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JP: Good evening and welcome to the Oregon Historical Society and welcome to 

what promises to be an outstanding evening. I often – when in the presence of such 

power and such influence and such history – think about my mother. [Laughs.] My late 

mother who I think could best be described as – at least was described at one point as a 

second wave feminist. She did not have the opportunity to be in the state Legislature or 

to be politically active in a visible way. She was a teacher and a widow and remained a 

widow from the age of forty until she died in her eighties. But during that whole period 

she exhibited the kind of strength and determination and commitment to having an 

influence on the environment around her and she did the things she could in terms of 

community involvement. She was a poll watcher for 40 years. She said they had to take 

her because she was the only Democrat in the county.  

But I think all of us who remember those times have great admiration for the 

courage and the kind of legacy that has been left by the people that we have here. And it 
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was not just a short-term blurb on a screen. It was something that profoundly affected the 

quality of public life in states like Oregon and perhaps particularly in Oregon. But it also 

profoundly affected the quality of life for individuals who saw what could happen when 

you took on the mantle of trying to make a difference in people’s lives. So, I’m especially 

honored to have these four women with us tonight to talk about their perspectives on 

what happened during the 1970s and their role in that, especially in the state Legislature 

and on some really crucial policy issues.  

To facilitate the discussion tonight we’re also fortunate to have Professor Melody 

Rose from Portland State University. She’s on the faculty of the Hatfield School there. 

Professor Rose received her Ph.D. from Cornell University and she’s authored a number 

of articles and a book and has done analysis of abortion politics and policy in Oregon. 

She is also working on a book now called Reproductive Rights in the 21st Century. I think 

what may seem particularly relevant tonight is that she recently became the executive 

director of the NEW, capitals N – E – W, Leadership Oregon. It’s an affiliate of a national 

leadership development network which partners with Rutgers to offer political leadership 

training programs to college women in Oregon. It’s dedicated to inspiring and educating 

the next generation of women leaders in our nation. Professor Rose has a wide range of 

community experience and involvement. She has an interest in citizen engagement. 

She’s on the board of directors for the classroom law project. She’s an activist in her own 

right and so it is with a great deal of pleasure that I introduce Melody Rose to facilitate 

the evening. [Audience applause.] 

 

MR: Excuse me while I lower the microphone a good foot here, John. Thank you so 

much for having me here. I want to thank, first of all, John for the lovely introduction and 

also all of the staff here at the O.H.S. [Oregon Historical Society] who have worked so 

hard on this event – in particular Cara and Tania, Karen, Alex and many of the volunteers 

here. I also would like to just give you a few program notes before we begin so you 

understand the layout of the evening and how we’re going to proceed. I’m going to be 
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asking, after an introduction, our guests here tonight some important questions about the 

1970s and their contributions to that time in Oregon’s history.  

And we will also be having a time, at about eight o’clock to take questions from 

the audience. So here’s how that will work. When you came in, you all found note cards 

on your seats. As we’re going through our panel discussion please feel free to write 

down any questions that you have for the panelists. When you’ve written your questions 

you may pass your cards into the center aisle. If you need a pencil please raise your hand 

and someone from the O.H.S. staff will provide you with a pencil. Okay? And I’ll make an 

announcement as we approach eight o’clock when the O.H.S. will be collecting your 

question cards from you.  

 So, what a job it is to introduce these women. It’s an amazing opportunity and I’m 

very honored to be on the same stage with these four incredible leaders in Oregon. And I 

would just say that it’s very tempting to go through their biographies and tell you each 

and every one of their contributions. But, if I were to do that you would hear much more 

from me than you would from them because the list is so long. And what I would like to 

do, instead of giving you each and every one of their accomplishments is just make a few 

brief introductory remarks about the things that these incredible women have in common 

and then we’ll move quickly on to questions for them because I know it is they who you 

want to hear from.  

I would like to think about these women as being a collective force in the 1970s. 

Of course, as individuals they’re incomparable. But as a group they’re truly an amazing 

gift to this state. And so let me just tell you a few of the things that make them an 

amazing collective. All of them of course became actively involved in politics earlier in 

their lives as they responded to very significant historic events, both at national and state 

levels. So they have that in common. They all, of course as you know from the advertising 

for this evening, converged on the state Legislature in 1973, although they were playing 

different roles in that year: Kafoury as a lobbyist, Paulus in her second term in the Lower 

Chamber, Katz in her first term in the Lower Chamber, Roberts as a veteran senator or as 

some would call her, the godmother of us all. [Audience laughs.]  
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Collectively, this group is responsible for many firsts in Oregon women’s history. 

And I would just like to highlight a couple of those very important firsts. We had the first 

woman to hold statewide office in Norma Paulus. The first woman judge on the Oregon 

Court of Appeals and later the first woman justice on the Oregon Supreme Court in Betty 

Roberts. The first woman Speaker of the House in Vera Katz. What’s so significant too is 

that these women didn’t stop there. They began there, and as you know of course they 

have all moved on to further office and are all still powerful, influential, wonderful 

mentors in our lives today. But, perhaps what really they have in common is some of their 

amazing gifts. They all had the drive, the intelligence, the passion, the fortitude and the 

just plain moxy to do what they did in the 1970s. So, would you to please join me in 

welcoming the fabulous four, the granddames of Oregon politics, the Honorable Mayor 

Vera Katz, the Honorable Superintendent Norma Paulus, The Honorable Justice Betty 

Roberts, and the Honorable Commissioner Gretchen Kafoury. [Audience applause.] 

 Now, let’s get to what you really want to hear, which are the wonderful stories that 

these women can provide us. I would like to start with something that might seem like a 

simple question: Why did you get involved in politics? And I’ll ask the mayor to start and 

then each woman in succession to briefly tell us what it is that motivated you to jump in 

with both feet? 

 

KATZ:  I’m thinking there are a couple of pieces of it. First, Bobby Kennedy, 

primary in Oregon in 1968. Martin Luther King, the civil rights movement of the 1960s. 

Looking for our own issue and finding it in Portland in the 1970s when I wanted to have 

lunch at Perkins Pub in the basement of Lippman and Wolfe and was told that I couldn’t, 

not during lunch hours because I would take up the table and would be there too long 

while the men needed to eat quickly and move on to go to work. 1972. Same thing in 

Meier and Frank – you had to be accompanied by a male. Couldn’t have a drink at the 

Benson bar and on and on. And then, and I’m sure you’ll hear about the City Club that 

wouldn’t allow women in. And all of a sudden, yes, I picketed for Cesar Chavez on the 
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grape boycott and worked for Bobby Kennedy and went down to the Legislature to lobby 

for farm workers.  

But the issue that really struck me, the issue that I think I was looking for was the 

injustice toward women. And here in this very cultured city, women were second class 

citizens. So, that and the fact when I was in lobbying at the Legislature in 1971, I was 

absolutely appalled, 1969 and 1971, at the fact that there were no sunshine laws, no open 

meeting laws, and backroom deals were very common and you couldn’t really 

understand what was happening in the Legislature unless you were there every single 

day. I found such injustice in that. That also was one of the motivators that led me to think 

about running for public office, but it was also another individual and that was Neil 

Goldschmidt at that time that was running for city council and for the mayor’s office and 

he learned the politics from Bob Packwood and I learned the grassroots politics from Neil 

Goldschmidt and then made a decision to run for the Legislature in 1972. 

 

MR: Thank you. Superintendent Paulus? 

 

PAULUS: Oh, thank you. Well, how did I get involved in politics? I think I always was 

in a way because I was class president in Burns High School – it was a big deal – when I 

was senior. But when I moved to Salem and eventually got into law school and graduated 

from law school I graduated with the man who is now the chief justice of the Supreme 

Court, Wally Carson. And my husband and I were married and we’d met – we actually 

met in a tavern but I always tell publicly that we met while in law school. We were in law 

school but I met him in a tavern. [Audience laughs.] Anyway, at the time I graduated and 

passed the bar I had our first child, who was about two months old then. And when Wally 

Carson decided, after we’d graduated from law school, decided that he wanted to run for 

the Legislature as his uncles and aunt had done, they were lawyers, I asked my husband, 

I said, “Well, what do you think? Do you think I should help Wally do it?”  

And he said, “Well, he’s really a fine person. I think it’d be a very good thing.” So 

my two little kids and I would be all over the county putting up Wally Carson’s signs and I 
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got very involved in politics and then went with Wally and came up here and met people 

that were liberal Republicans running the system up here. A lot of very energetic young 

businessmen and their wives and women that were just getting into the workforce. So 

that’s how I got involved in politics. I did what all women did then. I helped men get 

elected.  

Well, then when my daughter was just about ready to go to school I was 

approached by some women who had children in school and they weren’t satisfied with 

it and they asked me, since I was a young lawyer, which was unusual at that time, to go 

with them and to lead their cause in the Legislature. And I went down there with these 

women to start the Talented and Gifted Program which we now have. It was called E.A. 

then. And they’d done all the homework and I was their spokeswoman and there were 

no people that showed up to this hearing. It was published and we into the Capitol and 

no one showed up. Well, there was a man that I knew who at that time was a Democrat. 

He was a Teamsters Union man and I recognized him from some social thing and I went 

over I grabbed him by the sleeve and I said, “L.B. what is this? There’s a hearing 

scheduled and there’s on one here.” Well he went in and got them out of the back end of 

the room and then we had a hearing and actually got the thing started at that time. But 

that was my first experience.  

So I decided when Wally Carson would run for the Senate, and this was before 

single member districts. Vera was elected in 1973 and that’s when we had the single 

member districts based on Baker vs. Carr. But I ran county – you had to run county-wide 

at that time. So I told Wally, I said, “When you run for the Senate and we get you elected 

to the Senate I’m going to run for your House seat.”  

And he said, “Oh, no. Don’t bother doing that. This county would never elect a 

woman.” But I decided that I would run and I did. And I spent $5,000 in one year and I 

had maybe three coffees a day and I had a very mixed bag of people that I had to 

convince and won very handily, and that’s how I got into politics. But I had hundreds of 

people that were excited about working on a political campaign and I just had hundreds 
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of people helping me and doing a lot of different things. So that was my first venture into 

politics. 

 

MR: Justice Roberts? 

 

ROBERTS: Well I began a little earlier than the three other women sitting here. I ran 

first for the Legislature in 1962 as a result of really two professors at Portland State who 

had influenced me tremendously in becoming aware of public issues. One was Marko 

Haggard who was a political science professor and one was Ben [Pedro?] who was my 

forensics coach. I have to back up a little bit and say that I also was not one those that 

got involved in politics as a young woman, if 30s is old. Because when I was 32, I went 

back to school as a sophomore while we lived out in La Grande at Eastern Oregon 

College. My husband then was transferred to Portland and working for the bank and the 

professor told me at Eastern Oregon, “You have to continue your schooling. There is a 

brand new school in Portland, I don’t even remember its name but it was just created by 

the Legislature. You must go and find that school.”  

Well, of course I did and it was Portland State. And that’s – you know Portland 

State had finally, the idea had finally reached the outer parts of Oregon so at least that 

professor could tell me that I should go on to school.  

Two of my daughters are here tonight, and I think two sons are not, but I had four 

children at that time. I was a very traditional 1950s housewife. I played bridge, took care 

of the kids, stayed home, P.T.A. [Parent Teacher Association] president. I played bridge 

and learned a little bit about golf because we, as a banker we joined the country club 

and I was doing all the things that a 1950s wife does. But in 1955 I just decided – “I need 

to go back to school.” I’d had one year in Texas as a freshman and so when Marko and 

Ben, and of course other things that I’d learned at Portland State, and became a teacher 

and started teaching seniors social studies. I was teaching them about the issues of the 

day.  
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It all just seemed very natural that my next step was to run for the Legislature. In 

1962, I was defeated. That was a sorry defeat. I was very unhappy. I was embarrassed by 

a defeat and said, “It will never happen again.” Well, it did later, but not for the 

Legislature. I ran again in 1964 and I was serving on a school board then so I knew I 

could get elected to something, because I’d been elected to the school board. I served in 

the 1965 and 1967 sessions in the House, then was elected in a very hard campaign in 

1968 barely beating my opponent and that was countywide too then, and went to the 

Senate.  

And so I was in the Senate in 1968, 1969, and in 1971, Norma showed up, and in 

1973, Vera showed up, and you can’t imagine how wonderful that was for me because 

there had been only two people there, Betty Brown and Connie McCready and I, who 

had any rapport and any concern really about some women’s issues. And we did work 

together. And in 1973, Gretchen was the lobbyist for the Woman’s Rights Coalition. And 

so in 1973 that’s kind of when all of this begins that you want us to talk about tonight. We 

all four made quite a team in that Legislature and sort have been working on it ever 

since. 

 

PAULUS: First time I ever saw Vera was when I was sitting up on the counter like this 

in the basement, a big hearing room and she was there just bold as brass in the corner. 

She was there on gun control and she was mad. [Laughs] And the first time I ever saw 

Gretchen was when I was a legislator in the 1971 session. I went to everything I was 

invited to. That’s what I did no matter where it was. My husband once said, “If there were 

four chicken pluckers in four corners,” I’d be there. So I get this invitation to go to the 

coffee room in Meier & Frank in Salem for something. I don’t know what she called it but 

it was a Saturday morning and I get down there and I thought, boy this was a ragtag 

group if I ever saw it. And here this woman is up in the front just brandishing this – I don’t 

know what she had in her hand, but she was on fire with women’s rights and the equal 

rights amendment. And she just turned me right on to the Equal Rights Amendment. I 

was there an hour and I thought, “Boy I’m going to follow her.” 
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MR: And on that note can we move then to – I have a special question actually for 

Gretchen Kafoury with whom I work and so we’ve been chatting about these questions 

for a while and my question for you, Gretchen: Could you explain for us – the other three 

have already touched on this of course, but could you explain for us the political climate 

both locally and nationally that you were all experiencing in this time? So set us up? 

 

KAFOURY: Well, Vera started it when she mentioned the civil rights and other issues 

that were going on, the anti-war movement. There was a tremendous amount of energy. I 

call it the “heady times” because certainly we were pretty passionate about one issue or 

another and out of all that, late 1960s, bubbled up this new to us notion of equal rights for 

women. Not a new notion, Seneca Falls was 1848 for heaven’s sake, but for us it was new 

and suddenly many of us said, “Well this is about me. This is our issue. It isn’t this issue or 

that issue – it’s our issue.” So I was, I think, on a little different path from the rest because 

I went after the Bobby Kennedy and did some national defeats. I said, “Oh, I’ve got to get 

involved in issues. I’m tired of the political side.” So, I got involved with the women’s 

political caucus, which is where we got Norma down for the Meier & Frank in Salem and 

began working with other women in Portland who were on the Council for Women’s 

Equality – Eleanor Davis – Eleanor do I see you back there? 

 

ROBERTS: Yes, you do?  

 

KAFOURY: Our mother. Betty’s a mother of the Legislature, but Eleanor was our 

mother. She was so perfect in the role. 

 

PAULUS: Yes she was. 

 

KAFOURY: Because when Eleanor – when Norma describes how ragtag I was with 

ponytails and who knows what else… 
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PAULUS: First time I’ve ever gone into a room where they were bra-less. [Audience 

laughs] 

 

KAFOURY: I wasn’t. N – O. That’s a myth. But Eleanor was perfect. She was older, 

mature very soft spoken and it began really this buildup to the 1973 sessions because 

Eleanor, in the Council for Women’s Equality, had pulled in many of the groups that I was 

in, the Women’s Political Caucus, NOW, the National Organization for Women, we’d 

started all these groups. Everybody started groups in those days. It was big join-up time. 

And Eleanor pulled us together in October or November, leaders of each of the groups 

and said, “We need to go to Salem on January the 8th,” or whenever it started, and ratify 

the E.R.A. [Equal Rights Amendment]. So within a couple of months we had raised a little 

bit of money, they hired me as the lobbyist, we showed up in Salem, Vera was new, 

Norma was back for second term, we had our Dean Betty. She pulled the women 

legislators together. There were…  

 

PAULUS: Twelve. 

 

KAFOURY: Nine in the House and two in the Senate. I think there were 11. 

 

PAULUS: There were 12, I think. 

 

KAFOURY: Anyway, 11 or 12. And we went full-bore on the E.R.A. We had a couple 

hearings. I won’t go into all the details. I think Melody’s going to write this up for us, but 

on February the 8th, in one brief month we had ratified the E.R.A. [Audience applause.] 

So then we all… 

 

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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KAFOURY: I mean, I want to work some more. They’re ready to go. We were fired up. 

And we ended up with what we called the Oregon E.R.A. and a good thing we did since, 

as you know, the national one was never fully ratified. We introduced – it had been in 

1971, House Bill 2116, as it was known – Vera loves it when I remember the numbers. 

[Audience laughs] In 1973 and this was the public accommodations, it was the equal 

rights for women bill. And we got the – we did have employment rights but we didn’t 

have rights in housing and public accommodations. The issues Vera mentioned, those 

weren’t discriminatory under the law. So we changed the law. So we got 2116. And I have 

this wonderful book that Eleanor will remember fondly. It’s called, Quick Look – we typed 

it up ourselves – of the 1973 session. It goes through the whole gamut of issues, name 

change, domicile so that you could move and live where you wanted, not necessarily 

where your husband did, childcare issues, employment issues. It’s all here and we did it 

in 1973 and that’s why I think we feel so fondly about each other and about the 1973 

session. 

 

MR: Could I just take us back in time just for a minute and I’d like to come back to the 

1973 session, but as I was doing my research there was one thing that came up for me 

about 1969… 

 

KAFOURY: 1969, yes. 

 

MR: And I’d like the Justice to speak to this before we move on. This is near and dear 

to my heart as a researcher, but if Justice Roberts could tell us about reproductive rights 

issues and how they came out in the 1969 session that would give us a little context for 

then what happens in the 1970s. 
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ROBERTS: Well, I was sitting here thinking as Gretchen was talking about what had 

preceded this. You know, and I was so much older that part of my motivation was the civil 

rights movement and John Kennedy’s challenge to all of us to work for our country, and 

then John Kennedy’s assassination.  

So, the few years that I had in the Legislature before these women arrived we 

were working on some things. And the big one, and I think an epiphany for me as far as 

women’s issues were concerned, was the abortion bill, law that was passed in 1969. Up 

to that time it had been a criminal act for anyone to perform an abortion in the state of 

Oregon. And there were some who did that. There is a book by Ruth Barnett – the title is 

They Weep on my Doorstep – about the women who came to her. She was a 

naturopathic physician and [women] came to her for abortions and she performed them. 

She went to jail quite regularly. Got out, performed abortions again. And so there were 

those who were involved in doing this. But medical doctors, of course, there was criminal 

penalty if they performed an abortion or even assisted in an abortion. So, a bill was 

introduced by Ted Hallock in 1967, a senator who many of you may know from 

Multnomah County. It went to a committee, never saw the light of day. There was never a 

hearing or anything. In 1969 when I got to the Legislature – I got into the senate, I said to 

Ted, “I presume you’re going to introduce your abortion bill again.”  

He said, “No, I’m not. I have to run next year. You’re going to introduce it.” And so 

I did. And mine was a very clean bill. It just wiped out the statutes practically, so nothing 

was illegal and it was a medical decision. That bill did get to the floor of the Senate. It 

failed by just one vote, went back to committee and then we worked on Senator Hoyt’s 

bill which was then called the American Lawry Institute’s model bill that many states in 

the country were considering. It would make abortions legal but it also required two 

doctors’ consent. It required that it be done in a hospital. The woman had to get the 

approval of a hospital committee, it had to be reported and health statistics, on and on 

and on which made it – you know, you might as well have been on the front page of The 

Oregonian every time a woman got an abortion because the whole record was going to 

be there that this had happened. And ultimately, in 1971, my husband Keith Skelton, who 
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was a lawyer, and I took a case into federal court – that law was passed – and we took 

the case into federal court here in Oregon to declare that whole provision 

unconstitutional and take us back where we had absolutely nothing on the statutes about 

abortion.  

That case waited for Roe v. Wade which came down in January of 1973 and it 

decided our case here in Oregon. And so Oregon then, a few sessions later and I think 

maybe after Gretchen was there, the statutes were wiped clean of anything so that now 

we have very little reference in the statute to abortion. Must be done by a physician, a 

few things like that. But that was a catalyst, and I think that issue was a major catalyst in 

getting women’s groups organized, because in 1968 just before our bill was passed, 

other states were considering it too. We weren’t alone. I mean, it was happening all over. 

And I believe Alaska and Hawaii were ahead of us and New York just behind us. 

Colorado was ahead of us by one year. And I think that that issue got women to think, 

they said. We had [the?] Women’s Political Caucus form, we had the National 

Organization of Women form and they were working on that issue. And so, sort of like the 

E.R.A. then that came, after the abortion issue was pretty well settled we thought, at that 

time. Then they said, “What do we do now?” And it was the same mental activity going 

on. 

 

KATZ:  There was one other issue that all of us tackled that is an issue we’re all 

facing today and that was, the Civil Rights Act extended to gays and lesbians and 

including sexual orientation, which had a real tough history in the Oregon Legislature. 

And it was in local governments, like in the city of Portland and in other jurisdictions 

where finally some action was taken but that – I think that movement started in the 

Oregon Legislature and then built the strength in the local jurisdictions and you can see 

today it finally arrived. 

 

KAFOURY: Yes, I was going to segue into that in a minute but I think that is an 

important issue and another one that’s carried through for 30 years of history. Because 
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the 1973 session Vera and another Kafoury, Stephen Kafoury introduced the first, we 

called it the Gay Rights Bill at that time, for non-discrimination against gays. It was a 

separate bill from our E.R.A., Oregon E.R.A. bill.  

 

MR: Maybe you could describe for us a little bit about your strategies. I’d like to move 

back now to the 1973 session because that’s really the meat of this. And I’d love to hear 

you talk about how you decided on your agenda, how you moved legislation, how did 

you go about doing this work? 

 

PAULUS: Well we, I was kind of the leader in the Republican side in the house side 

and Betty was our dean. So all of us kept hearing, “There are a lot of women’s groups out 

there.” I mean we did not do this on our own. There were hundreds of women that were 

organized. Some in very conservative fields… 

 

ROBERTS: Business and professional women… 

 

PAULUS: Business and professional women, Zonta Women, women in 

communications, women in construction, women for agriculture, Republican women – 

there were all kinds of women’s groups that were organized and some of them just had 

maybe one issue of discrimination, but they were all there. So they were coming to us 

individually saying, you know, “Somebody should do something about this.” Well, Betty 

called the 12 of us together. Gracie Peck was the oldest. She was in her 70s then. 

 

ROBERTS: She wasn’t sure about any of us. 

 

PAULUS: No, but she agreed to hang with us except on abortion. 

 

KATZ:  She went to the meetings. 
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KAFOURY: Except she was a Catholic. 

 

PAULUS: Except she was a Catholic, but she didn’t go south on us.  

 

ROBERTS: No. 

 

PAULUS: She really didn’t. And so we had all these women out there that were 

willing to support us and Eleanor and some other women from downstate were kind of 

organizing them and then they would use Gretchen as kind of a point person. So, we had 

conservatives… 

 

ROBERTS: The lobbyist. 

 

PAULUS: The lobbyist, and we could get these women to pinpoint certain legislators. 

If the Zonta Women of Ontario talked to the conservative Republican farmer over there, 

he knew he had to listen to them. So, that and then we just made up a list of all these 

things that were discriminatory… 

 

KATZ:   It went into the computer and I think… 

 

KAFOURY: That was 1977. 

 

KATZ:  That was later on when the computers could do it… 

 

ROBERTS: I typed it all myself. 

 

KATZ:  When she wasn’t there we found a whole slew of bills, including allowing 

women to wrestle and box. [Audience laughs.] 
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PAULUS: Hatfield had passed that when he was in the Legislature and we made it 

possible for women to wrestle in the mud if you wished to.  

 

KATZ:  And Wally Priestly passed the other one. 

 

PAULUS: But Betty got us together and then made this list. 

 

ROBERTS: Well, let me give my little take on this just for a minute here.  

 

KAFOURY: Probably different from mine. 

 

ROBERTS: Well, not too different, no. Norma came to me in the Senate and said, “Do 

you know we’ve got more women in the Legislature than we’ve ever had and we’ve got 

all these issues? We’ve got the E.R.A. Why don’t we organize a caucus of women, across 

party lines?” And I said fine. She says, “And since you’re the one who has got the most 

service here, except for Grace Peck” – and we weren’t too sure Grace could run a 

meeting… [Audience laughs] 

 

KAFOURY: May she rest in peace. 

 

ROBERTS: Yeah, bless her heart. She was good for us, for the women there because 

she told us, “I will not stay in this room and talk about abortions and I won’t talk about 

divorce. Anything else you women want to talk about is fine and I’ll be with you.” And so 

we avoided those issues because we needed Gracie’s vote.  

So, I said to Norma, “Well, okay, we’ll get them together.” And so we start working 

on it. And we did. We’d meet in a committee room about once a week as the session 

moved along, about once a week. Gretchen was the lobbyist, and she would join us and 

bring us up to date on what was happening everywhere with each bill. Different women 

put in different bills. They each had their own interests. Mary Rieke from Portland, a 
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Republican, was on the Portland School Board – very interested in education and getting 

women into sports, getting women into the textbooks, all kinds of things like that in the 

school. And so that was her bag. That was her package of bills. She would be 

responsible for informing us when we got together where those bills were and what was 

happening to them and which one of us she needed help from because some of us 

might be on a committee, some of the women. As far as Norma and Mary, a Republican, 

and Mary Burrows from Eugene, a Republican, they were all very strong voices inside the 

Republican caucus and I think that was very important, Norma, because there were more 

Democratic women than there were Republican women. But we were never sure about 

where all the men’s votes were going to be. So it was important for those women to be in 

that caucus and then bring that information back to us. And, you know, how the 

Republican caucus was looking at all those issues.  

And so we just organized with Gretchen telling us what was going on and then 

we’d talk about our favorite bills and where they were and who was going to do what 

next. And who did we know that could testify on bills. You know how women work. When 

they get together they just kind of organize and everybody takes some responsibility and 

it gets done.  

 

MR: Now one of the most striking things to me that comes out in your conversations is 

the ability to work across party lines. I mean, from the standpoint of 2004 it is really 

striking to me to hear you talk about collaboration, geographical collaboration, across 

party line collaboration. And clearly if there were only twelve of you spread out over two 

chambers you were obviously working with the men. Because you couldn’t pass it on 

your own. So could you speak to some this? Because it feels very different to me than 

2004. 

 

PAULUS: Well, in the early 1970s we didn’t have the crazy Christians running the 

Republican Party. [Audience laughs and applauds] 
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KATZ:  Let me also add, you have to also remember that in 1973 the Democrats 

took control of the house, after 20 years of Republican history. And the Senate was a 

little strange in terms of the leadership. 

 

ROBERTS: John Burns. 

 

KATZ:  It was a coalition leadership but on the House side we finally took over and 

all hell broke loose. 

 

PAULUS: Oh, you’re not kidding. [Audience laughs] 

 

KATZ:  And a lot of us ran together, Earl Blumenauer, Steve Kafoury, myself, and 

we came out of what is called Demoforum, a group of Democrats. They weren’t 

concerned about the politics, they were concerned about the issues and so we had a 

coalition across gender as well. And that made a major difference. We controlled the 

committees, we controlled the floor. We didn’t get everything passed but we were able 

to work the committees to get those bills through and it’s wasn’t only gender bills. It was 

environmental bills. You have to remember, the one major environmental bill in Oregon, 

Senate Bill 100, passed in 1973. And it went into a committee where five women sat and 

the chair was a woman. 

 

MR: For those who don’t remember the content of that bill can you remind…  

 

KATZ:  That’s our land use policy establishing the Urban Growth Boundary. The 

major land use bill that controlled and managed growth so that we wouldn’t be taking up 

farm and forest land for dense development. 

 

PAULUS: But one of the men that must be mentioned in this context was Dick 

Eymann who was the Democrat Speaker of the House. And the Democrats hadn’t 
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controlled the House for so long – it is very difficult to control the House or the Senate 

and it takes a lot of practice and so there were a lot of wild things going on. But Nancie 

Fadeley who was a Democrat from Eugene, she and I went to Dick Eymann and said, 

“We’ve got all these women’s bills here and we know that we could get them passed if 

we ever get them to the floor.” But, getting them out of the committee was a problem 

under the Oregon system. And so, we said, “We need your help in getting this onto the 

floor in the committee. Put them in a committee that we can deal with.”  

And he said, “Well, let me think about it.”  

Well, a couple days later Nancie came over to me, she was very excited and she 

said, “Guess what. Dick Eymann has got a new committee. It’s the Committee on 

Environment and Land-use and he’s put five of us women on it and two men.” So that 

meant that we could pass anything we wanted to out of that committee as long as all five 

of us showed up. [Audience laughs] And so Dick Eymann sent all of the women’s bills 

into that committee. 

And so about four or five years after this happened, when I was secretary of state, 

a woman that was writing for a national magazine came in and asked me, “Why was the 

prostitution bill sent to the environment committee?” [PAULUS and audience laugh] But 

Dick Eymann was such an important part, I think, of what we were able to do in the 

House that year. 

 

MR: Now there was a lot of legislation that you accomplished in 1973 but there were a 

couple of things that were left undone and I would like to touch on – 

 

ROBERTS: Can I just make one comment about the prostitution bill? 

 

MR: Please. I can’t let that go. 

 

ROBERTS: The prostitution bill in the Senate came over there and it went to Consumer 

Business Affairs. [Audience laughs]  
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KAFOURY: Tell them what the bill did. 

 

ROBERTS: Okay. The bill would make the john equally liable with the prostitute. 

 

KATZ:  It was my bill. 

 

ROBERTS: Whose bill? 

 

KATZ:  It was mine. 

 

ROBERTS: It was yours? Okay. 

 

KATZ:  I’ll tell you a little story about that one. 

 

ROBERTS: Okay, and in fact there was, shortly after that the prosecution of a husband 

by a wife – no sorry.  

 

KAFOURY: That was marital rape. 

 

ROBERTS: Sorry got it wrong, that was in 1975. But anyway, Betty Brown and I were on 

the Consumer & Business Affairs and that bill came out making both parties liable in a 

prostitution situation. 

 

MR: Did you want to tell your story now? 

 

KATZ:  No it’s alright. 

 

MR: Or is that for another time? 



Oh What a Night!  SR 2534 

21 
 

 

KATZ:  Another day. 

 

KAFOURY: But one of the best stories about the women dominating on a committee – 

I mean, think back this was a big deal – it’s a big deal today. You don’t go to Salem today 

and see a majority of women on most of the legislative committees. But in 1977 one of 

our least favorite members, a Democrat, Drew Davis, had introduced the repeal of E.R.A. 

You can see in those four years there was a lot of this commotion getting stirred up. And 

we certainly had some of the early groups, even in 1973, but anyway, Drew Davis put in 

this bill to repeal the E.R.A. Well, our speaker then was Phil Lang and he sent the bill to 

the Environment and Energy Committee, which was still in effect and still had a majority 

of women on it. And Norma was gone by then, but Nancie Fadeley was the chair and 

they took the bill, had the hearing, let everybody come in and have their say, but 

changed the word rescind to reaffirm and passed the bill. [Audience laughs] It had no 

force of law but, boy, we felt good. 

 

KATZ:  For those who are interested in process, what that all led to in future years 

was that the bills had to be sent to the right committees because of all of this nonsense 

that was going back and forth. And nobody, the citizens, the lobbyist had no clue where 

bills would be sent and those rules were changed and that was a very important 

procedural change that I think was a very good one. 

 

PAULUS: But we had fun while… 

 

MR: Moving on to 1975 and 1977, because there are a couple of very significant issues 

that aren’t passed in 1973. It’s my recollection that in 1975, that you get the marital rape 

law through, and in 1977 Oregon’s mandatory arrest policy for domestic violence. Would 

you want to speak to those bills? 
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KAFOURY: Well, I always remind people that in 1973, the women’s movement, the 

Second Wave of feminism was very new and we were in our consciousness raising 

phase, and domestic violence in 1973 wasn’t even a phrase that we talked about. We 

didn’t – nobody was fessing up. We sat around and talked about how we felt in little 

groups but we didn’t say we were being beaten by our husbands. But in those four years 

as women got more aggressive, then suddenly issues like marital rape, think about – 

that’s pretty radical. Domestic violence and the mandatory arrest. Again, a number of 

women that are still active today were involved. Annette Jolin was on the Portland Police 

Force and she’s a colleague of ours now up at P.S.U. [Portland State University]. But we 

did get the marital rape and the piece for the shelters actually didn’t come until 1981. It’s 

hard to believe but to complete that, to have some funding we had learned – I need to 

mention the Houston Women’s Conference in 1977 because President Jimmy Carter had 

called all the women in the country and each state – boy, it was process du jour. It was 

huge. And each state elected delegates and people went. It was very exciting. 

 

PAULUS: It was wonderful. 

 

KAFOURY: Vera, I don’t think you went, but the rest of us were there. And when we 

were there they had meetings – I chaired the delegation and when we were there 

suddenly it became clear that Oregon was such a unique place because we talked 

among these 50 other chairs from other states. We were the only state that had done 

these things, that had done marital rape, that had done mandatory arrest, that had done 

– the equal credit that we passed in 1973 at the 2116 that we’ve alluded to included equal 

credit, and the feds passed [equal] credit in 1974. So, again, it was so incredible to think 

that little old Oregon was just leading the charge. But the one thing that other states – 

and you won’t believe but I think it was Florida – had done, was they had put a little bitty 

tax on marriage licenses and funded the shelter system for domestic violence with that 

marriage license fee tax figuring there is a juxtaposition there, it’s a little bit of a stretch 

but it’s there. But, it too – then we came home, we’re all excited, 1979 we didn’t get it. We 
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finally got it through with Vera’s help in the 1981 session, but there’re just a number of 

those issues. I think it’s important to note that Oregon was noted, which is not the case 

today. We were noted for our leadership, for our energy, for our creativity in feminist 

issues. 

 

KATZ:  As you watch Kobe Bryant’s case there was another bill. And the bill 

prohibited attorneys from asking a rape victim their history – their sexual history. Or 

prevented them from asking what kind of clothing they wore. And that was a tough, 

tough bill to pass. Because the bar and the attorneys were all over us on that but that did 

– it finally passed and was a very critical bill in the court system protecting rape victims. 

 

MR: Now, I have a few more questions for my panelists but as I ask those questions 

this is probably a good time for you to think about making your questions and passing 

them to the center aisle so that the O.H.S. staff can collect those as we continue with a 

few additional questions here. Because I know that the panelists would love to entertain 

your questions as well.  

 One of the broad questions that I would like to ask you doesn’t have to do with 

specific legislation but has to do with what is left undone. And several of you have 

alluded to this. Or places where we’ve lost ground or where there are issues that remain 

for resolution and I would love to hear you reflect on what the next generation of women 

leaders should be thinking about in terms of policy change. 

 

KAFOURY: Well, I have a little list here… 

 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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Tape 2, Side 1 
2004 March 18 

 
KAFOURY: Reproductive health – just go to that one. Just today – I mean everything’s 

relative but today in the mail I got a big mailing from the A.C.L.U. [American Civil Liberty 

Union] and all the national women’s rights groups that are doing a huge march on 

women. We’re still fighting these battles. Betty was, in 1969, doing choice in the Oregon 

Legislature. It’s been the law of the land, we celebrated Roe v. Wade and we’re still 

fighting. But it’s across the board. Childcare, other issues are still – economic equity is 

probably is one of probably one of the very biggest one – that women are still not at a 

level playing field and especially poor women. I have to get my other thing in. 

 

ROBERTS: The only thing… 

 

MR: Justice Roberts. 

 

ROBERTS: The only thing I want to say is that when we think we have done something 

great in the area of civil rights, it never is tied down and all you have to do is look back at 

the last 30 years. As we sit here to sort of reminisce about then and realize that though 

the abortion bill was passed, look what’s happening today. It is still being challenged in 

the courts, it is still being challenged on the streets with people demonstrating around 

clinics and becoming violent and killing people who participate, doctors. And so that is 

something that has to – every right that women have achieved has to be protected and 

that to me is the frontline. And then you move on to all of the others. What needs to be 

done is a lot of attention turned to childrearing. Women, I guess, will always have the 

responsibility for producing babies. 

 

KAFOURY: Yes, they probably will. [Audience laughs] 
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ROBERTS: Therefore, women have a unique interest in the care of children. And not 

only in the care of children, but their own health in that regard and the health of their 

children as they grow up. With working women, they have to depend upon childcare. 

People who work in childcare are not adequately paid, sometimes not adequately 

trained. If this is an issue that women biologically will always have to deal with, then 

certainly that is an issue that is going forever to be present and needs to continually be 

worked on. Education, childcare, parental leave from business and so on. 

 

KATZ:  One issue that we left undone is extending the civil rights act based on 

sexual orientation. That has not been done here in Oregon. And that’s left undone. 

 

MR: Ms. Paulus? 

 

PAULUS: Well, I’m concerned because I see Roe v. Wade being – there’s a strategy 

being developed at the national level to chip away at it through the federal court system 

through appointments, and the average person that is busy in their own lives, it’s not 

their top issue, they’re not paying attention to that. But there’s definitely a strategy to do 

that. I worry also that many young professional women or women just in the regular 

workforce that I run into really don’t support the principles behind the Equal Rights 

Amendment and seem to be not concerned about it. And they don’t understand that 

what is given can be taken away and it’s very easy to take away those rights. It just takes 

two or three dedicated legislators that have clout, and not have someone paying 

attention, to undo a lot of that.  

And the young women I meet assume that they’ve always been able to play 

sports. And I remember like it was yesterday the first time a girl appeared on the pages 

of a capital city’s newspaper playing basketball. And in 1995 after having fought that 

issue of women in sports since I was a young girl – in 1995 as superintendent of public 

instruction I received a call from a man up here in the Portland area saying that he was 
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volunteer coaching some young girls in pole vaulting and he had two that could win any 

competition. And I said, “What’s the problem?”  

And he said, “Well, they won’t let them compete.”  

And I said, “Oh, you’ve got to be kidding me.” 1995.  

And he said, “No. And there’s a group formed by essentially the males that 

dominate athletics in the school system and they make the rules and regulations.” And so 

when I called I was told by that group that the reason that they weren’t allowing the girls 

to pole vault in these competitions was because the pits weren’t safe.  

And I said, “Oh, dear me. That is terrible. Well, we cannot have the boys playing in 

pits that aren’t safe. I’ll have to speak to the Legislature about that.” It took me about a 

month of concentrated effort to get that turned around. So these issues can be eroded 

very quickly without women being conscious of it and other – and males that are 

supportive of women’s issues. 

 

KAFOURY: I think if you polled the elected women in the Legislature today and asked 

them if they were feminists, if they considered themselves a feminist you’d be hard-

pressed to get half of them who would admit that. And so, you know it’s – names aren’t 

everything, labels, identity, but certainly history is and I think for all of us it’s very difficult 

to see the camaraderie, the bipartisanship, the unity around and passion about feminism 

just kind of – poof away. And some of them would be surprised because it isn’t just that 

they don’t believe in it, they don’t like to identify. They don’t need that and I think what 

you’re hearing from us is that even today we fear for what the future will bring. 

 

MR: So, one last question from me before I do a small summary and then take 

questions from the audience. Given that concern that I think all of you have expressed at 

one point or another this evening, and given that we have some aspiring leaders in the 

audience tonight, I would love to hear your best advice for young aspiring leaders. What 

would you tell young women today who think they might be interested in politics? 
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KATZ:  Let me tell you what I tell the little one, because I think it starts with the little 

ones. I look straight in their eyes and they come up into the office and I look at them and 

I say, “You’ve got to dream big dreams for yourself. Nobody can tell you that you can’t do 

whatever you think you want to do or whatever you think you want to be. You want to be 

President of the United States, you be President of the United States and don’t let 

anyone stop you.” And I think those are the messages that we have to send to little girls, 

because little girls don’t have this history and very few people are telling them that. When 

you get into your teenage years or your college years it’s a lot easier to send that 

message. But, I worry about the little ones because that message needs to be sent to 

them every single day. 

 

MR: Thank you. Ms. Paulus, some advice? 

 

PAULUS: Well, I think that I would encourage all the women that are interested in 

politics to run for office themselves. It’s a very rewarding experience, at least it has been 

for me. This experience that we had together I think was an extraordinary part of my life. I 

mean, it was a wonderful thing to find women – we trusted each other, we had fun, we 

laughed a lot, we kept our backs together and it gave us a very good feeling and it 

allowed us to do a lot of things together or to support each other in other efforts. So, if 

you’re thinking about running my advice would be to run, to do it.  

And we need more women at all levels of government and it can be a very 

rewarding part of your life, I think, particularly in Oregon because the system is still clean 

here and there are lots of opportunities. And if you think that you’re not smart enough or 

diligent enough or tough enough to run for the Legislature or county commission all you 

have to do is go sit in on some of the sessions. [Audience laughs]  

 

KAFOURY: You didn’t say the city council. [Laughs] 

 

MR: Justice Roberts. 
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ROBERTS: Well, I think I’d say that you have to be prepared to take advantage of any 

opportunity that comes your way. And being prepared means that you have to make – 

you have to have associations with a lot people, you have to belong to groups, groups 

that you’re interested in. You have to have an education, you have to like people, you 

have to be motivated to do hard work and be willing to spend the energy on it and to 

keep working. Vera’s saying to little children, have your dreams, if you want to be 

president you can. But you don’t go from being in kindergarten to president. Not quite 

that fast. But it’s doubtful with the one we’ve got there, I’m sorry but –. [ROBERTS and 

audience laugh]  

At any rate, what one has to do is to look at maybe a five-year plan, four-year plan, 

five-year plan, six-year plan – where do I want to be at this point in my life? And then 

begin to work for that. And you will find opportunities that will come in that period of time 

and you take advantage of them and then you work on that opportunity and you keep 

going. You make another five-year plan, you make another five-year plan.  

And do run. School Board is certainly a fine place to start. Become a precinct 

committeeman whether in the Republican – the Republicans need you – but either party. 

And see what’s going on. That was the best place where I met officeholders first. And I 

said, what Norma said. “If they can do it, I can do it.” You know, here was a nurseryman in 

east Multnomah County, the insurance agent and a factory worker. And I said, “Wow, I’m 

a teacher with a master’s degree in political science and I think I can do this.” I certainly 

could compete with them on an intellectual basis. All I had to do was get elected. So I 

had to learn to campaign. And you learn to campaign by working in other people’s 

campaigns and by getting acquainted with those people and paying your dues. Simply 

pay your dues in time and helpfulness to others, and then you can do it yourself. 

 

KAFOURY: I can’t top that. 
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MR: Well, I don’t want to top that, I certainly can’t top that but I would love to tease out 

a few themes that we’ve heard tonight. We’ve heard a lot, and I sure wish we had 

another three hours because I think that we could learn much more from these women 

even than we’ve heard in an hour.  

You know, individually to me these women are legends and I am really honored 

and humbled to be here with them tonight. And if we look at their legislative 

achievements it is just remarkable what was accomplished in a very short period of time. 

That’s one of the things that’s so striking to me about the 1970s is how quickly legislation 

changed because of dedication and hard work. Women’s lives changed in very material, 

concrete ways because of the contributions of these women. But you know I would take 

it a step further to say that I think that there are additional lessons to be learned here. 

One of the main themes that I think we’ve heard tonight is that there has been, at least 

among these women and the generation with whom they have worked, an ethic of 

cooperation.  

What is most striking to me in the study that I did to prepare for this evening is not 

what these women have in common but what makes them different. It’s really remarkable 

when you consider that these women are separated across some of the most significant 

fault lines of contemporary American politics. They’re separated by political party, by 

geography, by religion, by educational background and training, and yet somehow these 

differences conspired to make them stronger. Somehow, through those differences 

these women were stronger, not weaker. So that to me is one of the really, truly 

remarkable lessons and one that I would like us to think about for the future.  

I also hear an ethic of tenacity. These women didn’t give up in the Legislature. 

That was the beginning for them. And they went on for 30 years, we hope more years, 

we hope to be listening to them and their stories another 30 years from now to hear 

about their additional lessons. They went on to the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court, 

Secretary of State, the City Commission, the Mayor’s Office, the County Commission. 

Two of them paved the way for a woman governor in our state. So, tenacity I think, has 

got to be one of the major themes of this evening. 
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And finally I would say that there’s an ethic of mentoring here. And this is 

something that perhaps they’re too humble to mention themselves but I think that 

perhaps the greatest contribution that these women have made has been in their 

commitment to other women. And if we looked we would find that our state is filled with 

young leaders who are in their positions because, either indirectly or directly, they were 

inspired by this group of women. I mean I think just very quickly about Amie Burkle in the 

mayor’s office who is there in part because she was inspired by Vera Katz to work in 

politics. I think of Serena Cruz who is a dear friend and protégé of Gretchen’s, and the list 

could go on.  

But to me, we also have to think about a collective inheritance here. There’s a 

responsibility, I think, to all of us collectively to take something from what we’ve heard 

tonight and apply it. There’s a weightiness to this inheritance too. It’s not just a privilege 

to sit here and listen to these women talk about their experiences. It’s a tremendous 

responsibility. These are large shoes to fill but they’re counting on us to fill them. So I 

think that those are some of the most significant lessons that I wanted to point out this 

evening and I would love to entertain some questions from you all. 

Okay. Oh this is a good one, we could be here all night. How do you define 

feminism? Gretchen, maybe you ought to take that since you talked about finding 

feminists in the Legislature. 

 

KAFOURY: Equal rights for women. 

 

MR: Very simple. 

 

ROBERTS: It’s very simple, Gretchen said it. That’s all the E.R.A. said in its provision. Of 

course we don’t have it at the federal level. Some states passed it. Fortunately by a 

Supreme Court case that I wrote we do have Equal Rights Amendment by case law in 

Oregon, but it was a very simple statement. There just cannot be any discrimination on 

the basis of gender – and that’s a feminist. It means equal opportunity, and equal 
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opportunity means opportunity for everything, economic, educational, healthcare, and so 

on. It’s very simple but people try to make something gross out of it, something to be 

afraid of. That women are going to take over the world and they’re going to do away with 

men somehow. You know most of us don’t want to do that. We like men. [ROBERTS and 

audience laugh] 

 

MR: Next question. What role and which women, I think the question is asking – what 

role did African American women leaders play in improving the legal framework of 

women’s lives in Oregon? So what role and which specific African American women can 

you think of who have been significant in Oregon’s history? 

 

PAULUS: Well, Margaret Carter certainly has been — and I want to publicly apologize 

once again for not supporting her for Superintendent of Public Instruction. And I think 

that she has been a very good leader in the Legislature and in a lot of other things. She’s 

done a lot of good things.  

 

KAFOURY: Well, the board back there has Kathryn Hall Bogle on it who certainly was a 

visible person and we – and I’m looking forward. It’s an area in historical part – I’ve been 

so busy, I think we all have, with day to day things and what we’ve done, that having 

Johanna and the Women Studies Department at Portland State collecting this information 

about women’s history in Oregon. I’m very much looking forward to it. We ought to ask 

Jewel… 

 

ROBERTS: Well I want to add Judge Mercedes Diaz who was the first and only Black 

woman judge in the state. And certainly she has been a role model. Gladys McCoy, I 

don’t know Gladys’ last position… 

 

KAFOURY: Chair of Multnomah County… 
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ROBERTS: Chair of Multnomah County. Janet Tourin, who headed up Human Services. 

 

KAFOURY: Kay Tourin. 

 

ROBERTS:  Kay Tourin, Janet Tourin’s mother.  

 

ROBERTS: Avel Gordly. 

 

ROBERTS: Kay Tourin and there are many. You know, we shouldn’t unfortunately – 

Avel Gordly is still in the Senate isn’t she? 

 

??: Yes. 

 

ROBERTS: And JoAnn Bowman. 

 

MR: Yes. Jackie Winters. 

 

ROBERTS: A number of them, many of them. 

 

MR: What do you see as the most important and critical women’s issues facing us in 

Oregon today? 

 

KAFOURY: We talked about that.  

 

MR: Was anything different about Oregon’s experience of the early 1970s and other 

places around the country? In other words, what makes Oregon unique during that 

period of time? 

 

??: Well… 
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MR:  Well, you said we were – one of you mentioned that we were really noted for 

leading the country on progressive women’s issues in the 1970s. 

 

KAFOURY: On progressive issues period. 

 

PAULUS: Period. 

 

KAFOURY: And women’s were ahead but the environmental… 

 

PAULUS: Oregon was first in everything. Oregon was first in land-use, first in the 

environment… 

 

KAFOURY: Beaches, public beaches. 

 

PAULUS: First bottle bill, beaches, public housing, public accommodation, women’s 

issues, election reform and even schools. We had the highest literacy rate in the nation 

until the timber industry went down. 

 

MR: And what made Oregon so unique in this way, do you think? What accounts for 

that?  

 

KAFOURY: I think it’s the water. 

 

ROBERTS: Bull Run. It’s the water. [Laughs]  

I think that Oregon has, by whatever originally was the motivating factor for 

people to come to Oregon, that it attracted many people who continued the pioneering 

spirit even after they got here. That they wanted to continue to be self-reliant. They 

wanted to continue to be independent in the sense that we were a state and we could 
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make our own laws, and that those laws were going to recognize the independence of 

individuals and the rights of individuals. Early on, of course, there was discrimination 

against Blacks and against Asians, but that has – we were early, in the 1950s those laws 

were removed from the statutes. It’s just a general attitude that when people come to 

Oregon they… 

 

 
[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 
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KATZ:  I chose Oregon because the only person I knew in Oregon was Wayne 

Morse, and I figured that if Wayne Morse was in Oregon, I’d rather go to Oregon than 

California. So people came here because of this independent spirit, because of the 

quality of life, because of the beauty and the place of this state. 

 

MR: Ms. Paulus. 

 

PAULUS: I’ve always thought that because Oregon is the most diverse geographical 

state that that has something to do with it. And I also think every Oregonian, regardless 

of age or where they live, pits him or herself against the elements in some way. I think 

that the climate fosters an artistic talent. Where I grew up in Burns, out in the middle of 

the desert… 

 

ROBERTS: The middle of nowhere, I think it’s called. 

 

PAULUS: Totally different culture, totally different economy, a way of life. And in the 

valley it’s certainly different. The coast has its own culture, its own. So we’re a very 

diverse state, and people were forced to come together at the Legislature and 

accommodate each other. 

 

MR: Lest we leave the audience thinking that politics is all fun and games, this is a very 

apropos question. Were there political or personal costs to any of you for having taken 

public positions on controversial issues? What’s the hard part?  

 

KAFOURY: Three marriages – and divorces. 

 

ROBERTS:  Three marriages, two divorces. 
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MR: Norma? 

 

PAULUS: My husband lost clients because of my bills, and of course in order to be in 

the Legislature and be a mother and a wife and have a family, I think you have to weed 

out a lot of things in order to focus – but by and large I can only say that it’s been a very 

rewarding experience. 

 

KATZ:  My son now is a single head of household and has my grandchild with him, 

his son, and what saddened me the other week is we had a long, long talk, and he said 

to me, “Mom, you weren’t there on a certain day when something happened,” and it just 

broke my heart. And I wasn’t. I was in Salem. And those kinds of feelings keep surging 

over and over again. And he plays an incredible amount of time with Max and spends 

hours and hours in the evening and coaching, and in a way I have a sense, making up for 

the time that I wasn’t at home. 

 

MR: It seems to me that it’s one of the common things that comes up when we try to 

ponder why there aren’t more women in politics, is that tension between their public and 

private responsibilities. I wonder if you have any advice on this score, since all of you 

mentioned it in one way or another here. 

 

ROBERTS: The first thing you have to do if you’re going to be married, you have to 

marry a man who is so secure in his own maleness that he’s not going to be weakened 

or feel humiliated by your successes or your strengths. And you have to marry a man that 

understands that his responsibility for nurturing, disciplining, and educating children is 

the same as yours. And then I will only say this to you, if you are working and you are 

married, and you are taking care of Easter and Thanksgiving and the mother-in-law and 

all the presents and driving the kids to swimming lessons, and you’re buying the 

groceries and you’re coming home stocking them, and then you’re doing the washing 
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and drying, then you’ve lost your mind if you have not sat down with your husband and 

said, “This is not going to work. You have an equal responsibility.” And if you can’t pay 

someone to do the housework, then he has to help with it. 

 

KATZ:  I was going to say that I was just sitting here waiting. I think in the spirit of 

the day in the particular county we’re in we ought to say, “The person you marry.” 

[Laughs] 

 

PAULUS: The person. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.  

 

ROBERTS: You know, Melody, I think that instead of getting the four of us together 

again that it might be worthwhile to get all our kids together, and let them tell you – you 

know I said I have my two daughters here and fortunately my children were a little older 

by the time I got into politics, and then they were already used to me going to school and 

being a teacher, so I don’t know how traumatic it was on them. And since there were four 

of them, they sort of took care of each other, or the oldest daughter sort of supervised 

everybody. They tell me stories now that I never heard before [Laughs] of things that 

went on, but the children do have tales to tell I’m sure. 

 

KATZ:  There are sacrifices of course. 

 

KAFOURY: One of the greatest and the most fearful days of my life was when my 

oldest daughter decided that she was going to run for the Legislature. And I was elated 

because it’s a passion I have for public service in government. On the other hand I was 

terrified for her, and I’m happy to announce as you probably read in the paper that she is 

now home with my grandsons, and I’m happy for that, too. 

 

MR: Okay. Another question. In 1973, wasn’t the governor instrumental in helping 

women’s rights?  
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KAFOURY: Tom McCall? 

 

MR: Yes. 

 

PAULUS: We have a picture of him.  

 

KAFOURY: Yes, he signed the bills. 

 

PAULUS: He was very instrumental in helping me get elected the first time.  

 

KATZ:  He wasn’t in our way. 

 

PAULUS: No, he wasn’t in our way. That’s true. 

 

ROBERTS: He was too busy with land use. 

 

PAULUS: He was in land-use and the environment and the bottle bill. That was his 

passion. He was a wonderful man. 

 

KAFOURY: Yes, he was. 

 

MR: To what extent were any of you involved with these same issues on a national 

scale or with interacting with women in Congress? 

 

KAFOURY: Oh, we ran Patsy Mink, who recently died, from Hawaii on president here in 

1972, and we certainly worked – she was the chief sponsor of Title 9, the women’s sports 

equity, and a number of feminist bills. Shirley Chisholm was here, Bella Abzug was here, 

active, and Vera used to wear hats so she could model her. 
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PAULUS: I served on several national committees and one of the reasons I did is that 

right after my first session, I was invited by the Rutgers University at Princeton on the 

Eagleston Institute to be an Eagleston Fellow. And it turned out the connection in 

spending a week there I was involved in a lot of national committees because they were 

always looking, number one, for a woman from the west. Bear in mind, when I started 

there was no national list of the women in the Legislature. There was no national 

accounting. There was nowhere you could go to find out what women were elected in 

the Legislature. There was just none. But also they were always looking for moderate 

Republican women to be involved in these things, and there weren’t very many of us. So 

I got more than my share of those opportunities at the national level because most of the 

Republican women were not feminists.  

 

MR: Here’s a good one for you. What about the federal Equal Rights Amendment? 

What’s the real reason we can’t get it passed? 

 

KAFOURY: We’re not trying any more. Somebody had come [to me] about the 

constitutional amendment prohibiting marriage between same sex couples, and they 

wanted to know how difficult it was to get passed, so I went on the NOW website the 

other day, and I think NOW is still kind of trying to push it through. But as we’ve said in 

Oregon, we went ahead and changed all our laws. We went through and stripped out 

anything discriminatory. And Betty then, eventually, in the court cleaned up the rest of it. 

So I think most states have done that. So I think it hasn’t become an issue lately because 

we have taken care of it, and we’ve identified for you the issues that we’re struggling still 

with.  

 

MR: This one is specifically to Justice Roberts. Given your seat on the Oregon Health 

Policy Commission, what do you see as the biggest health issue confronting Oregon 

today, and how will Oregon resolve this issue? 
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ROBERTS:  I’m not sitting on that policy board. Maybe I’m confused with another 

Roberts. 

 

MR: That’s possible. Let me ask the question again more broadly, what specific issues 

relating to health would you women say are important that we resolve in this next year? 

 

ROBERTS: The entire Health Act has been decimated. The whole notion of the Oregon 

Health Plan was to cover people from very, very low income to the working poor on a 

scale so you could identify what services would be reduced if your dollars were reduced. 

There was a very radical notion that John Kitzhaber worked on over the years in the 

Legislature. That’s basically what’s been wiped out. And so the cost of health care, the 

coverage of health care research in women’s health, I need to tell you that if you take a 

look at those diseases that most women die from, the research is relatively limited. So 

there’s a lot of, lot of work, but the most important is the cost of health care, the coverage 

of health care. 

 

MR: I’m going to end with this question, which I’ve always loved this question, what 

book or books do have you on your nightstand? What are you reading, if you have the 

time to read? 

 

KAFOURY: I just finished Oryx and Crate by Margaret Atwood, and it’s another one of 

her futuristic, similar to the Handmaid’s Tale which is one of my favorites, but it’s another 

good one where she takes today and gets you out 30 or 40 years, and believe me, it will 

knock your socks off. Middlesex too. I just read that from my book group. It’s a wonderful 

book. 
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ROBERTS: I’ve been trying to get through Madeleine Albright’s Madame Secretary, 

and I was doing pretty well until The Da Vinci Code hit my head – and so I got 

sidetracked and got through The Da Vinci Code, I’m trying to get back to Madeleine now. 

 

KATZ:  Jewel Lansing’s book. I’m reading that. 

 

PAULUS: Jewel Lansing, take a bow. 

 

KATZ:  That and The New Yorker Magazine which I can’t get through. 

 

MR: Well, thank you very much to the audience for being here tonight. You’ve given 

me a great stack of questions, and I wish I could ask every single one of them, but I’m 

afraid we’d be here until tomorrow. And please join me in giving a very hearty thank you 

to the panelists for coming. Good night. [Audience applause] 

 

 

 [End of Tape 2, Side 2] 
 [End of Interview] 
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