Bill: 

On this seventieth anniversary 
of your birth; it gives me much pleasure to 
extend felicitations and the very best of 
wishes to you. I hope that the day will be 
a pleasant one for you and that the coming 
year will bring you much happiness. On 
such an occasion as this, with another mile-
stone achieved, it gives your friends added 
incentive to review the great contribution 
that you have made to Oregon and the entire 
Pacific Coast through the years that you 
have devoted to the cause of wild-life 
protection and natural resources conservation. 
It is a great record and one of which you 
should be proud. 

My heartiest congratulations on 
the anniversary, Bill, and all of the best 
always to you. 

Mr. William Finley 
care J. P. Finley & Son 
Fifth and Montgomery 
Portland, Oregon 

Sincerely yours, 



W I LLIAM P. WHAUTON 

GROTON, MA.SS. 

Mr. William L. Finley 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Bill Finley: 

June 22, 1946. 

Although it is many years since we 
have met, it has come to my attention that you will 
observe your Seventieth Birthday in August, and I want 
to send you my very ~~i;,....wishes. Most of those seventy 
years have been spen"tjFtrectively in the cause of con-
servation. You have oeen building for the future,while 
many others have been destroying the basis of our whole 
civilization. It is a record of which you may well be 
proud. 

and you. 
With all good wishes to Mrs. Finley 



Dear Bills 

THORNTON W. BURGESS 
61 WASHINGTON ROAD 
SPRINGFIELD 8, MASSACHUSETTS 

On a 70th Birthday,1946. 

This day is important, perhaps less so to you than to your friends. 
They are the ones to be congratulated because of the continued enjoyment 
of your friendship. Birthdays are not a measure of time; they are a record 
of achievement.So on this day congratulations are due you,and herewith I 
proffer mine with the utmost heartiness and sincerity. Fannie joins me in 
these. 

Whst•s a birthday?Just a marker 
•Long the pathway of the years 

To remind us we are richer 
For the laughter and the tears; 

For the sunshine and the shadows; 
For the losses and the gain; 

For the love that sweetens sorrow; 
For the triumphs we attain. 

What's a birthday? Just a marker 
On the great eterna 1 way 

Where to time there is no ending 
~nd a year is but a day. 

Just a milestone to remind us 
Of our progress toward the goal 

1Vhere will be surcease of struggle 
In the freedom of the soul. 

I have been negligent of friendship, Bill, yet not intentionally so.I fully 
intended to reply at once to your fine letter after the app,r-rance of Fannie and 
myself in Life Magazine. I was swamped with letters from com;etely around the 
world - all over the u.s. and Canada, Honolulu,the South Pacific, Austl"'1lia, 
soutn Africa, the fighting front in France. I never have fully caught up with 
acknowledgements.Keeping up the daily newspaper column , getting out a couple 
of books,doing all the work in a big Victory garden and t<>king care of two places 
interfered with doing things I wanted to do, writing my friends among tham.~11 
this is by way of explanation., not excuse. 

The truth is I don't work as fast as I used to.I'm slowing up.That is toll 
to the years of course.Physically I am fine save that I am getting hard of 
hearing and can't walk 9S I used to because of bursitis in one knee.Nor can I 
climb as I once could.Otherwise I find it difficult to believe the record of 
my birthdays. 

I once set 65 as the age at which I would retire.When I reached that I moved 
it up to 70. Now I've set it at 100.I can see such a whale of a lot to do that I 
am sure it can't be accomplished in less time. 



- 2 -

Spent a couple of days at the 1ildlife convention in ew York re~ently. 
Got a raa l kick out of meeting'"' OaP"k oBoo·.Bal'tlatt.Had been told that he was 
one of my fans but had found it difficult to believe th3t an old salt would 
be intere sted i n my stuff until he assured me that he had religously read my 
column s ince Wor ld War 1 . Can you beat it? I am now on my 27th ye qr with the 
New York Hera l d Tr ibune,. w~ich features t 1e "Nature story" double column and 
did right through t he wax;And I am on my 35th year with the Montreal star. 

Under separat e cover I have sent you my latest book~The Crooked Little 
path~ Publication date was April 2.Before that dRte a second printing was 
order ed. Not bad f or an old fellow in a highly competitive field .Am now 
prepa ring t he fourth and last in the series, .. The Old Briar-patch1•.Then I will 
tackle a job t hat as yet I somehow cannot see - my autobiography.For a year 
my pu blishers have been hammering at me to do this.But gosh, what will I write 
about : I dunno. I j ust aiJt done nothin• but write. If I had behind me the field 
work and adventures in doing it that you and Irene have there would be something 
to write about. Bi ll, why don ' t you do a book on Adventures in Making Wildlife 
Portra its : That may not be a good title but it suggets what I have in mind . 
You've had a lot of thrills in your work.~hy not get together an aooount of 
t he most thrilling thrillsnt would make good reading. 

My Canadian publishers are considering getting out some of my books in 
French for t he French-Canadian trade.My English publishers am London send word 
that beca use of paper and production difficulties during the war most of my 
books were out of print from time to time, but now they are reprinting 16 titles , 
will follow t he se with others that they ha ye, and plan to take on some of my 
le.tar books i nclud ing "On the Green Meadows" and "At the Smiling Pool". 

But this i s supposed to be a birthday letter, not a life hist<iry .Wish we 
could look i n on you and wish you ,.Happy birthday" in person. Anyway we• 11 
drink a toast to you as you renew your youth.Give our love to Irene. 

Happy birthday and many moral 

Fs. i thfully, 
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COUNTY O F ALAMEDA 
A . .J . WOOLSEY, JUDGE 

Mr~ William L. Finley, 
Care of J. P. Finley & Son. 
5th and Montgomery Sts., 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Bill: 

April 8, 1946 

I have just learned that you are about 
to mark another mile stone in your fine, eventful 
and interesting life. 

Many, many congratulations, and am 
hoping that you will have many returns of the day. 

Mrs. Woolsey joins me -in sending this 
message, and we both send our best wishes to Mrs. 
Finley also. 

Very truly yours, 



HOWARD ROBERTSON 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
411 CHAPMAN BUILDING 

Los ANGELES 
14 

April 12, 1946 

My dear William L. Finley: 

Lee Chambers tells me you have a birthday 
very shortly and will reach your three score years 
and ten. It must be a great satisfaction to you to 
be able to look back on the active and well spent years. 

All of us interested in Natural History fully 
realize and appreciate the many fine things you have 
done in the interest thereof and I, among all the others, 
sincerely hope that you will continue for many years 
hereafter. 

With the most cordial wishes for a happy 
celebration, I am, 

Sine~ 

HR/js 

I 
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Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 
Portland 2, Oregon. 

Dear Bill: 

SAN FRANCISCO 4 

April 15, 1946 

I have a suspicion that you are not far 

ROOSEV ELT BUILDING 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFOR NIA 

CABLES-MACPAG 

from another birthday - your fiftieth, or something 
like that - and that reminds me of our ¥.iaytime fishing 
trip on the Deschutes River about ten or twelve years 
ago. Not only did I find the sport excellent and the 
company most agre,eable, but it was a great satisfaction 
to be able to identify many wild birds for you. In 
particular, I remember an Osprey, alighting on a rocky 
pinnacle, and I recall suggesting to you that probably 
it would have a nest at that point. We also saw two 
or three specimens of the Lewis woodpecker, the Harlequin 
duck and other rare birds. Still more particularly, I 
recall that I was able to enlighten you respecting 
various members of the insect world. Surely you have 
in mind the controversy between the caddis fly on the 
one ha~d and the salmon fly or stone fly, on the other 
hand. I was happy to be of this small . service to you, 
although I must confess to a feeling of some resentment 
when I picked up the Sunday edition of the Portland 
Journal a few weeks later and found a learned article 
by an alleged naturalist named Finley telling all about 
caddis flies and salmon flies, and stressing the importance 
of protecting them in their natural bushy haunts on the 
Deschutes River. It was an exceedingly good paper, 
and conforming with all scientific requirements, although 
it failed to list the present writer as an authority on 
the subject. The intervening years have somewhat dulled 
my ini~ial critical reactions. 

You and Irene will be envious when I tell you 
that we are looking forward to something of a family re-
union in the near future. Our daughter Helen Marion is 
scheduled to arrive shortly from the Hawaiian Islands 
after an absence of nearly six years. She will bring 
with her her two sons, whose acquaintance we are eager 
to make. Our son Morton and his wife will be out here 
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Mr. William L. Finley - 2 

earl~ in July. We had expected that Ronald would also 
be with us but he tells us in a recent letter that he 
has accepted a teaching position in the Woodstock School 
in the foothills of the Himalaya Mountains in India. 
He is very keen about this new assignment. Probably 
you know that Norman is teaching at the Merchant Marine 
Cadet School at San Mateo. He has a fine young son 
Ronald Scott, a little over a year old. We had a ' 
nice visit with Norman's little family yesterday. 

In the early part of July we plan something in 
the nature of a family pack trip in the upper Merced River 
country. Helen Marion, Morton and his wife and I are 
probably the only members of the family who will be able 
to make the trip. We shall pack in from the Yosemite 
Valley and shall probably make a more or less permanent 
camp at a spot which I think is particularly beautiful. 
We shall make hiking trips in various directions and you 
may be certain that we shall get our full share of rain-
bow trout, eastern brook, lochleven and golden trout. 
We are looking forward eagerly to this summer outing. 
If you and Irene could find it possible to make common 
cause with us we shall promise you a royal welcome. I 
would be most happy to take you on various excursions and 
do my best to add to your knowledge of birds and insects. 

I am stealing time in the office to write this 
letter to my old pal but my conscience does not disturb 
me in the slightest. As you know, I have always been in 
favor of more and bigger and better vacations and this is 
about the season of the year when I find myself fully justi-
fied in taking thought of the approaching summer season. 

Please dron me a l!ne when you find time. I 
always enjoy hearing from you. 

With best wishes for a Happy Birthday and 
affectionate regards to Irene and you from Daisy and 
myself, 

Sincerely, your friend, 



Dear Nill; 

ALDER GLADE 
7034 CHABOT ROAD 
OAKLAND' 11, CALIFORNIA 

April 12, 1946 

It seems to me that you are going tm have a birth-
day nretty soon. I do not remember just the date; but does 
that make any difference . Bere is congratulations or should 
it be, here are?. So you are seventy years old . Jell that 
is only four anead of me, so don't feel so smug about it . 

For some years past, I have been advertising t11e 
fact that 11 I am going to nave a birthday and it is on Feb-
ruary 2nd 11 • foll a group in which we belong, took it serious-
ly or shall I say, jocously. They gave me s. oarty and each 
one brought me cashew nuts, of which I am very fond - and 
they knew it . 

We had such a good time that all began to tell when 
their birthdays were . Their were eight in the group . The 
birthdays so happened to come in eight separate months . The 
crowd usually meets once a month at somebody's home, so we 
name the party after the one whose birthday is in that month. 
He or she gets the kind of desert he is' fondest of and pre-
sents . These are lo·,,, in cash value but of special interest 
to the recipient . F'or instance, I had remarked how embar-
rassing it was to drop the soap, when in the shower . This 
was remembered. I received a highly scented bar with a cord 
throu6h it, so it could be hung around my neck . 

These fine spring days, I get the wanderlust . \fie 
reco;nizes the symptoms. The other day she said, 11 Go get the 
picnic basket 11 • I did and she filled it with sandwiches, 
fruit and coffee . I pu in the car and she got in beside me . 

I do not like the hig.1ways , so we took the byways . 
We cut across the hil ls to Jrinda , then took the Pear Creek 
~oad , crossing the upper ends of Pinole and San Pablo 
Valleys , went down the Alhambra !alley to hartinez . There 
W'e took the ferry to Benicia . The Solano County hills were 
beautifully green. Purple lupines mixed with ~olden poppies 
were growing alonb the roadside . ':/hite faced cattle t;razed 
in the meadows . It was truly beautiful . 

On getting near to Vacaville , we turned left, going 
through Pleasants Valley and came out on the ~fonticello Joad 
about a mile from our intended lunch destination. This was 
'Swallow r'.ock 1 as I call it . £ou probably know the place . It 
is a State Bird rtefuge . There is a big lava formation on 
the edge of Putah Creek . It has a sheer side about twenty 
feet hi,;h and as wide, overhanging the creek. In the water 
is a smaller boulder, maybe ten feet across . In nesting time 
I have counted some two hundred cliff swallwos nests hanging 



. dul t birds bringing food for t e 
The air is filled with tne h:s a nest, vhe youn-=> sti ck out their 
y-oun;· . As a parent ~pproe..c ccas::;ioaly their is a mi ss , and 

"" . ti out'1.s •vide open. , . 1 . t . heads 1VJ. •1 m · . · 0 th~ uool be low·. Imrr.edia te y i is s. atched 
the morse l drons ~nt . k'-e or possibly atrout . ( I proir.ised 

ctant fis t1 a 1J1. . . • h by an expe 8 a··~ when I saw this .1appen in mia- .. ay , t at 
myse l f some year 0 j e first and find out irhether it ·:1as a 
I 1·1ould come )bs.ck. on unld be the year to do it , would 1 nt it? 

t ot This wou . trou or n • lendar to do it . * ---* It is ·,/ell, I will make a note on !D.Y ca 

so noted • ' . t. we ··1ere too early f'or t ie S'·1al lows• ':.'he Tnis ime · -
· d , shed off all of' the old nests and nll ··1es 1.,r i nter rains na .va 

ready .:'or nevi ones • , . . d 
.,, t our luncn on the creek bank a!la then JOU rni e ,. e a e .l t . t b t . t · llo T 1e red bud was in bloom e.n~ a i s es • on to Mon ice • 

The drive throu_;h the .. a.pa ountains , o m tee le a .1d iooden 
1ra lleys '.vas charming . ·:e saw e. si_:n by the side of the road 

1Friers for Sale' • . 'e bou_6ht a roaster instead and had it for 
dirmer the next day . It :1as a ,ood one . 

fo were interested in a little roadside quarr' ·11ere 
they were takin_; out fle. t paving stones . · 1'e e. qu~red as to tne 
owner and '1.unted him U!J in ::a.pa . .e quoted us a . rice en told 
us of s. truckman w10 1wuld he.ul it for us . 

le do not like our driveway . It is made of asp alt . 
Oil from the care of our ::'riends , re ls.ti ves and our o ill ei ;'1t 
yee. r old Studebaker, drips on to it . The oil contai soline 
which dissolves the asphelt and as a result , t e riveway iu .Oi 
in bad s.1ane . 'e have been inYesti";atinT all types of' d riveways 
and can f'ind none that we would like better t an one .uade of 
flat rock slabs with cement mortar bet·1een. 

So we have ordered six tons of step in~ stones , as a 
starter . This wi 11 pave a bout he. l r of' it . I am oin to o t. e 
work _myself . If you \·mnt t,o co1.1e and 1elp me, it ill be :'ree 
room a:nd board . 

Our ~uarry zran wrote triat e rock is ready for in-
spection, so tomorrow .·1e are a ··a. in ·oin ... o t ke our lunch 
e..nd _so to beautiful ·apa Count; . 
. '1!e believe that ~·1e are oin- to have b t ·... t ~ '-' us • i ..,s nes in our vard 'e h t · . . " • .. •ave no iced a pe.ir or t iem roun . is 
~ornin~ saw one of th t . "" · em r in to pull some lint from o +> of 
the l othes, line. 'le have not0 located it ret . .. 
t. . : nave been '·1orkin~ in the garden all day . Part of t e ime in mine outtinc · , . 
day i • · 1 ' , "' in some .hip Cross corn and a t of t e 
• . n :-c s . :51e went to her D A meetin t is ft ._.,ow she is '3.t ·1er d k iB . e oon . 

· es uck~n the Chiname. 1 
She joins me , Bill · of t~1e Day 1 . ' in wishin, ou 1 .,any happy returns 

Yours as ever , 



W, ROSS McCAIN, PRESID-ENT PACIFIC DEPARTMENT H. F. Ml LLS, MA NAG ER 

E. MINI 
2035 NAPA ROAD 

PHONE 2-1395 

Dear Bill: 

220 BUSH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIF. 

Jlitmt~ JittWnllmitt~Jl~r.it~ 

~~i*~ml~q'.«-~ 
INCORPORATED 1819 

VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA 

April 25, 1946 

I have just heard that you have had or are going to 
have your seventieth birthday. How anybody as ornery 
as you who will clip birds 1 feathers off women's hats 
can live to be seventy is beyond my understa 1ding. 

However there must be something go® about you because 
Irene would not have lived as long with you as she has 
and so far as the common public knows uncomplainingly. 

I knew you had a couple of hitches on me but I didn't 
think you had five. I hope you have many more as 
happy, pleasant and fulsome as both you and Irene have 
had. 

With lots of love, 

Your old pal, 

HARTFORD, 
CONN. 



ABBY WHITESIDE 

205 WEST 57TH STREET 

NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

~ ;z., / 9 .?'J:: 



Mr.W.L.Finley 
Riverby 
Jennings Lodge,Oregon. 

Shelton, Washington 

Dear Bill; So you are having another birthday. Its been more 

than forty years sinoe I first saw you and much water has gone 

ander the bridge since that time. I coant it a great privilege 

to be considered one of yoar friends, as you stand out as one 

of the great naturalists of the country. 

Your activity in the interests of w1ld life conservation 

that took you so many thousands of miles throughout America, 

and your incomparable thousands of photos and hundreds of thous 

ands feet of movie film,espeoially of bird life, is unsurpassed 

among naturalists of America. And another thing,your ability to 

watch and pho;ograph the life history of one bird,with 50 to 

slides.and to give an exceedingly interesting lecture with them, 

is,I think,unsurpassed by any one in tbe country. 

Mrs. Uiot joins me in wishing you many happy returns of the 

day and rewards for the wmrk you have done. 

Cordially yours, ' 

Cb-ZL--~ 

Willard Ayers Eliot 
Route Z Box 241 A 

Shelton Washington 
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Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, Box 910, 
Portland 2, Oregon. 

Dear Uncle Bill, 

GHOST RANCH 
ABIQUIU , NEW MEXICO 

Telegraph: Espanola, N. M. 
July 29, 1946 

Congratulations upon your promotion to Seventyl ~ot everyone 
can make it that r~r. How I wish it were possible for me to visit 
you again soon, but that doesn't seem feasible since I'll be at-
tending college ir1 Ohio . 

I was afforded much enjoyment in reading the various letters 
to you enclosed within this book. You must realize how very much 
I respect you and that I h~tve spoken of your accomplishments fre-
quently to friends in the Service as well as to :rmny in civilian 
attire . 

May you find supreme joy in reaching another milestone in the 
cycle of life. My best wishes are extended, equally, to your mos t 
fortunate life- long companion, Aunt Irene, who has helped you 
achieve your h i gh goal . 

Your admiring grandson, 

Vernon Lathrop Pack 



Palms, Calif. April 12, 1946 

My dear Bill; 

Happy Birth Day to you old pal. They come pretty 

often these days to us old timers, but what the heck,they cant 

dim the good times and the happy life we have led in the pa.st, 

something of our own choosing in the game we loved so well. 

We were not only a success in our care free existence,but 

left our mark for the future in the written word, and picture 

records for the coming generations of :naturalists. Good luck 

to these kids,and I hope they can have as much enjoyment in the 

game as we did. 

Our days spent togather in the clean outdoors will always 

remain a bright spot in my memory,and here's hoping that you 

still have a long and useful life ahead of you. 

With best wishes for you and your family on this 

occasion, I am 

Sincerely yours 

f//M.@~ 
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GEORGE PUTNAM 
Editor and Publisher 

Salem, Oregon 
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Mr. William L. Finley 
R. F. D. #10 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

TEL. MURRAY HILL 6-3841 

August 5, 1946 

AMORY HOUGHTON 
JOHN SHERMAN HOYT 
HARRY C. KNIGHT 
PAUL W, LITCHFIELD 
RAYMOND F. LOW 

It is indeed a privilege to extend congratulations to you 
on your 70th birthday. What a satisfaction you must have in 
looking back over the years at the progress that has been made 
in the field of Conservation, a progress in which you have had 
a large share during your lifetime of service. Through the 
many organizations and periodicals to which you have contributed 
your work will continue to be of value to generations of children 
yet unborn. 

I cannot refrain from telling you of an instance in the 
case of a young man's life in which he thinks you played a very 
important part. This young man is now a member of our National 
Camping and Special Events Service. He was a Scout in the Port-
land Council where you live and you were his Merit Badge Counselor 
in Bird Study. As this young man tells the story you evidently 
functioned very efficiently for it took three visits with you 
before you certified him for his Merit Badge. He says that the 
experience was most valuable to him and he is now giving his 
life to the service of other boys through Scouting. Thousands 
of boys who have come under your influence in Scouting must 
have had similar experiences as a result of your leadership. 
I think this little story is something that will make you very 
happy to know. 

With congratulations and all good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

~~t.~ 
JEW:APill[ 

ALL CO MMUNI CAT I O N S S HOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE BOY S CO U TS OF AMER I CA . 

BYRNES MAC DONALD 
WHEELER Mc;'1 1LLEN 
WILLIAM C, MENNINGER 
E. D. NIMS 
E.W. PALMER 
REGINALD H. PARSONS 
WILLIAM H. POUCH 
G. BARRETT RI CH 
EDWARD V. RICKENBACKER 
VICTOR F. RID()ER 
THEODOR E ROOSEVELT 
W. EMMETT SAMPSON 
EARL C. SAMS 
JOHN M. SCHIFF 
GEORGE ALBERT SMITH 
ROBERT P. SN IFFEN 
CHARLES L. SOMMERS 
R. DOUGLAS STUART 
THOMAS J. WATSON 
FRANKL. WEIL 
RAY LYMAN WILBUR 
FRANK W. WOZENCRAFT 

'BE PREPARED .. 
2 PA RK AVENUE . NEW YORK. N . Y. " DO A GOOD TURN DAILY" 



RAY CARR ORGANIZATION 
ad41ertising 

Citizens Bank Bldg., Portland 14, Oregon 
VErmonl 2177 

June 12,1946. 

Mr. & 1t:-s. Wm. L. Finley 
Jennings Lodge, Oregon. 

Dear Bill & Irene Finley, 

This morning I have received a letter 
from the Izaak Walton League telling of their meeting 
to honor •two of America's foreI1X>st naturalists~ and 
I most sincerely regret that we have received and 
accepted a conflicting invitation quite some time ago. 

Both Yrs.Carr and Iey"self would like very 
much to be 8.IlX>ng those who will come to pay well earned 
tribute to you very fine people. 

that 
Good 
:rrore 

rc-d 

I know this will be a grand affair and 
both of you will enjoy the long delayed tributes. 
wishes for your continued good health and many 
explorations to you both. 



MERLE BROWN, President 
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Portland, O regon 
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ONE MORE FRIEND 

GEO. RISLEY, Sec'y Treasurer 
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On your journey of life through the passing years, 
You've had much joy, and you've had some tears; 
Your li~es have been laid with devious bends 
But at every turn you've found new friends. 

There is nothing better to cheer lifers way, 
Than to form new friendships every day; 
And somehow I feel when you turn the last bend 
That waiting for you will be one more friend. 

These few lines are dedicated to 
dilliam L. and Irene ]'inley in honor 
of their lifelong devotion to the cause 
of conservation. Given at the banquet 
held in Benson liotel, Portland, Oregon, 
J"une 19, 1946. 
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EDISON VICKERS 
TREASURER 

COUNTY CHAIRMEN 

BAKER 
G . G. GORDON 

BENTON 
EARL S . HARRIS 

CLACKAMAS 
T OM LONG 

CLATSOP 
FRED THIEL 

COLUMBIA 
W . W . DILLARD 

coos 
FRED BULL 

CROOK 
M . R . BIGG S 

CURRY 
MRS . T . J . FURRER 

DESCHUTES 
L. G. BOWNS 

DOUGLAS 
EARL WILEY 

GILLIAM 
PERRY BEEKS 

GRANT 
BUCK S MITH 

HARNEY 
VICTOR J . BENCE 

HOOD RIVER 
G EORGE P . COE 

JACKSON 
V. D . MILLER 

JEFFERSON 
W . R . COOK 

JOSEPHINE 
A. J . C~K 

KLAMATH 
E . P. IVORY 

LAKE 
JOHN A. C . KING 

LANE 
LEE STUART 

LINCOLN 
ED STOCKER 

LINN 
J.!FRANC YL HOWARD 

MALHEUR 
MRS. C HLOE CARLSON 

MARION 
KENNETH BAYNE 

MORROW 
D. M . WARD 

MULTNOMAH 
G EORGE G. LAVEY 

POLK 
ANDREW CAMPBELL 

SHERMAN 
GEORG E A . POTTE R 

TILLAMOOK 
MARGARET COATES 

UMATILLA 
EVA NELSON SHOLO 

UNION 
MRS. C . J . SHORB 

WALLOWA 
U . P . M C GINNIS 

WASCO 
WIL LIS F . DARNIELLE 

WASHING TON 
MRS . MARY L . R OBERTS 

WHEELER 
JOHN S IMMONS 

YAMHILL 
IRWIN WIS ECARVER 
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.rune 24th , 1946 
NANCY HONEYMAN ROBINSON 

COMMITIEEWOMAN 

Mr . William L . and Irene Finley 
Oak Grove , Oregon 

My dear Friends : 

I received an invitation to the dinner in honor 
of you at the Benson Hotel but I did not receive 
it unti 1 after I had returne·d from the Ea s t and 
the dinner was over . 

I certainly want to express my regrets at not 
having been there to congratulate you folks 
on the fine things you have done for Wildlife . 

I hope there will be another dinner rome of 
these days which I can personally attend. 

Cordially and sincerely yours , 

LW vr 

FOR OREGON 



Please reserve __ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 

League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 

Ed Averill 

Yeon Building, 

Portland, Oregon 

, . . -
Please reserve ~ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 

League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 

"1L . !). . ~- .4r-/ -.. 
Signed 7~ //~ ~ 



Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 
Portland, Oregon 

Please reserve Z.__ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 
Leag~e Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hot::g~e: ~~<-VCP'/.A 

Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 
Portland, Oregon 

Please reserve _&__ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 
League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 
Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 

Signed~;.~ c. £. 
Jfo#-Ko5"~~1·~'f~ 
v~~-



I 

Ed Averill 

Yeon Building, 

Portland, Oregon 

Ed Averill 

Yeon Building, 

Portland, Oregon 

Please reserve ~plates for me at the Izaak Walton 

League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 

Please reserve -/- plates for me at the Izaak Walton 

League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel ., June 19, 1946. 



1· / I 
- J 

Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 

Portland, Oregon 

·- · 

Please reserve _L__ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 

League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946 . 

. '--f Ji. 
s;gne~~.-;?te.u..-:t.:1 

AR7HUR M. GREENH 
PORTLAND ZOOLO ALL. DIR£CToR 
I I 5 CITY HALL GICAL PARK 

PORTLAND 4, OREGON 

C!,/. -~~~ 
Ed Averill ~ ~r ~ A-.& .fl~ 

. I -

Yeon Building, ,....__ ~~,...,~~~.c..-c"'""-~ 

Portland, Oregon J7' :Z ~ ~. ~-- ?' ,-.__.( ~ 
4i ~ ~ __;__'7e --r 4 

Please reserve* plates for me at the Izaak Walton /~ 
League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 

Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 



Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 
Portland, Oregon 

k Walton t the lzaa 
_:::::=____ plates for me a d Irene Finley. Please reserve . William L. an 
et honoring 1946 League Banqu p M June 19, :_,_ - ~ - ,....._.., 

7 ·00 . . , ' - ... ~ 
Benson Ho~_£ ~ ~~-

~ s;~~~ 

Ed Averil/ 

Yeon Bui/ding, 
Port/and, Oregon 

Please reserve 
1 

----- Pates for me at the I k 11, Lea B zaa "•fton gue •nquet hono,;ng W;,1;.,,, L d I . 8 z:; · an rene Fin/ 
enson otef at 7 ·o~p J ey, 

· · ·, une 19, 19jt;. f · 
/ ' I ' e........ -:<-cc;(; '°'<, ~ '7-.. 

Signed '.;t/ . 



Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 
Portland, Oregon 

Please reserve_;(_ plates for me at the Izaak Walton 
League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 
Benson Hotel at 7 :OG P.M., June 19, 1946. 

s;gned~~~· 

Ed Averill 
Yeon Building, 
Portland, Oregon 

Please reserve %1ates for me at the Izaak Walton 
League Banquet honoring William L. and Irene Finley. 
Benson Hotel at 7 :00 P.M., June 19, 1946. 

Signed 
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