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Tho 0. S. C . Payrnll Allotm""t Plan fa ovoc tho top, D S ? 
thanks to the splendid cooperation of superintendents, 
foremen, leadmen, and the men designated by department 
heads to lead the drive for their departments. Many of 
these men volunteered to aid the drive and spent a lot 
of time in putting this over in their own departments. 
With all the effort and enthusiasm put behind the drive, 
it just couldn't miss. 

Special thanks are in order to all the entertainers and 
fine speakers who put on the Bond shows in the yard -;
and to the U . S. Treasury Department War Bond staff 
headed by Ray Conway, Wilbur Carl and Larry Hilaire, 
for their untiring efforts. 

Robert H . Pierce, machinist foreman , receives the 
first War Bond lrom Martin Howard, War Bond 
Department head. 

"V" BUTTONS 

" V" buttons are being distributed to leadmen in all 
departments who will, in turn, give these buttons to each 
man and his crew who have signed the Payroll Allotment 
Plan. In this way, buttons will go only to employees who 
are participating in the plan, and those who are wearing 
them will not be canvassed again. Wear your bond button 
proudly and help the drive by urging every man without 
one to subscribe to the Payroll Allotment War Bond Plan. 

What the well-dressed shipworker will wear. Here's 
Ed Bates,. shipfitter leadman, on Way 1, proudly dis
playing_ the" V " button , slif1htly oversize, to be sure, 
which means that he's investing a part of h is pay 
check in Victory! 

BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

The heat's on with the thermometer showing 90 % 
enrollment in the Payroll Allotment Plan . 

RESULTS BY DEPARTMENTS 

Here are the percentages of War Bond Participation in 
various Oregon Shipbuilding Departments at the time 
Bo's'n's Whistle goes to press. 

Marine Department ...... 100% Equipment Office. . . . . . . 99% 
Rigging Loft .. _ . . . . . . . . . 80% Outfitting Dock . . . . . . . . . 95 % 
Marine Machinists ....... 100% Electrical Department . .. .. 100% 
Yard Office Building . . . .. 89% Marine Pipe on Ways .... 90% 
Safety Office . . . . . . . . . . . 92 % Assembly Department . . . . 65 % 
Materials Accounting ... . 98 % Riveters .......... . . . ... 50% 
Plant Protection Force . ... 99% Shipwrights ............. 50% 
Building, Plant Mainten'ce . 60% Facilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 % 
General Stores Warehouse . 86% Plumbing Shop ... . ...... 50% 
Receiving Department . .. . 100% Labor Force .... .. ... .. . 55 % 
Machine Shop .. ... .. . .. 85 % Welders ................ 58 % 
Paint Shop. . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 % Shipfitters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 % 
Plate Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . 70% Sheet Metal Shop . . . . . . . . 60% 
Main Admin. Building ... 88 % Fabricated Steel Dept. . . . . 55 % 

Reaching · 90 % participation in the Payroll Allotment 
War Bond Plan means that 0 . S. C. employees are invest
ing $145,000 per week - over half a million dollars every 
month! REMEMBER, IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY 
SIGNED UP, THE PAYROLL ALLOTMENT PLAN 
DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH OTHER PLEDGES 
YOU HA VE MADE. IT'S JUST A SYSTEMATIC, 
EASY WAY TO FULFILL THOSE PLEDGES! 



BOATS, TRAINS AND BUSS ES 
for shipya d workers 

How to get to work with tires getting thinner, gas 
rationing a reality, and public transportation getting more 
crowded each day, is a terrific problem to all of us, but 
Ralph Collett, head of the 0. S. C. Traffic Department, 
brings us the answer we've all been waiting for! 

In an ambitious program under consideration by the 
Maritime Commission, Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation 
and Kaiser Co. , Vancouver, and Swan Island employees 
will soon have adequate, fast, economical transportation. 

The huge program, most of which wiil be a reality in 30 
days after its approval, involves the use of ferry boats, 
passenger trains and additional busses, which should make 
it unnecessary for most workmen to use private autos. 

BOATS 
The Maritime Commission is requisitioning two San 

Francisco Bay ferries, the "Sierra Nevada" and the "Sac
ramento." These will operate on the Willamette River 
between Swan Island and Oregon shipyards and terminals 
on the east and west sides of the river at the foot of Stark 
Street. These boats will have a capacity of approximately 
3,500 men each, and it is estimated that their speed of 14 
knots will enable men to travel from down town to the 
Oregon yard in 30 minutes. These boats will have 
facilities for meals and lunches. It is probable that trips 
will be made at the beginning and end of each shift, 
making separate trips to Oregon and Swan Island. In 
other words, there will not be a stopover at Swan Island 
for men going to the 0. S. C. yard. To make this system 
complete, the Portland Traction Company will run its 
busses down to the terminals and these will be augmented 
by additional equipment now being obtained by the 
Maritime Commission. 

TRAINS TO VANCOUVER 
From a terminal located along the Front Street seawall 

the S. P . & S. Railroad will operate trains over their main 
line to the Kaiser Co., Vancouver, yard. To begin with, 
these trains will have 12 to 15 cars, with more to be added 

as they are required. Each car will carry 66 men. More 
than one train will be used if necessary. These passenger 
trains will be given preference over ordinary passenger and 
freight trains. They will be operated for each shift and 
the travel time from the terminal on S. W. Stark Street 
will be 30 minutes. Plans will be completed immediately 
so that the operation can be put into effect within about 
30 days after USMC approval, but trains will not be 
available until the number of men employed at Van
couver warrant them. 

VANCOUVER FERRIES 
Ferry service to the Vancouver yard across the Columbia 

will begin about June 1. These 500-passenger ferries will 
dock at a terminal in the vicinity of Sunderland Road, 
east of the Portland Yacht Club on the Oregon side, and 
at a point near No. 12 way at the Kaiser Co., Vancouver, 
yard on the Washington side. 

BUSSES 
To feed the ferry and train systems, the Maritime 

Commission contemplates the purchase of 150 busses 
which will become a part of the Portland Traction sys
tem but will be used solely for shipyard workers. It is 
likely that these busses will be distributed throughout 
the city and their routes coordinated closely with Port
land Traction Company routes in order to deliver men to 
the ferry and train terminals as efficiently as possible. 
Waiting rooms or sheltered platforms will be provided 
there for passengers of both the ferries and trains. 

FARES 
Fares on the proposed shipyard city busses and ferries 

will be in line with present Portland city fares , with the 
possibility that the boats may be able to carry passengers 
for even less. 

Further information will be released to shipyard 
workers just as soon as these various means of 
transportation are made available. 
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mous Friday 'll see three boats launched, 
three new ee s~id, and three boats delivered all within 
less than 24 ours. 

and the sponsor will be 

Now, therefore, 
do hereby call upon 
Maritime Day by di ·a 
direct that the flag be disp 

In witness whereof, I hav 
States of America to be affzxe'd 

Done at the City of Washin 
Our Lord, Nineteen Hundred an 
one hundred and sixty-sixth. 

Sponsorint}, the launching of the 
SS. "John Sevier," Hull No . 229, 
on Apri l 30, was Mrs . Geo. G . 
Sherwood, wife of th ff treasurer of 
the Henry J . Kaiser Co. in Oak-

land. Durint}, the ceremonies, Mr1tL 
Sherwood and Mr. J . F. Reis ad. 
dressed shipyard workers. 

BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

Coast Distric 
Currier, Mr. arl Flesher, Pacifi Coast Regional Director 
of U. S. M C., will spea . he SS. "Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich" wiJl be launch:_,d m e record-breaking time of 
36 days fr 6. keel laying. e three ships to be delivered 
are the S : . "Samuel M od ," Hull 200; the SS. "John 
Sevier, " ull 229; arid e SS. "Jonathan Edwards," 
[lull 23 . With the de i e of the " Jonathan Edwards," 
a new ecord will be-"hun up - 60 days from keel laying 
to de very. 

A employees o d y at the time of these launchings 
are invited to atten 

other suitable places and do 
ent buildings on that day. 

and and caused the Seal of the United 

nty-seventh day of April, in the year of 
o and of the United States of America the 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Selected by Geort},e McKee, 
swing shift shipfitter helper, to 
sponsor the SS. "Jonathan Ed
wards" was Mrs . Mildred Wolcher. 

Mr . McKee was fifth in a series o!L 
shipyard workers to appoint spon · 
sors for Oregon's Liberty Ships . 
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NEW SHIPS NAMED FOR 

~ ...... OHfPUHU:elU. ~ 
L: 

It is li.tting that Oregon's Ii.nest ships should bear 
the naines of illustrious pioneers who, with heroic 
deeds, built the foundation for this great state. 
Ainong these inen for whotn Liberty Ships will soon 
be nained are: 

GENERAL CORNELIUS GILLIAM rose from Captain in the 
Black Hawk War to Colonel of the Missouri State Militia. 
Eventually he attained the rank of General, in command 
of the Oregon troops during the Cayuse War, in which he 
was killed in 1848. General Gilliam crossed the plains on 
the Old Oregon Trail in 1844 and arrived at the Tualatin 
Plains on Christmas Day of that year. Several of his 
descendants still reside in Oregon. 

GEORGE H. WILLIAMS (1820-1910) was born in New York. 
In 1853 he was appointed Chief Justice of the Oregon 
Territory by President Pierce. He was a prominent mem
ber of the Oregon Constitutional Convention in 1857, and 
Senator from Oregon from 1865 to 1871. He served as 
United States Attorney General under President Grant, 
and in later years served two terms as mayor of Portland. 

MATTHEW P. DEADY (1824-1893) came to Oregon in 1849 
and was elected to membership in the territorial legislature. 
He served for 40 years as a Judge and contributed much 
to the political, cultural and legal development of the 
state. 

HARVEY w. SCOTT (1838-1910). Mr. Scott came to Oregon 
in 1853 and became editor of the Portland Morning 
Oregonian in 1866. Except for a brief interval, he was 
editor until his death in 1910. He was recognized as one 
of the great editors of the nation and through his writings 
exercised great influence in the affairs of the Northwest. 

MARCUS WHITMAN (1802-1847) was one of Oregon's most 
famous pioneers . . He came to Oregon in 1836 with his 
wife, who was the first white woman to cross the piains. 
By taking a wagon as far as Fort Boise he opened the way 
for a wagon road to Oregon. He established a mission near 
Walla Walla, Washington, and was engaged in teaching 
the Indians agriculture as well as religion. He was inter
ested in the American settlement of Oregon, .and his 
mission provided food and rest to the pioneers of the 1840s. 
He and his wife were killed in the massacre of 184 7. 

Oregon's 34th ship, the SS . 
" Oliver Wendell Holmes," was 
launched on May 7. Sponsoring 
the launching was Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wright , wife of" Scotty" Wright, 

1 shipfitter's superintendent. The ji_·. 
attendants were Mrs . Elizabeth 
Ratcliffe and Mrs. F. A. Anger. 

JASON LEE ( 1803-1845) established the first mission in 
Oregon in 1834. He was one of the earliest advocates of 
settlement of the Oregon country and his lectures in the 
East did much to stimulate intere.st in this rich territory. 

JESSE APPLEGATE ( 1811 -1888) was born in Kentucky and 
served as Deputy Surveyor General in Missouri. He came 
to Oregon in 1843, and two years later served as a member 
of the legislative committee of the provisional government. 
Along with Matthew P. Deady, he was a member of the 
convention in 1857 which framed the early Oregon state 
constitution. He promoted the construction of a railroad 
between Oregon and California and was an important 
factor in building the state of Oregon. 

JOSEPH LANE ( 1801 - 1881 ) He served as a Major-General 
in the Mexican War. In 1S48 President Polk appointed 
him Governor of the new territory of Oregon. He was 
Oregon's first United States Senator from 1859 to 1861, 
and one historian says, "He was one of the ablest and 
most vivid personalities of his time in Western history." 

GEORGE ABERNETHY ( 1807 -1877) was born in New York 
and came to Oregon in 1840 with a band of Methodist 
missionaries. He took a leading part in commercial activ
ities, establishing commercial connections with the 
Hawaiian Islands, California and the ;\tlantic Coast and 
became the outstanding American business man of the 
Pacific Northwest. He was one of the promoters and 
owners of the first newspaper in Oregon, and was provis
ional Governor of Oregon from 1845 to 1849. 

JOHN McLOUGHLIN ( 1784-1857) Known as the father of 
Oregon, John McLoughlin was the chief factor of the 
Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Vancouver from 1824 to 
1846, and was virtual ruler of the whole territory west of 
the Rocky Mountains and north of California before 
American settlement. He rendered much needed aid to 
the incoming American pioneers, furnishing food and sup
plies. Such was his influence over the Indians that there 
were no hostilities until after his resignation from the 
Hudson's Bay Company. He laid out the town of Oregon 
City in 1842, and in 1845 he went there to live. 

Last of the recent series of yard 
workers to select ships' sponsors 
was · Mr . Solomon Maus, ·burner. 
Mrs. Maus christened the . SS. 
"Walt Whitman'," Oregon's 35th 

Liberty Ship, on May 11. The _IL·' · 
"Whitman" was 41 days from 
keel-llfl.ying to launching. 
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News and Vi-ews of 
(Above) Part of the crowd of 8,000 that Aathered at noontime, 
Thursday, May 14, to hear Gus Arnheim at the War Bond proAram 

FROM VANCOUVER 

Here are J . Frank Mahaney and Herb 
Elliot operating puncher shears in the 
huge Vancouver plate shop. 

Archie Parrott entertains noontime 
crowds at Portland's downtown Vic
tory Center on May 2nd. Patty MorAan, featured sinAer with 

Gus Arnheim' s band, does her part in 
helpinA to sell War Bonds to ship
workers. 

Pat de Brauwere, file 
clerk in the general man
ager's office at Vancouver 
was honored by members 
of the master file depart
ment when she announced 
her engagement to Frank 
Pozzi, Jr . Gus Arnheim, famed 

orchestra leader, dons 
a tin hat to entertain 
shipyard workers, -at 
the noontime broad
cast on May 14. 

Chaperone of this huge 
automatic drill in the 
Vancouver plate shop is 
R .M. Conklin, who helped 
in the construction of the 
Astoria airport before 
coming to Kaiser Co., 
Inc ., Vancouver. 

Jewell LaVelle, of the Material Ac
countinA Department, sinAs for Vic
tory Center crowds. 

l} l} l} 

(Below) Some of the Araveyard boys 
the bond show at 4:30 A. M. 

l}l}l}l}l}l}l} 

Wilma Muir, Clover 
Club entertainer, sinAs 
at the niAht-time 
bond show on May 6. 
Her husband, a chipper 
on swinA shift, and 
two brothers, Art and 
Nels Muir, work at 0. 
s . c. 

"Larruplng Leo" Swaps Gloves for Burner's Torch 

In fistic circles from coast to 
coast the narne of Leo Lomski, 
better known as the "Aberdeen 
Assassin," looms up as one of the 
world's great fighters . OreAon 
Shipbuilding Corporation can now 
boast of having this great Jeather
pusher doinA his part as a burner 
to help build Liberty Ships . 

At the age of 15 Leo joined Uncle . 
Sam's Navy, where he achieved 75 
knockouts during his two years of 

service . The scene of his first professional bout outside of 
the Navy was at Cottonwood, Idaho, where he scored a one
round knockout over Art Rhodes. He then punched his way 
to a fight with Billy Connelly, middleweight charnp of the 
West Coast, and polished him off in a quick two rounds , 

In 1914 he met Eddie Eicher, later his manager, who 

BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

tabbed Lornski the" Aberdeen Assassin," the name he has 
gone by ever since. During the next three years he met 
one top flight scrapper after another, and scored a series 
of sensational knockout victories, losinA one decision to 
Joe Anderson, whom he later manAled in a return enAa~e
ment. 

Then followed many victorious bouts, where Lomski rnet 
such men as Tiller Flowers, then middleweight champion 
of the world, Harold Mays, Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Yale Okun, over whom he punched out a decision at Madi
son Square Garden . 

In 1918 the" Aberdeen Assassin" fouAht Tommy Lough
ran for the light heavyweight championship of the world. 
Leo lost this one, principally because he broke a hand in 
the early staAes of the fiAhJ. Leo later fouAht in the Olympic 
arena in Detroit, and the Chicago Stadium, and won two 
IO-round decisions over Jimmy Braddock, ex-heavyweight 
champion of the world. He has a son in the Navy, who 
has becorne quite a fighter himself and plans on turni"ng 
professional when he gets out of the service. 



Oregon Shipbuilders 

RAY CONWAY':; CROW 
•tlt '! GU !JO 'Yo 

OW H EAT~ THF CR ~ 

LET'S GO t 

J. M. Howard, head of the War Bond 
Department, points a. finger of doom at the 
sign which seals the fate of "Blackie," 
shipyard crow, scheduled to be on Ray 
Conway's menu soon. 

You can't very well 
lose a war when you 
have people like Brooks 
/JP Sons on your side. 
Dad is 0 . C. Brooks, 
layout .man on the 
ways. Son Horace is a 
lieutenant in the 641st 

Tank Destroyer Bri
Aade, probably now in 
Australia . Each .month 
he sends ho.me $100 to 
buy War Bonds! An
other son, an ar.rny 
enAineer in Hawaii, 
writes," Keep pluAAinA 
on that end and I 'll do the same 
here ... " 

SWAN ISLANDERS 

" This is the first 
rubber-tired crane I ' ve 
ever operated, and they 
really have the stuff," 
says W . R. FitzAerald, 
crane operator in the 
Kaiser Co. Portland 
Tanker Shipyard. 
''Fitz" has been in the 
construction business for 35 years, 
and recently ca.me from Grand Coulee. 

Another of the early 
birds at Swan Island is 
H . E. Benton, truck 
driver, helpinA to haul 
material for the fast
ArowinA yard. "I've 
never seen so .much 
activity in my life," 
says Mr . Benton, who 

has been workinA for K . C. I . since the 
14th of April. 

Meet Bob Nelson, 
chief clerk in the per
sonnel office at K . C.I., 
Swan Island. Bob has 
had a Jot of traininA in 
personnel manaAe
.rnent, havinA done re
search work for the U. 
S. Employment Serv
ice. He was born and raised in Port
land, attended Grant HiAh School, and 
later studied at the University of 
Colorado . 

PAYCHECK NOTICE 
Get your check on pay day if possible! 

Checks should be called for at the time 
office not later than Friday or Saturday 
following payday. After 10 days the checks 
are sent to the paymaster's office, where 
the employee must go to the window 
marked " Old Checks" in order to get paid. 
A good deal of delay and red tape can be 
eliminated if the employee will pick up 
his check on his regular pay day. 

PLEASE PASS 

WE'LL TAKI YOUR WORD FOR IT I 

(without pictures!) 

Please keep your camera in its case, 
or better yet, don't carry it! 

Even thouAh you are affiliated with 
the OreAon ShipbuildinA Corporation 
or Kaiser Co., Inc., it is aAainst war
time restrictions to take snapshots 
and pictures of the Arounds, vessels, 
or anythinA pertaininA to the industry 
and defense area. We can appreciate 
and understand why you .rniAht like to 
have pictures of what you, flS a work
.man or employee, represent, but it is 
imperative that w e do not overstep 
this rulinA. Your cooperation in this 
matter will be Areatly appreciated. 

ROGER SMITH, 
Chief of Guards. 

LonA before most of us 
were born, 51 years aAo 
in fact, James Peter 
McDonald, shipwriAht 
on Araveyard keel-lay
inA AanA, was buildinA 
ships. Now 67 years old, 
Mr. McDonald helped 
build the first sub.mar
ine in America followinA the Spanish
American war. He also helped to build 
the larAest wooden sailinA ship ever 
launched, the 3300-ton "Roanoke," 
a four-.rnast square riAAer. Says Mc
Donald," I've worked on a hell of a Jot 
of ships and in a Jot of shipyards in 
.my day, but I never dreamed I'd live 
to see ships built as fast as we build 
the.rn at OreAon ." Mac is buyinA War 
Bonds, too - a $50 bond every week! 
After the war he intends to Ao back to 
his cattle ranch in Wyo.rninA. 

The cartoon on this page was submitted 
by Karl Kleeb, control clerk in the Plate 
Shop, swing shift. Karl is a well-known 
Portland commercial artist, who for many 
years has operated his own studios. 

THE RAZOR BLADES 

If anythinA ever happens to 
Super .man, he shouldn' t be .missed 
for lonA, for Louis A. Zanon, lead
.man pipefitter, could easily take 
his place for all-around durability 
and intestinal fortitude . 

Zanon was once known as the 
Hu.man Pin Cushion . LookinA 
forward to the day when there 
.rniAht be a shortaAe of steel for 
pins, he became a circus fire -eater 
and a connoiseur of all sorts of 

"John has been so impatient lately." 

liAht hardware ranAinA from razor blades to carpet tacks. 
DurinA his career, Louis spent three .months of every year 
in sideshow work with Barnum /JP Bailey, and found these 
feats of diAestion and self-punishment excellent traininA 
for his career as a wrestler, which took up the remainder 
of his ti.me. 
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The shipbuilders of yesterday didn't even say it couldn't 
be done. They wouldn't give it that much thought! Had 
anyone suggested such a dream, possibly they would have 
said, "You're crazy - that 's the raving of a crackpot!" 

And why shouldn't they? Men have been building ships 
for centuries. ~nd today in all the great shipyards of the 
world they have been building them speedily, feverishly
with all the engineering and construction shortcuts known 
to the best brains of many crafts. 

It was simply impossible! 

And so we're doing it! 

Rising today in our great Kaiser Company Vancouver 
yard is the Deck House Assembly Building within whose 
vast walls will shortly start the greatest single piece of 
prefabrication in modern shipbuilding - the greatest 
single advance in shipbuilding in the history of the in
dustry. Complete deck houses! Seven at a time! Weighing 
200 tons apiece! Forty-seven rooms apiece! Complete 
from plumbing to electric fixtures, from galley to showers! 
Skidded out of the building on giant sleds and hoisted by 
massive cranes onto the ship! 

Yes, a miracle is about to happen. A miracle in assembly 
line production, a miracle that speeds the day of doom 
for Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito. 

The Deck Houses will be constructed on an assembly 
line with seven Deck Houses under construction at one 
time. Each one will be erected on giant 40-ton steel sleds 

~ BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

and moved forward on greased skids. From the Plate Shop 
shaped steel will be moved to the Assembly Building, to 
be fabricated into sections weighing up to eight tons. 
Flat cars and trailers will then move the sections to the 
head of the Deck House building where erection will 
begin by welding the sections together. As each specialized 
craft has finished its part in the assembly, the sled will be 
skidded ahead to the next department. 

Each department will have shops and storage space for 
materials along the assembly line. When the Deck House 
emerges from the building, the Bridge Deck and the Boat 
Deck will be 100 % completed! All electrical work will be 
finished, all piping and plumbing, all woodwork installed, 
all painting done, all linoleum laid - even the furnishings 
will be in place. 

The ship, when launched in the ways nearby, will be 
towed into the Deck House slip. Here . two mammoth 
bridge cranes will lift the completely assembled Deck 
House onto the hull. Some lift! Some cranes! Each has 
135 tons capacity - probably the largest ever built for 
any kind of merchant marine construction I Just how to 
lift this enormous weight without racking and twisting 
partitions and sections is a sizeable engineering feat in 
itself. This has been solved by calculating 16 lift points to 
equalize the load and by bracing between bulkheads in 
the upper deck. The Deck Houses will then be welded to 
the hull, and it is estimated that the time required for this 
welding will be only one shift! 

What does all this mean? More men working with 
greater efficiency - less congestion on the ways and on 
the outfitting dock - more ships in less time. It is ex
pected that this revolutionary new method of construction 
will cut off at least two weeks in outfitting time - that a 
completely assembled Deck House will emerge from the 
Assembly Building every 86 hours. 

It was simply impossible! 

And so we're doing it! 



SWAN ISLAND 
Building an assembly line that will tum out huge oil 

tankers in 8 weeks is big business, and the men at Swan 
Island are going all out, with their goal for keel laying 
set in July and the first launching in October. New pre
fabricating methods far ahead of the best tanker yards in 
America promise to cut tanker construction records in 
half. The tremendous oil tankers will have a tonnage of 
21 ,000 dead weight tons, twice that of a Liberty Ship. 
New specifications call for a boat 52372 feet long, 68-foot 
beam, and 30-foot draft. 

Decking will soon be laid on this 3,930-foot long 
dock where oil tankers will be fitted out . 

From the biggest construction job in the world 
at Grand Coulee Dam comes this Hammerhead 
Gantry Crane which, when complete, will have a 
220-foot span and a lifting capacity of 15 tons. 
It runs on a 1100' track through the storage area. 

Cutting away a sloping underwater foundation 
for Swan Island's 8 tanker outboard ways, the 
dredge "Clackamas" pumps earth into a SO-acre 
tract opposite Swan Island to forq:i a parking area 
for 7,000 cars. 

Two men were injured - one 
seriously - in this blast caused 
by leaving a JeakinA acetylene 

DONtT DROPhinatoolbox. 

THAT BOMB 
We're talking about oxygen and acetylene, and we're 

talking to every man who has anything to do with these 
highly essential but also highly dangerous gasses. 

You can't build ships without oxygen and acetylene but, 
brother, you're liable not to be around to build ships if 
you forget t.o treat these potent gasses with respect. If 
they get loose in an inner bottom, tank or any other closed 
compartment on our ships, all it takes is a spark, or open 
flame, to tum them into explosive power as destructive 
as a bomb dropped from a plane. 

Every burner and welder knows- and they should never 
forget- the penalties of carelessness when working with 
these gasses. It is the duty of every foreman, leadman, 
safety engineer and more experienced workman·to instruct 
new workers on the proper uses of oxygen and acetylene. 

Greatest danger lies in the failure of the burner or 
welder to disconnect the oxygen and acetylene hose at 
the manifold or tank after he has finished his job. An 
oversight of this kind may result in a fire or explosion 
when another workman turns on the wrong valve at the 
manifold. Hose must not be kinked or crimped while 
changing torches. Always be sure to tum off the gas at 
the pressure regulator. 

Treat hoses with loving care - place them away from 
main traffic lanes, away from sharp .comers or objects -
away from oil or grease. Hoses with inside walls damaged 
by flashback - any hose that needs repairing - must be 
sent to the repair shop. Don't attempt to patch it with 
tape. 

Just one more don't and we'll call it a day - don't 
light torches from a welder's arc, a burner's torch, or from 
a match. Wool or leather jumpers or overalls are more 
fire resistant than cotton. Low shoes with unprotected 
tops are to be avoided. 
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No. 3 of a Series 

HOW LIBERTY SHIPS ARE BU-IL 
MOLD LOFT 

Though most ships are named for men, we think and 
speak of them as feminine, and being a dressmaker to one 
of these chubby females is one of the most interesting 
tasks in shipbuilding. There is no "two-way" stretch to 
the steel in a ship's plates, and not only must the overall 
shapes be laid out accurately, but every curve in her 
buxom figure must be provided for with accurate patterns. 

Beginning with carefully checked blueprints, the making 
of all ships' patterns takes place in the mold loft. The 
huge floor of the mold loft, 130 feet wide by 260 feet long 
at Oregon, is smooth and even, unhampered by pillars or 
posts. This floor is marked out with actual size diagrams 
taken from the various engineering blueprints. From 
these lines, templates of either spruce or sugar pine are 
constructed. 

In preparing the templates the loftsinan first lays out 
upon the floor of the mold loft a full size body plan of the 
ship. From these lines the structural portions are developed 
and many plans, such as inner bottoms, frames, bulk
heads, outer shells, and others are laid out on the mold 
loft floor at the same time. Each template, regardless of 
it~ size, represents an important part of the ship and is 
marked accordingly, and all information, such as the 
location of holes, stiffeners, brackets, etc., is indicated on 
the templates by code markings. Wooden patterns are 
then carefully shellacked to preserve these letters and 
figures. These are the same hieroglyphics which are later 
painted on the steel itself during the later stages of 
fabrication. 

Below the mold loft in a storage area of over 20,000 
square feet, templates and duplicates are kept in bins and 
racks. In this storage there passes a complete turnover of 
patterns approximately every two weeks, making an 
average of about 650 templates going in and out of storage 
every 24 hours, or about one every 2 Yz minutes. Twelve 
template carriers and two clerks are kept busy on each 
shift, storing and carrying templates to and from the 
plate shop where they are used in laying out the ship's 
plates. 

Templates range in size from 1 % " x %:'" x 1
3
6 ", which 

is a clip to hold the toggle pin chain on the forward gun 
ammunition hatch, to a second deck plate measuring 
85' x 32' 6". In every stage of template making the 
greatest care must be exercised. There is no tolerance for 
error in any 9f these operations. After all initial patterns 
have been made, the loftsman's principal job is to repair 
damaged templates and to make duplicates. Master sets 
of templates used in the V~ncouver yard were made at 
0. S. C. Consequently, the mold loft at Vancouver is only 
half the size of the one at Oregon. 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT SHIPS? 
Here are 25 more True and False statements about ships' 

terms. Score 4 points for each correct answer. 85-100 is 
excellent; 70-80 fair. Look for the answers on pa!Je 11 , col. 2. 

TRUE 
1. Scuppers are used to fasten down the lifeboats . D 
2. A seam is the line where the edges of plates meet 

when joining each other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
3. The shaft alley is not watertight . . . . . . . D 
4. A shipfitter is a man who makes templates, 

marks, assembles, and fastens in place plates 
and shape for the hull of a ship. . . . . . . . D 

5. The skin of the ship means the plating. D 
6. The stem is the bow of the ship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
7. The stern is the after part of a ship.. . . . . . . . . . D 
8. The tank top is the plating laid on the floors of 

a ship........ .. ....... D 
9. A transverse bulkhead is a partition running the 

full length of a ship . . . . . D 
10. The sliding ways remain stationary when aves-

sel is launched . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
11. Holds are numbered starting with No. 1 forward 

and going aft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
12. The center line of the ship is any line running 

through the center of the ship fore and aft . D 

BO'S'N'S WHISTLE 

FALSE 

D 

D 
D 

D 
D 
D 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

TRUE FALSE 

13. The rows of plates on a ship are called strakes . . D 
14. The decks on a ship are numbered from the bot-

tom up .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
15. Longitudinal bulkheads run athwartship ... . . . . D 
16. Water lines run perpendicular to the surface of 

the water .... . . .. .... .. ..... ... ....... . . D 
17. Starboard means the left-hand side looking from 

aft to forward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
18. Aloft means between the main deck and the 

tank top .... . .. . ......... . .... . ........ . D 
19. The chains for handling the cargo are' stored in 

the chain locker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
20. Chocks are deck fittings used for the mooring 

lines to pass through . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
21. The coaming is a frame used to reinforce the 

hatch opening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
22. Cribbing supports the main deck. . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
23. The bridge deck is a partial deck extending from 

side to side about amidship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 
24. The funnel is used to allow the escape of smoke 

and gases from the ship's engines or boilers . . D 
25. Quarters on a ship means the four quart.ers of 

the quadrant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D 

D 

D 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 
D 

D 

D 

D 



HOMES 
The Housing Service at Oregon Shipbuilding Corpora

t ion is in urgent need of information regarding living 
quarters of any kind. This information should be tele
phoned to the Housing Department, UNiversity 3611, 
where it will be relayed to the Personnel Offices in Van
couver, Swan Island, and the downtown Personnel Office 
at SW 12th and Stark Street. A daily list of living quarters 
is supplied to each office and carefully checked to avoid 
listing homes and apartments which have already been 
rented. Workmen wanting housing information should 
consult these Personnel Offices, except in the case of 
0. S. C ., where inquiries should be directed to the Housing 
Department itself. 

JOB TRAINING 
Because of the shortage of oxygen, training in burning 

has been discontinued in the yard welding school and 
greatly curtailed in the public school system. It is hoped 
that these courses will be resumed when greater oxygen 
production facilities are available. 

Departments at Benson Polytechnic and Jefferson High 
School are cooperating in the training of members in the 
cost accounting department. The course for identification 
of materials, labor costs, and assignment of account 
numbers has been developed by Del Burch, with the 
assistance of Norman Brown and Harry Steel. Additional 
classes of this type will be formed to meet the needs of 
clerks in the general and outfitting stores. Applicants for 
these classes must be employed in the shipyard and all 
requests for training should be made to Del Burch in 
room 219 at the 0 . S . C . main office. 

FLAGS 
Thanks to M. G. Holt, a painter in the yard, for his fine 

design of a proposed Oregon Shipbuild~ng Company flag. 
With the "E " flag, the ' \Merit" flag, the "Victory Eagle" 
flag, the United States Maritime flag, and our national 
emblem flying over the plant at 0. S. C., Holt suggested 
we have our own company represented by a flag. Here's 
an opportunity for flag designers. Send your sketches and 
ideas to the Bo's'n's Whistle, and we'll start a flag 
designing contest. 

SELF QUIZ FOR EFFICIENCY 

Is everything ready? 

Have I forgotten anything' 

Is everything neat? 

Is everything complete? 

Have I forgotten anything' 

Is every thing back in its place? 

EARL C . BULLOCK, 
Warehouse Office. 

Thanks also to t he following for recent contributions: SAFETY SUGGESTIONS: 
Mr. K . Kelsey, Mn. Don A. Smith. POEMS: R. L . Enge, Charles Castner, Mn. 
Curtis E . Pierson, Mn. Lucille Blowers, L. L . Lefler, Mn. A. F . Schefter, I . R. 
Otis. MISCELLANEOUS: " Red" M it chell , W . S. Alden, Adolph Frenzel, Mn. 
David C . King, Mr. M . G. Holt, Mn. Myron M . Johnson . PRODUCTION: Mr. 
H. Berney. 

LAUNCHED 
DELIVERED 

JUST A YEAR 
AGO THIS WEEK 

39 
33 

Rear Admiral Howard L. Vickery of the USMC di
rects the laying of the first keel on May 19, 1941 

Just a year ago on May 19, 1941, the keel for the 
"Meriwether Lewis" was laid on Way 8, and on the same 
day the keel for the "Star of Oregon" was laid on Way 7. 
At that time, 9 ways were partially completed, piling still 
going on on Ways 10 and 11. The Plate Shop was about 
40% completed and partially roofed, and the Warehouse 
and Fitting Stores were just sta,rted. 

On May 19, 1941, the outfitting dock was still on blue
prints, with dredges pumping in the fitting out basin. 
Only the mold loft, main office and yard office were 
completed. 

Already at work were 1,542 men. Contrast this with our 
huge 31,000 man payroll today. Little did Admiral Vickery 
think that in a year 0. S. C. would launch 39 boats and 
deliver 33. For then he spoke of launchings in February, 
1942, actually 5 months later than the first launching took 
place. 

The happenings of the year have been tremendous! 
Next year's achievements will be greater - they must be 
to win the war! 
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