
Roosevelt for Equal Rights
As a member of the New York Legislature, 

President Roosevelt repeatedly voted for wom
an suffrage. As Governor of New York he 
recommended it in his inaugural message to 
the legislature in the following words:

“I call the attention of the legislature to the 
desirability of gradually extending the sphere 
in which me suffrage can be exercised by wom-

Since then, the President has, on more than 
one occasion, reiterated his belief in giving 
women equal rights with men. During his 
southern trip last  fall, he once more put him
self emphatically o n  reco rd . M r. Sanders,
president of the Progressive Union of New 
Orleans himsel f a believer in equal suffrage,
in introducing to President Roosevelt, during
his visit to the city, Miss Jean Gordon, called 
her “a believer in woman suffrage.” “Yes, I 
do believe in it, from the crown of my head to 
the soles of my feet,” said Miss Gordon, and 
added, “So does President Roosevelt.” He 
answered characteristically, “You bet I do!” 
A little later, when he was about to leave the 
room, and the ladies were asked to stand aside, 
the President said to Miss Gordon in passing, 
“If you women had equal rights, you would



not be asked to stand aside; you would be able 
to share in the whole thing.”

In his address before the National Congress 
of Mothers on March 12, 1905, President 
Roosevelt said:

“I do not in the least believe in the patient 
Griselda type of woman. * * * * I believe 
in the woman’s keeping her self respect just as 
I believe in the man’s doing so. , I believe in 
her rights just as much as I believe in . the 
man’s, and indeed a little more.”

In his address to the  New York State As
sembly of Mothers on October 18,1899, he 
said: “The mother, to be a true mother, 
must be more than a cross between head-nurse 
and housekeeper. She must have an interest 
in outside things to keep her own self-respect, 
and when she loses that self-respect, she loses 
the respect of h e r ch ild ren ."

He said further"  " No family can become 
all it should be if the mother does not keep in 

touch sufficiently with outside interests and 
what is going on in th e world to become an 
intellectual stimulus to her children. There 
are women who develop the intellectual side 
to the dwarfing of the womanly, but it is not 
necessary. * * * * Educate the girl to be 
just as much of a womanly heorine as the hero
ines of any of the romances of the last cen
tury, yet have her wise, with well-trained 
mind, awake to all that is going on in the 
world.”

After speaking of the importance of the 
work done by the mass of men and women in 
supporting and bringing up their families, he 
added: “Of course there are exceptional
men and exceptional women who can do, and 
ought to do, much more than this; who can 
lead, and ought to lead, great careers of out
side usefulness in addition to—not as sub
stitutes for—their home work.”

In a public address, President Roosevelt 
spoke as follows : “The woman who has borne 
and who has reared, as they should be reared, 
a family of children, has in the most emphatic 
manner deserved well of the Republic. Her 
burden has been heavy, and she has been able 
to bear it worthily only by the possession of 
resolution, of good sense, of conscience, and of 
unselfishness. But if she has borne it well, 
then to her shall come the supreme blessing, 
for, in the words of the oldest and greatest of 
books, “Her children shall rise up and call her 
blessed;” and among the benefactors of the 
land her place must be with those who have 
done the best and the hardest work, whether 
as law-givers or as soldiers, whether in public 
or in private life.”

These words of our soldier-statesman Pres
ident are recommended to the attention of the 
stay-at-home who never smelled powder but 
who thinks that women should not vote be
cause they do not fight.



In his message to Congress in December, 
1905, President Roosevelt said: “The noblest 
of all forms of government is self-govern
ment.”

In seeking the right of suffrage, women are 
seeking simply for self-government.

Equal Suffrage Constitutional 
Amendment.

Official Ballot Number:

302 X For Equal Suffrage

Put a Cross Opposite 302 on Your 
Ballot next June.
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